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PRI -
Author's preface to the 8th edition

lhamdulillah (praise be to Allah), our only Creator, Sustainer and Watcher of all our

deeds; and peace and blessings of Allah be upon Mubammed &, the final messenger

of Allah and the best example for us to follow. I feel humbled to note that 273,000
copies of my book Islam: Beliefs and Teachings have been printed in English since 1980, This
has been possible due entirely to the mercy of Almighty Allah, Whom 1 always beg to accept
my efforts and grant me Najah (salvation) in the Akhirah (life after death). This is and has
been my only aim in writing this book.

This edition has been thoroughly revised, with additions and improvements in language
and content. | have now included the Arabic words for the English words in the Glossary. 1
have also added the Arabic verses of the Qur'an to chapter 12. A number of corrections,
including Arabic words and names, have been made. Nonetheless, there may still be mistakes,
[ shall greatly appreciate of the readers would inform me of any remaining errors

The book is widely used in the English-speaking world, and 15 also increasingly used in
maintained schools i England to teach Islam as a part of the Religious Studies curriculum,
This book has also motivated a number of non-Muslins to come to the eternal bliss of Islam.
This trend, allamdulillah, continues.

L am indebted to Usamah K. Ward, Prof Dy Muhammad Abdul Jabbar Beg, Dr Farug Nurul
Arefin, Dr Muhammad Qawmarnl Hasan and Nasreen Sanwar for their suggestions and comments
which have helped me to correct errors and improve the quality of the book. I pray to Allsh
to reward Farhat Yasmeen Sarwar for redrafting all the exercises and notes for parents and
teachers. I am grateful to Rugqaiyyah Waris Magsood (Rosalyn Kendrick), a former Head of
Religious Studies, who has improved the exercises. Syed Doftarn Nuh has enhanced the book
by designing the cover; may Allah reward him for his contribution. 1 beseech Allah to bless
and reward niy wife, who has patiently supported me in the discharge of my Islamic duties
since the day we were bonded together in wedlock. Lastly, 1 am grateful to readers who have
contacted me with their own suggestions.

It 1s sad to note that the book has been pirated in the USA, India and the Far East. We do
not know how many thousands of copies have been pirated, but the estimated number is
quite substantial. We would urge publishers, booksellers, teachers and all readers not to sell o1
buy pirated copies of the hook. Piracy is a menace and dealing in pirated books is like
dealing in stolen goods. We hope the combined efforts of honest publishers, booksellers and
readers will help us stop the cancer of piracy.

I hope and pray that the book will continue to receive support from teachers, parents and
young people, Muslims and non-Muslims.

Iimplore Allah, my Creator, to accept my sincere efforts. I beg Him to guide and help me
to dedicate everything I have for His sake. May He pardon my countless lapses and favour
me with His mercy and blessings. Amin.

“And my success in my task can only come from Allah. In Him I trust and wato Him I turn.”
(The Qur'an, 11:88)

London Ghulam Sariar
Muharram 1427 AH
January 2006 CE



w7 S3ying Of Prophet Muhammad 2 - semsss

Khalid bin al-Waltd narrated the following hadrch:

A Bedouin came one day to the Propher # and said to him, “OQ Messenger of Allah! I've
come to ask you a few questions about the affairs of this Life and the Hercafter”
He & replied. “Ak what you wish.”
“I'd like to be the most learned of men”
“Fear Allah, and you will be the wost learned of men.”
“1 wish to be the richest man in the world.”
“Be confensed, and you will be the vichest man i the world ™
“I'd like to be the most just man.”
“Desire for others what you desire for yourself, and you will be the mast just of men.”
“I want to be the best of men.”
“Do good to others and you will be the hest of men.
“I wish to be the most favoured by Allah.”
“Engage much in Allah’s praise, and you will be most favoused by Hine.”
“I'd Iike to complete my faith”
"I you have good sanners you will complete your faith.”
“T wish to be among those who do good.”
“Adore Allah as if you see Him, If you do’t see i, He sces you. fi this way you will be among
those wha do good.”
“I wish to be obedient to Allah.”
“If you observe Allal's commands yor will be obedient.”
“I'd like to be free from all sins.”
“Bathe yourself from impuritics und you wall be free from all sins.”
“I'd like to be raised on the Day of Judgement in the light”
“Daon't wrong yourself or any other creatare, and your will be raised an the Day of Judgement in the
ligin.”
“T'd like Allzh to bestow His mercy on me”
“If you have mercy on yourself and others, Allal will grant you mercy on the Day of fudgesment.”
“Pd like my sins to be very few”
“If you seck the forgiveness Allah as much as you can, your sins wifl be very few.”
“I'd like to be the most honourable man.”
“Uf you do not complain to any fellow creature, you will be the most honourable of ines.”
“I'd like to be the strongest of men.”
I you put your srust in Aliah, yon will be the strongest of men.”
“I'd like to enlarge my provision.”
“If you keep yourself pure, Allaly will endarge your provision.”
“1'd like to be loved by Allzh and His messenger.”
“If vou love what AN and His messenger love, you will be among their beloved ones.”
“I wish to be safe from Allah’s wrath on the Day of Judgement.”
“If you do not lose your temper with any of your fellow creattires, you will be safe from the wrath of
Allah on the Day of Judgement.”



“I'd like my prayers to be responded.”
“If you arvid forbidden actions, your prayers will hie vesponded.”
“Pd like Allah not to disgrace me on the Day of Judgement.”
If you grard your chastity, Allal will not disgrace you on the Day of Judgement.”
“I'd like Allah to provide me with a protective covering on the Day of [udgement.”
“Da not uncover your fellow creatures faults, and Allai will provide you with a covering protection
on the Day of Judgement.”
“What will save me from sins?”
“Toars, husmility and illness,”
“What are the best deeds in the eyes of Allah:”
“Gentle manners, modesty dnd patience.”
“What are the worst evils in the eyes of Allah?”
“Hot temper and miserliness.”
“What assuages the wrath of Allah in this life and in the Hereafter?”
“Concealed chuarity and kindness to relatives,”
“What extinguishes Hell’s fires on the Day of Judgemene?”
“Daticnee in adversity and misfortunes”

(Related by Ahmad ibn Hanbal)

Source: A Hadith booklet published by The Istamic Call Society, Tripoli Libya.
s DeClaration of faith e————
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Transliteration mes———

Correct pronunciation of Arabic words 15 very important. Incorrect pronunciation changes
the meaming of an Arabic word. Arabic words have to be pronounced correctly

Transliteration marks are shown below as a guide to correct pronunciation. These marks
help to show how the words should sound, but it is not possible to show on a printed page
exactly how to pronounce words.

For example, the word Allah should be pronounced correctly with the two Ls sounded
distinetly, and the Tast A has to be a long sound. The name Midanmad should be pronounced
with a glottal sound of H rather than the normal H sound,with the two Ms sounded clearly.

I have used phonetic transhteration for the benefit of younger learners, e.g. Saranl Fatihah
rather than Sarah al-Fatihah, at-Tashahhud rather than al- Tashaliid, ete.

Ideally, 1t 15 best to hsten to an Arabic-speaking petson, or someone who has learned how
to say Arabic words correctly. Audio and video resources can be immensely helpful.

Arabic  Trandliteration  English  Example Arabic  Transliteration  English ~ Example
symbol symbol sound synbol symbol sound
\ a add Akbar g_} t far Iafimal
- b bit Bilal O q - Qnr'an
o t ap Tirmidht _‘j k King Ka‘bah
(o th think  ‘Uthman J ! list Lagman
C j Just Jannah r m mist Musa
'C h Muhammad d n name Nah
t— kh loch Khaltfah K w wait Wadn'
S d dawn Dawnd o 2 h rehash Ihratim
3 dh worthy — Tirmidht 6 y year Yasin
) T rip Kahman a tif followed, W otherwice Salal:
} 7 7ip Zakah ¥ ’ = Qur'an
& s sat Sunnah ’/j.'u(;u) a tap Rufab
u" sh shape  Shahadah l ‘ a Saab Dmind
0° $ - Sawm ihkasra) 1 grin Jinn
u.ﬂ d - Ramadan C;‘ 1 deed Khadrjah
.\0 t - Taharah "(d:nmm,‘ u pull Jumm‘al;
.yo F4 - Luhr 3’ 0 food Dawnd
E_ ‘ = ‘Agr :,l aw how Satim
.t gh ~ Maglmib ;}/ ai tie Sulaiunan

—
fen]



———————  A[2DiC SYMDOls w———

Bus Sallallahy ‘alaihi wasallam should be said when Prophet
Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him Muhammad &% is mentioned
B Alaihis salam may be said when a prophet
Peace be upon him of Allah 1s mentioned
& Radiyallahu ‘anhu (plural ‘anlium) may be said when a miale companion of
May Allah be pleased with him Praphet Muliammad & 18 mentioned
B Radiyallahu ‘anha (plural ‘anhunna) may be said when a female companion of
May Allah be pleased with her Prophet Muhammad & is mentioned
—— v caemaman. ATADIC Dales me—

The Islamic calendar is lunar (based on the cycle of the moon). The Islamic year has twelve
lunar months, and 15 about 354 days long, 11 days shorter than the Western solar year. Islamic
years are dated from the Hirah (migration) of Prophet Muliammad £ in 622 CE (Christian
or Common Era), so the first year of the Islamic calendar is 1 AH (After Hirah).

Formula to change AH to CE
CE = %(AH) +622

Example: 1421 AH = 32 (1421) + 622 = 2000 CE (approx.)

Formula to change CE to AH
AH = 33 (CE - 622)
32

Example: 2000 CE = %% (2000 - 622) = 1421 AH (approx.)

The Islamic months are: Mularram, Safar, Rabr 'l Aunval, Rabt'wl Akhi, Jumadal Uia, Jumadai
Akhirah, Rajab, Sha‘ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, Diul Qa'‘dal, Dhul Higah,

References from the Quran s

Quotations and references from the Qur'an are followed by the number of the Sarai (chapter)
then the number of the verse, e.g. (2:177) means Sraks 2, verse 177.

Verses in the same chapter are separated by a comma, e.g. (2:36, 47-49) means Sarah 2,
verse 36 and verses 47 to 49,

Verses quoted from different chapters are separated by a semicolon, e.g, (2:255; 5:56-59)
means Sfirah 2, verse 255 and Sfrah 5, verses 56 to 59.

11



Dedication & DU’
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I dedicate this book to those sincere and selfless slaves of Almighty Allah,
especially the youth, who willingly and consciously decide to sacrifice everything
they have to seck His pleasure.

O Almighty Allah,
my Creator, Owner and Sustainet,
Watcher of all my deeds,
I implore You, bescech You, beg Yon
to accept this humble effort of mine,
help the readers of this book to the Light of Guidance
and grant me pardon on the Day of Judgement
When nothing except Your Mercy and Blessings
will be of any help.
Amm.

%

)
S (=)

=




Infroduction and Basic Beliefs l

N

*

In the name of Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind

s (S|4 NTOdUCHON m———" N—

slam 15 a complete way of life. It is the guidance for all mankind from Allah, the

Creator of the Umiverse. It covers all the things people do m their hifetime. Islim

tells us the purpose of our creation, our final destiny and our place among other
creatures. It shows us the best way to conduct our private and public affairs, including
social, political, econonne, moral and spiritual activities,

Islam is an Arabic word which means submission and obedience, Submission 1s
acceptance of Allah’s commands. Obedience means putting Allih's commands nto
practice. Submission and obedience to Allah bring peace, which is why Islan also means
peace. A person who aceepts the Iskimic way of life and acts upon it is 2 Mushim,

Allah, another Arabic word, is the proper name of God. Muslims prefer to use the
word Allah rather than the word God. Allih does not mean ‘the God of the Muslims’,
as some people wrongly behieve. Rather, it is the name the Creator has chosen for
Himiself. Allah 1s the Creator of everyone and everything. He is unique and has no
son or daughter. Mushims should begin their actions by saying Bismillal, which means
‘in the name of Allah’.

Islam is the way of peace and harmony. If we look around, we see that all things —
the sun, the moon and the stars, the high mountains and the mighty oceans -~ obey
alaw: the Law of Allah. We tind no disorder or chaos in them. Everything is in its right
place. We sce perfect otder and total harmony in the system of Nature that Allah has
created, The sun rises in the east and sets in the west and there has been no exception
to this rule. The moon and the stars shine at night. Night passes, a new day comes,
and so the process goes on. Flowers blossom and the trees have green Jeaves in the
spring. Everything has a set course that cannot be violated. Have you ever noticed
any violation in the Law of Allah by these objects of Nature? No, of coutse not.
Why? Simply because they are made to obey Allah. They have no choice but to obey.

13



Innad dina ‘indallabil Islam
“Surely, the way of life acceptable to Allah is Isiam.” (3:19)

This 1s why we find eternal peace in the system of Nature. But human beings are
different: Allah has given us the knowledge and ability to choose between right and
wrong. Not only this, in case we forget He has also sent us constant reminders, by
sending His prophets and books for our guidance. The final messenger of Allah 1
Mulammad &, and the final book of guidance is the Qur'an.

Yet He does not force us to obey Him. He has given us the choice either to obey
ot disobey Him, Why? Because He wants to test us. After this test there will be a Day
of reward and punishment. This is the Day of Judgement (Yawmuddin). Those who
pass the test will be rewarded with everlasting happiness and peace in Paradise (al-
Jannah) and those who fail will suffer terrible punishment in Hell (al-Jahannam). We
can carn this reward and escape punishment by obeying and worshipping Allah.

We know there is peace and harmony in all of Nature; because nothing ever
disobeys Allah. Neither the sun nor the moon, the mountains nor the trees, the
animals on land or in the sea, can disobey Allah — they just behave as He has created
theni to behave. They have no choice,

The only exceptions are human beings and the Jinu (creatures we can't see); they
have free will, which means they can choose whether to obey or disobey Allah. But
if we follow the guidance given to us through the prophets, we are sure to have
peace in the world we live in.

All human beings, by their very nature, like good things and dislike bad things. For
example, we all like truthfulness and hate lies. Even a liar does not like to be called a
har! Why? Because we know in our hearts that telling lies is a bad thing. In the same
way, helping others, showing kindness, politeness, respect for parents and teachers,

14



honesty and all other forms of good conduct are always liked and appreciated: but
rudeness, cruelty, lies, hurting others, distespect to parents and teachers, using foul
language, drug addiction, stealing, violence and other bad conduct are disliked by
everyore. So, we can say that human nature likes ghe Right and dislikes the Wrong.
Raght 1s Ma'raf (g_))ju) and wrong 1s Munkar (}3:) in Arabic — the language of
the Qur'an.

It is also human nature to love peace and hate disorder. Peace comes from obedience
to Allahs Law, whilst disorder is the outcome of disobedience. Islam establishes this
peace, which is pact of man’s nature; so, Islim 15 called the Religion of Nature; in
Arabic this is Dinul Figral (o | u.z.))

To achieve peace in socicty, Iskm calls upon Muslims to work together towards
what is right and to keep away from what is evil. This joint effort to root out evil and
establish truth 1s called Jihad (3 LG—’”) which neans to try one's utmost o see Trth
prevail and Falschood disappear from society. The aim of Jihad is to seek the pleasure
of Allah. You will learn more about fihad later in this book.

The Purpose of Human Creation

Allzh created human beings to do His bidding and obey His commands. Aliah says
in the Qur'an, His final guidance for mankind:

“t have not created Jinue and mankind (for any other purpose) except to worship Me.”
(51:56)

“Worship®in this verse means total obedience to Allah’s commands. The Qur'anic
word for worship is ‘Thadah (a.)\.&) Every good thing we do is @hadah, if we do 1t
for Allah's sake. The purpose of our life is to please Allah through ‘Ihadah.

‘Thadah s the way to achieve success and happiness in ths life and 1 the Tife after death,

Islam or ‘Mohammedanism’

Istam 1s sometimes incorrectly called ‘Mohammedanism’ and Muslims
‘Mohammedans’. Other religions have been named after their founder or after the
community in which the religion prospered. For example, Chiristianity has been named
after Christ, Buddhism after Buddha and Judaism after the tribe of Judah. But Islaim has
not been named after Mulbammad & . 1t 1s the name of Allzh’s Guidance for mankind
revealed through all the prophets, the last of whom was Muhanmad &.

Islam and Muslims are words used in the Qur'an. The Qui’an says, “Surcly, the way of
life acceptable to Allaly is Islam.” (3:19) “He named you Musfims before and in this.” (22:78)
The message of all the prophets from Adam %2 to Mujiammad & 1s the same: obey
Allzh and none other. This message, sent through prophets, was completed at the
time of Muharimad £ who was the last in the chain of prophethood. This 1s mentioned
i the Qur'an: “This day 1 have perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon
you and have chosen for you Islam as your way of life.” (5:3) It is wrong, then, to call Islim
‘Mohammedanism’ and Muslims ‘Mohammedans’.

15
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Key Stage 3 (11-14)

What is Islam?

Explain why the word ‘religion’ does not give the full meaning to the word
Islam,

How do you think Islim can bring peace?

Why do you think Allil does not force us to obey Him?

What does being a Muslim really mean?

What do we mean when we say that things in Nature are in complete harmony?
Give some everyday examples of ‘Ibadah.

What do the following Arabic words mean: % I3 .,
a. Islam ((y\.ub b. ‘Ibadah (3)\—5‘) . Ma'raf ((2 o )afo) d. Munkay (ﬁi«)

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

What is Iskam?

What does being a Muslim really mean?

Why did Allah create us?

What special characteristic has Allah given to humans and why?

Why is Islam called Dmul Figrah?

Write a paragraph on why just having a Muslim name does not always make a
person Mushim.

Write down in your own words why Islim should not be called Mokarmmedusism,
Brietly deseribe the ideals of the Islunic way of life and why we should try to
live by them,

Discuss how observing Nature and how it works points to the existence of a
Creator. Use verses from the Qur'an to clarify your answer,

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

i

“Living true Islam in the modern world is definitely a challenge.” Discuss this statement
with regards to advancements in technology and the search for spirituality.

“Io live means continual submission. Some submit to hedonism, or to a political idea; and
some to faith. We all submit to something but we are free to choose.” Explain the meaning
of this statement in relation to Islamic teaching.



. (50 Beliefs smsms vmm————

The basic behiets of Tslam are: 1 Allah

2 Angels of Allah
(Mal’'tkah)

3 Books of Allah
(Kitubllah)

4 Messengers of Allah
(Rusufuliah)

5 The Day of Judgement
(Yatomuddin)

6 Destiny (al-Qadr)

7 Life after death (Akhivai)*

These beliefs have been stated precisely in al-Tmanul Mufagsal }«é.ﬂ.&\ QL&Y\ )k
the Faith in detail:

)M)FY\)H ‘\L.u;}d &?\;jéﬂ\)w:i
u}J\Mv&i\_’J\xd)ﬂuﬁcw_’ar}

Amanti billahi, wa wialdikatilt, wa fatubih, wa rsulib,
wal yavwnil aklvivi, wal gadei klaiviht wa shaveibt minallahi '3, wal ba'thi ba'dal maw
“I believe in Allsh, 10 His angels, in His books, in His messengers,
in the Last Day (Day of fudgement) and 1 the fact that everything good or bad is
decided by Allah, the Almighty, and i the life after death”

2 3

3. ANGELS OF ALLAH 1, ALLAH 6. DAY OF JUDGEMENT
4. BOOKS OF ALLAH 2. DESTINY 7. LIFE-AFTER-DEATH
5. MESSENGERS OF ALLAH

RISALAH TAWHID AKHIRAH

* Nuote:

The basic beliefs appear as six in some texts where The Day of fudgement is included in Life after death,



The seven beliefs may be grouped into three:

Tawhid (oneness and uniqueness of Allah) .).:p:y
Risalah ‘ (prophethood) .. ')
Akhirah (life after death) s}\

Tawhid, Risalah and Akhiral summarise the whole of the Islamic syctcm of life. So.
we must understand them thoroughly and very clearly.

ey e TINI] s, e

sl

Tawhtd means the oneness or uniqueness of Allah. It is the main part of Jman (Faith)
and 1s beautifully expressed i Saratul Tkhias in the Qur'an:

“Say, He is Allah, the One. Allah is Eternal and Absolute. Nene is born of Him, nor is He
born. And there is none like Him.” (Sarah 112)

Tawhid is the most important [slamic belief. Tt means that everything on this earth
is created by Allih, Who looks after and provides for all the needs of every creature.
He is the only Source of Guidance for finnr and human beings.

Tawlitd is the belief in Allzh with all His powers. Allih 1s All-Knowing, All-Wisc
and All-Powerful. He is the Merciful, the Kind and the Most-Loving. He is with us
all the time. He sees us, but we do not see Him. He was, is and always will be. He 1s
the First and the Last. He has no partuer, son ot daughter, nor has a father or mother.
He gives us life and takes it away. Everyone must return to Him after death.

The first duty of a Mustim is to declare his faith. To make this declaration a person
must say in words and believe in his heart — [a ilaha illaliahu Mubammadur rasalullah
— (there is no god except Allah; Muhammad 1s Allah’s messenger). The saying of

Allah

I8



these Arabic words 1s called ash-Shahadah (;>W\)(I)cclarat1c)n of Faith). There are
two parts of this declaravion: (1) 1.2 ilaha iiallah, (2) Mubammadur rasalullah.
The first part, La ilaha ilallah, has two aspects: Negative and Positive. La ilaha 1s

— 3l -
- \ w L
NP WYL
LA ILAHA ILLALLAH
(there is no god) (but Allah)
Negative Positive
NEGATIVE POSITIVE

(THERE IS NO GOD) (BUT ALLAH)

the negative aspect, whlst ilfallal 1s the positive one.

A believer must first cleanse his heart of the idea of any other god or any other
object of worship; only then can faith in the Oneness of Allih take root inside his/
her heart.

Let us try to understand this with an example. Suppose we have a piece of land
which 1s full of weeds and bushes where we want to grow wheat. Now, if we sow
very good wheat seeds in the land without first cleaning it fully, we cannot hope to
get a good wheat crop. So what must we do? We must cultivate the land, clear the
weeds and bushes and prepare the soil before we sow the seeds. We can thus expect
good crops.

Let us compare the land with the human heare. If the heart is full of beliefin false
gods, we cannot expect Tawhrd to take root there. So it must be cleansed of any other
zod or object of worship; only then will Tawhid take root and the light of faith will shine.

Tawhid shapes and influences the enure course of our life. This is why we must
have a clear understanding of its meaning.
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The vast and majestic umverse with its amazingly flawless system clearly indicates
that there is one Creator and one Supreme Controller of this wonderful universe.

When we think about the unique system and perfect order of the universe, we
find no chaos in it, The sun, the moon and the galaxy obey the same Supreme
Authority. The whole universe obeys the laws of this Supreme Power, There is
complete cooperation and harmony in the system. Everything is nicely set in its
place. No improvement van be suggested and no defect detected. This superb and
perfect combination of order and beauty is clear proof of the presence of an All-
Wise and All-Powerful Creator and Regulator.

Had there been more than one Creator and Controller of the planets, for example,
there would have been conflict and chaos (21:22). We notice no such disorder in the
universe. The efficient running of a school and the steering of a car or a ship, calls for
one headmaster, one driver or one captain. No single institution can be run problem
free with more than one leader, just as no car can be driven by more than one person
at the same time.

The universe, made up of many planets and stars, 15 a unit. All 1ts components have
a common origin and purpose because the universe was deliberately created by one
Absolute Power. Everything in the universe works in harmony and co-operation as
do the various parts of the human body. The limbs of the human body seem to have
different functions, but they all serve the same purpose — keeping the body fit and
functioning properly.

wmmemessn The Effect of Tawhid on Human tfe we s
Belief m La ilaka illallah o Tawhid has a far-reaching impact on our life:

B A believer in Tawhid surrenders himself completely to the Will of Allah and
becomes His true servant and subject. Allah has created all that is on the earth and m
the sky for the service of mankind. When a person surrenders himself to Allzh's
commands, he understands and appreciates that Allih has made all creation for his
benefit and use.

The Qur'an confirms this when it says, “Have you not seen how Allah has made all
that is in the earth subservient to you?” (22:65) “De you nof see how Allah has harnessed
whatever is in Heaven and whatever is on earth for you? He has lavished His bounties on you
hoth apparent and hidden...” (31:20)

These two verses clearly indicate that Allih has created everything on the earth
and in the sky for the service and comfort of humans. The blessing of being served
by other objects and creatures is only apparent when we believe and practise Tawhrd.
This means we must be totally obedient to Allah.

B 1t produces in the believer a high degree of self-respect, confidence and
contentment. He knows that he depends on none but Allah for the fulfilnent of his
needs. He firmly believes thac Allab alone has the power to previde all his requirements
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and no one else has any power to do good or harm hum.

When can a believer be confident and develop self-respect? He can be so only
when he feels that he depends on nene but His Creator for all his needs. He does
not worry because he knows that Allah will take care of all his needs if he is truly
obedient.

I'his behef makes a believer humble and modest. He is never arrogant or haughty.
He is fully aware that everything on earth belongs to Allah and he gains control over
the rest of the creation ouly by being a subject of Allih. He also knows very well that
whatever he has is from Allih. So chere is no reason to be proud or arrogant.

Bl Belief in Taehid makes a believer dutiful and upright. The believer knows thae he
mst carry out the commands of his Creator to succeed mn this life and the life
hereafter. This awareness keeps him away from neglecting Ins duties and from other
$1115.

B It makes a person brave and courageous. It removes from his mind the fear of
death or concern for safety. The believer knows that it is Allah who will cause death
at the appointed time and none but He can harm the believer’s safety. So, if he obeys
Allzh, he has nothing to worry about. He goes on doing his duty without any fear.
[l A believer in Tanfitd consciously feels himself to be part of the whole universe.
He is the best of all creations of Alfah — the Powerful Master of the whole universe.
This belief broadens his horizon and his outlock expands.

@ [t produces in a believer strong determination. patience and perseverance. The
believer becomes single-minded and dedicates himself to seeking the pleasure of his
Creator,

Imagine a boat. It has a rudder which pindes the boat’s movement: with the rudder
under control, the boat moves forward proudly over the waves, but if the boat is not
controlled by the rudder, it is tossed in any direction by every wave, \

Similarly, when a believer surrenders himself to Allah alone, he can go forward in

the affairs of life without fear. But if he does not obey Allah, he has to obey false gods
like the fear of losing his job, fear of danger, fear of hunger and the like. When
someone believes in Allah alone, his life is not ruled by such fears,
The most important effect of the bebief in La ifaha illallah is that it makes a
person obey Allah’s commands. A believer in Tawhid is sure that Allah knows and sees
everything and he cannot escape Allih’s ever-watchful eye for a single moment, In
tact, Allsh is neater to him-than his own jugular vein (50:16). $0,a true believer does
not comniit a sin either secretly or in the darkness of the night because he firmly
believes that Allah sees everything all the time.

A believer in Tawhid seeks the pleasure of Allah by making his actions reflect his
beliets. Belief without practice is worthless in tsbam,

We Muslims are believers in Tawjind. We are Allah’s servants and subjects. We must
practice what we believe in.
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s RN e s I AI-Qadr S R e TR TR
We believe that Allah has created the universe and He is its Absolute Controller and
Regulator. Allah has fixed a set course for everything in the universe; this is called al-
Qadr. Nothing can happen without the will and the knowledge of Allih. The destiny
of every creature 15 already known to Allah. (25:2, 33:38)

But this does not mean that man has no freedom of will. We know that man is the
Khaltfah (agent) of Allih on this earth. We also know that Allah does not force us to
do anything. It 15 up to us to obey or disobey Him. Whether we will obey or disobey
1s known to Him. But the fact that Allzh knows what we are going to do does not
affect our freedom of choice. Man does not know what his destiny is. He has the {ree
will to choose the course he will take.

We will be judged on the basis of our intentions on the Day of Judgement. If we
follow Allah’s guidance we will be rewarded: if not, we will be punished.

By believing in al-Qadr we testify that Allah is the Absolute Controller of all the
affairs of His universe. It 1s He Who decides what 1s good and what 15 bad.

Allah already knows the fate of all human beings. This does not mean that we can
do whatever we like, as if it would make no difference to what happens to us. We
must pay attention to the Divine Guidance provided by Allah the Almighty. He gave
human beings free will. We are free to choose between right and wrong. We will be
judged for our actions on earth on the Day of Judgement.

Allah knows everything. He 1s the only One Who can judge His subjects. He
commands mankind to follow the Divine Guidance He has prescribed for man’s
success in the life after death. But it depends entirely on the mercy of Allah to judge
who will be rewarded and who will not.

Allah knows what will happen to everyone, but we do not know, His foreknowledge
is one of His Divine qualities (ag-Sifar).

Sometimes things happen that do not make sense to us. Why do floods, hurricanes
and carthquakes happen? Why do people starve to death in many countries around
the world? Why do people suffer? What makes one man good and another a criminal?

We do not know all the answers to these questions. We have only a little knowledge
of the universe, but Allah knows everything. We would be wasting time if we blamed
Aliah for the problems or the bad things that happen, simply because we do not
seem to see the reasons behind them. -

We should have firm faith in the wisdom of our All-Knowing Creator, and help
people in distress as much as we can.

We are unable to understand and interpret many of Allih’s actions. It is meaningless
to argue that human beings act without freedom and that we are forced to act the
way we do. We decide for ourselves what we will do, and what we will not, and we
are responsible for our own actions. This freedom of action does not contradict the
fact that Allah already knows what we do or will do.
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What did you leam? (1) semesms—

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

1%

2

S RIS

Look at the diagram of the basic beliefs on page 17. Can you design vour own
diagram to display the seven basic beliefs of a Muslim?
What do the following Arabic wordsymean: |

a. Mal'ikale (S5 b, Kutubultal (48 LS

c. Risalah (ﬁLﬂ 3 . ik Akhirah (3 )?-\)

What does the word Tawhid mean?

Caretully read the words of Sararn/ Ikehias. What does it tell us about Tawhid?
Who is the Controller of the Universe and how does He control it?

Why do you think the presence of more than one Creator would cause problems?
Look at the diagram on page 19, and describe in your own words how it explaing
the belief in Tawlid.

Key Stage 4 ("175-‘16)

1

o

5%

“Befief in Tawhid ought fo change a person’s fife." Explam thvs statement, giving
practical examples to clarify your answer,

“Tawhid, Risalah and Akhirah, explain the whole of the Islamic system of life.” Discuss
this statement.

. Group the seven basic beliefs of Islaim tato the three basic concepts and create a

diagram of your own.

What is the Arabic word for each of the words listed below:

a. Faith b. Prophethood ¢ The One d. Oneness of Allah
e. Angels f. Books of Allah  g. Declaration of Faith

Explain why belief in al-Qadr is so important in the life of a Muslim.

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

it

Discuss the significance of the positive and negative aspects of Tawhid.

2. “Belief in Tawhtd has to result in action in order to be effective.” Justify this statement in

3

your own words.
Give an outline of the Islimic belief that al-Qadr does not interfere with a person’s
free will to choose between right and wrong.
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s Risd|ah (Prophethood) e—
Risalah 1s a channel of communication between Allah and mankind. Aliah, the Most
Merciful, has provided man with Guidance to follow the right course and to make
this world a happy and peaceful place to live m.There is a great reward in the life
after death for those who follow this Guidance.

Since the beginning of Creation, Allah has sent His Guidance for mankind through
His chosen agents. These chosen people are called prophets (sing. #abt, pl. anbiya’).
They asked the people of their time to obey and worship Allih alone. They taught,
guided and trained the people about how to follow the way of Allah.

Prophets were human beings. We should never refer to them as the sons ot Allah.
Allah is One and He has no partner, son or daughter. It 1s a major sin to say that Allah
has a son, daughter or partner.

The message of all the prophets is one and the same. As Allah is One, so is His
message. The message 15 to worship Allah alone and to reject all false gods. “We did
send Nah (Noah) to his people, and he said ‘My folk, worship Allah, you have no other god
than Him.I fear for you the torment of an awful day’” (7:59) In other words, all the
prophets preached the message of:

La aha illatidh
(There is no god except Allah)

We need Guidance from Allah. As we human beings are weak and frail; we have
no knowledge of the future and the knowledge we do have is limited. Also, we are
not perfect. We are even unable to see what is behind us. Human knowledge invariably
changes with time. Humans are unable to make Guidance for themselves which 1s
valid for all times and all conditions. This 1s the reason why Allah has blessed us wath
Guidance through prophets, The Qur’an is the last book of Allah’s Guidance.

Allah has also sent books of Guidance through some of His prophets (2:213,7:52).
They are also called messengers (sing. ras@il, pl. rusul). Prophets and Messengers showed
by their own example how to obey Allih.

Allah sent prophets to every nation at different times (10:47, 13:7, 35:24). It was
necessary to send prophets at different times to bring forgetful human beings back
to the right path (as-Sirapul Mustaqim).

Prophets of Allah

According to a saying of Prophet Mithammad £, the number of prophets 15 one
hundred and twenty-four thousand. As Muslims, we must believe in all the prophets and
messengers (2:285). Allah’s guidance to mankind, which began with Adam 28, was
completed with Muhammad &.The Qur'an mentions only the twenty-five most
prominent by name:
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Prophets
o/ Allah

mentioned in the Quran

algy Yusuf Joseph
st Shu‘aib

H‘S‘!\ Ayyuh Job

wea Miusa Moses

us A Hartin  Aaron
Jasiys Dhul Kifl Ezekiel

aa Dawiid David_

" Wl - Sulaiman -»Solome
.  AlYasa, |




e ANJCIS v i
We have already mentioned belief in Angels (Mala’ikal) in al-Tmanul Mufagsal. Who
are the angels? What do they do? Can we see them? How are they different from man?

Angels are a special creation of Allah. They have been created from divine light
(Nar) to perform specific duties. By comparison Adam, the first man, was created
from clay, and the Jinn from fire. Ibits, the devil, is from the Jinn. Some people think
Iblrs was the leader of the angels. The Qur’an says Iblis was from among the finn (18:50),

Allah gave Angels the qualities and powers necessary to carry out their duties, but they
do not have free will. They always obey Allah and can never disobey Him. Man, on the
other hand, has been given free will and can choose between right and wrong, This 1s
why man will have to account for his actions on the Day of judgement.

Angels do what Allah commands them to. They are the sinless servants of Aliah’
will. They help men in the use of free will. Man decides what to do and angels help
him to carry out the decision. i

The duty of angels is to glorify and praise Allah. They never get tired. They are
always ready to obey Allah. They do not need sleep, nor do they require the things a
human being would need.

We cannot see angels unless they appear in human forny. Angel Jiba'il once appeared
i human form before a gathering of the companions of the Prophet &. He came
to teach them, but only the Prophet £ knew he was an angel. Angels can take any
suitable appearance to carry out their duties.

There are many angels in the kingdom of Allah. Prominent among them are:

Jibra'tl or Jibril (Gabriel) «.};)".’- ¢ }J\)..p-
Mika’il or Mikal (Michael) JK.A ¢ ‘}JKA
Pzea’ll (Malakul Mawt, also called Azrail) (g.J)l\ gﬂ&o) H\))S«

Israfil J;_?\).w\e

Jibra'1l brought the revelation from Allah to Prophet Muhammad & and to afl the
other prophets. ‘Tzr2’tl — also called the ‘Angel of Death’ (Malakul Mawt) — is
responsible for ending our life, Iuafil will blow the trumpet at the time of the end of
the world and on the Day of Judgement.

Some angels are busy recording all that we do. They are called the Honourable
Recorders (Kiraman Katiban). Not a single word we say goes unrecorded (50:18).

Allah maintains His kingdom perfectly, and angels are His obedient servants. Angels
will welcome in Heaven those of us who always obey Allah’s commands and will
throw the wrong-doers into Hell (39:71-74).
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smmmesnsesssms The Books of All2h eese—

so far we have learned that we human beings are the servants of Allah and His
agents on carth. But we need guidance to carry out our duties as Allah’s agents. We
are unable to guide ourselves because we have many weaknesses within us and we
have very hmited knowledge of the past, present and future. Only Allah is above all
these shortcomings and He alone has the power to give us guidance that is suitable
for all times and places. We know that Allah has not left us without guidance and that
He has sent prophets to show us the right path in life. In addition to this, He has also
sent books of guidance through some prophets — His messengers.

Allah’s blessings are countless. He provides us with all that we need. Just imagine
how wonderfully He arranges our growth in the tender and affectionate care of our
parents from birth to youth.Who provides us with food when we are in our mother's
womb? Who fills our mother’s breasts with milk to suckle as soon as we are born?
Allah, the Merciful, of course.

Allah’s greatest favour to mankind 1s His Guidance contained in the revealed
books. The pure, perfect and most useful knowledge comes only from Allah, the
Wisest and the Greatest {2:146—-147, 4:163, 53:1-6),

TAWRAH ZABUR INJIL QURAN

A Muslim believes in all the revealed books which are mentioned in the Qur'an.
They are: the Tawrah (Toral) of Mfsa %8 (Moses), the Zabair (Psalms) of Dawad 32
(David), the Injil (Gospel) of “Isa 38 (Jesus) and the Qur’an revealed to Mulammad
&.The Qur'an also mentions the Suhuf of Ihrahim % (Scripture of Abraham).
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Of the divine books, only the Qur’an remains unchanged, preserved in its original
torm. The original Tawrah', Zabfir and Infil' no longer exist. The texts available today
were written by their followers many years after the death’ of their prophets. The
writers have changed and distorted Allah’s words. They have mixed divine words
with those of human beings.

The Bible, which is a collection of the books of the Old festament and the New
Testament, has been translated into English from available Hebrew and Greek
manuscripts, A caretul reader can easily find some of the additions and alterations
made to them.

The Bible, as it 1s available today, has many human additions which do not appear to be
correct”. It is not a divine revelation. It contains numerous misleading misconceptions
and false accounts of the prophets. The message of Allah sent through them was either
lost or distorted, because of the neglect or folly of their followers. On the other
hand, the Qur'an contains Allah's guidance for mankind in its-original form and
language, unchanged and undistorted. It restates in clear and unambiguous language
the message of Allah which the followers of carlier prophets have lost. The message
of the Qur'an 15 valid for all times and climes,

Notes:

1 The Tausah was revealed in Hebrew and the Injil most probably in the Aramaic (Svriac) language.

Y

2 The Bible consists of the Old Testament and the New Testament.

The Old Testament-includes the five books of the Pentaterch (Genests, Exoduts, Leviticus, Numibers and
Deaterapomy), the books of Lzra, Pralms and others.
The New Testament includes four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Gospel of Barnabas, which
appears to be the most authentic version of Prophet 124 life, 1s not included in it

3 The ol (Gospel) was compiled after Prophet fia (Jesus) was taken up by Allah. According to Christians,
‘hid was crucified and died as a result. The Qur'an refutes this and states that Js1 was lifted up by Allal
(4:157-158),

Prophet N (Noah) is described as drunk and naked in the book of Genesis (ch. &, verses 20-22), unbefitting
of a prophet. s

Incest ascribed to Laf (Lot) in Genesis (ch. 19, verses 31-37) again, cannot be an act of a prophet.
¢ Falsehood attributed to Ishag (Isaac) in Genesis (ch. 26, verses 7-11).

d A comparison of verses 16~17 in chapter 19 in Mattlew with verses 17-18 of chapter 10 of Mark in the
New Testament shows how individusl compiiers added human words to Allah’s words.

Source: The New English Bible, Oxford University Press, 1970.
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oammmmemneesn What did you leam? (10} m——

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

What is Risalah?.. ;

Why did Allih need to send so many prophets and messengers?

How many prophets are named in the Qur'an?

Write down the names of four great angels and briefly describe their jobs.
Draw the diagram of the Books of Allah in your exércise book. To whom was
ecach book revealed?

e

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

1. Who was the first Prophet of Allah?

2. Who was the last Prophet of Allah?

3. What is as-Siratul Mustagim?

4. “Prophets and messengers have been sent sinee the begimning of fivie 1o guide ns.” Why
was this necessary?

5. In your own words write ten sentences about the angels of Allih. ;

6. Name the revealed books mentioned in the Qur'an and the form'in which they
can now be found.

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

1. Define the word Risalal and explain its significance for our lives.
2. Explain in your own words the status and duties of the angels of Allah.
3. If humans possess free will, explain why they need guidance from Allzh. Why

can’t they just do as they like?
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sewmswessessse T11¢ (UIAN st . wo——
The Qur'an is a unique book. It 15 the Guidance from our Creator for all humans. It
is the sacred book of Mustims and the main source of Law in [slam. Muslinis believe
every word of the Qur'an is from Allh.

The Qur'an is the final revelation from Allah to mankmd. The revelation to Propher
Muframmad & began in the cave of Hird' on the Mount Nur in 610 CE. As we have
satd, the previous books sent to carlier prophets no longer exist in their original
form. Only the Qur'an remains unchanged. It is the Guidance for all of humanity
untl the end of the world. So, it is clearly very important that this book 1s preserved
and kept free from human distortion.

No other book in the world can match the Qur'ant in respect of its recording and
preservation. The astonishing face about this book of Alizh is that it has remained
unchanged even to a dot over the last fourteen hundred vears. Allah the Alnughty
has Humself taken the responsibility of preserving the Qur'an. He says: “Surely, We
have revealed this reminder (Dhikr) and Lo, We verily arc its Guardian.” (15:9) This verse
shows that Allah revealed the Qur'an and He will protect it. Indeed, He has protected
1t from any change whatsoever, and His protection will continue until the end of the
world.

None except the Creator could have produced the unique verses of the Qur'an.
Allah challenges humans and Jinn together to produce anything similar to the Qur'an,
whilst informing them that they will never be able to do it (2:23; 10:37-38: 17.88).
This challenge remains, and will continue to remain, unanswered.

The Qur'dn was recorded as soon as 1t was revealed under the personal supervision
of Prophet Muhanumad 8. 'The Qur’an exists today 1n its original form, unaltered
and undistorted. 1t is a living miracle in the sense that it has survived so many
centuries without suffering even the smallest change. Every word of it — every
single letter and sound — is in the hearts and minds of thousands of Muslims who
continue to memorise and reaite it every day. No variation of text can be found in
it. You can check this for yourself by listening to and comparing the recitation of
Muslims from different parts of the world.

Arabic, the language of the Qur'an, unlike the languages of other revealed books,
15 a living, dynamic and very rich language. Millions of people all over the world use
Arabic in their daily lives. This shows the relevance of the Qur'an and its universal
usefulness even in today’s world.

Through the Qur'an our Creator speaks to us. It is a clear proof of His Sovereignty
over the universe, and that He is All-knowing, All-aware.

The subject matter of the Qur’an is Man and his ultimate goal in life. Its teachings
cover all areas of this life and the life after death. It contains principles, teachings and
guidance for every aréa of human activity. The theme of the Qur'an consists broadly
of the three fundamental concepts of Tawhid, Risalah and Akhirah. Tawlitd is the basic
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theme of the Qur'an. All the prophets of Allah called people towards Tawhiid. The
Qur'an gives a vivid description of the Paradise which will be awarded to the truly
obedient servants of Allih. The severe punishment to be meted out to the evildoers
i also described vividly m the Qur'an.

The Qur'an urges people to follow its guidance and teachings. The success of
human beings on this earth and in the life after death depends on obedience to the
teachings of the Qur'an. We cannot perform our duties as the servants of Allah and
His agents if we do not follow che Qur'an, The Qur'an urges us to use our energies
and wealth to establish the supremacy of Allth’s Laws and remove all evils from the
society in which we live,

The superb style of the Qur'an has a tremendous effect on its readers. [t totally changes
the pattern of life of those who believe and practice its teachings. It leaves a soothing
effect on the mind of its reader, even if he does not fully understand its meaning, The
incredible effect 1s hard to describe, it has to be experienced to really appreciate it.

The revelation, collection and compilation of the Qur’an

The Qur'an was revealed to Muhammad & through the angel Jibra'il. 1t was sent
down 1n stages and completed over a period of twenty-three years.

Each and every word of the Qur'an was recorded as soon as 1t was revealed by
Allah to the Prophet & through che angel Jibs1'1. The verses of the Qur'an were sent
down at different times according to the needs of the early Mushims, Jibra 1l carefully
wstructed the Prophet & m which arder the verses should be put together. The
Qur'an 1s not put together in the order the verses were revealed, nor according to
subject matter. [ts arrangement 1s according to Allah’s plan which shows 1ts strikingly
unique characteristics.

The Prophet’s secretary, Zaid bin Thabit, used to record them exactly as the Prophet
# told him. He would read back to the Prophet & what he had recorded.

The Qur'an consists of 114 chapters (sing. Sawad, pl. Swwar). The short opening
chapter, Sararul Fatihah (shown on page 32) 1s tollowed by the longest chapter of the
Qur'an, Saratul Bagarah (The Cow), with 286 verses. The chapters gradually get
shorter, The shortest chapter is the 108th chapter, Satati! Kawthar (The Abundance),
which has just 3 verses. There are 6236 verses (sing, Ayah, pl. Ayaf) altogther. Chapters
revealed when the Prophet was living in Makkah are known as Mukkr (Makkan) and
thase revealed in Madinali are called Madant (Madinas).

The Qur'an is also divided into 30 parts (sing, Juz’, pl. Ajza’) of roughly equal size,
which is convenient for recitation and memorization.

Many of the early Muslims memorised the Qur'an immediately after the verses
were revealed, Some of the famous Huffaz (plural: persons who memorised the
Qur'an; singular: Hafiz) were: Mu'adl bin Jabal, 'Ubadal bin as-Sasit, Abud Darda’,
Aba Ayyab al-Angart and Ubayy bin Ka'b.
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Shortly after the death of the Prophet #; in 632 CE, Usmar bin Al-Khasab suggested
to the first Khalifah, Aba Bakr, that the Qur'an be compiled into one volume. Up
untl then, the Qur'an was written down in separate sections. A commttee was
tormed under Zaid bin Thabit to gather the material of the Qur’an into one volume.

Great care was taken to compile the Qur'an exactly as it had been recorded during
the time of the Prophet &. After careful checking and rechecking the work was
completed. During the Khilafah of ‘Umar, the copy was kept with Hafsali, one of the
widows of the Prophet &,

Later, many schools were established for the teaching of the Qur'an throughout
the Muslim territories. During ‘Umar’s time, one such school in Damascus had sixteen
hundred pupils under Abud Dard2’, one of the famous Huffaz

As the Islamic state expanded, people 1n various places recited the Qur’an in their
local dhalect and accent. To avoid the possibility of any confusion or misunderstanding,
the Khaltfah, ‘Uthman, ordered the preparation of one standard version of the Qur'an
to be written in the dialect and accent of the Quraish. Prophet Muhammad & was
from the Quaish tribe. Zaid bin Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin az- Zubair, Sa'td bin al-*As and
‘Abdur Ralman bin al-Harith were asked to prepare copies from the copy of Hafsalt.

This far-sighted action by ‘Uthman made the uniform recitation of the Qur’an possible.
Two original copies from the time of the Khilatah of ‘Uthman sl exist today — one in
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the “Tapkapi Muscum in Istanbul, Turkey and the other in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The
National Library of Karachi, Pakistan has a photacopy of the Tashkent original.

The revelation of the Qur'an began in 610 CE art the cave Hira’ on Mount Nar in
Makkah The first revealed verses are:

Drte vt -
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Igrad bismi rabhikal fadhr khalag,
Khalagal insana min ‘alag.
lgrd wa rabbukal akrant,
Alladht ‘allama bil qalan.
‘Allamal insana malam ya'lam.

“Read in the name of your Lord Who created,
Created man from something that clings.
Read, and your Lord 1s most generous,
Who taught by the pen,

Taught man what he did not know.” (96:1-5)

The Qur'an was revealed over 22 years, 5 months and 14 days. The last verse of the
Qur'an was revealed shortly before the Pmphet’s é%’ death:

g
e (‘3 LS
u,:ug - w& \ \o
saalls
Al yawma akmaltu lakum dmakum
*wa atmamtu ‘alaikum wi‘mat,
; wa ragdion lakumul islama dman.
“This day | have perfected your religion for you,
and completed My favour upon you,
and chosen for you Islam as your way of lite.” (5:3)
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Many Arabic words used in the Qur'an are almost impossible to translate into
other languages, including English. However, with the help of the Ahadith and Strah
{biography of the Prophet & and his companions) translations of the Qur'an have
been produced in many languages.

Muslim scholars have devoted years of study to explain and interpret the Qur'an
i Arabic and other languages. These explanations and interpretations (Exegesis) are
called ‘lafastr (sing. Tafstr). They help us to understand the Qur'an. We seck Allah's help
to understand His words and act on them.

-l Dcath A TS A B e

Death is an undeniable natural event for all hving things. It comes and will come to
every one of us, We will all die. The Qur'as says:

“Everyone shall taste death.” (3:185; 21:35; 29:57)

Death brings an end to our temporary life on this earth. It is 'an occasion of
sorrow and grief for the loved ones of the deceased. In Tshat, people mourn for the
dead person by reciting the Qur’an and saying prayers (du‘a’).

Islam reminds us to remain conscious of the fact that death can arrive at any time.
Only Allah knows when His servants will die. Death puts an end to our human body
but it does not destroy our soul (rith). The soul is taken away by the angel Malakni
Mawt (‘Iza'll or Azrail) to Allah (32:11).

A person will behave well and follow Allah’s commands 1f he remains aware of
death and the life after death.

In Islam, a dead body is ritually washed before it is buried. Tt is then covered with
white sheets and fragrance is spread all over it. A funeral prayer is conducted before
the burial. This prayer is called Salaml Janazak.

We have already mentioned two of the most important beliefs in Tslam: Tawhid (oneness
of Allah) and Risalah (prophethood) . Now we will look at the Akhirah (Life after
death).

Belief in the Akhirah is vital for all Muslims. Our life on this earth is temporary. It
is meant to prepare us for the Akhiral, which is never-ending, Life on this earth is
meaningless if good actions are not rewarded and bad conduct not punished. Why
attend school if bad behaviour goes unpunished and there’s nothing at the end to
reward all our efforts? In the same way, life on earth- is meaningless if we don’t face
the consequences of our actions after death, standing in the majestic Court of Justice
of Almighty Allah on the Day of Judgement (Yawmul Akhir or Yawmuddin).

To prepare ourselves for this day, we need to follow the Guidance given through the
prophets. There would have been no need for prophets if there were no life after death.
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There are people who do not care whether there is a life after death or not. Seme
do not even believe in it at all. These people will suffer terribly for their disbelief. A
sensible person cannot possibly say there is no life after death. He can be doubtful
but he will always be at a loss it his doubt proves untrue.

So, the safe course to follow 15 to believe in all that the prophets told people to
believe. Not to care about Akhirah is a serious failing. We are certain that all human
beings die, so it is quite reasonable to prepare for that eternal life which, no doubt,
will follow death.

Doubts have been expressed by unbelievers about life after death. They cannot
understand how Allah can raise men and women after death. But Allah can make
human beings out of nothing so why should it be difficult for Him to raise them
after death? (22:5-7; 36:77-79).

The Qur'an says:

“Does man think that we shall not assemble-his hones? Yes, surely, yes, we are able to restore
the very shape of his fingertips.” (75:3-4)

Life on this earth would not be peacetul, rather it would be horrible, if all people
thought that there would be no lhfe after death. There would be no restraint or
control on what we do. Belief in the Akhirali has a tremendous influence on the life
of a Muslim, He knows that Allah 1s watching all his actions and he will have w
account for them on the Day of Judgement. His conduct and behaviour will therefore
be responsible, controlled and careful, He will always try to do those things which
Allsh will favour and give up those actions which will incur His punishment,

A Mushim belicves that he will be rewarded i the life after death for all his good
actions. He will live in Heaven, a place of eternal happiness and peace.

Wrong-doers will be punished on the Day of Judgement and will be sent to Hell,
1 place of severe punishment and suftering,

To prepare for that day and to be rewarded by Allah, the Merciful and the Kind,
we need to do all that He demands of us and give up all bad habits and wrong
actions. We can do this if we follow the Guidance given to Mubammad & by Allah.
This is the safest course for our success in this world and in the Akhirair.
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s What did you leam? {1d] sessss——

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

1. What is the Qur'an?

2. How many parts are there in the Qur'an?

3. When were the first verses of the Qur'an revealed?

4. What does the Qur'an say about death?

5. What 1s a Hafiz of the Qur'an?

6. What s Yawmuddin, and how should we prepare for it?

7. Describe how the Qur'an came to be in its present form.

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

Through whom was the Qut'an revealed to Mulammad &2

Who suggested the compilation of the Qur'an, and why?

How long did it take for the revelation of the Qnur'an to be completed?

Which verse of the Qur'an was revealed first?

“Belicf in the Akhirah helps to keep everything ini perspective.” Justify this statement in
relation to your understanding of Tslam.

6. What is the basic message of the Qur'an and how can it shape our lives 1 a
modern world?

CAREL AT R =

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

1. “The message of the Qur'an is universal even thou{éh it was revealed over 1400 years

ago.” Justify this statement in the form of a newspaper or magazme article.

“Enjoy today with no thought for tomorrow.” Explain the disadvantages of this kind

of outlook, and discuss why behefin the Akhirahi puts-a check on this attitude o

life. )

3. “Remembering death helps to keep us from being hypnotised by the glitier of worldly
things.” What does this sentence mean? Discuss.

b
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Basic Duties of Islam Y

slam has five basic duties which Muslims must do. They are known as the five
Ipiﬂars of Islim (Arkannl Islam). These pillars are mentioned 1 the following
Hadith (a saying of Prophet Mulammad £5):

\MQ}JJ:HY\AJ\YJ@J\@M u‘“"u\"’(&‘m
L)Lada)rya)cé-bco{}\*bl}co)haﬂ b\f’sd.}é\‘j

“Buniyal islamu ‘ala khamsin: shahadati an la ilaha illallaby wae anna muhamuiadan
rasilullahi, wa iqamis salati, wa 1a'iz zakati, wal hagfi, wa sawmi ramadan.”

“Islam is based on five things: declaring that there is no god except Allah and
that Muhammad is the Me“cngcf of Allh, the establishment of Salah, the payment
of Zakah,the Hajj and Sawm in the month of Ramadan.” (al-Bukhari). The iffustration
helow shows the five basic duties (not as pillars) with the duty ofA«h Shahadal in the
Centre,
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The five piltars which we call the Five Basic Duties as mentioned in the Had fith are:

Shahadah (declaration of faflh) 03\4—«3\
Salih {five compulsory daily prayers) S)A.\aj\
Zakih (welfare contriburion) og)\
Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) %\
Sawm {fasting during Ramadan) c}:czl\

sesesmssnmm: 5110020 smmm——"::
A Mushm declares or affirms his faith by reciting:

Wy W a A

La ilaha illalfahu Mubanumadur rasalullah.

\

[hese Arabic words mean: “There is no god except Allah; Mulammad is the messenger
of Allah.” This declaration 1s called al-Kalimatut Taiyibal. It contains the whole of
[shimic belief. There are two parts. The first part (1.3 diha illallak) 1s about the Oneness
of Allaly (Tawhid in Arabic) while the second part (Mulammadur rasalutlah concerns
the prophethood (Risalah) of Muhammad & The four Arabic words of the first part
are: La which means no; iltha meaning god; ifla meaning except; and Aflah. The
second part has three words: Muhammad: rastl meaning messenger; and Alfah.

The first pillar of Islam is Shahadah, which is about belief in Tawhid and Risalah of
Muhammad & The other four pillars are the main duties in Islam, called ‘Ihadah.
‘Ibadah, an Arabic term, includes any activity which is done to gain Allah’s favour.
Salah, Zakah, Sawm and Hajj are the main forms of worship or Tbadali. If we perform
them regularly and correctly we come closer to Allah, our Creator and Sustainer.

These four basic duties of Salah, Zakah, Saum and Hajj nake up the training
programnie which is required to shape our life around Shahadal. We already know
that we belong to Allsh and He is our Master. So. in order to behave like the servants
of our Creator, we must practise Salah, Zakah, Sawm and Haji honestly and faithfully.
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Salah is the second pillar of Islam. It refers to the five compulsory daily prayers. Salah
15 offered five times a day individually or preferably, for men and older boys, in
congregation. Women and girls may also join in congregation whenever possible. We
offer Salah to remember Allah. It brings us closer to Him.The Qur'an says:

“Indeed, I am Allah; there is no god except Myself; so worship Me and establish Salah 1o
remember Me.” (20:14)

Salah is the practical proof of our faith in Allth and Islim. It has been made
compulsory at certain fixed times. Allah says in the Qur'an:

“Salah at fixed times has been enjoined on the believers.” (4:103)

The five daily prayers are:

Fajr From dawn until just before sunrise )5_;&3\’3 )

Zuhr After midday until afternoon i \‘ SSA;O
‘Asr From late afternoon until just before sunset ).cz.d‘ a‘)’\,«.’
Maghrib After sunset until daylight ends o J,.-.J i .N\.»&
‘Isha’ Night until midnight ot dawn G \.,.«a.“ay\«a

Timings of the five daily Salah
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You should know at this stage how to say Salai. First, try to understand clearly
why we need to offer Salah. We ofter Salal to remember Allah our Creator and to be
close to Him and to gain His favour.

To say your Salah you must be pure and clean. The Qur'an says: “Indeed Allah loves
those who turn to Him in repentence and loves these who purify themselyes.” (2:222)
Purification of the body and clothes 1s called Taharah, and cleanhiness is called Nazafah.
They are not the same, but they are connected to one anather. You may be clean
outwardly and still not be pure — it is especially important to remove all traces of
urine or excrement from the clothes worn for Safah.

How can we have cleanliness? We can tully wash the whole body with pure and
clean water or we can have a part-wash, cleaning only parts of the body. The full
wash or bath is called Ghusl and the part wash is Wadh’ (ablution).

Keep in mind that Muslims are not allowed to have a bath or a shower in the nude
i the presence of others.

a4 s,
o e R T S R N wudu' Qt’ﬂ;pé\ Tt o st L A e
Prophet Mubhammad & said: “Indeed, oni the Day of Resurrectton, tiiy folloiers will be
called ‘al-Ghurrul Muhajalgn’ from the traces of Widn', so whoever can iticrease the area of
his radiance should do so (i.c. by performing ablution regularly).” (al-Bukhia)

Before we can begin to say Salah, we must first prepare ourselves. This preparation
includes making sure we are clean, We do this by carrying out Wuda',

Widn’ is essential for perfornnng Salal. We must not say Saiah without first making
Widn’. Allah says in the Qur'an:

“O) you who beleve, when you prepare for Salah, wash yovr faces and your hands to the
elbows; wipe over your heads and wash your fect up to the akles.” (5:6)

This verse refers to the compulsory (Fard) parts of Widi'. The additional actions
performed by Prophet Muhammad & are recommended (Susinah), and are mentioned
n the books of Ahadith.

The steps to take are:
. ‘Make Niyyah (intention) saying the lasmiyah (Basmalah or Bismillah):

Bismillahir ralimaniv raliim
In the name of Allxh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
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€2 Then wash both hands up to the Put a handful of water into the
wrists three times making sure- that mouth and rinse 1t thoroughly three
water has reached between the fingers. times.

$ Sniff water into the nostrils three :En Wash the face three times from
times to clean them and then wash the right ear to left ear and from forchead
tip of the nose, to throat,

-@ Wash the right arm, and then left ﬁ Move the wet palms of both hands
arn, thoroughly from hand to elbow over the head, starting from the top of
three times, the forehead to the neck.




@ Rub the wet fingers into the . Pass the backs of the wet hands
grooves and holes of both ears and also over the nape.
pass the wet thumbs behind the ears. {See Nartul Awyr by Allzah Shasi@ii, 1973, vol, 1,p, 203)

Wash both feet to the ankles starting trom the right foot and making sure
that water has reached between the toes and all other parts of the feet.

If you made a full Wuda’® before
putting on your socks, it 1s not necessary
to take them off every time you repeat
vour Wida'; 1t 1s enough to wipe the
upper part of the socks with wet fingers.
Leather socks are better for this, but any
durable, untorn thick socks will also do.
This type of wiping is valid for twenty-
four hours only (three days in the case
of a journey).

At the end of all the steps, recite:

TR TR RPIPLINEN (O
ﬂ&ﬂYO»)iﬂ\Y\ﬂ\yd\w\
S % Sk TR RSP

‘d}..u))o.}w@ \M Q\

Ash-bhady alla ilaka illallatne walidahu (2 s mrﬁea lali
wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduliu wa rasifud;
1 testify that there is no god but Alizh and He 1s One and has no partner
and I testify that Muhammad 15 His servant and messenger.
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You should repeat your Wudii’ after:

Natural discharges (e.g. urine, faeces, passing wind and the like).
Flow of blood or pus from any part of the body.

Full mouth vomiting.

Falling asleep or losing consciousness.

Touching the sexual organs.

U e L o —
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Tayammum (Dry Ablution) \

You can perform your Salh with Iayammnm (4:43) when;

1 watet s not available at all,

2 the water available 15 insufficient {(e.g. available water is enough for
drinking only), or

3 use of water is harmitul (e.g. in sickness)

For Tayammum you are required to:

1 (a) Make Niyyah by saying: Bismillahir ralimanir b, then (b) place both your
hands lightly on carth, sand, stone or any other object having dust on it

2 Blow the dust off your hands and wipe your tace with the hands once the same
way as you do in Wdn',

3 Repeat 1{b) and wipe the right arm from wrist to elbow with the left hand and
the left arm with the right hand.

v AGhan (Call to Prayer) )3y | com——
Prophet Muframmad &, by his practice and sayings, showed that Muglim men and
older boys should ofter their compulsory (Fard) Salal in congregation in a mosque
(Magjid). Women and girls may ofter their Safahi m a mosque it they wish. All other
Salah can be offered privately at home.

To call Mushms to Salal, Prophet Mubanimad 8 muoduced the Adhian to signal
that the time of Salah has arrved. The person who calls the Adhan is called the
Mu'adhidhin (Caller). While doing so he faces the Qiblah (the direction towards the
Kabali in Makkah). Fle raises his hands up to his ears and calls out:

o0 ZL« o »L, . ’}. noo :-l
r.é—:‘ o7y )._%\ ) )& oy J,_é._::\ Y
Allahu akbar Allalu akbar Allahu akbar Allahu akbar

Allah s the Greatest Alhh s the Greatest  Allih s the Greatest All’ih is the Greatest

\Yw\%\w‘ wm

Ash-hadu alla ilala ilalfah Ash-hadu alla ilaha :MI.‘UJ
I testify that there is no I testify that there is no
god except Allh god except Allah
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As h hadu anna (’Wul_mnmmzlnr ra,aaln[lah Ashi-hadu asma Muhammadar vasalubial
I testify that Muhammad I testify that Mulpammad

15 Allah’s messenger

|G iy W4

fﬁJ“’"“ uk’ &
Haiya ‘alag ,_mlhh
Rush to Salah

u\‘u’*

3 Halya ‘alal Iala/)
Rush to success

el 2
Allahy akbar
Allah is the Greatest

is Allah’s messenger

e 1 B8
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Haiya ‘alas salah
Rush to Salah

"M\u\’f

2 Hm}a ‘alal ia’ i

Rush to success
r \/

; \ Suw
4lim’m akbar
Allah is the Greatest

\ " o
Suw 4
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La ilaha iilallah
There 15 no god except Allah
During the Adhan for Fajr Salah the tollowing words are added after Haiya ‘alal falah:
e o - SIS %
. Lol R
f‘ )—M (Jf )""_ 0 )-LAM
As-saldtu khairum minan nawm
Salah is better than sleep

o A -

»}A\uﬂﬁv-u

As-salat kliairum minan nawm
Salah 1s better than sleep

e i Iq'amah M\gy | mromsss s n—
Igamali is the second call to Salah said inside the'mosque at the beginning of Safal in
congregation (Jama‘ah). When the mugallis (persons saying Salah) stand in rows, the
Mu’adhdhin says lqamah which is the same as the Adhan except that after Haiya ‘alal

Jalah, the followmg words are added:

v

a)-\-.aj\ w\.ﬁ .)&

Qad qamatis salali
Salah has begun

B,u s \ w\ﬁ 28
Qad qamatis salah
Salzh has begun

Usually, the Iqamah is said in a lower voice than the Adhan.



Fard (Compulsory) Salah

A Muslim must pray five times a day. The compulsory pravers are called Fard in Arabic.
Each unit of prayer is called a rak‘ah (4_,{ ) Fard rak‘ahs are:

. 2
BajR "o e e maehit 2 rak'ahs
AR e 4 rak‘ahs
YAST™ . oot dee 4 rak'ahs
Maghrib %, wvecries 1 3 rak'ahs
Ishafee. /. aiAL, T 4 rak'ahs
17 rak'alis
Jumu‘ah 2 rak'ahs  (in place of Zuhr on Friday)

Sunnah Salah

Prophet Muhammad & prayed extra rak‘ahs in addition to Fard prayers. These prayers
are called Sunnah. Prophet Muhammad & always prayed two rak'ahs before the Fard
of Fajr and three ak‘ahs after the Fard of ‘Isha’ even on a journey. The three rak'ahs
after ‘Isha’ are called Witr (odd number). Muslims also pray additional rak'ahs other
than Fard and Sunnal. These are called Nafilah (optional).

The Five Daily Salah

Fajr Zuhr ‘Asr Maghrib ‘Isha’
2 Sunnah 4 Sunnah 4 Sunnah* 4 Sunnah*
2 Fard 4 Fard 4 Fard 3 Fard 4 Fard

2 Sunnah 2 Sunnah 2 Sunmah
2 Nafl 2 Nafl 2 Nafl
3Witr
2 Nafl
4 12 8 7/ 17

(* these Swrinah before ‘Agrand ‘ksha’ are Ghair Mu'ukkadah, not done regularly, only occasionally)

46



I addition 1o the five daily Salah, there are Solah for other occastons, e.g. Safatud
Junini‘aly every Friday, Salarul Tdul Figr, Salatul ‘Idul Adha and Saiatnt Tasawth in the
month of Ramadan. The number of rak‘ahs in these Salah are:

Jumu‘ah “Adul Fitr “Idul Adha Tarawih
4 Sunnah 20 Sunnah
2 Fard 2 Wajib 2 Wijib

4 Sunnah
2 Sunnah
2 Nail

14 2 2 20

Wajib is a term used in Hanaff figh for something compulsory to a degree less than
Fard. Those who follow Hanafi figh consider Salawul Jandzah, Safatul Tdul Figr, Saiam!
Tdid Adha and Wit Salal as Wijih,

‘Tardunl is offered after the two Sunmal rak ‘ahs of ‘Isha’ but before the three of Wi,

Between ‘Isha’ and Fajr,a prayer called Tahajjud was regularly offered by the Prophet £&.
It was obligatory for the Prophet 8. Devout Muslims try to follow the practice. Only
those who wish (o taste the sweetness of being closer to Allah can appreciate the benefits
of the Tahajjud prayer.

Times when you must not pray:

I From the beginning of sunrise until 15-20 minutes after full sunrise.
2 When the suncis atats-height (zenith or mernidian).

3 From the beginning of sunset untl it ts fully set.

4

For women during menstruation, and for up to 40 days during post-childbirth
bleeding.

=g =
£0S a=alr
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sy HOW [0 PC[fO[m Salah P T I ey T e
At this stage you should be ready to start saying your Salah. Make sure you have
Wudn’, a clean body, clean clothes and a clean place. This 1 how you should do your
Salah:
< ﬂ:.ﬁ Stand upright i a clean place (like a prayer mat) facing the direction of the
Ka ‘hah. This is called Qiyam and the direction is called the Qiblah in Arabic. In the
UK the Qiblah is towards the south-east. In other countries the direction will be
different. You will have to find out its direction before doing your Safali.

. Say your Niyyah (intention) either verbally or in your mind, Niyyah is said with
the words:

Fajr*
twoX Dard* Ly
“1 intend to say three Sunnalt rak ‘ahs of Salatul ‘Agr for Allah I';u‘ing the Ku'hah
four Maglinih
*say the one which is refevant ‘Isha’

Raise your hands up to your ears (women and girls up to their shoulders) and
say:

Allahu Akbar
Allah is the Greatest

This is called Takbtratul hram, meaning that all wordly things are now forbidden to you,
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4 Place your right hand on your left hand just below the navel or on the chest
(womcn and glr]s put their hands on their chest) and recite Iluma’

JM&@)@‘J)L}JM)M‘JW
_BJJ?A.} y‘g

Sublianakaliahumma wa biliondika; O Allah, glory and praise are for You,
wa tabdrakasanilea, and blessed 15 Your name,
wa ta‘ala jadduka, and exalted 15 Your Majesty;
wa 13 ilaha ghainik. there 1s no god but You.

{or you may read ghairika)

- - @ P :, 111. i C
aom ) gl e bl 3!
Adha billaly minash shaiianiy rajim
I seck refuge in Allah from the cursed Satan (Shaigan).

4’:,, .c

o 1y
? QJ"" S 4 ‘
Bisnllahir valunantr ralibn

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
. Recite the rest of Stratul fanfah (the opening chapter) of the Qur'n

A sig Pl aielBofrl -

‘,ss S )u
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Abhamdn liliahi yabbil ‘alamin. Al praise is for Aliah, the Lord of the

Universe,

Arrahemanir raliim. The Most Mereiful, the Most Kind.

Matiki paremid din, Master of the Day of Judgement.

fyyaka na‘hudy wa iyyaka nasta‘Tn. You alone we worship, trom You

alone we seek help.

Hhdinas siragal mustagim. Guide us along the straight path.
Siratal ladhina an‘amta ‘alaihim, The path of those whom You have
it maghdabi ‘alailion wa lad daliia. favoured, not of those whao earned

Your anger nor of those who went
astray (or who are misguided).
Then say, quietly or loudly:

—

&f\

Amin
(O Allah accept our Prayer)

The recitation of al-Fatifah is a must in all prayers.

t’ Recite any other SArah or some verses from the Qur'an. For example:

eag s ‘
Momplliponglahl ooty

Bismillahir ralunanie rakim
In the name of Allih, the Maost Mercitul, the Most Kind.

2
|

EBA) 18, SN

-

i e e

¢ W22 )z o "ot
Qul howallahn ahad. Say, He is Altah, the One,
Allahus samad. Allah i1s Eternal and Absolute.
Lam yalid walam ydlad. None is born of Him nor is He born.
Walam yakul laha kufinvan ahad. And there is none like Him.

{(Sararul Ikhilas 112)
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. Bow down saying .Allaln Akbar, then place your hands on your knees and say

three times:

Subhang T-.;Myal ‘aziim
Glory to my Lord, the Great

)
This position is called Rukn' (i’:{j))
. Stand up from Rukg‘ saying;
75 A
‘o.}.f.:»- UJ A
Sami’ allahu liman hamidah

Allah hears those who praise Him
followed by:

e Y
Rabbana lakal framd
Our Lord, praise be to You

Thas 1s called I'tidal as you return to the position of Qiyam L3) Gstanding).
I yam {plo2 g
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" Prostrate saying Allahu akbar, with
your forehead, nose, palms of both
hands, your knees and your toes
touching the floor. Recite three times:

. T
Subhana rabbiyal a‘la
Glory to my Lord, the Highest

This position is called Sujad. Your
arms should not touch the floor.

Get up from the floor saying Allahu
akbar and sit upright with your knees
bent and palins placed on them. After a
moment’s rest® prostrate again saying
Allahu akbar and recite Sublana rabbiyal
a‘la three times, Get up from this
position saying Allalu akbar.

* Jwed wo mny‘say the dua’:
SR dmae e
2 . 3 k) =
GBI (I SO0 T )
Rabbightir It warkamnt wahdin wa ‘i warzugnl
My Lord forgive me, have mercy upon me, guide me, give me health and grant me sustenance.
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This completes one rak‘ah of Salah. The second rak'ali 1s performed in the same way,
except you do not recite Subhianaka, Ta ‘awnnedh (A‘adhu billahi.. ) or Tasmiyali (Bismillah. . )
then after the qegond pmctratxon you sit uprlght and rec e qme[l) at-Tashalihud:

wd\\@\a).k«,aw\ s_)L...U\} Q}Abdu\aﬁ.}\
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At-taliiyydu lillain All compliments are for Allah,
way salawdty wat taiyibat.

and prayers and goodness.
As-salamu “alaika atyuhan nabiyyu Peace be upon you, O Prophet,
wa ralimatullahi wa barakanih. and the Mercy of Allzh and His blessings.
As-salann ‘alaina

Peace be upon us
wa ‘ald ‘thadiliahis salilim. and on the righteous servants of Allih.
Ash-hadw alla daha illaliahu [ testafy that there 15 no god except Allah
wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan

and I tesuty that Muhammad
‘abduhu wa rasituli, 15 His servant and messenger.

{al-Bukhari, Muslim)
It the Salth has three rak‘ahs (Magheib) or four rak'alis (Zubr, ‘Agr and ‘fshi’y, stand

g ! 9
up tor the remaining rak‘ah after Tashalthud. But for a two-rak‘ah Salah remnain seated
after the second rak'al and recite ag-Salali ‘alan nabiyy (blessings for the Prophet) or

Darnd (1 Pem.m wordl
SRR ey h\ U_L;) e bl }aﬁm
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4/1&1114:}1;;1(1 O Allah,
salli ‘ala Muhammadiw let Your blessings come on Muhammad
wa ‘ald ali Muhannnadin, and the family of Muhammad
kama sallaita ‘ald rahima as You blessed Ibrahim
wa ‘ala ali Ihahima, and the family of Ibrahim.
inwaka famtdum majld, Truly You are Praiseworthy and Glorious,
Allahununa barik ‘ala Mulammadiw O Allah, bless Mubanimad
wa ‘ald ali Muhanimadin, and the family of Muhammad
kama bavakta ‘ald Ihvahima as You blessed 1brahim
wa ‘ala ali hahima,

and the family of 1brihim.
Truly You are Praseworthy and Glorious.
(Muslim)

innaka Tamidim majtd.

53



After this say any of the f'ollnwim_, du'a’s (mpplimtiom)

,w\,’ wxu,m,w, x;uxawwuw\;.;u‘x

Sz Sheo s
-

Allhnamia wnt ,mlamm nafstzufman kmhbﬂn O A\ia‘n, { have been very unjust o myself
wa (@ yaghfirndh dhunnba illa anta and no one grants pandon for sins but You,
faghfir It maghfiratan min “ndika so forgive me with Your forgiveness

warhanmi , and have mercy on me.
innaka antal ghaffirur rahim. Surely,You are the Forgiver, the Meraful.

(al-Bukbar, Mustim)

W
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Rabbijalnt mugtmas salati My Lord, make me steadfast in Salzh
wa win dhurriyyati, and also my descendents;
rabband wa fagatibal du'd’. our Lord, and accept my praver.
Rabbanaghfr T wa walidatya Our Lord, forgive me and my parents
wa (il smintna yawma yagBmud isab. and the belteverson the Day of Judgement.

(Sarah Ibrahmm 14:40—41)
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ﬂ' Now turn your face to the right saying:
&5 ", B g - TR e
k ey T, K ol
Assaldmuy ‘alaiknm wa rafmaindiah
peace and the mercy of Allah be upon you

and then to the left repeating the words.

This completes the two-rak‘ah Salah. In the four-rak‘ah Salah of Zuhr, ‘Asr and
‘Isha’, the whole procedure 1s repeated except that when you get up to complete the
remaining two rak‘ahs (one rak‘ah in Maghrib and Witr) after Tashalhud, you only
recite al-Fatthal in Fard prayers and no other Sarah. In a four-rak‘ah Sunnah Salal;
you should recite another Sairah or some verses of the Qur'an atter al-Fatuhah.

In the first two rak ‘ahs of the Fard prayer of Fajr, Maghrib and ‘Isha’ the Qur'an is
recited aloud whale in Zudirand ‘Agr it 1s recited silently. In all prayers, Tasbih (Subhana
rabbiyal ‘aztm and Subhana vabbiyal a'd), Tashahfind and Daritd are said quietly When
the Fajr, Maghrib and “Isha’ prayers are said in congregation, only the Imam (one who
leads the prayer) recites the Qur'an aloud. This also applies to ‘\M.?r” Jumu'al prayer
(Friday praver in place of Zuhy).

e S0me A2 afler Salah 320 prb uﬁ[ \ L)aa.\ PR

[t 15 good practice to ask for forgiveness and mercy from Allah at the end of your
Salai.You can make du'a’ in your own
words and in your own language but it
is better for you to memorise some
du'a’s in Arabic.

& A\@C\au)

A

M'g)?-Y\uejw

. )\;J\ q\b& Ls}
Rabbana atina fiddunya hasanah,
wa fil akhirati hasanal,
wa gina ‘adhabannar.
Our Lord, grant us good in this world,
and good in the Hereafter,
and save us trom the punishinent of
Hellfire. {SRratul Bagarah 2:201)

55



. " o ‘;“-’ 2o B 2 _,/,.',— M 2 ).‘;"—’.-."“ o
Rabbana zalamna anfusana
wa illamn taghfirland
wa tarfiamnd
laniakinanna minal khasirn,

Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves
and if You do not forgive us
and have no mercy upon us,
surely we will be among the losers.
(\Rmm//l vaf 7 2'5)

.fi/f'-’lhrmmm dritas saldmn

O Allah, You are the source of peace
o inkas salmu

and from You comes peace,

laharakta exalted You are,
yadhal jalali wal ikedi, O Lord of Majesty and Honour.
(Muslim)
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L iaha illallahu ~ There is no god except Allzh
wahdalin 17 shartka lah, and He is One and has no partner,
fafuid iullee wwa lafod hawidu sovereignty s His, all praise is His
wa faea ‘ald kolli shai'in qodiy and He has power over all things.
Allahumma [a-mani‘a O Allah, none can stop You giving
lima a'tait, what You want to give,
wa ld mittiya limd mana't, nor give what You do not want given,
wa (a yanfa'n dhal jaddi minkal jadd. ~and none with means can do anything

with their means against You.
(al-Bukhart and Muslin)

B G ey Sala[U] Witr J’ )i \ ;S)L:,o R

The Witr (odd number) prayer has three rak ‘ahs. The first two rak‘ahs are said like the
first two rak‘ahs of the Maghrib prayer. Then, after Tashahhud in the second rak'ah,
stand up saying Allahu akbar for the third rak‘ah. Recite Sarati Farifah and some
ather verses front the Qur'an but before going to Ruka’ raise your hands up to the
ears saying A/[ahu akbar and recite the following du‘a’ after placing your hands below
your navel or on the chest. This dua’ is called al-Qunat:
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wa qint sharia ma qadart, and protect me from
the evil You have decreed,

fu'innaka taqdt wa [a yuqda ‘alaik, for verily You decree
and none can decree aver You,
innalne 13 yadhithy man walait, indeed to he whom You show
allegiance is never abased,
tabdrakia rabbana wa ta‘alair. O Our Lord blessed and Exalted are You.

(Aba Dawnad, at-"Tinmidht, thn Majah)

e S2iclatUS SANW (prostiation of forpetfules) og : | e E——
| p ; ;

Since we are human beings, we are not above mistakes and errors. If we forget to do
something in our Salah, we can make up for it by making two extra sijftd (prostrations)
as we doin any rak 'ah of Salan. This ts called Sajdatus Sahw. This is done at the end of
the last rak'al of Salah. What you have to do 1s:

1 Say Tashahimd (but not Darid), then turn your face to the right and say Assalasi

‘alatlum wa rahmatullah;

Turn your face to the front, make two extra sujad (with Tasbth — Subhana rabbiyal

il "fﬂ);

3 Then recite Tashalihud again with Darid and dn‘@’;

4 Then turn your face, first to the right and then to the left, saying Assalanmiu
‘afaikum wa rahmanidlah,

b

Aslightly different sequence is followed by non-Hanaff Muslims: at the end of the
last rak ‘ah you say lashahhud and Darfid. Then turn your face to the right and say
Assalamu ‘alaikwm wa rahmatullah. Turn your face to the front, make two extra sujad
(with Tashih — Sublina rabbiyal a’la), Then turn your face, first to the right and then to
the lett, saying Assalzmu ‘alatkum wa ralwuatdlah,

Sajdatus Sahw s necessary 1f you forget to do any essentials of Salah, for example,
the recitation of parts of the Qur'an after al-Fatihal, forgetting to say the first Tashahfuwd
in a four-rak ‘ak Salah, or saying salam after two rak‘ahs in a four-rak ‘ah Safah.

Your Salah will not be valid if you do any of the following;

Miss out Niyyah (intention). 5 Do not face the Qiblah.
Miss out Takbrratuf i, 6 Do not have Wudn'.
Forget to recite al-latifiah. Talk during Safah.

Forget or do not make ruka Eat or drink during Salah.
or sujad. Do not sit for Tashalhud.

4 3t —
elie RN |

Under these circumstances, you must repeat your Safah. Sajdatus Salw will not be
enougl.
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Allahumma inna nastaTnika O Allah, we seck Your help
1wa nastaghfinka and ask Your forgiveness
wa s miie bika wa natmvakkalu ‘alaika and we believe inYou and trust i You,
wa nuthni ‘alatkal khaira and we praise You 1n the best way
wa washkuruka wa 13 nakfunika and we thank You and we are not ungrateful
tia pakehla 'y wa natrku -~ and we cast off and forsake
nian yafjuruk. nm who disobeys You,
Allahumma iyyaka na‘budu O Allah,You alone we worship
wa laka nusalll wa nasjudu and to You we pray and we prostrate,
wa ilaika nas'd wa nahfidu and to You we turn in haste,
wa narjl rafimataka and hope for Your mercy
wa aakhshd ‘adhidhaka, and we tear Your punishment,
Tuna “aithabaka bil kuffan mnlliq. Your punishment overtakes the

unbelievers. al-Baifagr)
Then say Allain akbar and bow down in Rukn* and complete the rest of the prayer
like the Maghril prayer.
The above dn's" is used by Muslims who follow Hanafi figh. Another du2’ used by
Muslims Fo]lowing other figh or madhhab is:

ujijﬁ\&uﬁﬁ&udbjthkﬁ (‘.4.\3
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Allalummahding fiman hadait, O Allh, guide me
with those You have guided,
wa ‘GART fTman fait, pardon me with those You have pardoned,
wa fawallanl fiman tawallait, be an ally to me
: with those whom You are an ally to,
wa barik It fima a‘tait, bless me for what You have bestowed,
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s (Ja(l3" (¢ 23} making up for missed Salah s
We must always try to offer Salah at the right time and nuake every effort not to mass
our Salah. If you miss your Salah, you must do it at the first opportunity. Performing
a missed Saldh after its proper time 1s called Qada’.

TR e R T
wmmmes: S2{atul JUMUah (Fiday Praver) Amased) 3o e
Salatul Jumu'‘ah or Friday Prayer (not _Junima or Juma, as some Mushms mcorrectly
say) is offered in congregation. All adult Muslim men must take part. It 1s offered on
Friday during Zuhr time. It is not a must for women, but they can join this prayer if it
does not upsct their household duties.

People assemble for this Salah immediately after noon. Upon arrival at the mosque
or the prayer hall, they offer four or more rak‘ahs Sunmah prayer and then the Tmam
(prayer leader) delivers a Khuhah (sermon). After the Khutbah, the Imam leads two
rak ‘ahs Fard prayer. After the fard prayer, six or more rak‘ahs of Sunnah and Nafl
prayers are offered mdividually by each person.

Muslims are a community, Safaml Jums‘ah is a commumty prayer. Every week, on
Friday, Muslims living in an area get together to offer this praver, This day 1s likened
to a weekly I (festival) for Muslims,

Mosques were the ceotre of all Islimic activity during our Prophet’s # time, but
this 15 not so nowadays.

Friday prayer is an occasion for the assembly of Muslims in any given area. It gives
them an apportunity to meet, discuss and solve their community problems. It develops
unity, cooperation, cohesion and understanding,

In an Islinnc state, the Head of State or his representative or the local leader is
supposed to lead the five daily prayers and the Friday prayer at the central mosque of
the capital city or the central mosque of the localicy. Prophet Muhamniad £ the first
head of the Islimic state in Madmnah, used to lead all the prayers in al-Masfidun Nabawr.

How nice it would be to live in a country where the Head of State or his representative
or the local leader leads the prayer in the central mosque of the capital city or of the area!
May Allah help us to revive this practice in all Muslim countries. Amim!

ZINE e A

s 502l anazah (runeral prayer] 3L} Yo nommmm—
We have already briefly mentioned death and Safarui Jandzah. We shall all die. When
a Mushim dies, the body is given a simple ritual wash and then a funeral prayer called
Salatul Janazah 1s offered in congregation. This Salah, unlike other Safah, has neither
any mkf1‘ (bowing) nor any sujtd (prostration) and you don't have to recite Tashaliliud.

It is a collective duty (Fardu Kifayah) on all the Muslims of the locality of the dead
person. If a number of themn join i, the duty is discharged on behalf of all. If no one
joins it everyone of the locality will be considered sinful before Allal. This s how
the prayer is offered:
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1 Make Niyyah (intention) that you are saying this prayer to Allah for the dead person.
2 Stand in rows facing the Qiblah. The cothn is placed m front of the congregation
on a bier.

3 Say Alldhn akbar after the Imam {(this is Takbiratad Huam: there are three more
fakhirds after this), raising your hands up to vour ears. Then lower theny, placing them

on or below your chest, pnrrin«r rhc righe hand on the left, and recm: the following:
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Stubhanakallahununa wa bihamdika O Allah, glory and praise are for You,
wa tabdrakasmuka and blessed is Your Name,
wa ta'ala jadduka and exalted 15 Your Majesty,
wa jalla thand'uka and Glorious 1s Your Praise
wa la ilaha ghairuk and there is no god but You.

{or you may read ghatruka).
(Some Muslims not following Hanaft figh recite Saratnl Fatihalt instead of the above)

4 Now the Imam will say Allahy akbar loudly; you follow him repeating the words
quietly. There is no need to rase your hands up to your ears this time. Then, recite Dayfd.

5 After this, the third ralbir will be said loudly by the Imam and those in the
congregaton will repeat it quietly. Then, if the dead person 15 an adult male Mushm,
recite the following du‘a’:

05, Cao, uu} mu, L..J}L.ml)m\ i
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Allahwnimaghfir lihaiyina O Allal, torglve those of us who are alive
wa maiyiting and those who have passed away,
wa shahidind wa gh'ibina those present and those absent,
wa saghirind wa kablting and our young and eldetly,
wa dhakaring wa unthana. the males and the females.
Allahumma O Allzh,
man afipartab minnd he whotn You keep alive from armong us,
fa'alyiki ‘alal islami make him live according to Islam,
wa man fawaffaitahn minnd and he whom You wish to die from
among us,
fatawaffahn ‘alal Tmdn. let him die in the state of Iman (faith).

(at-Tirmiidht, Abn Dawnd)
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If the dead person is an adult female Mushim, then the second part of this di ‘2" is
replaced by:

-
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Allahumma O Allah,
wman ahyaitahd minna she whom You keep alive from among us,
fa'ahyiha ‘alal islami, make her hive according to Islam,
wa man tawaffaitaha minna and she whom You wish to die from
among us,
fatawaffaha ‘alal fman. let her die in the state of fmian.

It the dccuscd 152 bov, thcn recite the folluwmg

.\M.;, \,;u

Allahummaj ‘alhu lana faratan O Allah, make him our forerunner
waj ‘athu lana ajran wa dhukhran and niake him for us a reward and a treasure
waj ‘allns land shafi‘an and make him one who will plead for us
wa mushaffaa. and accept his pleading.

If the deceased is a girl, then recite the following:
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Allahummaj ‘alha lana faratan O Allah, make her our forerunner
waj ‘alha lana ajran wa dhukhran and make her forusa rewardanda treasure
waj ‘alhd lana shafi‘atan and make her one who will plead for us
wa mushaffa‘ah. and accept her pleading.

6 Atfter reciting whichever du @’ is appropriate for the dead person, the Imani says
the fourth takbir loudly and those in the congregation repeat it quietly.
7 Then the Imam turns his face first to the right saying Assalamuy ‘alaikum wa

rahmatullah, and then to the left repeating the same words. Follow the Imam, repeating
the words quietly.

This completes Salatul Janazah.
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wassamar e What did you leam? (2a) e en——

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

1. Name the five basic duties of Islam and explain why they are so important in the
hife of a Muslim.

2. Write out the declaration of faith.

3. Name the five daily prayers, and explam the reason behind their spacing?

4. What does Fard mean? Add up how many Fard rak 'aks there are in the five daily
prayers?

5. Whatis Taharah?

6. What are the times in which we should not pray?

7. Write the meanings of:
a. Qiblah b. Qiyam c. Rukn d. Sujnd

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

1. “Islam is based on five things:..." Read the Hadith stated on page 40 about the five
pillars of Islam, and explain how they are intended to transform a Muslim’s Tife.

2. If performing regular Salah does not affect our lives, there must be something
wrong in our awareness of Allih. Why? Explain in detail,

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

1. “Our Salah is the first thing we will be asked about when we die and stand before Allal.”
Explain the significance of this statement in relation to the benefits of Salah.

2. Making Niyyah (intention) 15 vital at the start of Salah. Why is a Niyyah so
important i every action of a Mushm?




——————1 PN you leam? (2b) se———

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

On oo b

Write the names of the five daily prayers with their nmmgs.

What should you recite after you finish your Wida'? Write its meaning in English.
When does Wauda'need to be done again?

Why is Taharah important in the life of 1 Muslim?

What 15 Tayammum, and why would a Mushm do this?

. Write the meaning of:

a. Bismillahir ralonanir ralim.
b. A ‘adlu billahi minash shaitanir rajim.

T TR Y Wha[ d]d y()u |cam? (Qc) P

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

1.

w o

S

~J

What is the meaning of Tasbth which is recited in Ritkai 2

What do we recite in Sujad?

What is Sajdatus Salmr? Give two examples of mstances when Sajdatus Sahw
could be done.

Give four examples of things which invalidate your Salai.

What 1s the mportance of Salaid fum'al?

When are you not allowed to say your Salah?

What is Salatul Janazali? When would you be guilty if you did not join it?
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1 Siiratul Fatihah (1) t\ﬁ‘-\.ﬂ\ )
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Bl.\unﬂalur mbmamt falilm,
Alhamdu iillals rabbil ‘alamin.
Arrahmanir rahine.
Maliki yawmid dm.
Tyyaka sa‘budu wa iyyaka nasta Tn.
Ihdinas sudtal nmstaghe.
Siragal ladhina an‘amta ‘alaihin, ghaivil maghdabi ‘alailiom wa lad daliin.

In the name of Allih, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
All praise 1s for Allah, the Lord of the Universe.
The Most Merciful, the Most Kind.

Master of the Day of Judgement.

You alone we worship, from You alone we seek help.
Guide us along the straight path.

The path of those whom You have favoured, not of those who earned Your anger
nor of those who went astray {or who are misguided).
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Bismillalir mlnndrm mlum.
Qul a‘ndhu birabbin nas,
Malikin nas,
Hahin nas,
Min sharril waswasil khannas,
Alladht ywwaswisu fi sud@rin nas,
Minal jimati wan nds,
In the name of Allih, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
Say, I seck refuge in the Lord of mankind,
the King of mankind,
the God of mankind,
from the mischief of the sneaking whisperer (who whispers secretly),
who whispers into the hearts of mankind,
from among Jinn and mankind. R o

3 Saratul Falaq (113) g \}xm S.)}“‘“
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Bismillahir rahmanir raliim.
Qul a‘fdhu birvabbil falag,
Min sharri ma khalaq,
Wa min sharri ghasiqin (dha waqab,
Wa min sharrin naffathati il ‘ugad,
Wa min sharri hasidin idha hasad.

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
Say, I seek refuge in the Lord of the Daybreak,
from the evil of what He has created,
and from the evil of the darkness when it is intense,
and from the evil of those who blow on knots (practise witchcraft),
and from the evil of the envier when he envies.

s
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Bismillaliy ralunaniv rahin,
Quf huwallahv ahad.
Allahug samad.
Lam yalid wa tam yalad.
Wa lam yakul lahn kufuiwan abad.
In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
Say, He 15 Allah, the One.
Allah 1s Eternal and Absolute (lives forever and is abave all needs).
None 15 born of Him nor 1s He born.
And there 15 none like Him.

) )“-} el vy

5 Saratul Lahab (111) L 0)}4-“ g_,,s_\i\ s)yx
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Busmillahir valwanty rahim. -
labbat yada abt lahiabin watabb.
Ma aghna ‘anhu maluh@ wa ma kasab.
Sayasla naran dhata lahab,
Wamra’atuhfi hammalatal hatab,
3 jrdiha hablusm mim masad.
fn the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
May the hands of Abn Lahab perish—doomed he is.
His wealth and his gains shall not help him.
'He shall enter a blazing fire,
and his wife, the carrier of firewood,
shall have a rope of palm {ibre around her neck.
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Bl.\ml” hir rabimianir mln’m.
Idha ja’a nasndiahi wal fath.
Wa ra’aitan ndsa yadkhuifina fi dmillahi afwasa.
Fasabbih bihamdi vabbika wastaghfirh,
Innahii kana tawwaba,
In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
When the help of Allih comes and the conquest,
and you see the people accepting the religion of Allah in large numbers,
then glorify the praises of your Lord, and seek His forgiveness.

He is ever ready to forgive.
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: Bismillahir mhmmm rahin.
Qul ya'aiyuhal kafirin,
La a‘budu ma ta‘budan, wa 12 antum abidana ma a‘bud,
Wa la ana ‘@bidum ma ‘abattum, wa 12 antum ‘abidiina md a‘bud,
Lakum dinukum wa liya din,
In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
Say: O unbelievers!
[ do not worship what you worship,
and you do not worship what I worship.
Nor will I worship what you worship,
and you will not worship what I worship.
You have your own religion and [ have mine.
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§ Siratul Kawthar (108) jﬁ\ 3)3"'”

;—’UJU)M »—*ﬁ s ‘

B}mnHJh:r akinduir mhl’m,
Innd a'jainakal kawthar.
Fasalli Tivabbika wanhar

Inna shani’aka hwat abtar,

In the name of Allzh, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
Indeed we have given you the Kawthar (Fountam of Abundance).
So pray to your Lord and make sacrifice.

Surely your hater 15 the one cut off {i.e. without an heir),

S o i
9 Saratul Ma*an (107) KYARIEJYOw
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BmmHJ/m m{zmnnu raftim,
Ara'aital ladht yukadhdhibu biddin.
Fadhalifal ladht yadn - ‘wl yaiin.
Wa la yahuddu ‘ald fa‘amil miskin.
Fawailul il wwisallin,
Alladhina hum ‘an salatihim sahan.
Alladhina hum yura’on.
Wa yanna ‘anal ma ‘nu.
[ the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
Have you seen him who denies the religion (the judgement)?
It is he who (harshly) pushes aside the orphan,
and does not urge others to feed the poor and the needy.
Woce to those who do their Salzh
but are forgetful of their Salah,
who show off
but refuse to give even the smallest help to others.
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Bismillahir rahmanir raliim.
Litlafi gusaish,
Hlafihim rililatash shita’i wag-saif.
Falya ‘budn rabba hadial bait.
Alladht af ‘amahum min 1 in wa amanahusi min kiaw).
In the name of Allah, the Maost Merciful, the Most Kind.
For the tradition of the Quraish;
their tradinion of travelling in winter and summer.
So they should worship the Lord of this house,
Who has fed them and protected them from hunger, and made them safe from fear,
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Bismillahir salunansy raliim.
Alam tara kaifa fa‘ala rabbika bi ashabil fil.
Alan yaj ‘al kaidalmm fi tadl,
Wa arsala ‘alailiim tairan ababil.
Tarmihim bihijaratim min sijjil.
Faja‘alahum ka‘agfim ma'knl.

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.
Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the people of the elephant?
Did He not make their schemes to be nothing,
and send against them flocks of birds,
which pelted them with stones of hard-baked clay?
Thus he made them like eaten straw.
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Salah s the most important of the five basic duties of Tslam after Shaliadah. We come
closer to Allih by performing 1t correctly, regularly and with full awareness of its
signiticance and meaning. Ac this stage, refresh your memory about the purpose of
our creation and the need for performing lshimic datics. Allah has ereated us to
worship Him. He says in the Qurian: “fudeed T created finn avid human beings for no
other purpose bus to worship Me.” (Savatudh Dhariyar 51:56) So, whatever duty we carry
out, we must bear in mind that we are doing it for the sake of Allih. Only then can we
expect to gan the desired benefits of the performance of Safafr.

The lessons of Safah are:
1. It brings men and women closer to Allah.
It keeps husnan beisigs away from indecent, shameful and forbidden activities, (Savatul
‘Ankabnr 29:45)
3. It is a training programme designed to control evil desires and passions.
4. 1t purifies the heart, develops the mind and comforts the soul.
i At is a constant reminder of Allal and His greatness.
6. It develops discipline and willpower,
7. It is a guide to the most upright way of life.
8 tis a proof of true equality, solid unity and universal brotherhood.
9. It is the source of patience, courage, hope and confidence.
10. It is a means of cleanliness, purity and punctuality.
1. It develops gratitude, hmility and sefinement.
12, Itis the demonstyation of our obedience to ouy Creator
13 It is a programme which prepates us to maich our actions with our words,
4. It is the solid programne of preparing oneself for fihad — striving one'’s utwmost fo please

Allah.

It our Salal does not improve our conduct we must think seriously about where
we are going wrong,
Zakah (welfare contribution) is the third pillar of Isiim. The Arabic word Zakah
tneans “to purtfy or cleanse”. Zakah is to be paid once a year on savings at the rate of
two and a half per cent. This rate applics to cash, bank savings and gold and silver
jewellery. The rate for cattle and agricultural produce 1s different.

Payment of Zakah is a means of keeping our wealth clear of greed and selfishiess.
It also encourages us to be honest in our earnings and expenditure.

Zakah is a compulsory payment and is neither charity nor a tax. Charity is optional
and taxes can be used by the state for any purpose, but Zakdir has to be spent under
fixed headings like helping the poor, the needy, payment of salaries to its collectors,
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Nisab and Rate of Zakdh

Wealth on which
Zakah is payable

Amount which
determines the
payment of Zakah
{Nisah)

Rate of Zakah

[ Agricalrural pmdm, ¢

5 Awsug (also Ausag,
653 kg) per harvese*

5% in case of irrigated land; 10% of
produce from rain-fed land

2. Gold, silver,
ornaments of gold and
dlver

85 grams of gold or
595 grams of silver*

2.5% of valuc

3. Cash m hand or at
the bank

Value of 395 grams of
silver®

2.53% of amount

4. Merchandise

5. Cows and buffaloes

Value of 395 grams of
stlver*

2.5% of value of goods

30 1 number

For every 30, one 1-year-old; for cvery
40, one 2-year-old.

6. Goats and sheep

40 1n number

One for the first 40; two for 120; three for
300; one more for every 100

7. Produce of mines

Any quantities

20% of value of produce

8, Camels

5 1 number

a) up to 24, one sheep or goat for each
five camels

b) 25-35, one 1-year-old she-camel

¢) 36-45, one 2-year-old she-camel

d) 46-60, one 3-vear-old she-camel

¢) 61-75, one 4-year-old she-camel

f) 76-90, two 2-year-old she-camels

) 91-120, two 3-year-old she-camels

h) 121 or more, one 2-year-old she-camel
for each additional 40, or one 3-year-old
she-camel for cach additional 50

* Fighuz Zakah — Yosuf al-Qaradaw, vol. 1, pages 360, 372-373 (Beirut, 1977).
English translation by Monzer Kahf, pages 232-236 (London, 1999).

71




to free captives and debtors, for travellers in need, to win over hearts of new converts
and for the cause of Allah (9:60).

Zakah 1s an act of ‘Ihadah. 'Thadals 1s an Arabic term which means worship and
obedience. It includes all those activities which Allah approves and these should be
done for Allah's sake. We pay Zakah to gain Allah's favour.

Zakah provides us with the opportunity of sharing our excess wealth with those less
fortunate than ourselves. In fact, we and our wealth belong to Allah. He 1s the real owner
and we are merely the trustees of His wealth. We do our duty as trustees if we pay Zakah
as an obhgatory part ot 'Ihadah. The words Zakal and Sadagali are used interchangeably
i the Qur'an.

We learned earlier that Islim s a complete code of life which includes, among
ather things, the economic side of hte. Islaim has its own economic principles. Zakah
1s one of the basic principles of the Islimic economy, based on social welfare and the
fair distribution of wealth. In addition to the compulsory payment of Zakah, Muslims
are encouraged to make voluntary contributions to help the poor and needy, and for
other social welfare purposes. This voluntary contribution s called Sadagak (charity).

Through the payment of Zakali, the rich share their wealth with the poor and thus the
process of concentration of wealth is checked and a fair distribution of wealth is ensured.
The categories for the use of Zakah are mentioned in the Qur'an (Sarnut Tawbal 9:60).

B ERTL o E e o S T e L] _Sawm e e R e et e
Sarem (fasting), the fourth basic duty of Islam, is another act of ‘fbadalh. All adult
Muslims must fast from dawn to sunset every day of Ramadan, the ninth month of
the Islamic calendar. This means abstaiming from eating, drinking and conjugal refations
during the hours of fastng. Travellers and the sick can defer fasting during Ramadan
and make up for it later,

Sawm develops self-control and helps us to overcome selfishness, greed, laziness
and other faults. It 15 an annual training programme to refresh us for doing our duties
for Allah, our Creator and Sustainer, Sawm enables us to experience the pangs of
hunger and thirst. We feel for ourselves what it 1s like to be hungry. We can begin to
appreciate what it must be like for the poor and the unfortunate — the millions
who go hungry every day. Fasting develops self-control, and teaches us not to think
Just about comfort. It also helps us to restrain our sexual passions. We must learn to
control our appetite for food, love of comfort and sexual desires if we would like to
be true servants of Allah.

Sawm helps us to remain truly obedient to Allih’s commands, That is why the Qur'an
says: “O you who befieve, fasting is preseribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you that
you are expected to be tuly obedient,” {2:183) A truly obedient Mushim is called a muttagr (a
person with faqua) and his true obedience or picty — developed through Saum — is
known as tagid in Islim. Tagua keeps a person away fron sins and vices,
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Ramadan 1s 2 month of Allah’s blessings (barakah), mercy (rahmah) forgiveness
(maghfirah). It helps us to escape from the punishment of Hell in the life after death.

Fasting 15 only for Allah’s sake and he will give delightful and attractive rewards for
this in the hife after death.

The following acts will break the fast if they occur during the fasting hours:

a. Deliberate eating or drinking.

=)

Anything entering the body through the nose or mouth; this includes smoking
or smifting any powdered substance.
¢. Having any conjugal relations (sex between husband and wafe).

An injection in the muscle 15 allowed during fasting but not a nutrittonal injection.
Unintentional eating or drinking due to forgetfulness or rinsing out the mouth or
bathing and putting drops in the eye do not make the fast invalid.

A Muslim 15 expected to keep away from all bad actions during his fast. He should
not tell a hie, break a promise or do any decittul aat; unbefitting of a Muslhim.

The very purpose of fasting is to enable a Muslim to control his passions, so that
he becomes a person of good deeds and mtentions. Anger — a common human
weakness — can also be brought under control by fasting,

In addition to the compulsory fasting in Ramadan, a Muslim may fast during other
times of the year. These fasts are treated as Susinah.

Women are exempted from fasting during menstruation or post-childbirth bleeding.
They are required to make up the days lost during this period at some othet time of
the year. A Muslim must not fast:

a. On the day of ‘Tdul Fitr.
b. On the day of ‘Jdul Adha.

The Qur’an was first reveated in the month of Raniadan. There is a night m the
month which is “better than a thousand months™ (97:3). This might 1s called Latlatni
Qadr (Night of Power). According to Hadrth, this night occurs during the last ten
days of Ramadan (most probably the odd-numbered nights). It is a night of great
importance; we should worship as much as we can on this night.

An additional prayer known as ‘larawih (20 rak ‘ahs or 8 wak ‘ahs) is offered during
Ramadan after ‘Isha’. This is a sunnali prayer in which efforts are made to recite as
much of the Qur'an as possible. In many mosques, the whole Qur'an is recited in
Tarawih prayer. This prayer is generally offered in congregation. Those who cannot
join a congregation should offer Tarawth at home. A pre-dawn meal known as Saliar
1s taken in Ramadan.

At the end of Ramadan Mushims celebrate ‘Iduf Figr,a day of thanksgiving and happiness.
It is one of the happy and joyful occasions for the Muslim community. On this day,
Mushims offer special prayers in congregation and thank Allah for His blessings and
mercy.
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Hayj 1s the fifth pillar of Islam. It 1s a visit toual—Ka ‘bak, the house of Allah 1 Makkah,
once in a lifetime by those Muslims who can aftord and are physically fit to make the
journey. It is performed during the period 8-13 Diml Hijjah, the twelfth month of
the Islamic calendar (3:97; 22:27-3(; 3:197).

Al-Ka'hah, also known as Bastuliah (4).)\ :_"..«.:’j)(House of Allah}, is a cube-like one-
storey building which was built originally by Prophet fbalim (Abraham) and his son
Isma 1l (Ishimael). It is the first house ever built for the sole purpose of the worship of
Allah (3:96). Allah has blessed al-Ka ‘hah. Muslims from all over the world come here
every year.

The occasion may rightly be called the Asnal International Mustim Assembly. During
Hajj, Islamic brotherhood becomes particularly apparent and can be experienced in
a spectal way by everyone who takes part. Barriers of language, territory, colour and
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race disappear and the bond of faith 15 uppermost. Everyone has the same status in
the House of Allah — the status of His servant.
Haji has a number of important rituals associated with it, iurluding:

1. Putting on Thram (2:200). rlj_s‘Jl

2, Going around al-Ka'bah seven fimes (2:200), called Tawaf u\,]al

3. A fast walk between ag-Safd and al-Marwah near al-Ka hah (2:138). (Sa'ce - g,....n

4. Visiting and staying at Mina, ‘Arafat and Muzdaltfah (2:198). (t\di)ﬁ}u.au--l)naoﬁ ay)
5. Theowing pebbles at three fixed places in Mma (2:200).( o J[.J-\ g‘)]

6. Shaving or trimming hair (2:200; 48:27). ér“"“} JJ,I)

7. Sacrifice of an animal (2:196, 200). (im¥))

At the time of Hajj, while approaching Makkah, a pilgrim must puc on liram
betore reaching a pont called Mrgar (station). For men, llirdni consists of two sheets
of unsewn white cloth. This is the very simple form of dress a pilgrim must wear in
place of his normal everyday clothes. For a woman, Hiram 1s her ordinary normal
dress.

This change is very significant. It reminds the pilgrim of his position in relation to
Allah. He 1s 2 humble servant of his Creator. It also remuinds him that after death he
will be wrapped 10 white sheets and his favourite or expenstve clothes will be lett
behmd. The humhity, simplicity and commonabity become evident.

When putting on I, prlgrims express their intention (Niyyah) by saying: *1
intend to put on M tor Hajj”

There are then some restrictions on the pilgrim while in the state of Hintm. He or
she must not:

a. use perfume - to help forget enfoyment of ordinary
daily life

to feel that everything belongs 1o
Allal

to kill one’s wrge for aggression and
feel a love for natnre

to develop mercy

b kill or harm animals, even insects —
¢ break or uproot plants —

d. hum —

€. marry or take part in a wedding = to forget normal life and think of
the Creator

f do anything dishonest or arrogant to behave like a servant of Allah

£ carry arms to give up aggressive attitudes

h. cover the head (males) to express humbleness

(. cover the face (females) to feel a pure atmosphere

J- wear shoes covering ankles to express simplicity

k. cut hair or clip nails to express non-interference with
tiature

I. have conjugal relations 1o forget worldly pleasure
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All these restrictions make a pilgrim think of Allah and Ins ulumate goal in life -~
success in the hife after death — and nothing else. While n Thram the pilgrim recites
Talbiyah (x.5)as follows:

- ..; < . - K p.. -~ - ,:’ -~ = .4‘“ - \; /‘:U, - ':;‘ g
s A "."f} ”ge 4/’:"‘”44"," 7
s ) K b 5 . 1

Labbaikallahumma labbaik, labbaika 13 shatka laka labbaik,

innal hamda wan ni‘mata laka wal mulk, 1a sharika lak.
Here Tam O Lord, here I am, here Iam, You have no partner, here 1 am,
surely praise, blessings and the kingdom are for You, You have no partner.

One of the important things pilgrims do is to drink from the well of Zamzam,
located to the south of al-Ka ‘hah. Hajar (Hagar), the mother of Prophet Isma T (Prophet
Ibrahim’s eldest son), discovered the well as she ran between ag-Safa and al-Mariakh,
desperately searching for water for baby Lma‘l.

Hayj has in it all the lessons of Salah, Zakal and Sawm. Do you remember why we
ofter Salah, pay Zakah and fast? We offer Salah to remember Allah, pay Zakah w
please Him and fast only for His sake. During Safah we present ourselves to Allah
five times a day, but during Hajj we have to think ot Allah all the cme. At the ime of
Salah, we face towards al-Ka'‘bah, but during Hajj we go there mn person. Zakah
teaches us to pay part of our savings for welfare and other good causes for Allah's sake, but
during Hajj we sacrifice much more of our money for the pleasure of Allah.

Muslims from all parts of the world who are able and can afford, also perform a
lesser pilgrimage called ‘Umrah (2:158). It can be performed at any time of the year.
For ‘Umah, a person has to put on fhram and do rituals 1,2, 3 and 6 only (see page 79).

Sawm teaches us to control ourselves during daylight hours from eating, drinking
or smoking or having conjugal relations. But in the state of Ihram there are many
more restrictions, (Eating and drinking are not prohibited in the state of Thram though.)

What do we learn from all these exercises during Hajj? We learn that we belong to
Allah, we will return to Him and we must do as He commands us. If we do, we will
surely be successful in this life and enjoy an everlasting bliss in the Akhirah.

]|had R T A A R R R e T
Jihad is the use of all our energies and resources to establish the Islamic system of life,
in order to gain Allah’s favour. fihad is an Arabic word which means to fry one’s utmost.
It is a continuous process. In its first phase a Muslim learns to control his own
passions and intentions. We need to strive hard to achieve this. This is Jikad within
ourselves and is the basis for the comprehensive Jihad which is concerned with
establishing Ma iif (right) and removing Munkar (evil) from our lives and from society
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i which we live. It demands the use of all our materal and mental resources.
Eventually when the need arises, we even have to give our life for Allah’s sake,

The aim of Jikad 1s to seck the pleasure of Allah. This must not be forgotten
because this purpose 1s the basis of all Islamice endeavours.

Earlier, we learned about the basic duties of Shahadah, Salah, Zakahk, Sawm and
Hajj. All these duttes teach us how to obey Allah and gamn His favour so that we pass
the test on the Day of Judgement and receive the reward of entering Paradise -~ the
place of permanent happiness, joy and peace.

Regular and conscious performance of the four basic duties should prepare and
motivate us to live and die for the cause of Islaim, which we believe to be the only
sure way to success 1n this hife and 1 the hereafter. In other words, all Islamic duties
should prepare us to engage in Jihad. Jihad is the end result of our efforts n Salali,
Zakah, Sawm and Hajj. We cannot think of Islam without Jihad,

We would like to see truth prevail and falsehood vanish, but we are aware that this
cannot happen on its own; we have to do our utmast to achieve it. The performance
of other Istanmic duties will be meamngless if they do not motivate us to engage in
Jihad.

The method of Jikad is the one practised by Prophet Muhammad . His life 1s the
perfect example for us and we will learn about it later.

Our duty as Muslims is to practise Allihs commands and to urge others to do the
same. This duty has been given to us by Allah in His own words in the Qur’an:

“You are the best Ummah (community); you have been raised for mankind so that you
command what is right and forbid what is evil, and you believe in Allah.” (3:110)

We should ask others-to be obedient to Aliah in a persuasive and convincing way.
Our own htestyle will count for much here. It is most important that we try hard to
practise what we say. Allah does not like those who say something but do something
different. The Qus’an says: “Why do you ask of others the vight conduct and you yourselves
Jorget?” (2:44) In another place in the Qur'an, Allah says, “O you who believe! Why do
you say that which you do not do? It is most hateful to Allah that you say that which you do
not.” (61:2-3)

These verses clearly direct us to compare our own deeds with our words. To
achieve this, we must do good ourselves and also urge others to do the same, This
will enable us to remove our weaknesses and deficiencies. None of us is perfect, but

our imperfections will gradually decrease if we do our very best to pursue our duty
of Jihad for Allah’s sake only.
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s s What did you leam? (2d)

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

T

—~

What does the word Zakah mean, and how often should it be paid?
What 15 the rate of Zakah on your cash savings?

What are the times during which we fast in Ramadan?

Why is Latlarul Qadr such an important night?

Write a letter telling a non-Mushm friend about “Idul Fifr.

What is the Hajj and what is it intended to teach us?

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

S5 B9

What lesson do we learn from the payment of Zakah?

Which people are helped by our giving Zakah?

What does Sawm develop in us and how is it a training programme?

What actions make our fasting invalid?

Hajj is called the Annual International Mushim Assembly. Explain why, discussing
the whole concept of Islamic Brotherhood (and Sisterhood).

Does the phrase ‘Holy War’ correctly explain the full meaning of Jihad? Give
examples to explain vour answer.

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

1,

ro
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Explain the importance of Zakah i the context of social welfare in an Islamic
society.

What are the moral and socal lessons of Sawm? Give examples of how this
month of training should improve our conduct for the rest of the year.

What is the significance of putting on ihwam during Hajj?

“Living as a Muslim in a non-Muslim society can be described as Jihad.” Explan this
statement with practical examples from your own experiences.




The Life of Muhammad & 3

Mubammad £&

Introduction
“Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah, you have for yeu an excellent model (uswatun hasanah)
for all whoe hope {to meet} Allah and the Lasi Day and remember Allah very much.” (33:21)
“We sent you (Muhammad) not but as a mercy for the Universe.” (21:107)
“He it is who has sent His Messenger with the guidance and the veligion of truth, thut He may
make it vicrorious over all religions, however much idolators may hate it.” (61:9)
o far you have been learning the basics of Islam. Now it 1s time to learn about
our great and dear Prophet, Mubammad & 1t is through Mulammad & chat
Allah has completed the Islamic way of hife.

No other person in the history of mankind has left so great an impact on the life
of his followers as Muhammad &, the last and final messenger of Allah. His life is the
best example (uswatun hasanah) for us to follow. He has shown us how to obey Allih,
the Lord of the Universe and live as a true muslim, Allah says in the Qur'an:

“Say (O Muhammad), if you love Allah, follow me; Aliah will love you and forgive your
sins, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” (3:31)

It means that Allih will be pleased with us only if we practise [stam as practised by
Muhammad &. He has been described in the Qur'an as “a mercy for the universe
frafonatn! il Aamm)" (21:107),

Muliammad’s & duty, according to the Qur'an, was to make Islam prevail over all
other systems of Life (61:9, 48:28,9:33). In other words, you can say that Muhammad’s &
duty as the final messenger of Allah was to establish the truth and remove falsehood

79



from the society in which he lved. As Muslims, we must also work towards the
establishment of the supremacy of Allah’s Law and the removal of evil from the
society in which we live. This 1s Jiliad, which he left for us as his legacy.

The difference between Muhammad £ and usis that he received guidance direct from
Allh through revelation (Waht), but we have not. He was the final messenger of Allah |
Muthanumad £ was not only a messenger but a human being as well. He was not a super-
human being, but a mortal man (18:110; 33:40).Yet he had extraordmary qualities that
distinguished him a5 the very best human being in the whaole history of mankind, a
shining examiple for all to follow. He is a mercy not only to Muslims, but to all hunans,

Birth and Childhood

Miushammad & was born into the noble tribe of the Queaish 1 Makkah, Arabia, in
571 CE (Christian/Commeon Era)®. His father, ‘Abdullah, died before his birth and
Aminah, his mother died when he was only six. A few days after his birth he was
given to Halnmah, who nursed him until he was five years and one month old, when
he was returned to the care of his mother. It was the custom of the Quraish to give
their new-born babies to foster-mothers (wet nurses) tor breast-feeding.

After his mother’s death, his grandfather, ‘Abdul Mugtaith, looked after him., From
carly childhood Muhammad & suffered one shock after another. His grandfather
died when he was only eight years old. Muhammad & was then looked after by his
uncle, Abat Talih, a leader of the Quratsh and a businessman. The name Muhammad
means ‘prasseworthy’. He 1s also known as Ahmad (61:6)

Business Trip to ash-Sham (now Syria)

Muhammad £5 was growing up in the affectionate care of his uncle, Aba Talib, when
at the age of twelve he accompanied him on a business trip to ash-Sham. When their
caravan reached Bugra in ash-Sham, a Christian monk called Bahi invited them to a
dinner. This was unusual. Aba [alib and his caravan had passed this way many times
before but had never been asked in by the monk. All members of the caravan went
to the dinner except Muhammad £5 who stayed behind, probably to look after the
camels and their baggage. Bahira insisted on Mubhammad’s £ joining in the dinner.
When he did, Bahira asked him a few questions, and Mulanunad £ answered precisely
and to the point.

When he heard the answers, Bahira — a person knowledgeable in Christianity
and the Bible — recognised from what he knew that the boy, Muliammad &, was
going to be a prophet in the future. He advised Abf 'alib to take special care of his
nephew. When they finished their trading, Aba '[alib lost no time in returning to
Makkah with Muhammad .

* The Prophet’s biographers have differed about the exact year of his birth. Some give 569 CE or 570 CE,
but I have preferred Shibll Nu ‘mant’s view from his famous Stratunr Nabr: 571 CE.
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Young Shepherd

Whilst still b boy Muhammad £ tended sheep, so he had plenty of time to think and
reflect upon the situation around him. He moved around with his flock in the vast
expanse of the Arabian desert. It provided him with a unique opportunity to acquire
a clear vision of nature and to contmplate over the wonders of Allah’s creation,
Mulanunad & took pride in spending his boyhood as a shepherd. He used to say,
“Allah sent no prophet who was not a shephend. Masa (Moses) was a shepherd, Dawnd
(David) was also a shepherd.” (al-Bukhari)

The reason for this might be that Alish wanted His prophets to gain the experience
of life as a shepherd, to acgiure patience whilst preaching Allah’s message. It is very
difficult to control a flock of sheep, goats or camels which do not have the human
understanding or semse of right and wrong. It needs a lot of patience to handle
animals, This experience was very uscful for the prophets in carrying out their real
duty of preaching the message of Allah to human beings of their time.

Teenager, Harbul Fijar and Hilful Fudal

When Muhammad # was fifteen, a local war broke out during the Haji season
between the tribes of Quraish and Hawazin. According to Makkan tradition, war was
forbidden in the pilgrimage season (known as ‘sacred months’). Despite this, the war
lasted for four years, with intervals, and caused tremendous hardship to people on
both sides. Life was becoming intolerable because of the unnecessary bloodshed.
Hence it was called the Sacrilegious War (Harby! Fijar).

The reason for the war seemed silly to Muliammad & and he felt quite disgusted
at the senseless bloodshed. [t made some people ponder over how to stop the non
sensical bloodshed and take steps to stop the war and muke peace.

Upon the initiative of az- Zubair bin ‘Abdul Mugtalib, Mubammad’s & uncle,a meeting
was called at the house of “Abdullah bin Jud an, who was a person of influence and
wealth. A society called Hilful Fudal (Alhance for Charity) was formed at this meeting
to help those affected by this senseless war, the oppressed, the poor and the needy.
Mubwmmad £ was present at the meetng and took the following oath: “f uphold the
part concluded In my presence when 1hn Jud ‘an gave us a great baniguet. Should it ever be
invoked, I shall immediately rise to ansiwer the call”

The participation of Muhammad & in this alliance is a proof of his concern and
Interest in welfare activities, even when he was a youth. There is a lesson for you
here. As young people, when you study the life of Muhammad &, you should decide
to take part in the welfare of people in general and the welfare of your fellow
youngsters in particular. You should study the life of Muhammad &, ke lessons
from 1t and put them into practice. If you look around you, you will find many
unjust and wrong things are taking root in society. You should do whatever you can
to remedy injustices and wrongdoings. If you do so, Allah will reward you in this life
and in the ife after death (Akhirah).
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Marriage

As Mubhammad £ grew up, he helped in running the business of his uncle, Aba Talib,
who was managing his tamily with some difficulty During this time, Muframmad &
received an offer from a noble lady named Khadtjah to look after her business affairs.
Muhanunad’s & fame as an honest and upright young man had now become well
known in Makkah which is why Khadijah made the proposal.

Muhammad £ accepted the offer and set out for ash-Sham with the merchandise
of Khadijah, accompanied by her slave called Maisarah. This was Muliammad's &
second husiness trip to ash-Sham. He sold the goods and bought what he was told to
before returning wo Makkah. He made big profits for Khadtjah on this trip because of
his intelligence, skill and honesty. It was almost double what anyone else had earned
tor Khadijaht before, During the journey, his companion Maisaralt noticed that
Muhammad & was protected from the heat of the sun by douds. On their return,
Maisarah hurried to Khadijah and told her about this unusual experience and the
large protits he had made tor Khadijah.

Khadijah, the daughter of Khueailid, was a determined, mtelligent and noble woman.
She was impressed by the ability, noble character and excellent performance of
Midhammad 5. Khadljah decided to send a proposal of marriage to Mulammad #
On the advice of his uncle, Abi 1alih, Muhammad & agreed to the proposal and the
wedding ceremony went ahead. Now Muftamiad £ was a family man and the
marriage marked the beginning of a new phase in his hite. He was twenty-five years
of age and Khadijah was forty and a widow.

From the marriage, they had six children — two boys, al-Qasim and ‘Abdullah
{also known as Tithir and Taiyh), and four gisls, Zainab, Rugaiyah, Umm Kultham and
Fapimah. Both sons died before his prophethood but the daughters lived into Islam,
embraced it and later migrated to Madmah.

Physical Features

Muhammad £ was a handsome man of medium build — neither very tall nor short.
He had a large head, thick black hair, a wide forchead, heavy eyebrows and large
dark eyes with long eyelashes. He had a fine nose, well placed teeth, a thick beard, a
long handsome neck and a wide chest and shoulders. His skin was hight coloured
and he had thick palms and feet. He walked steadily with firm steps. His appearance
had the mark of deep thought and contemplation. His eyes gave the feeling of the
authority of a commander and a natural leader.

Rebuilding of the Ka*bah

The Ka'hal needed tepairs or vather rebuilding after 2 sudden tlood had damaged it and
cracked its walls. The task was divided among the four clans of the Quraish. Muliammad
# took an active part in the work. The rebuilding progressed and the walls were
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rased unal it was time to place the Black Stone, al-Hajarl Aswad. on the south
eastern corner of the Ka'halr. The Black Stone was regarded as very sacred by the
Makkans and 1t is still regarded as sacred by Muslims. At the ume of Hajf, the pilgrims
kiss this stone as a mark of respect and as the Sunnah (pracuice) of Muhammad 2.

There were arguments about who should have the honour of placing this holy
stone n 1ts place. The situation became tense and there was the possibihity of a civil war
over the issue, To avoid bloodshed, an idea put forward by Aba Usmaiyah, the oldest man
m Makkah, was accepted. He proposed to all the people present,“Let the first man to
enter the gate of the mosque next morning decide the matter in dispute among us.”

What a pleasant surprise! The first man to enter the mosque was Muhanmad £
All the people shouted in a chorus, “Tlns 15 the trustworthy one (al-Amin), this is
Muhammad. We accept his judgement.”

When he came to them. they asked him to decide the matter and he agreed. He
said,"Give me a cloak.” When they brought him a cloak, he spread it on the ground,
placed the Black Stone over 1t and said, “Let the elders of cach clan hold on to one
edge of the cloak "They did so and carried the stone to its place. Mubammad & then
picked up the stone and put it in its place on the wall of the Ka'bah, In this way he
acted as an umpire (arhiter) among his people and averted a bloody cvil war. The
rebnlding continued and was completed by the Quraish. Muhammad & was then
thirty-tive years old.

This event shows beyond any doubt that even before his prophethood, Muhammad &
was regarded as a judge and a referee for the Quraish at the tme of their disputes and
cnises. He carned the titles of al-Amin (the crustworthy) and a-Sadig (the truthtul). The
wony was that after lus prophethood, many of those same people turned against him
because of their ignorance and arrogance which made them too stone-hearted to respond
to the call of the truth.

Search for the Truth

Mubammad & was a soft spoken, gentle person who loved to think and meditate, He
was not like others of his age, 1n that he had no incerest in the attractions of the
worldly life, a characteristic suited to a person destined to be the guide and teacher
for the whole of mankind.

Muhammad & very often used to retreat in seclusion and solitude to a cave, Hira’,
in mount NAr. There he passed his time in meditation and devotion. He used to pass
the month of Ramadan in this cave, where he immersed himself deep into thoughts
about the mysteries of nature. He had an eager longing in his heart and searched
seriously for the truth.

Why did he do this? He did it because he did not find the answers to the questions
agitating his inquisitive mind about man, his creation and his ultimate goal. He was
also unhappy ahout the feuds, conflices, strife and divisions in the society around hin.
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He was fed up with existing social and poliical systems. The religions of the Jews
and the Christians at that time were so corrupted by the rabbis and priests that they
no longer had any appeal to reason and wisdom, He was unable to adjust himself to
the senseless bloodshed, tribal disputes, oppression of the helpless by the powerful,
idol worship and the low status of women.

The Makkans worshipped dols made by themselves, Muliwmmad & used to think
about the stupidity of idol worship. The idols could not move, talk or do anything. How
could they respond to the prayers of human beings?

All these appeared nonsensical to Mufiammad’s 8 thinking mind. The retreat in
the cave was to find answers to these deep-rooted feelings in his own heart. It was a
search for comfort, consolation, peace, tranquillity and right guidance. Could it be anything
else? Of course not. Mulammad’s & mind was full of feelings, sympathy, and concern
for the welfare of the people of Makkal. How could his upright mind rest while
anarchy, injustice, falsechood and exploitation were rife in the city?

These idols, including the three biggest, Hubal, al-Lar, and al- ‘Uzza, were lifeless
stones unable to help themselves it somebody happened to break them. But the
Makkans worshipped them, asked their help, took ocaths in their name and fought
tor them. Muhammad’s & curious mind was searching for the truth, to get rid of the
social misdeeds and change the existing social and political order. It was during the
days of his retreat in the month of Ramadan that Allab, the Lord of the Universe,
tavoured Muhammad & with His blessing — the first revelation of the Qur'an,

Mount Hird'— the first place of revelation
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Receiving the Truth

Muhammad & had reached the age of forty when one nighe, while meditating in his
mountain retreat in Hird’ during Ramadan, an angel appeared before him,

“Read!” said the angel. “I am not a reader” replied Mudammad & . At this, the angel
hugged him and squeezed him so hard thae he thought he would die of suffocation.
He was then released and the angel again said, “Read!” Muliammad £ gave the same
reply. The angel squeezed im harder and then released him. The angel asked hin a
third time, “Read!” Mulammad & repeated his reply, “T am not a reader.” The angel
hugged him again even harder for the third time, Mudammniad’s & fear of suffocation
increased, so he asked, “What shall I read?” The angel then released him, saying:
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“Read tn the name of your Lovd Who created,
Created man from something that clings,
Read, and your Lord is most generous,
Who taught by the pen,
Taught man what he did not know.”
(96:1-5)

Muhammad & recited the verses and felt as though the words were written on his
heart. These are the first revealed verses of the Qur'an. X

How wondrous that Allah should choose for His messenger an ummiyy ( ) —
someone who could neither read nor write (7:157-138; 29:48-49; 62:2), In those
days only very few people in Arabia learnt to read or write, The verses of the Qur'an
excelled all literature of the time, and have never been matched since. Indeed, they
cannot be equalled (17:88;2:23; 10:37-38). lmagine the astonishment of the Arabs to
hear such powerful, perfect words coming from Mubammad £, a man thus far
unlettered.

Muhammad & was greatly troubled by this strange experience. He looked around and
saw nothmg. He was feartul and territied. He stood motionless.

Muhammad £ looked at the sky and was surprised to see the angel Jibra'1l flying in
the shape of a giant man. The angel said, “O Muhammad, you are the Messenger of
Allah and I am fibra'nl”
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And wherever he looked, Muhammad & saw Jibra'il flying in the distance. He
stood still until the angel disappeared.

Muhammad & rushed home in 4 panic and sat close to Khadtjah. He told her all
that had happened. Khadtjah, his noble, loving and caring wife who had total faith in
her husband comforted him, saying, “Rejoice, () son of my uncle, and be of good heart,
Surely by Him in Whose Hand is Khadijah's soul, 1 have hope that you will be the propher of
this people. You have never done any wrong to anyenc.You are kind to others and you help the
poor. So Allah will not let you down.” Muhammad & asked Khadtjalt to wrap him up in
blankets. He was wrapped up and fell asleep.

Khadtjah then went to her cousin, Waraqah bin Nawfal bin Asad bin ‘Abdul ‘Uzza.
He was a biind old man and a Christian. He had knowledge of the scriptures of the
Torah and the Gospel. Waraqah heard all that had happened from Khadijal and said,
“Holy! Holy! By Him in Whose Power is Waragah s soul, if what you narrate is true,
O Khadrjah, then this is the same one who keeps the secrets (angel Jibra'tl) whom
Allah had sent to Moses. Tell him to be patient and firm.” Khadijah returned home to
comfort and reassure her husband with the good news Waragah had told her.

There was a pause for some days or may be a few mouths between the first revelation
and the second revelation when Muhammad £ was very sad. Then he saw the angel
Jibra'tl again, flying in the sky seated in a floating chair. The Prophet & became
frightened and rushed home. He asked Khadijah to cover him up. She wrapped him
with blankets and he fell asleep. After a few moments, Khadijah noticed that the
Prophet & was shivering, breathing deeply and sweating. The angel Jilra’il brought
the second revelation to him which was:

“O you who lie wrapped in your mantle, avisc and wam! Glorify your Lord. Purify
yourself. Give up uncleanliness. Give not i order to have more i veturn. For the sake of your
Lord, endure patiently.” (74:1-7)

Seemg him 1 this position, Khadrjah pleaded with Muliammad & to rest a little
longer. But Muhammad £ was now reassured and said in a tirm voice, “O Khadijah,
the time of slumber and rest is past. Jibvd'1l has asked me to warn men and call them to Allah
and to His worship. But whom shall I call? And who will fisten to me?”

Khadtjah encouraged and assured Muhammad & about the success of his prophethood
and declared her own acceptance of Islim, the first person to do so. It is very important
to note and appreciate that the first human to accept Islam was Khadtjah.

How marvellous it is! Khadijah accepts her husband as the Prophet of Allzh! Who
can better testify to the integrity of a person than his wife? She knew Muhammad &
better than anyone else did, and could testify to his honesty, integrity and
trustworthiness. No man can hide his weakness from his wife because she knows
him so closely and intimately. We Muslims should aim to immitate the excellent
example of our beloved Prophet Muhammad &. The world will surely be a much
better place if we could achieve such trust from our wives by the Grace of Allah.
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The Istamic Movement Begins

The revelation marked the beginning of Muhammad's & role as a messenger of
Allzh. It was also the starting point of the Islimic movement carried out by him
during the rest of his life. The first phase of the movement lasted for three years, from
610 CE (the vear of revelation and revolution) to the end of 612 CE.

To begin with, Muhammad & preached the message of Allah only to his friends,
his closest relatives and those whom he could trust. ‘Al his cousin, the son of Abn
Talih, was the second Muslim and the third was Zaid son of Harithah (Mubammad’s
# servant). Aba Bakr was the first from among Muliammad's & friends to become a
Mushm. It 1s worth noting the composition of the early Muslims.

First, Khadtjah, Muhammad’s & wife, accepts Islam; second, ‘Al his cousin; third,
Zaid, his houschold servant. Outside the household, Abf Bakr, a respected businessman
and a close friend of Muhammad &, accepted Islam without the slightest doubt or
hesitation. All of them were near and dear to him.

‘Ali Accepts Islam

This, briefly, is how ‘Al the cousin of the Prophet & and then a boy of only ten,
accepted the eruth. Allah taught Mubammad 8 through angel Jitra'il how to make
ablution (Wudn’) and how to pray. Muhammad & i wrn taught Khadijah and both
of them used to offer Saldh together,

‘Alr watched the Prophet & and his wite kneeling and prostrating and reciting
the Qur'an. He was amazed at this unusual scene and asked the Prophet & after the
prayer, “To whom did you prostrate yourselves?” The Prophet & answered, “We
have prostrated ourselves to Allah who has sent me as a Prophet and has commanded
me to call human beings unto Him.”

The Prophet & then invited ‘Al to worship only Allah and to accept the message
of Allah revealed to him.

He also recited to him some verses from the Qur'an. ‘Alf felt excited and thrilled
but thought for a moment and said he would consult his facher, Aba Talib, about this.
He passed the night agitated and restless, thinking about the call of Muhammad &.
Next morning, he rushed to the Prophet £ and declared his faith in Tslaim. The
young boy said, " Allih created me without consulting Aba Talib, my father. Why then
should T consult him in order to worship Allzh?”

The story of young ‘Alr should inspire and motivate young people to work for
Islam to make living on this earth meaningful and purposeful. Rest assured, this is the
way to peace and happiness. ‘Al the first Muslim boy, accepted this peace — Islaim,

Notable Early Muslims

We should learn some of the names of the people who accepted Islam and later
became famous in Islimic history and made a tremendous impact on mankind.
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Early Muslims mcluded: ‘Alr hin Abr “alib, Zaid bin Havithah, Aba Bakr bin Abr
Quhafah, ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan, Sa'd bin Abt Waqqas, ‘Abdur Ralunan bin 'Awf, lalliah bin
Ubaiditlah, Abf Dharr al-Ghifan, az- Zubair bin al-'Awnwdin, Abn ‘Ubaidah bin al-Jarriy,
al-Argam bin Abt al-Argam al-Makhzfmi (also known as al-Argam bin ‘Abdi Manaf bin
Asad), Suhait ar-Rami, ‘Abdwllah bin Mas'nd, Khabbab bin al- Aratt, Uthman bin Maz ‘iin,
Ja'far bin Abt Talib and Nu'‘aim bin ‘Abduilai,

Among the great women to accept Islam were: Khadijah bint Kinaeailid, Fagimah
bint al-Khapab, Asma’ bint Abt Baks, Fatimah bint al-Mujallil, Fukaihali bint Yasar, Asma’
bint ‘Umais, Asma’ bint Salamah, Ramlah bint Ab ‘Awf and Humaniah bint Khalaf Khadijah
was the first anong the women and men to accept Islam.

End of the First Phase

During the first phase of the Iskimic movement, Mubtammad & preached the message
ot Allah discreetly and it spread gradually among all age-groups, especially the youth,
n Makkah. People in Makkah began to talk about Mudanmad % and his message.
They did not take it seriously in the beginning. They thought the Mushims had a
tantasy that would soon die away and the worship of idols would eventually triumph.

Three years passed and the message of Allah continued to spread far and wide in
the valley of Makkah.

Islimic Movement Becomes Public

Three years after the first revelation, Allah commanded the Prophet &, “Proclaim
what you have been ordered and turn away from the polytheists.” {15:94) This was the
comniand to make the call to Allah open and public and was the beginning of the
second phase of the Islamic movement.

‘Ali and the Dinner

The Prophet & prepared himself to meet the new situation with strong deternination
and faith. He vited his kinsmen to a dinner and after the dinner addressed them, saying:

O sons of ‘Abdul Muttalib, [ know of no Arab who has come to his people with a nobler
message than mine. I have brought you the best of this world and the next. Allah has ordercd
me to call you to Him. So, who of you will stand by me in this matter?”

The elders in the dinner were not responsive. They were about to leave when the
young boy ‘Al stood up and said, “I an the youngest of you; I may be a boy, my feet may
not be strong enotgh, but O Muhammad, 1 shall be your helper. Whoever opposes you, I shall
fight him as a mortal enemy.” The elders laughed loudly and dispersed.

Consider the courage of the boy ‘Alr! How bravely and firmly he spoke about his
faith! Does it not, as young people, inspire you to follow the example of Ah? To
uphold the Truth and work for it 15 the best of everything in this world. The reward
of the eternal bliss and happiness is guranteed i the Akkirah aswell.
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The Prophet # on Mount Safa

Muhammad & now prepared himself to openly call the Makkans to the message of
Allah. He climbed on top of ag-Safa and called out to the people who, seeing hun
standing there, had gathered below. Mulammad & told them, “O men of Quraish, if 1
were to tell you that T see an army ready to attack on the other side of the mountain, wonld you
believe me?”

They answered, “Yes, why not? We tnust you and never found you telling a lic.”

Muhammad # said, “Know then, that T am a warner and that [ warn you of severe
punishment. O Banft ‘Abdul Mutfalib! Banft ‘Abd Manaf! O Bana Zuhrak! O Banf Taim!
O Bana Makhzim! O Banit Asad! Allal has commanded me to warn you, my nearest
kinsenen, that I can assure you of good on this easth and i heaven if you declare that there is
no god except Allah.” Abt Lahab, his uncle, became red with anger and exclaimed,
“May your hands perish on this day! Did you gather us for this?”

Muhammad & was severely shocked and looked towards his uncle for a moment.
Allah comforted His messenger and informed him of the fearful punishment awaiting,
Abn Lahab. Allxh revealed, “May the hands of Aba Lahab perish; deowmed he is. His wealth
and his properties shall not save him. He shall be theoun into a flaming five of hell.” (111:1-3)

The open mvitation to Allih's message brought hostility and opposition to the
Prophet 2 and his followers. A new stage of the Isllmic movement began. We will
see how the followers of Islim overcame this opposition with valour, vigour and
steadfastness. Indeed, it is rare to find such examples of heroie sacrifices for the noble
cause of Allzh,

Hostility and Persecution

The Makkans who, for a long time, had taken no serious notice of the movement
became very hostile to the open call of Muhammad & They now realised the threat
to their idolatry and began to harass the followers of Klam in order to stop its
increasing popularity. Hardly a day passed without some new followers joining the
faith. This trend further increased the fury of the idolaters.

The Quraish first tried to settle the matter through Aba Talib and asked him to
withdraw his support from Mulhammad & . Delegations of influential people went to
meet Abfl Talib twice for this purpose. He listened to them calmly and sent them
back with concihatory words. Aba Talib asked Muhammad & not to put him under
so much strain, for he was the leader of the Quraish. The Prophet & faced a dilemma
but remained firm and said to his uncle, “O my uncle, by Allah, if they put the sun in my
right hand and the moow in my left, and ask we te give up my mission, I shall not do it until
Allal has made it victariens or 1 perish therein!”

Abn Talib was moved by the firmness of his nephew and said, “Go and say what you
please for, by Allah, I shall never withdrnw my support from you.”

The first Muslim to suffer at the hands of the unbelievers of Makkah was Sa‘d bin
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Abr Waggaz, He was struck with a sword in a fight with the enemies as they attacked
the Prophet & and his followers at prayer 1n a mountain pass. The Prophet & was
once preaching in the area of the Ka‘hah and he was attacked. During this encounter
Harith bin Abr Halah tried to pacify the mob bur he was attacked and killed. He was
the first Muslim to give his life for Islam.

Bilal bin Rabah, an Abyssinian slave, was tortured by his master for becoming a
Mushim. He was pinned down on the burning-hot sand, a heavy stone placed on his
chest, and left to swelter under the blazing desert sun — for no reason other than his
acceptance of Islam. Bilal bravely endured this torture, proclaiming “Allah, tie One!
Allah, the One!” They could not turn him away from his faith. Abi Bakr, moved by
Bilal’s suffering, paid his infidel master and freed him.

Others who suftered terribly at the hands of unbelievers were: ‘Ammar, Aba Fukathah,
Suhaib ar-Rami and Khabbab. The tidels did not even spare wonien Muslims. Among
the women tortured were: Sumaryah, Lubainah, Nahdiyah, and Umm ‘Ubais.

The Prophet & himself was ridiculed, insulted and accused of being a sorcerer
and of being possessed. Once he was almost strangled by an unbeliever while praying.
Abn Bakr arrived just in time to rescue him, Aba Lahab’s wife, Umm Jamil, used to
throw rubbish and thorny bushes in Muliannsiad's & path, and all that Mufammad %
did was to remove them. Surprisingly, when one day he found his doorway clear of
tubhish he visited her to find out whether she was 11l This shows how generous and
noble he was. He was kind and considerate even to his enemies,

Muhammad & continued his preaching with even more enthusiasm and firmness,
and the hostility of the unbelievers also intensified. The Makkans did all they could
to stop him and his followers but nothing worked. The Islamic movement continued
to flourish among the Makkans despite false propaganda, persecution and harassment
from the idolaters.

During this period Hamzah, the young uncle of the Prophet &, joined the Islamic
movement. His acceptance of the faith added strength to Islam, for Hamzah was a
brave man. His entry mto Islam compelled the Quraish to abandon some of their
harassment.

Aba Jahi and the Camel Seller

One day a man from [rash came to an assembly of the Quraish, whilst the Prophet &
was sitting nearby next to the Ka'bah. The man called, *Who among you will help
me to get what is due to me from Abul Hakam bin Hishami? 1 am a stranger, a wayfarer,
and he will not pay his debt.”

Abul Hakam bin Hisham was one of the most powerful people in Makkah. His
hatred, hostility and violence towards the Muslims was intense, He was known as
Aba Jahl, which means ‘the father of ignorance’, Most of the people who heard the
stranger were friends of Abn Jalil, and would not wish to displease him. Rather, they
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would prefer to fuel the enmity of Aba Jah! towards Mubhammad & .

They said, “Do you see that man sittng over there?” pointing to Muhammad £§.
“Go to lnm. He will help you.”

The stranger went to Muhammad &, unaware that Aba Jahf was one of his fiercest
enemies. The Prophet & listened as the stranger explined that he had sold camels
to Ab Jahl, who had still not paid him despite his repeated pleading, Without hesitation
the Prophet & offered to help. He acompanied him to Aba Juhis house. In the
dhstance, the Quraish watched, expecting a serious confrontagion. They asked one of
their supporters to follow the Prophet to find out exactly what would happen.

Muliammad & knocked on the door.

“Who is 162" called Abn Jahl

“Mulanmad! Come out to me!”

Aba _Jahl came out, pale-faced and agitated.

“Pay this man his due,” Muhammad £ said firmly.

“One moment while I fetch his money,” replied Aba Juhf. He went back inside, then
returned quickly with the money and gave it to the stranger.

“Go about your husiness,” the Prophet & told the stranger, who was very happy to
be paid,

The stranger from Iash went back to the gathering of Quiraish and said, “May
Allah reward him, for he has recovered my due.” And he went happily on his way.

Then the man sent to watch the confrontation returned to report all he had seen,

“It was amazing!” he began. "Hardly had Muhammad knocked on the door when
out came Abul Hakam (Abn Jahl), breathless and agitated.” He continued to narrate
all that he had seen.

Then Abf Jahl came upon the gathering. Immediately they asked," What happened?
We have never seen anything like this! What have you done?”

“Damn you!” he exclaimed angnily. “By Allah, as soon as he knocked on my door
and I heard his voice, I was filled with terror, Then when I went out to him, |
thought I saw a camel towering above his head, with shoulders and teeth such as 1
have never seen. By Allah, if T had refused to pay, it would surely have eaten me.”

How amazing was the courage and strength of Prophet Muhammad’s & character!
He always stood for justice and helped those in need, even in the face of his bitterest
enemy. Aba_Jahl, despite his hatred, arrogance and pride, was unable to resist the force
of Muhammad’s & extraordinary personality, who was supported by hidden help
from Allah.

We should learn a valuable lesson here. We should follow Allah’s commands and
tollow the example of Prophet Muhanmad & We should Stand for justice and speak
out for the weak, the oppressed and the disadvantaged. This is Jikad fi sabr lillah —
working for Istim using all our resources. We should not only read about the Prophet
&, we should try to follow his example.
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The Offer of ‘Utbah bin Rabi‘ah

‘Uthal bin Rabi ‘ah, a leader of the Quraish, put some proposals to the Prophet . 11e
suggested, “If what you want is money, we will gather for you our property, so that you may
be the vichest of us; if you want honour, we will make you pur chicf] so that no one can decide
anything apart from you; if you want sovereignty, we witl make you king.”

The Prophet & declined these offers and recited verses from Sarah 41 (Ha Mim
as-Safdat) of the Qur'mn. ‘Uthal returned to his companions with a changed face and
reported to them that 'he heard from Mubammad & what be had never heard
before. No worldly temptation could keep the Prophet away from the Truth.

Another Cunning Proposal

The Quraish failed in all their attempts to discourage Multanmad & and the Muslims
from their faith. Harassment, ridicule, torture and false propaganda proved futile as
the Mushms sumply became more determined. The leaders of the Quraish now plotted
a shrewd plot. They proposed to the Prophet & that he should adore their gods and
they 1n return would adore his Allah; in this way there would come about a
compromise and hostility would cease.

Allah commanded the Prophet & to tell the unbelievers in clear terms that there
could be no such compromise on matters of basic principles. Midhammad 8 was asked 1o
declare to them, "You have your religion, and 1 have mine.” (109:6) Thus, the plan of mixing
the truth with falsehood was defeated.

Emigration (Hijrah) to Abyssinia (Ethiopia)

The infidels, frustrated in their attempts to make a compromise with the Prophet
¥, increased the levels of their persecution. The threat to life and property intensified.
The Muslns who were not well-off were particularly insecure and vulnerable.
Muhammad & advised those Muslims who felt insecure to emigrate to Abyssinia
where Negus (an-Najashi), a noble king, ruled. Fighty-three Muslims emigrated o
Abyssinia in groups. The first group was of ten people. This was the first emigration
(Hijrah) of Muslims who had to leave their country for the sake of Allah.

Efforts to get Emigrants Back

A delegation of the Quraish consisting of ‘Amr binr al-'As and ‘Abdullah bin Abr Rabr‘ah
went to the Negus to try to get the emigrant Muslims back.

They bribed the courtiers of the Negus and made accusations against the Muslims
to succeed in their mission. They alleged that the emigrants were apostates and
followers of a new religion which no one had heard of before, The Negris wanted to
know the whole matter and called for the Muslims. He asked, "What is the new
religion you tollow which caused you to leave your country?”

Jafar bin Abr '13lib answered on behalf of the Muslims, “O King, we were in a state of



ignorance and immorality, worshipping stones and idols, eating dead aniinals, comimnitting all sorts of
injustice, breaking natural ties, treating guests badiy, and the strong among us exploiting the weak.

“Then Allah sent us a prophet, one of owr own people, whose lineage, truthfulness,
trustworthiness and honesty were well known to us. He called us to worship Allah alone and
to renounce the stones, the idols which we and owr aricestors used fo worship. He commanded us
to speak the truth, to honour our promises, to be helpful to our relatives, to be good to cur
neighbours, o abstain from bloodshed, to avoid forcation. He commanded us not fo give false
witness, not to appropriate an orphan’s property or falsely accuse a marvied woman. He ordeved
us not to associate anyone with Allah,

“He commanded us to hold prayers, to fast, to pay Zakah. We believed in him and what he
brought to us from Allah, and we follow him in 1what he asked us to do and forbade us not to do.

“Thereupon, our people attacked ws, treated us harshly and tried to take ns back to the old
immorality and worship of idols. They made life intolerable for us in Makkah, and we came to yonr
connitry to seek protection to live in justice and peace.”

Hearing this, the Negus wanted to listen to part of the Qur'an which came down
from Allah to the Prophet &. Jafar recited to him Sarah Marpam (Mary) the 19th
Strah of the Qur'an.

The Negus wept until his beard was wet, listening to the Qur'an. Then he said,
“What you have just recited and that which was vevealed to Masa (Moses) must have both
issued from the same source. Go forth into wmy kingdom; I shall ot deport you at al.”

Thus the spiteful plans of the pagans against the Muslimis were frustrated once again.

‘Umar Accepts Islam

‘Umar bin al-Khattab, a strong and tough person in his late twenties, became a Muslim
n the sixth year of the prophethood of Mulammad & His acceptance of Istn s
remarkable in the sense that he went out with a vow to kill the Prophet & On his
way to carry out his oath, he met Nu‘ain bin *Abdullah who told himi he should set
his own house in order, referring to ‘Umar’s sister Fagimal and her husband Sa‘td bin
Zaid who had become Mushims. On hearing this, ‘Umar became enraged and
immediately set out for his sister’s house.

As he approached the house, he heard some recitation of the Qur'an. Khabbab bin al
Anatt was reading Sairah'Ta Ha (the 20th chapter) to Fatimah and Sad. ‘Umar entered the
house without knocking and demanded angrily, “What was that nonsense I heard?”

Fatimah and Sa‘id refused to answer. They had hidden Khabbab before ‘Umar barged
in. ‘Umar was furious and began hitting Sa‘d. Fagimah was injured as she tried to
mtervene to protect her husband.

Seeing his sister bleeding, ‘Umar stopped and composed himself. He demanded to
see what they were reading. Fatimal told him it was from the Qur'an, and that he
must first cleanse himself before touching the Qur'an. So ‘Umar washed himself
before being given the verses to read.

93



Umar was deeply moved by the beauty of the words, their captivating rhyme and
thythm, and the power and authority in their meaning, He immediately requested,
“Lead me to Muhammad &, so that [ may accept Islam. " Khabbab came out from hiding
and led him to al-Argam al- Makhzams house (Dani Argam) where the Propher &
was staying at that time. Al-Argam'’s house, located at ag-Safd, was then the centre of
Islim. The Prophet & welcomed ‘Umar at the gate and asked him his intention.
‘Umar expressed his wish to be a Muslim and the Prophet & was very pleased.

‘Umar was a powerful man. His entry into Islim gave a strong boost to the Muslims.
Betore him, Hamzah, the Prophet’s uncle, became a Muslim. He was also a powerful
man. The entry into Islim of these two great and brave men was a turning point m the
history of the carly Isiimic movement,

Boycott and Banishment

The Quraish were seething at the gradual increase in the strength of the Muslims.
They plotted another assault and decided on a total boycott of the fanuly of Hashim
and Mufalib. They were banished to a pass named Shi‘bi Abr Jalib. The bovcott
continued for three years and the clans of Hashim and Muftalib suffered badly during
that time. Eventually the boycott had to be withdrawn because of differences amongst
the Quraish themselves. The clans of Hashim and Muffalib demonstrated great firmmess
and unity during the boycott.

The document of boycott, which was kept in the Kathah, was all eaten up by
white ants, except the name of Allah at the top!

The Prophet & continued his work amid intimidation and persecution with rare
patience and determination. Truth must prevail over falschood (17:81). The call to Allsh
must win over paganism. The popularity and strength of Islim was on the increase. It was
going from strength to strength. That was what Allah destined for Islam.

Year of Sorrow

‘Time passed. Muhammad & reached the age of fifty. In the tenth year of his prophethood,
apart from stift opposition and hostility he had to face more sorrow and grief.

His uncle AbaTalib died. It was Abn Talib who always gave protection to his nephew.
However, he died as an unbeliever. Muhammad & was heartbroken. Still more sadness
was to come. The Prophet & lost his most loving and caring wife, Khadtjah’, who
had stood by him like a solid rock, to comfort, support and encourage him at times
when no-one else did. She was the first, you should recall, to accept him as the
Messenger of Allah.

*Note:

During the life-time of Khadljah, the Prophet did not marry another woman. After her death however he
married several women, mostly widows, on social and political grounds. The names of his wives (other than
Khadtjah) are Sawdah, ‘A'ishah, Hafsah, Zainab bint al-Harith, Zainab bint Jahash, Umin Habihah, Umm Salamah,
Juwayriyah bint al-Hartth, Maimana bint al-Harith and Saftyah bint Huyaiy.
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It was a terrible blow to Mubammad £ but he had to endure 1t. Death 1s an undeniable
fact of life. All imen and women die and so must we, one day.

The Prophet & had become used to shocks and grief ever since his childhood.
Alizh tested him all through his life. The responsibility of the final prophethood
needed unmatched endurance and patience. The Prophet & passed all the tests of
life, however intolerable and difficult, including persecution, torture and death blows.
That was how the Alnighty Creator prepared Mulammad £ to make Islam victorious
over all other systems of life. We must remember here that to live as true Muslims, we
also have to go through tests and trials. The eternal bliss of al-Jannah (Paradise) will
then be given to us by our most loving and kind Creator, in the Akliirali.

Ta’if — the Most Difficult Day

The stone-heartedness of the people of Makkah saddened the Prophet. He now
decided to try the people of J¥'if a city sixty miles to the east of Makkah, to see if
they would support him.

On arriving in Ja'tf, accompanied by Zatd bin Harithah, he went to three important
people of the city and mvited them to Islim. All three refused and insulted him. They
even incited street urchins to drive him out of the city.

The urchins pelted stones at the Prophet’s legs and feet. They hooted at him and
drove him out. He was weary, distressed and very sad. He took shelter in a garden
where he prayed.

The owners of the garden witnessed the whole episode and felt sorry for hun in
his tired and bruised condition. They offered him hospitality and sent grapes for him
through their Christian servant, ‘Addas, who later became a Mushim,

The Prophet & uvsed to say that the day in 12 was the most difficult day in his
hite. But look at his greatness; he was bruised, hurt and bloodstained, yet he never
pronounced one word against the people who had abused him. He racher prayed to
Allah to give them gindance. Such was the greatness and noble character of Mubammad
£, the mercy of Allah to the universe. We must follow his example for our success
and happiness in this world and in the Akhirah.

Al-Mi‘rdj (The Ascent) — a timely boost to morale

After the severe shocks of the deaths of Abfi Talib and Khadijah «, and the cruel and
harsh treatment received at T&'if, Muliammad & longed for some comfort and solace,
It was not long before he got it in the form of a remarkable and eventful night
journey to_ferusalem called al-lsd’. And an ascent to heaven in the same night called
al-Mi‘raj.

The Mi‘aj was a remarkable event for the Prophet & . Allah honoured him by this
unique and extraordinary journey during which Muhanimad & saw with his own
eyes the Glory and Majesty of Allah. It was the great morale boost he sorely needed.
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It turther strengthened his faith that Allah was always with him. No amount of
dismay could prevent him from his task of calling people to the way of Aliah.

The Prophet & himself gave vivid details about the journey and the ascent. He said
that the angel fibra’tl awoke hin from his sleep and took him to al-Masjidul Agsa at
Jerusalen (Baitul Magdis) riding, on a white animal which looked like a horse with large
wings. The name of the animal was Burag.

In_ferusalem, he met all the prophets including Adam, Iyalam, Masa, Haran {Aaron)
and ‘Isa. He led them in prayer. He was then taken to different heavens and he saw
the Paradise and the Hell. The most important of all was his experience of the Glory
and Majesty of Allah. It is simply not possible to deseribe this unique experience in
haman language. He had many more experiences. It 1s beyond the grasp of ordinary
people Tike us to understand every aspect of the journey. But it was not impossible
for the last messenger of Allih to grasp the signiticance of these things. He had to
have such experiences to tulfil his duty as Allah’s final messenger.

Five times daily prayers were laid down for Muslims at the time of al-Mi‘raj, The
whole miraculous journey lasted for a short part of the night. Amazing and incredible!
But very real and undoubtedly true.

Next morning, when Muhammad & described his experience, the Makkans laughed
at him and started saying that he must have gone crazy. The Mushims believed him
but some of the new entrants to the faith became a bit doubtful and the unbelievers,
as usual, refused to accept the ruth. Muhammad & gave graphic details of the journey
and a caravan which he had seen on his way to _Jerusalem confirmed details he gave
when it arrived in Makkah.

Remember here thae Muliammad 28 was nicknamed by his own people al-Amtn
(the Trustworthy) and ag-$adiq (the Truchful). Later, these same people behaved quite
strantgely. Muhammad £, after receiving his prophethood, had done everything
according to Allah’s wish. Understanding and accepting the truth is not as casy as it
may appear. Guidance in life comes from Allah alone. He guides whom He wills and
does not guide whom He wishes.

Abn Bakr,upon hearing about al-Mi ‘raj, believed without hesitation all the Prophet
& had narrated. For this reason the Prophet & called him ay-Siddry (the testifier to
the truth).

First Covenant of al-‘Agabah
During his open, public preaching, Mubammad & met a group of people from
Madinah (then called Yathrib) ac the time of Hajj and he invited them to accept Islam.
They responded positively to his call and became Mushims. There were six of them.
They returned to Madinah as believers and invited others of their tribes to join the
new faith of Iskam.

Next year twelve people from Madimah came during Hajj and the Prophet &
entered into an agreement with them at a place called al- ‘4gabah in 621 CE. This
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agreement is known as the Covenant of al- ‘Agabali. n thns pledge, they agreed to obey
none but Allah, neither to steal nor cammit adultery, neither to kill their children
nor comontany evil and net to disobey Allah. They were told by Mulamimad & that
if they lived under this covenant, Allsh would be pleased with them and reward
them with Paradise in the life after death (Akhivah).

Second Covenant of al-‘Agabah

A second covenant with the Muslims of Madmaf was concluded in 622 CE in the
same place, al-‘Agabah. In all; seventy three men and twe women toak part in this
pledge. This covenant was an extension of the first. In it they invited the Prophet &
to Madmah. It was agreed that the Muslims of Madiiah would protect and help the
Prophet £ agamst all odds, as they would protect their own woemen and children.
All the dangers which would arise out of this covenant were explained by al- ‘Abbas,
the Prophet’s uncle, to the Madinan Muslims in clear terms. However the Madinan
Muslims still sard, “We take lum (the Prophet) despite.ail threats to property, wealth and life,
Tell us, O Prophet-of Allah, what will be our reward if we remain true fo this oathi?" -

The Prophet answered, “Paradise.”

They stretched out their hands ro him and he to them, and in this way made it a
duty of the Madinan Muslims to defend the Prophet 2 in the event of external
attacks from Makkah,

Hijrah (Emigration) to Madinah

The conclusion of the second covenant of al-'Agabali was another turning-point in the
history of the Islimic movement. The Muslims now had a place in which to take shelter,
They had an ally for support in time of war and danger ;

The unbelievers eventually came to know about the covenant after it was completed.
It had been done in secrecy so that the infidels could not have an opportunity to foil
it. When they found out, they reacted in anger and resorted to torturing some of the
people from Madinah.

The Prophet & now changed the strategy of his work. For thirteen years he had
tried his best to preach the message ot Allah to the people of Makkal but the Makkan
soil was not fertile for this. Madinah provided him with fresh, receptive ground in
which to sow the seed of Istim and he carefully planned to use this opportunity.

He commanded the Muslims of Makkah to start emigrating to, Madinali and
strengthen the bond with the Mushims there. The Muslims of Madinah are known as
the Ansar (Helpers) and those of Makkah as the Muhajiran (emigrants) in Islamic
history. Following the command of the Prophet &, the Makkan Muslims started
moving to Madrnah individually and in small groups. The unbelievers tried relentlessly
to stop this and became even more malicious and ferocious,

Think of the emigration! The Makkan Musluns left their homes for the sake of
Allzh and to seek His pleasure! At the moment of need, this was what was required
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of them. As Muslims, we too must be ready to do the same for the sake of our faich.
Lite on this carth will have meaning and purpose only when we can attain this
attitude, We will then be able to do our duty as ANIh's true slaves

The Hijrah of the Prophet £

After most of his companions had left for Madtnah, Muohammad & waited for
permission from Allah to emigrate himself. Abi Baks, his closest friend, wanted to
leave for Madnuah.

Prophet Mithammad & would answer to the request of Abm Baky, “Don’t be in a
Tsery; it may be that Allah will give you a companion.” AbA Bakr hoped that it would be
Muhammad & himself. When Allsh granted Muhammad & permission to migrate,
Abft Bakr accompanied the Prophet £ He was very lucky indeed.

The unbelievers now plotted to kill Muhaismad & . Permission for him to migrate
to Madmah had also come so Mithammnad & secretly left Makkah one night in 622
CE with Abft Bakr. A specially-formed group of unbelievers lay in wait around the
Prophet’s house to kill him as he came out. ‘Afr was left belind to sleep in the
Prophet’s bed and the Prophet £ quietly left, without the unbelievers noticing him.
Such was the plan of Allih. When Allah wants to do something he only says “Be!”
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and 4t is there” (36:82), In the morning, the unbelievers found ‘Afr in the Prophet’s
bed and were dumbfounded. They looked very foolish!

The Prophet £ and his companion Aba Bakr had left just before dawn and proceeded
to a cave called Thawr, to the south of Makkah. They stayed in the cave for three days and
Abit Bakr’s servant broughe them food in the evening, They left Tharr on the third day
and started out for Madimal. '

The unbelievers, fooled by the way the Prophet # had escaped despite their
vigilance, now orgamsed a thorough search on the road to Madinah and offered a
prize of 100 camels for the capture of Milammad &:. Suragah bin Malik almost
succeeded, but when his horse stumbled three tmes in his pursuit of Muhanmad £,
he gave up his simister ainy, taking che falls as bad omens. He later accepted Islam.

After a tiresome, exhausting and very difficult journey, the Prophet 4, accompamed
by Abft Bak, reached Quii’, a place near Madinah. They stayed there for two wecks
and the Prophet & founded a mosque in Quba® where ‘Al had joined them.

The Prophet £ entered Madiiah and allowed his camel to kneel where it liked. It
knelt first in a place which was owned by two orphans, and got up only to kneel
finally in front of Aba Ayyaih al-Ansar’s house which became the first residence of
the Prophet & in Madinah.

The People of Madinah, who had anxiously awaited the arrival of Mulammad &,
became very happy and excited when they found him among them. They gave him
a hero’s welcome.

The Hijral of the Prophet & started a new chapter in the history of the Islamic
movement. There are two contrasting aspects to this historic migration: the heart
breaking feeling of leaving the beloved birthplace; and the feeling of security together
with the hope thar Islim would spread more freely than before.

The Isiamic calender starts from the day of the Hijral of Prophet Mulammad &:
from Makkah to Madinah. Tt occurred in 622 CE in the 13th year of the prophethood
of Muhammad & .

The Hijrah was the beginning of a new role for the Prophet & as a statesman and
a ruler. With this ended his fifty three years of life in Makkah, of which he had spent
thirteen eventful years as the Prophet of Allah,

The Prophet £ at Madinah

Muhammad’s £ arrival in Madinah was 2 memorable and important event for the
people of the city. They felt elated and jubilant because they had Allahs messenger
among them.

Madnsaly, situated to the north of Makkal: (447km by road, 360km by air), was known
at that time as Yathribh From the time of the Prophets arrival, it cane to be known as
Madmatun Nabiyy — the Prophet’s city. Later it became known simply as Madinal.

The Makkan migrants added a new dimension to the life of Madmah. The city now

99



Al-Masjidun Nabawt (The Prophet’s Mosque) i Madinah

had three commumities: the Angar (the Helpers) of the tribes of Aws and Khazraj, the Jews
from the tribes of Qainuga’, Nadrrand Qumizah and the Mulajisan (migrants from Makkalr).
The Muhajirin had to be accommodated by the local community of the Angar.

Some of the companions of the Prophet & had reached Madmah before
Muhammad £ himself and were living with the Ansar as their guests, With the
arrival of the Prophet #, the situation became more settled. The Muhdjiran arrived
with almost no material wealth.

The Prophet’s first task was to form a solid bond of faith and brotherhood between
the Angar and the Muhajiran.

He called a meeting of both communities and asked each of the Angar to take one
of the Muhajiran as his brother-in-faith. He also suggested they should share their
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property and other belongings with their nugrant brothers. The Angar did as they
were asked by the Prophet £ This was a rare event unmatched in human history;
such was the powerful influence of Islam on the Angar. The worldly belongings and
wealth were less important to them than the reward in Akhirah.

The Ansar practically shared their property with the Muhajirin equally, on the basis of
a shared faith. It sounds too good to be true, but it is the fact of Ishamic history.

Muhammad & became the leader of the aty. With the cementing of the bond of
brotherhood, he had virtually mavgurated the Islamic soctety. Madiiah was now the
capital of the kslimic community, the first lslinmic state.

The [slamic State of Madinah knew no distinction between the ruler and his
subjects. Every citizen enjoyed equal rights. Islim does not tecognise any preference
of one over another except on the basis of piety (ragua). “The noblest among you to
Allal is the one who is the most pious,” says the Qur'an (49:13). In the Iskimue scate of
Madmal there was no discrimination on the basis of colour, class or descent.

The Madinan Treaty between the Muslims and the Jews

After laying the foundations of the Islinuc state, Allah’s messenger took steps to
secure its nternal peace. A treaty was drawn up between the Muslims (the Muhajiran
and the Ansar) and the Jews of Madinah (then still known as Yathrib) on the structions
of Prophet Mubammad #. It joined the various commumnities living in Madinah as a
single community, offering mutual support and protection, based on justice and
kindness. The Prophet & ensured this umque treaty was written down. An Englhish
translation of the treaty 1s given here:

In the name of Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind.

This is a document from Muhammad, the Propher & for the believers and the Muslims
from the Quraish and Yathei, and whoever follows them, joins them aud fights alongside them;
they are a single community (Ummah), apart from afl other people. The Muhafinn of the
Quraish are in charge of their own affairs, paying collectively among themselves the blood money
(compensation paid to the relatives of a murdered person) they incur. They pay for the release of
those taken prisoner from among them, with the familiar kindness and justice of the believers.

The Ban@t “Awf according to their present custom shall pay the blood money as they have
been paying before i.e. before Islam). Every clan shall pay for the release of its prisotiers with
the familiar kindness and justice of the believers.

The treaty goes on here to repeat these last words with each of the Angar clans and
every house including: Banf Sa‘idah, Bana al-Huvith, Bang Jusham, Bana an-Najjay,
Bang ‘Amru bin ‘Awf, Banf an-Nabit and Bani al-Aws. It then continues:

The believers shall not leave any onte of them destitute without reasonably helping hini in
the payment of blood money or ransom. No believer shall take as an ally the freeduian of
another believer without the permission of his previons master,
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All pious belicvers (those with taqua) stand together against anyone amaongs! themselves
whe transgresses or is guilty of oppression or indulges in an act of sin or aggression or
corruption, They shall stand together against him even though e may be the son of any
orte of thert.,

No believer shall kill another believer in retaliation for the kilfing of an unbeliever, nor shall
he support an unbeliever against a believer. Just as Allali’s Protection is One, so all believers
shall stand behind the commitment of protection given by even the weakest of them. Believers
are onie another’s friends to the exclusion of ositsiders. Any Jew who foins us shall have auy
support and equal rights with vs, suffering vo oppression and fearing no alliance against him.
The peace of the believers is one: no heliever shall miake a peace agreement to the exchision of
another believer in fighting for Allah's cause unless this agreement applies to all of them equally
and fairly, In every military expedition, cach group shall follow another The believers niust
retaliate if the blood of any one of the is shed in the way of Allah. The pious believers follow
the best and straightest guidance.

No mushrik (one who make partners with Allah) shall extend protection to any property or
any pesson belonging to the Quraish, nor shall he stand between them and any believer
Whoever is convicted of killing a believer deliberately and without good veason shall be subject
to retaliation, vnless the victin’s next of kin forgoes his right. All the believers shail unite
against the killer but it shall not be lawful for them to do anything other than bring lin to
Justice,

No heliever who accepts this agreement and believes in Alfah and Last Day shafl protect or
give shelter to any criminal. Anyone who gives such support or shetter to a criminal incurs
Allah’s curse and His anger on the Day of Judgement. No compensation shafl be accepted from
him. On whatever you may differ, the matter must be referred for judgement to Allah and 1o
Mubanwad & . :

The Jews shall share expenses with the believers as long as they are fighting afongside them.
The Jews of Bant ‘Awf are one Ummah with the believers. The Jews have their own religion
and the Muslims have their own religion; both eunjoy the security of their allies, except the
unjust and criminal among them who hurt but themsclves and their families. The Jews of the
clans of Banfi an-Najjar, Banfi al-Havith, Bana Sa‘idal, Baun Jusham, Ban@ al-Aws and
Banit Thalabah enjoy the same rights as the Jews of Bann ‘Awf Jafnah is a brauch of Banf
Tha'labah, who enjoy the same rights. Banfi ash-Shugaibali have the same rights as the Jews
of Ban ‘Awf. Fulfilment of these conditions should be a barrier which prevents their violation.
Whatever applies to the clans of Bannt Tha ‘labah also applies to their allies. The families and
honseholds of the Jews are in the same position as themselves. None of them shall go to war
without the permission of Muhanmad & . Nothing shall be allowed to prevent retaliation for
an infury. Whoever murders anyone actually musders himsclf and brings his household to ruin,
witl the exception of one who is a vicim of injustice. Allah is Guarantor for those whe observe
their undertaking.

The Jews shall bear their own expenses and the Muslims shall bear their own expenses.
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Fach shall assist the other against anyone whe fights any party to this agreement. Their
relationship shall be one of mutual advice and consultation. Fulfilment of the terms of this
agreement should prevent its violation. No one is responsibie for a sinful action of his aify. The
wronged must be helped. The Jews arve required to share the expenses with the believers as long
as the war continves. The city of Yatheih shall be a sanctuary to the parties of this agreement.
Their neighbours shall be treated as themselves as long as they do wo harm or commit a sin, No
woman shall be offered protection without the consent of lier family. Auything that takes place
between the parties 1o this agreement, or any dispute that may develop between shem, shall be
referred for judgement to Allah and o Muhammad the Messenger of Allah & . Allali is the
Guarantor of piety and goodness that is contained in this agreement. The Quraish and their
helpers shall not be given protection. The parites o this agreement shall suppert each other
apainst anyorie who attacks Yathrib. If they are called upon 1o cease hostilities and to enter into
any peace agreement, then they will do so. If they are invited to something fike that, then the
belicvers are vequired to support it, except with those who fight to supptess e religion. Everyone
shall have his shaye from the side to which he belongs. The Jews of Banai al-Aws, their ouwn
people and their aflies, have the same rights and obligations as the parties (o fivis agreement,
and this shall be sincerely honoured by the parties to this agreement. Fulfihment of the terms
and conditions of this agreement shall prevent their violation. There is no responsibility except
for one’s own deeds. Allah is the Guarantor of the truth and the goodwill of this agreement.
This agreement does not give protection from punishment to the unust and the criminal, He
who goes to fight as well as who stays at home shall be safe unless he is guilty of injustice or
sin. Allah is the Protector of those who fulfil their pledges and the pious, and so is Mubammad
the Messenger of Allah &8
This treaty, which Prophet Muhanmad & concluded in the seventh century CE,
shows the importance Islim places on freedom of faith and expression, and the
sanctity of human life and property. 1t also demonstrates the upholding of justice,
equality and fairness. This unique document also forbade exploitation, injustice, crime
and violation of treaty terms. This agreement, drawn up fourteen centuries ago,
undoubtedly demonstrates the extraordinary statesmanship and the wisdom of the
last and final mnessenger of Allah &

The building of the mosque in Madinah

The Prophet & now decided to build a mosque in Madinah. Soon, work began at
a place which was purchased from the orphan brothers who owned 1t, Swfiail and
Sahl, the sons of Rafi* bin Abt ‘Amr al-Balawt. This was the place where the Prophet’s
camel had first knelt before it finally knelt in front of the house of Aba Ayynb al-
Angsarr. The Prophet’s residence was built next to the mosque.

* The translaton is based on the Arabic version of Av-Sirtin Nabawiyyal - 1bn Hishanm Vol I pp 106 - 108,
Darul Jil. Beirut 1975.



Muhammad £ himself took part in the construction as an ordinary labourer. In
fact 1t was difficult to identify him from other workers on the site. Muhammad &
never hesitated to do any ordinary work. He used to mend his own clothes, repair
his own shoes, do the shopping and milk the goats. In this respect he left for us a
shining example to emulate.

Adhan (Call to Prayer)

You have already learnt that Salah five times a day was laid down for Mushims at the
time of the Mi‘vaj (the Ascent). In Madinah, Muslims were now a cohesive and united
community and the Prophet £ felt it necessary to call the believers to offer Salah in
congtegation. Usually during this time, the Muslims would collect themselves together
for Salah when the time came. Many suggestions were put forward about how to
announce the Salah time. When ‘Abdullah bin Zaid bin Tha'labah told Prophet
Muhammad & of a dream which he had seen, the Prophet & confirmed that the
dream was a true vision willed by Allah. The Prophet & then asked Bifal, the Abyssinian
Muslim who had a sonorous voice, to use those words which ‘Abdullah heard in his
dream to call the Mushms to Salah. The words were:
Allal is the Greatest! (fonr times)
I bear witness that there is no god except Allah (tiwice)
I bear witness that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah (twice)
Rush to prayer! (twice)
Rush to success! (tivice)
Allal is the Greatest! (nwice)
There is no god excepr Alfali.

When ‘Umar bin al-Khattab heard the words used by Bilal, he rushed to Prophet
Muhammad & and told him that he too had seen the same dream.

This is the Adhan (the call to prayer) and Bilal bin Rabal thus became the first
Mu'adhdhin of Isiam. The introduction of Adhan, with its beautiful and magnetic
appeal, made possible the pronouncement of the Greatness of Allah five times a day
in Madinah. This system of Adhan is still in use in all Muslim countries. The rhyme
and rhythm of the words used are wonderful and inspiring. The Arabic words for the
Adhan are given on pages 44-45.

More Islamic Duties Laid Down

Madnah, the first Islimic state, began to thrive under the unique and dynamic
leadership of Muhammad & The Islamic society of Madmah needed more guidance
and training from the messenger of Aliah for its development, welfare and prosperity.
This society, which was passing through its infant stage, made a tremendous and
lasting contribution to the history of mankind.

The programme of training introduced during the second and third years of the Hijral

104



included Sawm (fasting in the month of Ramadan), Zakah (welfare contribution) and the
prohibition of drinking wine and transactions involving interest (Riba). Also during this
period, laws regarding orphans, inheritance, marriage and the rights of married women
were revealed.

In the second year of the Hijrah (during the month of Sha ‘han) the direction of
prayer (Qibluli) was changed by revelation from Baitul Magdis in Jerusalem to al-
Ka‘hah in Makkah (2:144).

Hard Task

The Islanuc society was growing and the task of making it strong, solid and dynamic
also continued. During this time Mulmmad & was virally fighting on four fronts:
i) to maintain cohesion and disaipline among the rank and file of the Islamic society;

i) to guard against the intrigues and conspiracies of the Hypocrites (Munafiqan);

iit) to remain alert to the dangers from the Quraish of Makkah, and

iv) to remain vigilant about the sinister motives of the Jews of Madinah.

History shows how wonderfully Allah’s messenger faced all these dangers and led
the Islimic state towards more and more success and to the eventual victory over all
other systems of his ime.

The duty of the final messenger of Allah was to make Allah’s Din (Allah's system)
victorious and supreme over all other man-made systems and laws (9:33, 48:28, 61:9).

The Battle of Badr (624 CE)

Muhamniad &2 was a brillantly wise and an exceptionally practical man. Alnughty
Allah made him so. He took steps to counter the dangers from both inside and
outside the city of Madinah. He left no stone unturned to make the small community
of Muslims a solidly united force, to combat any threat to its existence.

He had very little human and material resources. The economy of Madimah was under
strain from absorbing the nmgrants from Makkah, but the messenger of Allih was full of
hope and confidence. He was sure that Allzh’s help would be coming at the right moment.
What the Muslims needed more was the strength of faith, rather than the material
resources, The strength of faith (Iman) supported by actions (A‘mal) was far more important.

The unbelievers of Makkali were raging with anger at the comparative safety of
the Muslims in Madinah. All their previous attempts to finish off Mafiammad & had
failed. Their trade route to ash-Sham was now within easy reach of the Muslims. They
became restless and were simmering with anger within themselves, unable to find a way
to tackle Muhammad €. They were desperately looking for some excuse to attack the
new Islamic society and get rid of 1t once and for all,

Such was the situation when news came of an unusual caravan of about a thousand
camels laden with goods and arms travelling to Makkah from ash-Sham. The leader
of the caravan was Aba Sufyan — a chief of the Quraish of Makkah. Abn Sufyan feared
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there might be an attack from the Muslims and lost no time in sending exactly such
amessage to Makkah. Soon an army ot a thousand was ready to march on to Madmal
to attack the Muslims.

News of the Makkan army reached the Prophet # and he decided to confront
them outside Madinah with the help of Allah. The aggression of the unbelievers must
not go unchallenged. A small army of three hundred and thirteen people, including
young teenagers, ill-equipped with arms and ammunition, started trom Madriah
under the Prophet’s command and camped at a place called Badr, 128 km south- west
of Madmah. The Muslim army had only a few horses and a small quantity of armour
but they had courage, valour and determination and above afl, an unwavering faith
in Allah’s help. They kncew they were on the right side.

Meanwhile, Abfi Sufyan’s caravan changed its route and was out of any danger.
However the Makkan army would not leave until they had finished off the Muslims.
An encounter between the two armies took place on the 17th dav of Raniadan
2.AH.

The Muslims responded to the Makkan attack with unmatched bravery and
determination. They repelled the Makkan army and the unbelievers were decisively
defeated. They left seventy dead and another seventy were taken as prisoners of war
by the Muslims,

The Battle of Badr proved beyond doubt that veal strength lies in faith in Allah and not in
arms and ammunition. The battle decided the future course of history for the Muislims.

On that day, in spite of their meagre resources, the soldiers of the truth were
triumphant and the military might of falsechood was humihated, defeated and tarnished.
“Truth prevails, falsehood vanishes,” declares the Que'an (17:81). Indeed, the victory at
Badr was posshile only with Almighty Allah’s help and mercy (8:17). Of course, the
Muslims, under the leadership of Prophet Midhanimad £, tought valiandy with total
rehiance on Allah. ]

In the battle of Badr, each Mushim soldier had to face three infidels, because the
size of the Makkan army was three times that of the Muslim army. Seill the Muslims
won, Defeat for the Muslims in this battle would have proved fatal. The Makkans left
this battle with a grudge, defeated and humiliated. Another encounter could not be
far off.

The Battle of Uhud (625 CE)

The Makkans could not forget the shattering blow inflicted on them by the Muslims
at Badr. They were very thirsty for revenge. The year that followed was their year of
preparation.

The Muslims were consolidating the gains they had made at Badr and strengthening
their community ties. The Prophet & sent messengers and delegations to various
parts of Arabia during this time.
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In the battle, the enemy violated all norms of civilised behaviour. They mutilated
the dead bodies of Muslims and Hind, the wife of Ab Sufyan, was so terrible that she
took out the fiver of Hanzah and chewed it raw.

By the end of the day the regrouped Muslim army was ready for a counter auvack,
but the Makkan army had already left, sausfied that they had taken revenge for Badr.

On his return to Madinal, the Prophet & sent out a contingent of Mushms to
pursue the Makkans, to ensure that they did not come back. When Abfi Sufyan heard
of 1t, he quickened his pace to Makkal.

The overall result was almost a draw — neicher side could claim victory. But the
battle had some very costly lessons for the Muslims. The disobedience and indiscipline
of the archers at the mountain pass, spurred on by their love for the spoils of war
(booty), caused the Muslims to suffer badly in a battle which they had almost won,
How costly the love of worldly things was! Love for this world should not distract us
from our true goal of salvation and reward in the Akinrah.

Discipline and obedience to the commander are very important in a bactlefield.
Had the fifty archers under ‘Abdullal bin Jubair not disobeyed him, the outcome of
the battle of Lifind would have been different.

The Battle of Ahzab or Khandaq (627 CE)

Mufnmnad &t had a very busy life. Hardly a day passed without some incident taking
place somewhere in the new state. Skirmishes, plots, conspiracies and violations of treaties
were rife, So was the molesting and mockery of the Mushims and the Prophet . All this
happened by the collusion of the Jews and Makkan infidels. They joined together against
the Muslims,

The Jewish tribe of Ban@ Nudir violated treaty obligations and plotted to kill the
Prophet & so action had to be taken against them. They were given the option:
either fight or be deported. At first they refused to leave Madimal but later they were
expelled for their treachery. They moved to Khaibar and turned the place into an
enemy den against the Muslims. They incited the Makkans to make a new oftensive
against the Muslims and try decisively to finish them off,

Badr had been a fatal blow to the dreams of the Makkans; at Ulud, their mission
remained unfulfilled. But it gave them encouragement to launch another attack, because
the impression they had of the Muslims at Badr had changed at Uld. Incitement by
Bant Nadir added fuel to their evil objectives.

Emissaries were sent on secret trips between the Makkans and the Nadirites. Finally
an agreement was reached about che new assault on Madmal., Forces were gathered
to make the assault, drawing on people from Makkah, Ghafafan, Tif, Fazara and
other towns.

News of these sinister moves reached the Prophet &, and he consulted his
companions about the preparations to counter the latest enciny offensive, The decision
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Al-Abbas, one of the uncles of the Prophet &, sull lived in Makkah though he
accepted Islim. His feelings for his nephew and the Mushms wete very strong, He
was watching all the preparations the unbehievers were making and sent an envoy o
Muhammad & in Madinah with the details of the Makkans’ preparations for war,

The Prophet £ received news that an army three thousand strong, incloding two
hundred horsemen, was marching towards Madhiah. Midiammad 8 called for the
clders and consulted them on the matter. The elders of Madinah, among them Angar
and Muhajirin, favoured defence from mside Madiah but the vounger men, vibrant
with their youshtul energy and vigour, wanted combat outside Madinah, They saw it
as an opportunity to be a Shafid (martyr) for Allah’s Din. Those elder companions of
the Prophet & who could not participate in Badr also tavoured combat outside.
Abduflah bin Ubayy bin Safal, leader of the Khazraj tribe, did not want combat outside
the city.

Atter Jumu'ah prayer one Friday, the Prophet £ started out for Mount Uhiid with
an army of one thousand. When the Mushim army reached ash-Shany, between Madinah
and Ulmd, ‘Abdullal bin Ubayy withdrew with a third of the men. So the Prophet £
had to fight with just seven hundred men. ‘Abdullair bin Ubayy thus became the
leader of the Munafignn (hypocrites). The Quraish of Makkali had already camped
there. The Prophet & reached Uhud and after the dawn prayer put the Muslim army
mto position. He took particular care to place fifty archers under the command of
‘Abdultal bin_Jubair to protect a strategic mountain pass and ordered them not to
leave their position under any circumstances.

The two armies faced each other in the morning. Fierce tighting broke out and
soon the Mustim army got the upper hand and the Makkan army was forced to
retrear. The Mushms caprured the supplies and baggage of the Makkans.

Before the battle was really over, most of the archers stationed in the mountain
pass left their post and joined n the collection of booty, despite the repeated pleas of
‘Abduliah bin Jubair. This indiscipline provided Khalid bin al-Waltd one of the Makkan
commanders, with a rare opportunity to make a counter attack from the rear, “Abdnilah
bin Jubair and six other archers who had not left their position put up a desperate
fight until, finally, all of them were martyred.

Khalid’s men took the Muslim army by surprise and soon the Muslims’ celebration
ended in grief. They found themselves surrounded and in che fighting that followed,
Hamzah, the Prophet’s uncle and a great warrior, was martyred by Walishi. Many
other Muslims became Shalid and the Prophet & himself was injured.

A rumour that Mulrammad & was dead caused confusion amongse the Muslinss,
draining their morale and leading sore of them to flee. The Prophet & was taken
by some of his followers to a position on the hill, and he called to the Muslims at the
top of his voice and ordered them to regroup. Before long the scattered and battered
Muslims regrouped, seeing that the Prophet & was alive.
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The terms of the agreement were apparently against the Muslims, but they
eventually turned out to be favourable for them. Later events proved beyond doubt
that the agreement gave rare opportunities to Mushins to gain decisive victory.

The Mushms were disheartened but they were soon given the news of victory by
Allah. It was revealed: “Swrely we have granted you a dlear victory.” (48:1)

We might wonder in what way was this one-sided treaty a victory? The treaty
eased the long years of tension and made possible communication between the two
parties. The Makkans could now come to Madmali and stay with the Muslims: this
provided an opportunity for the Muslims to intluence the stone-heartedness of the
Makkans. In fact, during the years that followed the Hudaibiyal: treaty, the number of
new Muslims increased dramatically. Khatid bin al-Walrd, { <2330 W ) who later
became the most famous general in Islamic history, and “Anir bin al- Ay, (oW y 40s)
the congueror of Egypt, became Muslims durimg this time,

The treaty proved beyond doubt that the Prophet & and the Muslims stood for
peace. It also paved the way for the escape of the detained Mushims in Makkal, as the
extradition clause was later dropped on the initiative of the Makkans.

The Hudashiyah agreement also opened the way to the conquest of Makkali in 630
CL — the eighth year of Hijrah.

During the years that followed the Hudaibiyah treaty, the Prophet # sent emissaries
to the Roman Emperor, the Persian Emperor, the rier of Egypt, the King of Abyssinia, the
chicfs of ash-Sham and other leaders, inviting them to accept Islim.

Letter to Heraclius — the Emperor of Byzantine

The Prophet & asked his compantons: “Whe is prepared to carry any letter to the miler of
Byzantine and be vewarded with Jannal (Paradise)?” A man asked:“Even if he rejects 162"
The Prophet & replied that the reward would still be his even if Flericling rejected
the message. Diliyah bin Khaltfaf, a pleasant and handsome man of the Kalb tribe,
accepted the Prophet’s & offer, and set forth to carry the Prophet’s & message to
Heraclius, the Byzantine emperor (Eastern Roman Empire).

Heraclius had just conquered the territory lost to the Persians, who had taken away
the Holy Cross (crucifix) from Jerusalem. He vowed to restore the crucifix and place
it in the Church of Jerusalemn. He was given a heros welcome when he came to
Jerusalem to replace the crucifix . A grand celebration was organised for the occasion.
It was at this time that Diliyah arrived there to deliver the Prophet’s & message,
which read as follows:

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind.

From Mubammad, the servant of Allah and His Messenger, to Heraclius, the ruler of the
Byzantines. Peace be on those who follow right guidance. I call on you to belicve in Islam. Accept
Islam and you will be safe and Allah will give you a double reward. If you refuse, you shall
bear the responsibility for the Arians (the followers of Arius, who denied the Trinity and
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believed in the oneness of God). And (I recite to you Allah’s statement). O People of the Book
(Jews and Christians)! Come to a word that is just between us and you, that we worshiop none buf
Allah and that we associate no partrers with Him, and that none of us shall rake others as fords
beside Allah. Then, if they turn away, say, “Bear witness that we ave Muslims.” (Strali 3, verse 64)
Heraclius treated the Prophet’s £ representative {envoy) with dignity but he wanted
to find out for himself about the Prophet’s & claim. So he ordered his aides to find
any person from Arabia that he could ask questions about the Prophet &. Ahn Sufyan
hin Harb, the Quraish leader who considered the Prophet £ his enemy, happened to
be in Gaza with some of his compantons on a business trip. They were taken to
Heraclins who asked them through a translator:“Who among you is the closest relative
of Muliammad who claims to be a Prophet?” Abn Sufyan sad that he was the closest
relative. Heraclius asked Abnt Sufyan to come forward and answer his questions. He
also asked Abiz Sufyan’s companions to point out if Aba Sufyan would tell any he.
Heraclius then asked Aba Sufyan a series of questions:

Heraclius: What is his family status amongst you?

Aba Sufyan:  He belongs to a good (noble) fanitly amongst us.
Heracluis: Was any of his forefathers a king?

Abft Sufyan:  No.

Heraclius: Has anyone among you made a similar daim before him?
Abn Sufyan:  No.

Heraclius: Do the rich or the poor follow lm?

Aba Sufyan: It is the poor who follow him.

Heraclins: Are his followers increasing or decreasing?

Aba Sufyan:  They are increasing.

Heraclius: Does any of them become displeased or turm away from his religion after

having embraced ir?
Aba Sufyan:  No.

Heraclivs: Have you cver known hini to lie before he started to make lis claim?
Abn Sufyan:  No.
Heraclius: Does he cver betray or break his promises?

Abn Sufyan:  No. We, however, have a peace agreement witl liim for the time being,
and we do not know what he will do during this period.

Heraclius: Have you ever had a war with him?

Abn Sufyan:  Yes.

Heraclins: What was the outcome of your battles?

Abn Sufyan:  Sometimes he was victorions and sometimes we.
Heraclins: What does he order you to do?

Aba Sufyan:  He tells us to worship Allah alone, and not to worship anything along
with Him. He tells us not to follow our forcfathers. He commands us to
pray and to be truthful and chaste and kind to onr relations.
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Heraclius: I asked you about his fawily and your reply was that he beloviged to a
very noble family. In faci all the Messenigers conmie from sioble fanmilies
antongst their respective peoples. Then 1 asked you whether anyone of his
ancestors was a king, Your veply was in the vegative, and if it had been it
the affirmative, Lwould have theught thar this man wanted fo iake back
his ancestral kingdom. I quesitonied you whether anybody else amongst
you claimed such a thing, your reply was in the negative, If the answer
had been in the affirmiative, T would have thought that this wan was
following the previons man’s statement. 1 then asked you whether the
rich people followed him or the poor.You seplied that it was the poor who
Sollowed hitn. And in foct all the Messengers have been followed by this
very class of people. Then Lasked you whether his followers were increasing
or decreasing, You replied thai they were fricreasing, and . fact tins is the
way of true faith, till it is complete in all vespects. 1 further asked you
~whether there was anybody who, after embracing lus religion, became
displeased and discarded Iuis religion. Your veply 1was in the negative, and
in fact this is (the sign of) trie faith, when its delight eniers the hearfs and

~mixes with them completely. I further asked whether fe was ever accused
of telling lies before he satd what he said, and your reply was-in the
negative. So I wondered howr a person who does net tell a lic about others
could ever tell a lie about Allah. I asked you whether hie had ever berrayed.
You replied in the negative and likewise the Messengers vever betray.
Then I asked you what ire ordered you to do.You replied that lie ordeved
you to worship Allah alosie and tiot to worship any thing aloung with
Hiwt and forbade you to worship idols and ordered you io pray, to speak
the truth and to be chaste. If what you have said is toue, he will very soon
occupy this place underncatl my feet and 1 kenew it ffrom the Seriptures)
that he was going to appear bt T did not know that he would be from
you, and if I could reach him definitely, 1 would go immediately 1o meet
him and if Lwere with hiw, Twould certainly wash his feet.
Heraclius thus was close to accepting Islam, buc he did not do so for fear of the loss
of his Throne. He therefore sent back a diplomatic reply, pretending that he personally
accepted [slam but was not in a position to announce this publicly. He sent gifts to

the Prophet & through Diliyal and the Prophet & gave them away to the poor
Mushms i1 Madinah.

Letter to the Negus (an-Najashi) the ruler of Abyssinia

The Prophet & sent ‘Amr bin Ummaiyah ad-Daniri to the Negus (an-Najashi) about
Ja‘far bin Abr 'Ialib and his companions and sent a letter with him. This letter was sent
before the conquest of Makkah. The translation of the letter is given here:



In the name of Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind.

From Mulammad, Allah’s messenger, to the Negus, the King of Abyssinia. Peace be with
vou. [ praise Allah, the One, the King, the Praised one, the Peace and the One Whe watches
over everything. I bear witness that Jesus, son of Mary, was Allah’s spivit and His word given
to Mary, the Virgin, the chaste. She thus conceived Jesus, whom Aliak created of His oum spiri,
as He created Adam with His own hand. I call uponi you to believe in Allah alone, and not to
make partners with Him, and to His obedience, and to followr me and to belicve in that which
has been revealed to me. I am Allah’s messenger and 1 call upon you and upon your subjects
and soldiers to helieve in Allah, the Almighty. Uhave thus conveyed my message and given good
counsel, It is better for pou ta accept my good counsel. Peace be wpon all those wiro follow true
guidance,”

‘Amr bin Ummaiyah ad-Damit also spoke to the Negus, saying;:

“You are kind to us as one of us, and we trust you as if we belong to your people. You lave
met all our good expectations and 1we feared nothing from you whatsoever. However, we find in
your own words what supports our case. The Bible 1s our ultimate witness and fair arbiter
(indge). There can be no clearer cvidence or stronger argument. If you do not subniit to fts word,

then your attitude towards the Prophet & is like the attitude of the Jews towards Jesus, son of

Mary. The Prophet & has sent envoys to all people, but he has far reater hopes i you than
in them. He has trusted you with what he has not been able to trust them with, for your history
of good deeds. Besides, a fine reward awaits you.”

The Negus sent a reply to the Prophet’s £ letter:

I the name of Allah, the most Merciful, the most Kind,

From the Negus, al-Asham bin Abjar, to Muhammad. Allah's Messenger. Peace of Allal be
upon you, O Prophet of Allah, and mercy and blessings from Allah, beside Wihom there is no
God, Who has guided me to Islam. T have received your letier in which you mention about
Jesus. By the Lord of Heavens and the Earth, Jesus, son of Mary is nothing more than what
you have stated. We know that swith which you weve sent to us and 1 have extended Lospirality
to your cousin and his companions. I declare that you are Allah’s Messenger who tells the truth,
I pledge my allegiance to you and to your cousin aid 1 have survendered myself thyongh him to
the Lord of all the Universe.”

Thus, the Negus became a Muslim, and his was the most favourable response
received by the Prophet &;.

The rulers of Persia, Egypt and the chiefs of ash-Sham either ridiculed the
Prophet’s & envoys or delayed the acceptance of his message on this or that pretext.
By sending envoys to almost all known areas of his time, the Prophet & performed
his duty of conveying the message of Islam to all the human race of every creed and
colour. Thus he accomplished his responsibility of being “a mercy to all mankind.”
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was made to face the enemy from within the city and Salman al-Farist, a Persian
Muslim, advised digging trenches around the city to hold the enemy hordes outside
the boundary of the city of Madinah. This novel idea was put mnto effect.

Deep, wide trenches were dug around Madinah and it took twenty days to complete
the digging. Muhammad & himself took part in the digging. After the trenches had
been completed, the Prophet & placed the Mushms in position to defend the city
from inside.

An allied force ten thousand strong marched against Madinah in the fifth year of
the Hijrah. The number was so large, it appeared as if the enemy forces were advancing
from all directions — the north, the south, above and below: They alighted on the
outskirts of the city beating drums and chanting their war songs. When they found
themselves separated from the Mushms by the very deep and wide trenches they
were surprised.

The enemy could not understand this new war techmque. They were greatly
astounded. They had no other alternative but to wait but how long could they do
this?

A boring wait of about tour weeks made them very weary, tired and restless.
Nothing happened during this long seige except a few exchanges of arrows. Some
desperate attempts to cross the trench were made, but the vigilant and valiant Muslims
repelled them.

The stocks of the enemy’s food and other supplies were depleting and they felt
worried, anxious and undecided about what to do.

A treacherous plot was now hatched to instigate a surprise attack on the Muslims at
might by the Jews of the Banfi Quraizah who were still in Madmal at the time. The
Prophet £ heard of the plot and took measures to foil it. He sent a message to the Jews
in Madinah asking them to think over the consequences of their treachery should the
alhied enemy forces be defeated! After the battle of Alzab, the Jews of Bani Quraizah
were beseiged for about two to three weeks following which all male adults were killed
on a judgement by Sa‘d, chief of the Aws tribe, an ally of the Quraizah.

Allah, the Almighty, is always with the lovers of Truth. His help is crucial for success.
The Muslims beseiged in Madinal badly needed such help. Indeed, they did get that help
at the time chosen by Almighey Allah.

The weather changed suddenly. Strong winds, thunder and heavy rain storms
made the enemy flee in disarray. Soldiers were trampled under the feet of the horses
and camels in the rush. The hordes eventually fled in a wild frenzy. What a scene it
must have been! And what a timely intervention by Alizh! He 1s the Most Powerful
and the Most Wise. He does what He chooses (85:16).

The enemies were greatly dispirited, while the Muslims were equally rehieved and
elated. The Muslims expressed their gratitude to Allah, the Merciful, for His timely
help and mercy.
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Hudaibiyah Agreement (628 CE)

In the sixth year of the Hijrah (%22 ), the Prophet £ announced his intention to pay
a visit to al-Ka'bah in Makkah for a shore pilgrimage (Untrah a._»_ﬁ,) He set out with
1400 of his followers who were under strice orders not to carry any weapons, except
their traveller’s swords.

The Quraish of Makkal knew full well that the only purpose of the Prophet’s visit
was for pilgrimage, but how could they let the Muslims enter Makkalt when they
had not been able to enter Madmaf? The Muslims, they decided. must be stopped.

Plans were put in hand. The top generals - Khalid and ‘tkrinah ﬁ: s s — were
alerted to be ready with their armies to stop the Prophet £ and his followers from
entering Makkah.

The Muslims continued their journey to Makkal until thev had reached a place
called Hudaibiyah ob! . Steps were taken to find out what sort of mood the Quraish
were in; it was clear they were in no mood to let the Muslinis into Makkah, they
were 1 the mood for a bactle,

The Quraish on their pare gathered information about the strength and armoury
of the Muslims and realised they had come for no other purpose than the pilgrimage
to al-Ka‘hah. Envoys were sent from each side. The Prophet # made his intentions
crystal ‘clear to the Quraish through his envoy but the Quraish misbehaved with the
Muslim envoy and threatened the Muslims. The patience of the Muslims was put to
a severe test. They could teach the Quraish a good lesson even with their traveller's
swords, but Allah's Prophet & ordered them to show extreme restraint.

The Quraish were determined nat to allow the Mushms into Makkah for the
pilgrimage that year. They made it an tssue of prestige and pride. It was humiliating
tor the Muslims, but what could they do? Allih's messenger was their leader and all
his steps were puided by Allah, so they had to be followed.

Eventually, atter mtense negotiations, an agreement between the Queaish and the
Prophet £ was signed. This agreement is the Hudaibiyak agreement.

The terms of the agreement were:

a.  The Muslims would not visit Makkah that year, but would come a year later and remain
there for three days only.

b There wonld be one-sided extradition — the Makkans taking refuge with the Propher &&
would he handed over on demand to the Quraish, but Muslims taking vefuge in Makkah
would nat bie handed over to the Prophet .

. There would be peace for ten years and during this period Muslims could go to Makkah
and To'if and the Quraish could go to ash-Sham through the Muslim areas.

d. Each party would remain neutrat in the event of a war between the other and a thivd party.

e. Any tribe wishing to <tgn an agreement with either the Muslims or the Quraish would be
able to do so.
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The Conquest of Makkah (630 CE)

In the seventh year of the Hijral, an expedition was made against the Jews of Bann
Nadir who had been expelled to Khaibar. Kliaibar became the centre of anti-Islimic
activities and the Prophet & decided to take action against the trouble-makers
there. After a long seige and protracted battles in a number of different places, the
fortress of the Jews was conquered.

The strength of the Muslims was ever on the increase and new followers were
joimng. The Hudaibiyali treaty gave freedom to the tribes to make agreements with
either the Quraish or the Musluns, The tribe of Bantt Khuza ‘ah sided with the Muslims,
while Banii Bukr went on the side of the Quraish.

Two years after the agreement, Bannt Bakr attacked Banfi Ktz ‘ol while they were
asleep. Bannt Khyza'ah took refuge in al-Kahali, but were butchered in the sacred area of
al-Ka'bah. The news of this violation of the treaty reached the Prophet &, and he sent an
ultmatum to the Quaish asking them to accept any of the following options:

1. to pay compensation for the victims of the Ban@t Khuza‘al;
2. to withdraw their support for Bani Baky;
3. to declare that the Hudaibiyal agreement no longer holds valid

The Quratsh did not agree to the first two options and declared the Hudaibiyah
treaty to be null and void. The Prophet & then had no alternative but to take action
against the Quraish. He set torth for Makkah with an army of ten thousand and took
care to see that the news of his advance remained a secret. It was the tenth of the
month of Ramadan, in the eighth year of the Hijrah.

The Quraish had no power to resist the mighty Muslim advance. All the famous
warriors were now on the Mushm side. How could the Quraish fight? They were
totally demoralised by the mighe of the Muslim ary,

Aba Sufyan, the acch-enemy of the Prophet &, saw that there was no route to escape.
He asked al- ‘Abbas, the Prophet’s uncle, to take him to the Prophet 8. Mubanmad &
granted an unconditional pardon to Aba Suifyai. Such a generous person was the final
messenger of Allth to his arch-enemy. Abf2 Sufyan embraced Islim on this occasion.

The Muslim army entered Makkah without any unfavourable incident. Inside,
Makkans locked themselves within their homes and only a few who were unable to
accept the new situation put up vain resistance.

The Prophet & declared a general amnesty for the entire community of Makkai..
He forgave them for their past crimes. [t was a unique scene! The Quraish could not
believe it! But even if they were unable to understand, it was the beauty and splendour
of Iskam which Muhammad & Allah’s messenger, was trying to make them understand
and follow. Now they saw it with their own eyes. It was Muhammad # whom they
compelled to migrate, called a sorceror, 2 madman and an apostate; it was the same
Muhammad 3 who granted a pardon to them at the crucial time of their utter helplessness.

Now Makkah was safe, peaceful and free of vengeance and enmity. Everyone enjoyed
peace and happiness in their hearts.
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The conquest of Makkah without any bloodshed is one of the most memorable
events in Islamic history. The amnesty granted by the Prophet & was unique and
unmatched. The greatness of Islam and its Prophet # is proved splendidly in the
conquest of Makkah. Where can you find an example of such forgiveness and mercy?
It is only in Islam, which ensurcs real peace, happiness and contentinent of heart,

The Prophet stayed in Makkah until the 9th day of Shawwal in the eighth year of
the Hijrah.

The Farewell Address

The Prophet & completed his mission and the duty given to him by Allah. He had
endured every sort of trial and tribulation for the sake of his Master and Creator. For
twenty long years he left no stone unturned and did everything he could to make
the rule of Allzh supreme on carth. He carried out this difficult duty on the soil of
Arabia, a country which was most reluctant to accept the rule of the One God, Allah,

The system to guide the whole human race for all time was now complete. The
Prophet & could feel that his days were coming to an end.

After the performance of his last Hajj, he delivered his farewell speech at ‘Arafar
betore about 120,000 of his followers. This speech was one of the most memorable
and important for its contents in the history of Prophet Mulammad’s £ life.

The Prophet £ delivered the speech sitting on his camel and his devoted followers
listened intently to every word of it. Praising and thanking Allah, Mulammad &5, the
last and final messenger of Allah said:

“O people, listen to my words carefully, for T know net whether I would meet you again on
such an occaston. i

O people, just as you regard this month, this day, this dity as sacred, so regard the life and
property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Remember that you will indeed appear before Allah
and answer for your actions.

Return the things kept with you as a trust (Amanah) to their rightful owners. AN dues of
interest shall stand cancelled and you will have only your capital back; Allal has forbidden
interest, and I cancel the dues of interest payable to my wncle of- *Abbas bin ‘Abdul Mugtalib.

O people, your wives have a certain right over you and you have certain vights over them.
Ticat them well and be kind to them, for they are your partners and commited helpers.

Betware of Satan, he is desperate to divert you from the worship of Aliah, so beware of him
in matters of your religion.

O people, listen carcfully! All the believers are brothers. You are siot allowed to take the
things belonging to another Muslim unless he gives it to you willingly.

O people, none is higher than the other unless he is higher ta obedience to Allah. No Arab
is any superior to a non-Arab except in piety.

O people, reflect on my words. I leave behind nie two things, the Qur’an and my example
(Sunnah), and if you follow these, you will not fail.

116



Listen to me carefully! Worship Allah and offer Saiah, observe Sawns in the month of
Ramadan and pay Zakah.

O people, be nundful of those who work wsider yon. Feed and dlothe them as you feed and
clothe yourselves

O people, no prophet ar messenger will come after me and no view faith will emerge.

All those who listen to me shall pass on wy words to others, and these to others again.”

He then faced the heavens and asked, “Have I conveyed the message of Allal to you, O
people?” The audience answered in one voice, “Yes, you have; Alfah is the witness.”

As the Prophet £ finished the following revelation came to him:

“loday I have perfected your seligion for you, completed my favour upon you and lave
chosen for you Islam as the way of life.” (5:3)

May the Almighty Allah bless us with His Metcy and His ever-flowing Kindness to
follow His Din only for His sake and only to seek His Pleasure. May He grant us the
ability to think of our death and shape our life emulating the excellent exampie of the
last and final messenger of Allah, Mulammad & — the mercy to all creation. Amin.

The Sad News

Back in Madinali, the Prophet & was taken ill. His health deteriorated and the illness
became life-threatening. He was unable to lead Salah. So, he asked Aba Bakr, his
closest friend, to lead the Salah in his place.

During his last days of illness, he had terrible headaches and a high fever. The
illness eventually ended the Prophet &, the most illustrious personality in the history
of mankind.

It was heart-breaking news for the Muslims. At first, they could not believe it;
‘Umar bin Al-Khatrab, one of the close companions of the Prophet &, became so
furious on hearing the news that he threatened to kill anvone who said Mufiaminiad
% was dead. It was the depth of his love and attachment to the Prophet £ that
made him behave this way.

The Prophet & was a man (18:110). He was mortal. He died. However painful,
sad and upsetting the news was for the Muslims, they had to believe it. Aba Bakr, pale
and saddened with grief, went in and kissed the Prophet’s & forehead. He came out
weeping to the waiting crowd outside the mosque. He heard what ‘Usntar had said.
He addressed the crowd with tears in his eyes but with a firm voice:

“Surely he who worshipped Muhammad should know that Muhammad is dead, but he who
worshipped Allal should know that Allah is alive and never dies.”

He then recited the verse of the Qur'an, “Mulammad is but a messenger and messengers
have passed aiway before him. Will it be that when he dies or is slain you will turi back o your
heels? He twho turms back does no harm to Allal and Allah will reward the thankfid.” (3:144)

These words of A6 Bakr brought the Muslims back to face the hard reality, and
gave them the confidence and hope they needed. Allih was there to help them and
the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet # were there to guide them.
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Mubamnad &, Allah’s last messenger on earth and excellent example for mankind,
breathed his last on 12 Rabr‘al Auneal, 11 AH (8th June, 632 CE), at the age of sixty-
three,

“Iana lilaly wa innd ilaihi @jian.” *;;):-'-') 4_; ubd ”p
“Truly to Allih we belong and to Hum we shall return.” (2:156)

Mission Accomplished

The victory at Makkal was followed by an expedition led by Khalid to demolish the
Temple of al-‘Uzza, the battle of Hunain, the seige of T2if and the batte of Tabak.
During the last two years of the Prophet’s life, laws regarding Zakah, Jizyah (a tax on
non-Muslims, who were exempt from paying Zakah and performing filiad, to provide
for their security), Hajj and interest dealings were revealed.

Muhammad & had a mission, a goal to achieve. It was to make the Law of Allah
hold supreme in all human affairs. His duty was to call people to worship Allah alone
and none other. His task was to form a society based on the worship of Allah,
obedience to Tawhid, belief in Risalah and a firm conviction in the Akhirali

Mubammad &, the Prophet of Allah, superbly accomplished his asstgned mission.
He started preaching in the centre of idolatry, suffered torture, faced strong opposition,
tolerated harassment and finally had to leave his own home and birth place for the
sake of the truth and the pleasure of Allah, the Creator.

He tought evil and untruth and never compromised on matters of basic principles.
He was offered all kinds of worldly allurements and temptations, but he ignored and
rejected all such traps and went on unceasingly to achieve his assigned duty.

He pracused meticulously what he preached. His character and demeanour had a
magnetic quahty about them. His conduct and behaviour impressed even his bitterest
enemy. He had a superb personality. His life is the perfect example of total obedience
to Allah’s commands.

He was loved by his companions more than anybody else. His was the life of an
unrivalled leader, teacher, general, statesman, husband, facher, friend and brother;
and, above all, a true and most obedient servant of Allh.

When he had to fight, he fought for the Truth and never violated the principles of
war. He showed the highest degree of patience in the face of the strongest provocation
and incitement. He loved his companions so deeply that they did not hesitate to give
their lives at his call.

Mufiammad’s & life 1s the shining example for us to follow. He left for us teachings
for all areas and affairs of our hfe. His life 1s the complete embodiment of Islam,
based on the Qur'an, the complete book of guidance from Allah.

Mulammad & was sent as a Prophet to show mankind the best way to worship
Allah. During his twenty-chree years as Allah’s messenger be fulfilled this duty perfectly
and meticulously.
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s What, did yoU leam? (32] ses—

Key Stage 3 (11-14)

Where and when was Muhammad £ born?

Who were his father and mother?

What does the name Muhammad mean?

Describe the rebuilding of al-Ka ‘bah.

What other names were given to Mukammad & because of his good character?

Name his first wife, How old were they when they got married?
Name Muhammad’s £ children.

S SRR RN

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

1. Describe Muhammad’s £ meeting with Bahia?

2. How might the important events of Muhammad's # childhood experiences have
taught him compassion?

3. What was the Hilful Fudal?

4. What do you think impressed Khadtjah about Muliammad &7

5. What were the titles given to Mulhammad & by the Makkans before he became
a prophet? What was ronic about their attitude after he became a prophet?

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

1. What do you think were the main qualities in the Prophet’s & character that
made him a suitable person to receive prophethood.

2. Discuss the role of young Muhammad & in social welfare activities, What lessons
can you learn from this?

3. Choose some of the key events in Muhammad’s & early life before prophethood,
and explain their implications for his later life.
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e What did you leam? M T ——

Key Stage 3 (11~14)

1:

SRS

=~

When and how did Muhammad & become a prophet of Allah?

How is the story of ‘Alrand the Dinner such a good example for young Mushims?
Who was an-Najashi? How did the Muslims convince him to give them his
protection?

Describe the story about ‘Uknar’s acceptance of Islim. Why was it such an important
event in the history of the early Muslims?

Write down the names of five early male Muslims and five female Mushms.
Why did Prophet Mulammad &5 have to leave Makkah?

Describe the Hijral of the Prophet #:.

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

il

ra

w

~J

When and where did Muhammad & receive the revelation from Allah?
Describe in your own words how ten vear old ‘Al aceepted Islam.

Write a newspaper article describing the story of the Prophet & on Mount
Safa.

What were the chief results (bad and good) of the Prophet i starting to preach
in public?

Discuss the ways in which the Quraish tried to make the Prophet & give up his
mission. Why do you think they did not work?

What were al-Isrr" and al-Mi‘ras?

Why did the prophet & leave Makkah? What is this important event called?
Describe the Prophet’s & emigration to Madmah. Why was this a turning point
i the spread of Islam?

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

1.

2
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Describe the circumstances that led to the Hijral of Prophet Mubammad &
from Makkal to Madmah.

Discuss the reasons behind the hostility of the Makkans to the message of Prophet
Muhammad &.

Write an account of al-Mi‘aj and explain its significance.
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Key Stage 3 (11-14)

1.

=

6.

e

What 15 the meaning of:

a. Muhajirin b. Angar

What was the first Qiblah (direction of prayer), and what was it changed to?
Which uncle of the Prophet & was martyred during the battle of Uhud?
Who was Salman al-Farist, and how did he help the Muslims prepare for the
battle of Ahzab?

Write about what happened during al-Mi ‘.

Imagine you witnessed the conquest of Makkalr by the Muslims. Describe what
you would have seen.

When did Prophet Mulummad & die?

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

1h

2

Why did Madinalr become so important to Muslims everywhere?

. Why was Adhan introduced? Write the sentences which are said loudly at the

time of Adhan in English.

How did the Prophet & ensure solidarity between the Muhajirdu and Angar in
Madmal?

Write in your own words about the Hudaibiyah agreement.

Give some examples from the Prophet’s & life in Madmah that show Islaim’s
rejection of any form of racism.

Key Stage 5 (17-18) .

1k

o

Write an account of the battle of Badr and comment on the outcome of this
battle.

What vital lessons should we learn from the battle of Ulud?

What were the main features of the Hudaibiyah agreement? In what way was it
helpful for the Muslims in the long run?

Describe the conquest of Makkah and comment on the general amnesty declared
by the Prophet & at the time of this conquest.
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sasmszmms What did you leam? (3] semeses——

Key Stage 3 (11-14)
1. What did Prophet Mulammad % leave behind for us?

2. Write about what makes Prophet Muhammad’s i character special. How can
we learn from his good character?

Key Stage 4 (15-16)

I. Choose five of the important events in the Prophet Midammad’s & life, and
explam why they were important.

2. Describe in detail the ‘character of the Prophet £ Use examples of incidents
from his life to explain your answer.

3. What did Muhammad & leave behind for eur guidance?

4. Describe any one of the famous battles during the Prophethood of Mulaminad
#, and explain its importance.

5. Who were these people, and what part did they play in the Prophets # life:
a. AbaTalib b. Khadtjah c. Abit Baky d. ‘Al

Key Stage 5 (17-18)

1. “Indeed in the Messenger of Allah, you have for you, the best example.” (33:21) Explain
in your own words the meaning of this verse of the Qut'an.

2. Highlight the important changes made by the Prophet & to the social structures
of Makkan and Madinan society.

3. Describe the principles established by Mulammad & for warfare, treaties and the
treatment of prisoners, and explain their importance for conduct i the 21st
century.
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Al-khulatatur Rashidun vightly guided caphs) ~ 4

e——— )| B2k B SERTTES E r SEE SEN
Now that the beloved Prophet & was dead, who would lead the Mushm

community? That question was in the minds of all those present at al-
Magjidun Nabawt. 1t was a crucial matter

a community cannot function
without a leader. Without a leader, a community becomes disorganised, indisciphned,
chaotic, eventually loses its potential and prospects,

Indeed, so great was its importance that the issue of leadership of the Madinan
Muslim communmity had to be decided betore Allah's messenger & could be buried.

There was much discussion amongst the Saliabah (companions of the Prophet &)
After consultation, Abn Bakr was unanimously chosen as the leader of the Muslim
community. He was the first Khalifah (Caliph or successor to the Prophet &) of the
Muslims. Who else could lead the Muslim community at this crucial time except
Ahd Bakr? He was the closest friend of the Prophet & and had acted as the Prophet’s
deputy, leading the prayers when the Prophet £ wasll.

After the election of the Khalrfah, the Prophet 8 was buried on the might of 13
Rabrul Awrwal 11 AH.

Aba Bakr’s real name was ‘Ahduliah. He had been given the atle of ag-Siddry {testifier
to the truth). His father, ‘Cthman, was known as Abf Quhafah and lns mother, Salma,
was known as Umnind Khair, He was two and a halt vears younger than Mubammad 8.

After his election as the Khaltfah, Abt Bakr addressed the Mustims with these words;

“O people, I have been chosen by you as your leader, although Iann wo betier than any one
of you. if I do any good, give me your support. If I do aniy wrong, set nie right.

Listen, truth is honesty and untruth is dishonesty.

The weak among you are the powerful in my eyes, as long as I'do not get them their due.
The powerful among you are weak in my eyes, as long as I'do not take away from them wiat
is due to others.

Listen carefully, if people give up striving for the cause of Allah, He will send down disgrace
upon them. If a people become evil-doers, Allah will send down calamitics upon them.

Obey me as long as 1 obey Allah and His messenger. If I disobey Allal and His messenger,
your are free to disobey me.”

Aba Bakr was asking people to obey him only ifhe obeyed Allzh and His messenger.
Such was the first Khaltfah of the Muslims! Indeed, the world would be a better
place to live in if we had leaders like Abr Bakr.

He was the first among the Prophet’s friends to accept Islim and he accompanied
the Prophet & during the Hijroli to Madinah,

Abfi Bakr was a trader. He was kind and willing to help others. He freed a number
of slaves, including Bilal hin Rabah, ‘Awmir bin Fiehaivah, Usm ‘Uhais, Zinulrah, Nahdiyal
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and her daughter. He participated in all the battles which the Prophet # had to
fight against unbelievers.

Abn Bakr loved his faith more than anything clse. At Badr, his son Abdur Raliman
was fighting on the side of the unbelievers. After accepting lslam, ‘Abdur Rajunan
once said to his father, “O father, at Badr you were twice wsider my sword, but asy love for
you held iy hand back.” To this, Abnn Bakr replied, “Sos, if I had you only once wnnder my
sword, you would have been no more.” So uncompromising was Aba Bakr’s faith!

At the tme of the battle of Tabatk, he donated all his belongings to the war fund
and when the Prophet & asked, “What have you left for your family?” he replied,
“Alah and His messenger.” A rare example of sacrifice indeed!.

Before his death, the Prophet £ appointed Usamali bivi Zaid to lead an expedition
to ash-Sham against the Roman (then called Byzanune) army on the northern border
of Arabia. The Romans killed the envoy of the Prophet & and refused to accept any
negotiated settlement. Usamah could not go on because of the death of the Prophet
&, Abn Bakr sent Usamah to complete the expedition initiated by the Prophet &,
even though he had to attend to mternal problems facing the Islimic state that had
arisen after the death of the Prophet .

Indeed, the news of the Prophet’s £ death made some new Muslims think that
the Istamic state would crumble, so they refused to pay the Zakah. These new Muslims
were not used to their new faith and its requirements. Abat Bakr declared, “By Allah!
Even if a single baby goat is due from a man, he must give it. If he refuses 1ill declare wwar
against him."

A number of imposters appeared, causing a great deal of trouble and contusion.
Already, during the Prophet’s & lifetime, al-Aswad bin ‘Anzalr al- ‘Anst had claimed
prophethood, and was taken care of by the Muslims in Yemen. Other imposters and
false prophets were: Musailimah bin Habth, Tidaihah bin Khuwatlid and a woman named
Sajal bint al-Harith. Malik bin Nuwairah happily sided with the claim of Sajal. Abn
Bakr was quick to take strong action against these imposters. Khalid bin al-Waltd was
sent to deal with Tilathah who fled to ash-Sham and later became a Muslim. Malik
hin Nuwairah was also killed.

‘Ikrimah bin Abt Jahl and Shurahbil bin Hasanah were sent to take action against the
notorious Musailimaly, but they were defeated. So Aba Bakr dispatched Khalid to
tackle Musailiniah, who by now had married Sajal. In the fighting that followed,
Musailimah was killed by Walishi. Wahsht had become a Muslim after the conquest of
Makkah. He felt deep remorse about killing the Prophet’s uncle, Hamzakh, at Ulmd.
Killing Musailimah, he thought, would help make up for his earlier mistake.

Abn Bakr’s swift and bold steps saved the Islamic state from the serious threat of chaos
and confusion. He could now attend to other urgent problems.

During his Khilafah (Caliphate), Abn Bakr had to take action against the Persian
empire. The emperor of Persia, Khosraw Parwtz I (Arabic: Kisia; English: Chosoes 11),
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tore up the letter the Prophet & sent to him through ‘Abdullah bin Hudbafah and
demanded that the Prophet & be arrested. However, Kiwosraw If was murdered by
his son, Shienyal {Qubadh I or Kavadh 1T) and the whole empire fell into chaos and
disorder. Hurmauz, the Persian governor in ‘fiag, was very hostile and was cruel o the
Muslims living in his area. oy

Abgt Baky sent al-Muthanna (=) to take action against the Persians in ‘Hiag. His
forces were insufficient and Khalid was then sent with reinforcements. The Muslim
army captured large areas of the Persian empire in several battles,

Khaltfah Abft Bakr then turned his attention to the Romans, who were causing
trouble on the Islamic state’s north-western borders. The Prophet & himself led an
expedition against the Romans and this is known as the Battle of Mu'tah (005)5).

AbA Baky dispatched four separate armies under AbA ‘Ubaidal bin al-fareah, ‘Amr
hin al-'Ag, Yaz1d bin Abt Sufyan and Shurahibtl bin Hasanah to deal with Roman power.

The four generals merged themselves into a unit to face the Romans most effectively.
The Romans had amassed 150,000 soldiers but the total Muslim army was only
24,000, Reinforcements were requested and Aba Bakr asked Khalid o hand over the
command of the Iriqi front to al-Muthanna and rush to the Syrian front to help fight the
colossal Roman army.

Ab Bakr fell ill during this time and he died on 21 Jumadal Akhirah (53 g05) 13
AH (22 August 634 CE). His rule had lasted two years and three months.

The armnes met in Yarmik after Abn Bakr's death during the Khifafah of ‘Umar and
the Romans were defeated,

One of the many contributions of Aba Baky was the compilation of the Qur'an
into one volume,

Aba Bakr lived a simple, pious and upright life. He was a true servant of Allah and
a meticulous follower of the Prophet &

Abia Bakr’s advice to the Muslim Army

1. Always fear Allali; He knows what is in men’s hearts.

2. Be kind to those who are under you and treat them well.

3. Give brief directions; directions that ave too fong are likely to be forgotten.
4. Improve your own conduct before asking others fo improve theirs

5. Honour the enewmy’s envoy.

6. Maintain the secrecy of your plans,

7. Ahways speak the truth, so that you get the right advice.

8. Consult your men when you are free to do so; this will develop parficipation.
9. Take suitable measures to keep a watch on the enemy,

10.  Be sincere to all with whom you deal,

11, Give up cowardice and dishonesty.

12, Give up bad company.
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Before his death, Abs Bakr consulted the senior cdmpanions of the Prophet & and
selected ‘Uimar as the second Khaltfah of the Muslins,

‘Umar was the son of al-Khatab and he 1s famous i [lamic hustory as al-Farag
(one who distinguishes between right and wrong). His acceptance of Islam is notable
and was mentioned earlier in the Prophet’s & biography.

‘Umar was a brave and straighttorward person. He was tough i his attitude and
uncompromising n basic principles. He was a great and talented ruler. During his
Caliphate, the frontiers of the Islamic state expanded greatly.

‘Umar was a strong administrator. He noticed the tremendous popularity of Khalid,
the Commander-in-Chief of the Muslim forces, and feared the people might think
too highly of him. So he removed Khalid and appomted Aba ‘Ubaidah bin al-Jarsal as
the Commander-in-Chief. The other reason for this bold decision was to make it
clear that no one was indispensable and victory in wars was actually due to Allih’s

help. According to Shibit Nu'mant, the deposition of Khalid (.5 , 2s) took place in 17
AH atter the conquest of Syria fash-Sham). Some historians, however, maintain that
this was the first command given by Khalifah ‘Umar. ‘

Khalid, who had been given the tide of the ‘Sword of Allah’ (Sufidlal - &1 by
the Prophet &, pracefully accepted the Khalifah's order. He worked as an ordinary
soldier under Abr ‘Ubaidal. Thus he was an example of the Islimic teaching of
obedience to leadership,

Khalid had left al-Muthannd in command of the Muslim forces on the 'Iraqi front
when he rushed to Yarmak, Muthanna was finding it difhicult to counter the enemy
and went personally to Madinah to ask Aba Bakr for reinforcement. Aba Bakr was by
then on his deathbed.

Al-Muthanna's absence from ‘Iraq made things worse. The Persians regrouped and,
under the command of Rustam, recaptured the Muslim-occupied areas. Rustam sent
out two columns of his army, one to Hitah and the other to Kaskar.

‘Umnar sent Aba ‘Ubaid ath-Thagafr ( ués .5 w))to deal with the situation and he
defeated both the Persian columns. Rustam despatched a still larger force, including
elephants, under the command of General Bafimtan. The two armies foughe and the
Muslims were defeated in the Battle of the Bridge fal-Jisr).

Khalfah ‘Umar raised another large army and al-Muthanna regrouped the defeated
troops. They put up a valiant fight and the Persians were defeated this time.

However, the Persian court raised a larger army sull, and forced al-Muthanna to
withdraw. The report of the new situation was sent to ‘Umar and reinforcements
were sent under Sa'd bin Abt Wagqds (_ods '»f:i o).

The Persian army and the Mushim army met at Qadisiyyafi. After a prolonged
battle on several fronts, the outnumbered Muslim army defeated 120,000 Persian
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troops and recaptured Hirah and other arcas i 14 AH (636 CE).

Muslims laid siege to Damascus during the Khilafah of Abs Bakr. They contmued
after Aba Bakr's death and the siege lasted 70 days during the rule of ‘Unar. After this
long siege, Khalid took the Romans by surprise and entered the city. The Governor
surrendered and a peace treaty was signed.

Meanwhile, ‘“Amr bin al-‘As was laying siege to Jerusalem. Later, Khalid, Aba ‘Ubaidal
bin al-Jarrah and others joined him there. The Christians had little hope and decided
to give in. They put forward a proposal to the Muslims that they would hand over
the city if Khaltfah ‘Umar himself came to Jerusalem.

The proposal was relayed to Madinah and the Khaltfah agreed to go to Jerusalem.
He started out for the city with one attendant, riding a camel. They rode the camel
in turns. Sometimes the Khalifah would walk and the attendant would ride and
other times the Khaltfah would ride and the attendant would walk. This is an example
of equality of rights. The ruler and ruled have equal rights. The ruler of an Islamic
state must acknowledge the rights of the citizens over his own rights.

The Khalifah of the Muslims entered Jerusalem dressed in ordinary clothes and
flanked by the Muslim generals. The Christians could hardly believe that the Muslim
leader had arrived; such was the simplicity of ‘Umar. He used to live like a very
humble ordinary man, but he was a strong leader and the most able ruler of his time.
He had no pride, no pomp and no grandeur. This is the teaching of Islam. This is
what present-day Muslim rulers have forgotten and what Muslims need to restore.

A treaty to guarantee the safety and security of the Christians in Jerusalem was signed.

During the Khilafal of ‘Umar, vast areas of the Roman and Persian empires and
the whole of Egypt were brought under Islanic rule.

Umar was a gifted orator. He was very concerned for the welfare of the citizens
under his rule and left a memorable legacy for Muslims after him.

The second Khalifah ‘Umar died after being stabbed by a Persian non-Muslim,
Firoz, nicknamed Aba Lu'lu’. Firox complained to “Usmar about his master al-Mightrali
bin Shu ‘bal who imposed a tax on him. ‘Umar heard the details of the complaint and
told Frroz that the tax was reasonable. This made Firoz angry and the next day
during the dawn prayer he struck the Khaltfah with a dagger six times, wounding
him fatally. ‘Umar al-Farag died three days later in 23 AH (644 CE).

Before his death, ‘Umar appointed a six-man committee to elect his successor
from among themselves. The six members of the committee were: ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan,
‘Abdur Rahman bin ‘Awf, ‘Al bin Abt 1alib, az-Zubair bin al-‘Awwam, Sa‘'d bin Abr
Wagqas, and Talhah bin ‘Ubaidullah.

‘Umar al-Farag ruled the Tslaimic state for ten vears, six months and four days.
‘Umar’s advice
1. Do not be misled by someone’s reputation.

2. Do not judge a person only by his performance of Salal and Savem; rather look into his
truthfulness and wisdom.
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3. One who keeps his secrets controls his affairs.

4. Fear the person whom you hate.

5. Prudent is he who can assess his actions.

6. Do not defer your work for tomorrow.

7. He who has no idea of evil can easily fall into its trap.

& Judge a man’s intelligence by the questions he asks,

9. Less concern_for material well-being enables one fo lead a free life.

10 It is caster not to Indulpe in sins than to repent.

1. Contentient and gratitude are two great virtues; you should not cave which one you get.
12, Be grateful to him who points out your defects.

s e ‘UMD 4 e——
The six-member committee appointed by ‘Umar al-Faraq, after long deliberations
and consultation, elected ‘Uthmau, the son of ‘Affan, as the third Khaltfah of Tslam.

Uthman was born six vears after the Prophet & and he belonged to the Unnaiyals
clan of the Quraish. He was a cloth merchant and was very rich. His title was a/-
Ghanr (the rich).

He had accepted Islim on Aba Bake invitation and migrated to Abyssinia wich his
wife Rugaiyal (one of the prophet’s daughters). He acted as the Prophet’s & envoy
during the Hudaibiyah negotiations. After the death of Rugaiyah he married Unim
Kulthum, another daughter of the Prophet & . This 1s why he is called Dhun Nawin
(553531, 3— The One with Two Lights.

- Hos state policy can be understood from his letter o the officers of the Islamic
army. He wrote:

“You are the protectors of Istam from the onslaughts of the encmies, *‘Umar had issued some
regulations which are known to me. In_fact, they were drafied w consultation with ne.

Beware! T do not want to hear reports of any iransgression by you. If you do so, you wilt be
teplaced by someone better You should always be mindful of yowr condiict. I will watch over
whatever Allah has entrusted to my care.”

He once spoke to the tax collectors with these words:

“Allah has created cverything with fairness and justice. He accepts only what is right and just.
Give what is right and take what is right. Trust produces trust. Follow it strictly and do not be onie
of those who fail io discharge it. Faithfudness begets faithfulness. Do wot oppress the orphans and
those with whom you have made a covenant. Allah will punish those who will do se.”

Sa'd bin Abr Wagqas was the Governor of Kifali in ‘Irag. ‘Uthman dismissed him for
non-payment of a state loan. He was succeeded by al-Mughirah.

During the Caliphate of ‘Uthman, the rebellion in Adharbaiian and Annenia was quelled.
Mu‘awiyah, Governor of ash-Sham, with the help of Ihn Abr Sarli, the Governor of Egypt,
made a naval attack on Cyprus and brought it under Islamic rule. Vast areas of North
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Africa including Tripoli were brought under Istamic rule during the Khulafah of ‘Uthman.

The Romans, although defeated several times by the Muslim army in the past,
made another attempt during the Khilafah of ‘Uthman to recapture the territories
they had lost.

Constantine, then Emperor of Ram (Byzanuum), made great preparations and
attacked Alexandria with a naval fleet five to six thousand strong. But the Rowans
were decisively defeated by the new Muslim naval torce under the command of 1hn
Abr Sarh (C"“ L,\ ) and Mu'awiyah (3;)\;,).

During the last six vears of his Khilafoh, ‘Uthman faced mternal dissension and
trouble. This trouble took the shape of a civil war which eventually led to his murder
by an unruly and angry mob.

Uthman's Khilafah Tasted for twelve years. He was murdered by rioters on Friday,
17 Dhul Hijjah 35 AH (656 CE).

‘Uthman was a very kind-hearted man. His simplicity and soft heartedness did not
allow him to take strong action against the trouble-makers and rioters. Above all,
because of his polite and soft nature, the administration was not as good as it had
been during ‘Umar’s time,

‘Utlman was a generous man. He used to spend a lot of money tfor Islim and to
free slaves. He was a prous man who feared and loved Allah above everything else.
The compilation of al-Qur'an into a book (mushaf as) was the crowning
achievement of ‘Uthman’s Khilafah.

— e '\ G e A YRR T
“Lam the youngest of you. Imay be a hoy, my feet way not be strong enough but, O Messenger
of Allah, I shall be your helper. Whoever opposes you, I shall fight him as @ mortal encuy,”

These were the words of ‘Alf, the cousin of the Prophet & and then only a boy of
ten. He spoke these words before the elders of the Quiraish during the dinner hosted
by the Prophet & to invite them to Islam.

‘Alt was the person who risked his hife for the Prophet & and slept in the
Prophet’s & bed when the unbelievers laid a siege to the Prophet’s & house to kill
him on the night of his migration.

The same ‘Al was elected the fourth Khalifah of Islam after ‘Uthman. He was the
son of Abn Talib, the Prophet’s uncle.

‘Al was married to the Prophet’s & daughter, Fatimah (. Ly ). They had three
sons: al-Hasan, al-Husain and al-Muhassin; and two daughters: Zainab and Umm Kultham.
Al-Mubassin died in his infancy. The Prophet & loved al-Hasan and al-Husain very
dearly.

He took part in the battles of Badr, Ahzab and Khaibar. At Khaibar it was ‘Al who
subdued the Jews by his daring assault.

‘Alr held many important positions during the life of the Prophet & and the
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three Caliphs (Khnlaf2’) before him.

He was elected Khaltfah at a very delicate time, when the Mushim Usinah
(community) was torn by internal strife after the sad incident of the murder of
Uthman, the third Khaltfah, had taken place.

‘Al first concentrated on consolidating his adminiseration and pledged then to
take action against ‘Uthman'’s murderers, The supporters of ‘Uthman would not listen
to the Khaltfah until he took action against ‘Uthman’s murderers,

The murder of ‘Uthman had tremendous consequences for Islamic bistory. [t divided
the once cohesive, umited and determined Muslim Elmmal into factions who tought
bloody battles among themselves. The damage to Muslim unity was rreparable.

The once powertul Isliniic army which fought the wrongdoers and rescued those
suffering from the exploitation and tyranny of the mighty Persian and Roman empires
had now become seriously involved in internal strife.

The talented ruler, ‘A1, had to spend much ot his tme pacifying the warring
factions of the Mushms. He tried his best to reconcile the opposing groups and
restore peace but without much success. The Umimah was divided and catastrophic
consequences followed.

During this carmoil, 'Af, the fourth Khaltfah of Islam, was fatally wounded during
Salatu! Fajr by one Ibn Mufjum. 'Afll died on Friday, 20 Ramadan 40 AH (661 CE).

‘Alrs rule lasted for four years, nine months and the whole of that time was a
period of unrest.

‘Alrlived a very simple and austere life. He was a very courageous person and had
1 keen sense of justice.

‘Alrloved learning. He was given the title of Babul ‘I { LI u)— ' Gate of Learning’
— by the Prophet &. He was also called al-Murtada (L,;;;in (the one with whom
Allah is pleased) and Asadullah &1 ! (Lion of Allah).

Some important sayings of “Ali

1. One who knows himself, knows his Creator.
2. If you love Allah, tear out your heart’s love of the world.
3. The fear of Allah makes one secure.
4. How can you rjoice about this life that grows shorter cach howr?
3. A world-wide reputation can be undone by an hour’s degradation.
6. Three defects make life miserable:
i. Vindictiveness; ii. Jealousy; ifi. A bad character
7. One who is proud of warldly possessions i this fleeting existence is gnosant.

8. Joy is followed by tears.

Y. Each breath of a man is a step nearer to deatlr,

10.  The best man is he who is most helpful to his fellow men.
11, One who thinks himself the best is the worst.
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12, The hated person is one who returns evil for good.

13. Virtue is the key to success.

4. Learned men live cven after death; ignoraunt men are dead althongh alive.
15, There is no treasure like knowledge gained.

16.  Knowledge is wisdom and the educated man is the wisc man.

17.  Experience is knowledge gained.

18. He who never corrects himself will never corvect another.

19. Listen, and you will teach yourself: remain sifent, and you visk vothing.
20, One who reflects on Allal’s gifts, succeeds.

21, Ignorance harms a man mose than a cancer i the body.

22. One of the signs of a stupid man is the frequent charige of opinion.

23. Never speak when it is not the time for speech.

24, Beware of hackhiting: it sows the seeds of bifterness, and separates you from Allah and
mdit,

25, The best truth is the keeping of promises.

26. Better be dumb than lie.

27, Do not flatte, it is no sign of faith,

28, A hypocrite’s tongue is clean, but there is sickness in his heart,

29. Better to be alone than with bad company.

30, Whoever sows good reaps his reward.

Conclusion

AAba Bakr ag-Siddig, ‘Umar al-Farg, ‘Uthman al-Ghant and Alr al-Murtada were the
consecutive successors of the Prophet £ These four Kiudafa” are called al-Kindafa'ur
Rashidan or the nightly-guided Kilafa'.

Together, these four Khulafa' ruled the Islamic State for about thirty years. They
are called rightl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>