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АШih the All-Mighty says: 

"Ппв day Ьауе 1 perfected уоцг religion [ог уои and 
сошрlеtеd Му [ауorироп уои and Ьаме chosen [ог уоц 

ls1аш as yourreligion." (5:3) 

This was the last Verse геуеа'ео сhгопоlоgiсаllу to Ргорhеt 

Мшзагпгпеё й . Making the сошрlеtiоп ofthe Qш'fш апо the 
регfесtiоп ofIslam. Islam is сошрlеtе апо репест апо is not 
thereafter susceptible to ad(iition ог abгogation . Being етегпа] 

and uпivегsаl, the Islamic Law, which was гпапе Ьу 00(1 

[АШih] Нiшsеlf Who knows what is best тог us цпсег аН 

спсшпэгапсев , is геsiliепt апп acijustabIe to the changing 
сопсшопз of tiше and рlасе . ТЬе репесноп of Is1am is 
шапifеst in the fact that Оод [АШih] has тпаое it reign 
зцргегпе and ргеуа]] омег other геligiопs. Ood's [ауог ироп 

the Мusliшs is mапifеst in the fact that Не g1"antecl them true 
guidance, зцрроп апс hопог in this worlci апё iп tl1e 
Негеаftег. Не has also cho sen [О1" them ls1аш as tl1eirreligion 
because it is the Тгшп, апс тог this reason Не wi11 not accept 
апу other [eligion Ьш Islam. 

"And w lюеvег see ks а rel igion о тпе т тпап l slаш , it shall 
поt Ье acccpted fгош Ь пп , апо in the li[e to соше Ье 

sha l1 Ье а гпопя the [овегз ." (3:58) 



Islam gives its followers happiness in this world апо etemal 
bliss il1 the life to соте. Islam simply гпеапз total submission 
to the Will ofАШih. Therefore, 
it is the same in essence, 
whether givel1 to Noah, 
АЬгаЬат, Moses, Jesus ог to 
Muhammad. For the message 
it calls to is the same, апо the 
source ошппу is the геуегапоп 

fгоmАШih: 

"Не I1(1S огdаiпеd Гог уоц
 

пю загп с religion [Ыагп]
 

whicll Н е спj оiпсd оп 

Noall, апd tl1<1t Wllicll We 
11а уе revealed to уоц , апс Wllicll Wc епjо i пеd оп 

Аогапагп , Moses апо Тезцэ: пагпег у tlшt у оц SllOlIld 
гешагп ste adГu st iп ]·cligion апо Ье пот dividcd 
thегеiп." (42: 13) 

After the соттирпоп ofthe older Scriptures, the Qur' ап сате 

with а twofold purpose: first to сопfiпn the true and original 
message, namely that of Islalll, апd second to stand as а 

witness to it Ьу сопfiпniпgthе truth and rejecting tl1e 
falsehood which оуег time сате into the older Scriptures. 
Muslims аге required to believe in these Scriptures and to 
make по distinction between апу of them ог the Меssепgегs 

who brought them because they аll соте [гот the Опе Тгие 

God: 

"Зау [О Мцпаппп ао to tlle Jews а пс С п пвпапз] , ' We 
believe [ п Allall апс tlш t Wlliclll1US Ь е еп зеш to цв апо 
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tl13t \Vl1iCI1113S Ьсеп scnt dowl1 to Аогапагп, Ыппае], 

lsaac, Jacob and to Al-Asblit, {l I апо Птат Wl1icl1 Iшs 

Ьееп givcn to Moscs апd гевпэ, and tl1at Wl1icl1 I13S 
Ьееп given to tl1e Ргорпсгз [гогп tl1eir Lord. Wc гпакс 

по distiпсtiоп Ьеtwесп апу oftl1CI11, апd to 
Н i 111 Wе 11 а v е
 

S ц Ь 111 i t t с d .[ i п
 

Islal11]." (2:136]
 

SOl11e о[ these S сгiрtшеs аге 

still ехistепt Ьш пот iп 

огigiпаl fопп as а result of the Ьшпап 01111SS1ОПS and 
аdditiоп s that have crept into тлегп , ТЬе Qur'an is the only 
Divine SС1"iрtше which has stood the test of time without 
апу change Ьесацве it is the Truth [гот God [Allah], and the 
Truth never fades ог diminishes: 

"Птат Wl1icll Wc 11avc rcvcalcd to YOLI [О м II113 111 111ad 
~J of tl1C Book [i.c., пю Оцгап] is tl1e Тгшп, 

сопйпгшц; гпа: Wl1icl1 was [revcalcd] Ьетоге it." 
(35:31) 

The truth сопtаiпеd in the Qur 'an will пеуег Ье 

согпргоппвео Ьесац зе Allah has taken цроп Нлп зеп' the 
responsibility ofpreserving it: 

"Verily We I13VС зегп Пте Репппсег (i.c., Пте Qш'ап], 

апо We will аssшеdlу gllапl it [fгош соггцрпоп]." 

( 15:9) 

"Vcrily, it is ап попогаэ]е wcll-Iortific(l book of 
ехапес' powcr [Ьесацвс it is AIIal1'S Зрсссп, and Не 

their 

AI-Asbiit refers to the offspring of the twelve sons of Jacob. 



lшs protected it from сопцрпоп] . No falsehood сап 

арргосп it from before ог after it: it is set dоwп Ьу пте 

Аll-Wise, Wortl1yofаН praise." (41 :4 1-2) 

Тле revealed Sсгiрtшеs before Пте аdvепt of Ргорлет 

Мцпапппап ~, зцсп as ше Old Testament апd tlle Gospel, 
were wгittеп lопg апег tl1e demise of tl1e Prophets to wЪот 

they were revealed . The епtiге Оцг'вп оп the con trary, was 
completely wгittеп in tlle Шешпе of the Ргорпет ~ оп such 
thiпgs as pieces of palm trees, рагсhmепts апd Ьопеs. 

Besides, tепs of thоusапds of пте Prophet 's Соmрапiопs 

committed it to memory while it was being revealed. The 
Оцг 'ап is still memorized апd read iп its огigiпаllапguаgе, 

Arabic , апd taught to millions от' people Пте world оуег. Тп 

fact , with емегу suссееdiпg gепегаtiоп от' Muslims, tl1e 
пшпоег оЕ гпозе who have committed the епtiге Оцгвп to 

memory паз increased iпсгеdiblу. Тпеге is по ошег book, 
religious ог otl1erwise, whicll has Ьееп g iven this 
unparalleled саге iп гесогdеd history. 

The еtешаl саге witll which tl1e unadulterated tеасhiпgs of 

Islam have Ьееп authentically recorded and preserved 
tl1rougllOut the ages is а clear evidence oftl1e uпivегsаlitу of 
tl1e message of Islam and the finality of the Prophethood of 
the Ргорпет Мulшmmаd ~. The Оцгап is now availabIe iп 

its огigiпаl [опп withollt сhапgе of апу kiпd. The репест 

preservation of' tl1e Оцгап signifies the ргеsеrvаtiоп of 
Is1am. Тлат is why АШН1 says in the Qш 'ап: 

"Verily tlle only acceptabIe religion to АШil1 is Is1am." 

(3:19) 

А Glimpse аl the Веашу of Islam 



Oneness of the Lord
 

Tslam calls to the beliefthat the Creator ofthe uпivегsе is Опе 

апd Unique without апу partners . His пашге is so sublime 
that it is гаг beyond ош limited сопсерtiопs . Не is поt а теге 

abstract of рпйоворпу. All the creatures tеstiГу to His 
Ех г з тепс е , апd попе аге сотрагаЫе to Him. The uпitу of 
dеsigп апd that 01' the шпсагпепга! facts 01' сгеаtiоп апd 

existence of the universc proclaim His Опепеs s . Не is the 
Егегпа], without Ьеgiппiпg ог end, тле Absolute, Who is not 
li111ited Ьу шпе ог place ог сiгсumstапсе. Не is the Creator, 
the Sustаiпег апd the Рlаппег 01' the whole uпivегsе . Nопе 

лав tlle rigl1t to Ье wогsmрреd except Him. Не has the Most 
Beautiful Names апс tlle LoГtiest АttгiЬutеs. His Кnowled ge 

ехtепds to еvегуtmllg з е е п and цпзееп , рге вепг апо future, 
пеаг апd гаг. His Сгасе and Мегсу аге ппооппсес. Не is the 
AII-Mighty, the All-Wise: 

"Say: 'Н е is АШill , Пте Опе ; А Шill , tl1e Егегпа] , 

Absolute; Не begets 110t, 110Г is Не Ье gоttеп ; апd tllere 
is поп е equal ог сотрага Ые to ппп . " '(112:1-4) 

"Т пе ге is п оtlliпg wlшtсvег like шпо Hi111, апd Не is 
Пте А II -Неаг i пg, tlle Аll -Sееiпg ." ( 42:11) 

"Н е is tlle F i гs t [п оtlliпg is Ьеfоге Him], the Last 
[ поtl1 i пg is апег Н пп] , Пте Most Н igl1 [поtl1iп g is а ооуе 

Him] апd tlle Most NeaI" [поtlliпg is пе агег Пт еп Him]. 

А Glil11psc а г Ihl: Всашу 01' Islam 



Апсi 11С Iшs fllll kпоwlссlgс ofall tI1iпgs ." (57:3) 

"Не is АШih, bcsicics WllOm попе 11as пте гigl1t to Ье 

WОГSI1iрРl:сl, пте AIl-Кпоwсг 01' Пю цпвееп апd tl1c 
зсеп . Не is пю Most Огасюцв, Пте Most Мегсгш]. Не 

is Alla11 besidcs WllOm попс Iшs тпе ,"igl1t (о Ье 

WОГSl1iррсеl , тпе Кiпg, tl1c Holy, tl1C Опе Ггее [гогп all 
elctccts, (11С Givel' of sесшitу, (11С Watcl1cJ' оуег His 
сгеашгез , tl1c AII-M igl1ty, tl1c Соmреllсг , tl1c 
Зпргсгпе . Glогу Ьс (о A1Jal1! [Higl1 is Не] аЬоус wlшt 

Птеу associatc as раппегз witl1 Him. Нс is Allfih, tl1c 
Сгеагог, tl1c Iпvспtог оГ al1 thil1gs tl1e Веыохсег of 
10ГI11S. ТО Н im Ьсlопg tl1c Best Namcs. АIl тла: 1S [п Пте 

Ьеауспв апо thc еапп g]огifу Him. Апd 11С is AII
М igl1ty, thc AII-Wisc." (59:23-4) 

"Атк! Птеу аппэшс falscly witllOlIt krlO\vlcdgc sопs 

апо с\аllgl1tсгs to Him. Ве Нс Glol'ificd! [ Го г Нс is] 
аЬоус 'Л!lшt Птеу апгзЬшс to Нпп! Нс is tl1C Огigiпаtог 

01' Пте Ьеамепв агк! Птс еапп , НО\У сап Не Iшvс а sоп 

\vl1СП Не 11as по wiГс '? Не сгеагсо all tl1il1gs, агк! Н е Iшs 

ГlIll kпоwlссlgс 01' сvсгуthiпg. SllCl1 is AIJal1, уоцг 

Lогеl! Nопс 11as tl1C гigl1t (о Ьс WОг sl1iрреd Ьш Нс, tl1c 
Сгеатог ofall tl1iпgs. So wогsl1iр Him [Аlопс] . Апеl Нс 

паз (11С powcI" (о disposc оГ all аffаiгs . No visiоп сап 

gl'asp Н im, Ьш Н is Сгазр is омег all visiоп . Нс 1S Птс 

Most SlIbtlc, Wсll- А\\!шс." (6: 100-3) 

Tauhfd ог mопоthсism сопвшшез (Ьс еззепсе of thc 
teachil1gs of Is1am. It significs that there is Опе Supremc 
Lord ofthc univcrsc. Не is thc Omnipotcnt and (Ьс Sustaincr 

А Glill1psc 31 tllC Веашу oГlslam 



of the world and mankind. Unity pervades the whole 
universe. АН ofАШih's creatures testify to His Oneness. This 
сап Ье seen in their utter submission to His Will. The 
perpetual succession of day and night in the most orderly 
manner; the course ofthe sun, the тооп and the mighty stars ; 
the ceaseless altemation ofthe four seasons; the functiol1ing 
of the whole universe inc1uding its most subtle elements in 
the most precise and systematic manner. [п fact the great 
marvels and the impressive wOl1ders of the universe are like 
ореп books which tell us about the Wisdom, Power, 
Greatness and Divine skill ofthis Great Artist Who is АШih . 

., . ~ 

, ,, 
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How с ап опе ob serve the ine xhaustible creativity от' п ашге, 

its purposefulness, its preservation of'the гпогайу useful and 

de struction of' the socially injurious, and yet [ай to draw the 

conclusion that beblnd nature there is ап all-pervading шiпd. 

А mind whose cease less creative acti vity the processes of 

nature - is but ап outward гпаппезг ап оп! The stars sca ttered 

through iпfiпitе space, the va st рапогагпа of nature with its 

с п апп and beauty, tlle regulaI wахiпg and waning of the 

шооп , the аstопishiпg Ьаппопу of th e seasons апd the da ys 

апd nights, the iпс еssапt supply of'water, the delicate f10wers 

апd cгystal s Ьепеаth о иг feet - аН рошт towards опе fa ct: 

there is а God, the Creator, the Govern or. We witness а 

superbly f1awl ess рlап in the universe; сап it Ье w itho ut а 

Ргапп ег ? We see оvеrwhеlш i пg beauty and h агшопу iп its 

wогk iпg , сап the y Ье without а Сгеатог? We observe 

beautiful iпtгiсаtе dеsigпs in nature ; сап it Ье without а 

Designer? We [е е] а lofty purpose in physical апd huшап 

ехistепсе; сап it Ье without а Will workiпg Ьеhiпd it? We find 

that the uпiv егs е is like а з пр е г о гу wгittеп, fа sсiпаtiпg 

аdvепtuге , сап it Ье without ап Ашлог? Truly, God sa id: 

"О mапkiпd: worship уоцг Lord, WllO created уои and 

those Ьеfоге уоц so that уоц тау Ьесоте Iighteous . 

WllO Ьаз made tlle earth а resting place for уоц and the 

sky а сапору and sent down rain from the Ьеамепв, апо 

А Glimpse at the Beauty ofIslam 



brougl1t forth tl1erewitl1 fruits [ог уош впвгепапсе . 

'Птеп do not set ир rivals цпго АШlll wl1ile you kпоw 

[пте тгшп]." (2:21-3)' 

AIl:lh has the total might, the ао зопп е will апd complete 
р епе ст kпо\vl еd g е. Не has pгo vid ed [шгпап beil1gs with all 
the песеззагу pгoofs ш the цпгуегэе апd witllil1 themselves so 
that it Ь е с огп е з шапifеst to тл егп that Не is the true God, апd 

th егеfоге they should \vогshiр Him апсl di s сhагgе theiI" duty 
tоw агd s Hirn iп the best possible тпапп ег, 

His sigпs аге sсаttегеd еvегуwhеге , w i thiп ошsеlvеs and iп 

the еп tiге шпм егз е. Не еп соцга яс з lI S iп т ап у Уетвеэ of tllC 
Qш':l п to utilize оцг россег of г еа sопiпg so that wc са п 

шшегэтапо His Gгеаtпеss апd Wisdom. Sошеtiтеs Не 

dгаw s ош аttспtiоп to thc Рппстр! е of Сапзай гу, which Не 

establislled лт tlle цп! уегве: 

"Wеге тпеу created of nothil1g, ог were they 
тпегпвсгсев Пте сгеаtогs?"(52:35) 

This Vегsе сlеагlу disрюvе s beyond апу shadow of dOllbt пт е 

baseless claims that тап is created out оfпоthiп g ог that hc is 
his own с геато г, 

Еvе п people without апу толпа! есцсапоп at all гес оgпiz е 

тп е principle that ап уthiп g iп the wor1d 11as а Maker. А 

Ь еоошп who lived пт the heart of the desert was о псе asked: 
"Wlшt is уо ц г емсепсе of the existence of АШih?" Не 

тер] ied, "Dгорр i пgs аге шаdе Ьу the саше 1 the fооtр гiпt s 

КhшsJ1id Аhшаd , Islam : Basic Principles and Characteristics, IsJamic 

Еошюапоп , Leicester, И.К ., 1974. р . б . (With some editing.) 
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made Ьу the feet. What about the sky
 
and its mighty constellations, the
 
mountains and their passes and the
 
oceans and their great waves, do these
 
not testify to the existence of the
 
Omnipotent, Wise God?"
 

At other times Не invites us to
 
contemplate about the wonders of the
 
heavensandtheearth:
 

"Were тпеу сгеаtеd Ьу IlOtJ1ing ог 

wеге they гп егп seJ ves the 
сгеагогз? 01'did Птеу сгеаге tl1e Ьеауепз апd Пте еапп? 

g Nay, tl1ey have по Ппп belief." (52:35-6) 
.D 
о:: 

ti "Зау : ' В епо к! аН tlшt is iп tJ1e Ьеамепв апd оп сапп , ' 
"'с 

§ Ьш пеithег signs пог wаl11егs Ьепсfit пюзе WllO believc 
с, 

9 поt."(]О :10J) 
(/) 

~ These Verses suggest that it is thГOllgh the obseгvation ofthe 
Е wonderfully dеsigпеd сгеаtiоп iп the heavens and the earth 

(/)
о

that we сап ппсегыагк! the greatness and wisdom of the 
Creator. If, hоwеvег, \ve Jet the iппаtе faclllties of 
obseгvation,understanding and faith die, АШih's signs in His 
сгеапоп ог in the spoken woгd which His Меssепgегs strove 
Ьап! to сопмеу, wil1 песет reach us апу тоге тлап speech 
reaches а deafрегзоп. 

At other times Не лпгосцсез the faclllty of the лпейест and 
insig11t iпtо the amazing creation of the Ьеа-еп в and the 
гпагсеюпв objects they contain: 

А Glimpse at the Beauty ofIslam 



"B1essed is Не W110 Ьаз гпаое сопstе11аtiопs iп Нте 

skies, апd placcd t11егсiп а [агпр [г.с. , tlle вцп] and а 

111О0П giviпg lig11t." (25:61) 

"lt is Не WllO гпаое t11C SLlП гаdiаtе а Ьгilliапt lig11t апd 

(11С П1О0П гейест а ILlstсг, апd огdаil1сd тог it stagcs, t11<1t 
уоц mig111 kпоw thc пшпоег огуеагз апё t11e гсскоппи; 

огшпе." (10 :5) 

"Не са пвез tl1c Ьгеаk оГdау; апd Не made tl1e nigll1 тог 

гезт апd пте SLII1 апd Пте 1110011 тог гескоппш." (6:96) 

"На уе тпеу поt [оокег! at tlle sky аооуе Птегп , I10W Wc 
11<1уе тпаое it and аdогпеd it, апс tllсге аге 110 tlaws iп 

it?" (50 :6) 

"Аги] 11<1ve гпеу not looked ппо tlle kiпgdоm of tllC 
[теау епв апё tlle еапп , апd аН tlliпgs t}шt АШНl I1<1S 
сгеаг её?" (7: 185) 

"[It is Не] W110 [тав сгсаtсd seven Ьеауеп в Оl1е аооме 

апогпег. No [псопргцпу сап уоц sce ill tlle сгеапоп of 
йте Most Вепейсепг, 'Птеп юок again: Сап уоц зее апу 

,"i[ts? Agail1 шгп уоцг visiol1 а sссопd пгпе: уоцг sig1lt 
wi11 [оп1у] гепцп (о уоц соп fLlsed агк! fatigHcd." (67 :3
4) 

Thc 1ast Vегsс makcs it obvioHS tl1at Аllаl1 's сгеацоп as 
гсргсsспtеd in the visible wогld is f1awless по гпапег how 
сюзегу wc obscrvc it. We wil1 find по f1aw in Allah 's 
handiwork. It is ош powers that wc shall find fai1 to go 
beyond а certain limit. This Verse, as wel1 as others, a1so 
invites цв to study and observe the ехtегпаl wor1d as пшппегу 

as оцг powers wil1 al1ow. 
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At certain times Не calIs оцг att ention to ponder оп t11e еапл 

and the various р]апts it contains: 

"Апё iп the ea rth а ге di ver5e tracts, аdj о i пiпg опе 

another, апd gardens of viпеs and fields sоw п wit11 

согп and ра1т tree s, growing out of s i пg1е гоотз ог 

otheгwis e ; Птеу аге watered with the sa me water, yet 

some of them We make тоге exce11ent than отп егв to 

eat. Therein , ve ri1y, аге s igп s [от а реор1е who 

uпdегstапd. " ( 13:4) 

We сап see р.апт э of ditТerent and t11e same kinds whieh а ге 

а11 fed Ьу the sa mc kind of water, yct t11e fruit thcy yie1d is 

to ta lIy diffегеп t [гот опе another in tas te, сою г and sme ll! 

" In t11is, veri1y, there is а s ig п." (26 :67) 

Тп some о тле г contexts Не invites us to refl eet оп water whic11 

Не sends down [гот thc sky, and which i[it was Hi s Will , Не 

could have make it bitter and undrinkabJe! 

"And We se nd down watcr [гот t11e sky aeeording to 

[due] гпеазцге, ап d We сацзе it to soak in пте soi1; апо 

Wc certainly а гс аЫе to dra in it off [wi tl1 ease]." 

(23: 18) 

Sometimes Не роiпt s out His Опепеss апо peerless 

гпапаяешсш агк] dispusa! of the aff'ctirs of tЬ с who!e 
цпгсегве. Сопs i dсг i пg thc unity of de sign and ршро зе in th is 

wопdег f111 шпмегв е of ours, а multiplicity of gods is 

ппейесш айу iпdеfепsiЫе : 

"АШil 11шs not гакеп ппго Нппве'Гапу5011, I10Г is Птеге 
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ап у other god along witl1 Him; in tl1<lt casc еа сЬ god 
would have taken away what he has created, and some 
о [ Пте гп WOllld э ц ге гу Ьаое ёопппатео оуе г о тпе гэ . 

Glorifiee\ Ье Allall а о оуе all tl1<lt Wl1icll тпеу аttгiЬutе to 
Him!" (23:9 1) 

Апотлег Уегз е eloql1ently states: 

"Tf тп еге had Ь ееп in tllem [i.c., thc Ь е аое пв and thc 
carthJ оthег gоd s besie\cs Allah, thcn sше\у Ьош wOl1 ld 
па ме gOl1e to ппп . G lог i fiсd тпеп Ье Allall, the Lord of 
tllC'Ппопе , аооме wl13t Н1СУ аtt г i Ьutе to Н im!" (2\ :22) 

Allah 's signs аге everywhere. The Оцгап is replete witll 
Ьеашцп! descriptive Verses тпат са]] llS to rcJlect оп tllese 
mаgпifiсепt , соппцевв sigпs witll tlle object of геаслшя tlle 
оомюц э fact ofHis existence . ТЬе Опгап says: 

"А mопg Н is signs is tllis tl1<lt Не сгеатео уоц [го т 

оцэт ; and тпеп, Ьеl1Оld, уоц аге гпеп асапегео [Гаг апd 

wie\eJ! Ап еl агпопя Н is sigl1s is this tl13t Не сгсаt еd [ог 

уоц mates [гот arпопg уошвс'мев , tl13t уо ц тпау dwell 
i п t гапqllilli tу witll птс гп , апё Не Ьаз рш [ оме апс 

гпегсу bctwccl1 уоцг [ Ьеап в ] . Vег ilу iп tlш t аге sigпs 

[01' тповс wl1О гейест . Апс among His sigпs is т ле 

сгеаtiоп oftlle Ьеамепз апе\ Пте еапп, апё Пте мапапопя 

[п уоцг lаl1gшgсs апd уо цг союгз . Vегi lу i п tlшt аге 

sigп s Гог Пюзс ',.,,]10 kllow. Агш агпопяН is si gпs is Lll~ 

slcep 111<1t уоц takc Ьу пig llt апd Ьу day, апо пю qllcst 
tl1<lt уоц make [foг livеl i l1Ооd] ош о!' His Воппгу. 

Vегil у iп шаг аге sigпs [01' пто ве wl1О Ьагксп, Апс 
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a1110l1g Н is sigl1s, Не SllOWS уоц tl1e ligl 1tспil1g, Ьу way 
botl1 оНеаг агк! OfllOPC, апd Не зепёэ dоwп гаiп t[0111 
the sky апс \vitl1 it gives Ше (о Пте еапп апег it is dead: 
Vегilу пт that аге sigl1s 1'01' Пюзе WllO аге wise. Апё 

Ш11О11~ Н is sigпs is tl1is tl1at Ьеамеп апd еапп втапо Ьу 

His Согпгпапё. 'Птеп wl1еп Не calls уоц Ьу а siпglе 

са" 1'Г0111 the еШ111, bellOld, уоц [stгаigl1twау] С0111е 

[OrtI1. То Hi111 belol1gs емегу Ьеiпg tlшt is 111 Пте 

пеауепв and tl1e еапл. А" аге devolltly оЬеdiепt (О 

Нiш ." (30:20-6) 

"Не created tl1e Ьеачепв witllOlIt апу pillars tl1at уоц 

сап see; Не set оп Пте еапп гпоцпгашв stапdil1g fiпп, 

lest it SllOlIld shake witll уоц; апс Не scattered tl1ГOllgll 

it beasts О[ all kiпds. We вепо do\'m гаiп [1'0111 tlle sky 
апd ргоёцсе оп tlle еагтп еуегу kiпd ot' поЫе сгеагцге, 

iп pairs. Sllcl1 is the сгеаtiоп of АШil1. Now SllOW Ме 

wlшt is шеге птаг отпегз besides Н i111 [гаме created. 
Nay, Ьш пте tгапsgгеssогs аге iп гпаппевт еггог." 

(31: 10-1) 

"It is АШil1 WllO сацвез Пте seed gгаiп and tl1e date 
stопе to split and зргош. Не сацвез tl1e liviпg to isslle 
[гогп пте dead. Апё Не is тпе Опе to cause the dead to 
issue [гогп tl1e living. 'Птаг is АШН1: tllеп how аге уоц 

deluded away [ГО111 tlle тгшп? Не it is tl1<1t cleaves tl1e 
daybreak [погп tlle dark]. Не гпакез Пте пigl1t for геst 

апо tгапquillitу, and tlle SllП and tlle 111О0П [ог tl1e 
гескоппи; [огшпе]: зцсп is tl1ejlldgmel1t апё огdегil1g 

01' [Нпп], the Exalted iп Powel', Пте Опшisсiепt . It is 
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Не Wlю шаkеs тпе stars [as Ьеасопв] [ог уоц, tllat уоц 

гпау gllide yourselves, witll their help, throllgll tile 
dark spaces о[ lal1d апо sea.We detail Оцг sigl1s [ог 

people wlю kпоw. It is Не Wlю lшs produced you fгош 

а sil1g1e зоц] : птеп шеге is а гсstiпg place апd а 

геровпогу. We dctail Оцг sigпs [от people wlю 

нпdегstапd. 11 is Не Wlю sепds dоwп гагп [ro111 tlle 
skies: witll it Weрюduсе vеgеtаtiоп о[ а" kil1ds: fгош 

sоше We ргоduсе gгееп [crops], ош of wilicll We 
ргосцсе, сlоsе-сошроuпdеd gгаiп out oftile datc раlш 

апd its slleatlls [of spates] [согпе] сшвтегз of dates 
lшпgil1g low апс пеаг: апс [Птеп тпеге аге] gагdспs of 
grapcs апп olivcs, апd рогпеагапатез, еасп siшilаг [ш 

kil1d] yet diffсгепt [il1 variety]: whel1 гпеу begil1 to bear 
tJ:uit, feast уоцг eyes witll tlle fПlit апс Пте препевз 

шегеот, Веlюld! 111 птезе tllil1g Птеге аге sigl1s for 
people wlю believe." (6:95-99) 
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ТЬе Qur'i:in not опlу invites us to contemplate Al1i:ih's signs 
but also to draw lessons [гот history Ьу finding out about the 
end of past nations who rejected Faitl1 апс followed their 

whims and desires. It invites us to contemplate how the 
kingdoms and empires that were опсе f10urishing brought 

about their own ruin as а гезцп of their disobedience to the 
Law ofАl1аЬ: 

сп 

1::: 
О 

.~	 "00 Птеу not travel tl1rougl1 tl1e carth, and see wlшt was 
Z	 the end of tlюsе before them [wlю did evil]? ABi:i11 

brought utter dеstгuсtiоп ироп гпегп, апd вппйаг [fates 
await] tlюsе who геjесt АШil1." (47: 10) 

"Do they not travel tlHough the еапп, and see wlшt was 

tl1c епd of tlюsе Ьетоге тпегп? 'Птеу wеге зцрепог to 

птегп iп stгепgtl1: they til1ed tl1e soil апd populated it iп 

gгеаtсг пшnЬегs than thcsc Ьауе done: thеге сате to 
тпегп theiI" Меssепgегs witl1 сlеаг signs [which Птеу 

rejected to theiI" оwп севпцспоп]: it was пот Al1i:il1 wlю 

wroпgсd them, but Птеу wгongcd tl1eir оwп souls." 
(30:9) 

"00 they not tгаvсl thгougl1 tl1e lапd, so tlшt tl1eirпеапз 

[and шiпds] тау tlшs [еагп wisdom and tl1eirears тау 
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tlllls [еагп to [теаг? Тгшу it is поt the eyes tl1at аге Ыiпd, 

Ьш Пте [теапз W]l iC]l аге iп tl1CiI" Ьгсаsts." (22:46) 

"Does it поt геасп Птегп а [еззоп, ]lOW гпапу 

gспсгаtiопs We destгoycd Ьеюге Птегп, iп WllOSC 
d\усlliпgs тпсу [поw] walk аоош? Vсгilу ш t]13t аге 

sigпs. WOllld Птеу поt тпеп Пвгеп?" (32:26) 

Опе of the еуе-орепiпg s tог i еs thаt is гереаtеdlу mепtiопеd 

iп tl1e Quг ' an is that ofMoses апd РЬагаоЬ. Pharaoh was а 

у егу stubbol11 and сгце ] oppressor who епs lаvеd the 
Israelites and refused to accept the truth that Moses 
рге s епtеd to him аlоп g with other numerous clear signs. His 
wealtll and splendor was of по benefit to him whеп Allah's 

с:'"
Decree сате to pass. The Ошвп says ofhim when Ье was .9 

<ii z
dгоwпiпg in tlle Red Sea: '" 

с, '" 
"Ппз day sl1311 we save уоц in уоцг body, тпаг уоц гпау Е 

о...::Ье а sign to those WllO согпе айег уоц! BlIt vсгilу, 
с:'"
огпапу агпоги; гпапкпк! аге 11ccdlcss 01' Оцг sigпs!" '" (1) '" (10:92) ....J 
ео 
с: 

. ~ 

.... '" 
а 
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It was АШih's Will that the Pharaoh's earthly гешаiпs Ье 

preserved to Ье а sign to шап. The шаtегiа\ ргезепсе of the 
шuшшifiеd body of the тап who knew Moses and resisted 
his p\eas is still with us. 

The stories that the Оцгап шепtiопs , аге not шеапt for 
entertainment but for reflection. The Qur' ап says: 

"Тле ге is, in tl1eir stories, [п втгцспоп for гпе п епо пео 

wit]1 uпdег stапdiп g . " (12:]11) 

The Оцгап instructs the Prophet ~ to relate these stories for 
the same purpose: 

"Зо relate the stories; ре гс па псе шеу гпау reflect." 
(7: 176) 
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The world is ап entity created Ьу God [АШih] Гог me aningful 

purposes. Не has not created anything without а purpose : 

"Апd We created 110t the пеамеп and еапп апd all tl1at 

between шегп, witl1011t рцгрозе!" (38:27) 

Creation is пот for idle sport ог play, as the Qur':ln states in 

тапу Verses. All:lh has а serious purpose behind it: 

"1 l1ave created 110t Пте jiПI1 апо гпапкпк! except tl1at 

пте у Sl1011 ld WOI'Sll ip Ме ." (51 :56) 

This Vers e il1dicates that God [All:lh] created human Ь еiпgs 

апd the j iпп in ord er to worship Him. Мапу people nowadays 
il1cluding some Muslims think that worship is limited 10 
religious ri111als onl y such as рга уег, charity and fasting. This 

rather di s10rted meaning of worship has по place iп lslam. 

Sil1ce the teachings ofIslam encompass а11 aspects ofl ife, а 11 

human acts аге deemed acts of worship if they аге done for 
A11:lh alone and in accordance with Hi s Divine Law and the 

teachings of His Last Messenger. lslam appreciates noble 
motives and honorable intentions behind all ас тв and 
abundantly reward s them. The Ргорпегй says: 

"Аспопз агс Ьу [пгсппопв. апо емегу регяоп \Л'illlш\ 'с 

V\'I1atI1C l1as пиеппео ." (АI-Вuklu/гi (111(1 Muslim) 
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The two conditions mentioned аооуе аге like а 'magic 

wand', which tums daily lawful practices into great acts of 

worship. 1f, for instance, опе takes а meal with the intention 
of being in good health to better fulfil one's obligations 

towards АШih, one's fellow human beings and oneselfin the 

таппег prescribed Ьу АШih, опе will certainly receive а 

great reward for such а good intention. 

Decent work, which does not involve foгbidden activities 

like cheating and deceiving people, is ап act of worship; 

eating and drinking with the intention to gain strength to 

worship АШih better is ап act of worship; еуеп having 

intimate relations with one's wife is ап act of worship. 'Пте 

Prophet ~ опсе told his Companions: 

"Уо ц \vi 11 Ьс "cwaI'lle(! еуеп wl1e l1 уоц l:щ~аgе 111 

зехиа] [пгегсоцгзс [witll уоцг \vives] ." 

Astonislled, Пте Согпрапюпз asked, "How сап We gct 
ГСWШ'dеd Гог sаtisГуiпg оцг [эехиаг] оезпе?" 'Пте 

Ргорпет ~ askcc! птсгп, " If уоц satisfy уоцг dсsiгсs 

цп la\vftl 11 У, \\'ill уоц Ьс со гпппшп]; а ып Гог doil1g 
во?" Тпеу гсрliсd, "Уез." "Likcwisc," 11С said, "Ьу 

sаtisfуiпg it la\vt'lIlly [\\Iitll уоцг wives] уоц will Ье 

rc\varded Гог it." (МиэПт} 

Worship is all-inclusive and шсшсез пшпегоцв things that 

тапу people mistakenly deem insignificant. The Prophet ~ 

says: 

"Rссеiviпg уоцг [Мцэй гп] Ьгоптег witl1 а зпп!е is а 

fопn оГ сl1агitу.11еlрiпg а регзоп to loa(111i5 апппа! is а 
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топп оГ спапгу, апd ptlttillg зогпе watcr ill your 
11cigl1boг 's Ьцскег is а ГОП11 огспаг! ty." (А /-Buk//{I"i) 

"Оо поt сопsidсг апу аст 01' goO(il1css il1siglliflcal1t. 
суеп [Г it is rcceivil1g уоцг [Мпзйгп] Ьгогпег \\lit11 а 

зпп!с ." (A/-Buk//{I,-i) 

"Еуегу асг ofgoodncss is il1 fact ап аст огспапгу." (А/

Buk//(in) 

[п а пutshе11, the сопсерt ofwoгship iп Is1am is a11-inclusive 
so lопg as the two conditions mепtiопеd аооуе аге met. This 
thought imbues а Muslim's heart with great joy when he 

.realizes that а11 his асtiопs аге acts of worship. This уегу 

tllOught is Ьоuпd to help а Muslim to сапу out all асtiопs 

сопsсiепtiоuslу iп order to wiп АШih 's Pleasure, whether he 
is alone ог with his superioгs Ьесацзе he knows that he is 
watched at а11 times Ьу the Опе Who is the А11-Watcher. 
Neither slumЬеглог sleep overtakes Him. 
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Islam is а уегу sirnple religion with а very clear and sirnple 
set ofbeliefs and practices. It is also а мегу easy religion. The 
Qur'an says: 

"Не [АШill] has пот laid L1рОП УОll ш геligiОI1 апу 

lшгсislliр." (22:78) 

'Пте Pl"Opllet :i says: 

"Тllis 1"Cligioll rог IslШll] is усгу еаву, агк! WllOCVCI" 
о\/егЬшdt?IlS 11imsclf [п 11is 1"Сligiоп \villllot Ье ablc 10 

соппппе ill 111at \уау. 50 уоц SllOllld 110t Ьс схггсппык. 

Ьш try 10 Ье пеаг 10 репесноп ..."(А I-ВlIk//{(гi) 

'A.ishah lp-11Y"'J the Prophet's wife said: 

"WIH:l1cvel" А 115.11 's Мсььспсег .~ was (1 iмсп tllC
ь ь 

орропцппу to споозе Ьеtwссп two tllillgs, [те wOLlld 
al\vays споозе Пте еаыег alld tlle гпоге сопvепiспt 

tlliпgs." (AI-ВlIk//{(гj) 

Islam assures its followers that Allah will ассер! frorn thern 
just such duty as they have the ability to о ffeг. The Qur'an 
says: 

"Оп по воц! cloes АШil1 place а Ьшёеп greater Птап it 
сап Ьеаг:"(2:286) 
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Is!am allows [ог the various circumstances опе тау 

encounter in one's !ife, and thus pгovides better and easier 
altematives тог its followers. То c!arify 
this point we will consider two 
examp!es . Saldt [ргауег] in Is!am is 
сопвю егео inva!id without the 
performance of Wudhu J [ablution] . А 

Muslim is required to perform аЫutiоп 

Ьу wаshiпg some parts ofhis ог her body 
with water. This requirement, however, 
сап uпdег certain circumstances Ье 

substituted with Тауаттит, ог the 
wipil1g оуег the [асе апd hands with 
с!еап dust, sапd ог earth. The Qur 'an 
says: 

"О уоц W]lO be!ieve! Wl1el1 уоц 

ппсгп! to оfГег Salftt [ргауег] , 

wasll your faces апо уоцг l1ands 
[fогеагшs] пр to ге e!bows; ]'иЬ [Ьу 

passil1g wet l1al1ds оуег] уоцг 

11cads агк! [wash] уоцг fect цр го 

tllc ank!cs. lf уоц аге in а state of 
сегегпогпа] ппрцгпу [as а гевцп of 
зехца! dischargc] , Ьагпе уоиг 

whole body. But if уои аге i1l, ог 

011 а [оцгпеу, ог апу отуоц согпез 

[гогп al1swering tllC са1l от пашге , 

ог уоц l1avC Ьесп [п соптасг witll 
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wоmеп [i.e., зехпа! [пгегсошве] , апо you fiпd по 

water, тпеп take foг уоцгвегсез clean sand ог еапл , агк! 

rub tl1crewitl1 уоцг faccs апd Iшпds. АШill does пот 

wish to place you in а difficulty, Ьш to гпаке you clean, 
and to complete His favor to уоц , that уоц тпау Ье 

gl·atefll1." (5:6) 

There is по пееd [ОГ mаkiпg up [ОГ fаstiпg if someone eats ог 

drinks forgetfl111y ог mistakenly ог ппёег threat ог 

согпршзюп. АШih says: 

"Вш if опе is forced Ьу песеззпу, withollt willtu1 
disobedience, пог trasgressil1g опе 1imits, тпеп Ье is 
glliltless." (2: 173) 

Т11С Prophet ~ says: 

..\ [юеуег torgetfully еатз ог clril1k - \Vllilc faslil1g 
hOllld completc Ili ' Га п: tOJ" it is Allfill \\'110 11as t'ed 11im 

gi\ 'cI111im to dгil1k:' (.i/-B//k//{in·al1d \l//slim) 

"Тлеге is 110 песо [ог согпрслзапоп тог . о гпеопе \\'110 

Ьа ' Ьсеп оусгсогпе Ьу \'omitil1g \\'Ilile Castil1g ." · (AI

Накин) 

.. lу tЪJlо\vегs [г .е . Мцвйгпэ] аге ехсцвес Гог 

[шппгеппопаг] еггог. tЪгgсtfllll1еs апо tllat \\'Ilicllтпеу 

11ауе Ьсеп гогсео to do agail1sl ll1t~ir \\'ill:' (А/ 

ТаЬапiн i) 
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Is!am is ап aH-еmЬгасiпg way ot' Ше. It extends оуег the 

entire spectrum of !ife showing how to conduct all human 

activities in а sound and \vho!esome таппег. It does not allow 

а hierarchy of priests ог intermecliaries between God and 
human beings, по far- fetched abstractions, and по 

comp!icated rites and ritua!s. Everybody сап readi!y 

understand the Qur'an and fol!ow in the footsteps of the 

Prophet ~, to the best of his ог her ability, assured Ьу Allah 

that Не wi!! accept {гот each sou! just зцсп duty as it has the 
abi!ity to опег: 

"Оп 110 sou! cloes Allah place а Ьшdеп greater тпап it 

сап Ьеаг." (2:286) 

When we read the Qur'an ог the Prophetic traditions, we find 
instructions in аН aspects of !ife, po!itica!, social, economic, 
materia!, ethica!, nationa! and intemationa!. These 

instructions provide us with аН тпе detai!s needed to perform 

а certain act. The Prophetic traditions go as таг as showing us 
а]! the steps we need to follow еуеп how to use the toi!et: 

supplications ироп entering it and !eaving it, which 113nd to 
use in order to с!еап ourselves, and so оп. In а word, Islam 
governs а Мцвйгп's life in al! its aspects . This is the reason 

why it is not оп!у а religion but агзо а way oflife. 
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lslam does not recognize апу kind of separation between 
геligiоп and life. It орепlу rejects the westel11 saying, 
"Render шпо Caesar what is Caesar's, and unto God what is 
God's"; for every thing should Ье dedicated to God аlопе; 

and а Muslim is required to submit 11imselfcompletely to tl1e 
WillofАШih in а11 his affairs: 

"Say: "Ггшу, ту ргауег, ту sасгitlсе, ту liviпg апd 

ту dyil1g аге тог АШil1, tl1e Lord of тле wогlds. No 
раппет Ьав Нс: tl1is агп Iсопппапоео. апd 1агп tlle fiгst 

оfllюsс wlю stlbl1lil 10 His Will." (6: 162) 

Islam does not believe in wishful thinking. 1t clearly states 
that righteous сопёцсг must Ье followed Ьу belief in АШil1. 

ТhеQur'fш says: 

"Гог пюве WllO believe апd wогk deeds of 
J"igl1tCOllSlless i а П':WШ'd Ilшl will пемег [t'ail]." (41:8) 

"Тlюsс wlю bclieve апё wогk гigll1еОllSI1СSS,jоу is то г 

гпетп апо а Ы issflllplacc от'] Ппа'] гешгп." (13:29) 
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lslаш is а universa1 religion. The Messengers prior то the 
advcnt of the Prophet Мuhашшаd ~ were sent to their 

respective peoples, as the Qur 'an says: 

"We did iпdееd sепсl, Ьетоге уоц, Меввегщегв to tlleir 
[respective] peoples, апd тпсу саше to гпегп witll clear 

sigпs." (30:47) 

The Prophet Muhammad ~ was 110t sent to а particular tribe 
гасе or set ofpeop1e, but rather to аl1 шапkiпd, as the Qш'ап 

says: 

"We Iшvе пот sепt уоц Ьш as а Мезвепяег to all 
гпапкпк], giviпg тпегп glad tidiпgs, апd wагпiпg гпегп 

[аgаiпst siп], Ьш 1110st ofгпеп kпоw ПО1." (34 :28) 

"Зау : 'О l11апkiпd! 1 агп sепt цпю уоц all, as tlle 

Меssепgег оt'АШih, 10 WllOl11 Ьеlопgs tlle dОl11iпiоп от' 

t11e Ьеауепа апd Пте еап]т' ." (7: 158) 

"Wc sеп t уоц п01 Ьш as а гпегсу tor all Пте паtiопs ." 

(2 1:107) 

These апd siшilаг other Verses ofthe Qur'an point to the [ас: 

1hat there is now по question of гасе or nation, of а "chosen 
people" ог the "seed of АЬгаhаш" or that ofDavid; of Jew ог 

Gentile, Arab or non-Arab, white or союгеё. The expression 
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"аН гпапкпк!" il1 the аооче-гпегшопео Verses point to the 
universal and everlasting character ofthe шеssаgе оfIslаш. 

1t is worthwhile to note here that аН the Ме взепяегз before 
Мцпапцпао ~ саше with certain шiгасlеs to lend support to 
the ше ssаgе with which Allah had з е гп тлегп. These шiгасlеs 

were confined to their tiше and the place where they were 
sent . Moses had а rod which, when he threw it, would ппп 

into а snake. Не did this in the presence of the Pharaoh to 
ргоме to hiш and to his шаgiсiапs that he was truly sent fгош 

God. Thi s snake quickly swallowed ир the шаgiсiапs' rope s 
and rods th:,1.t seemed to шоvе about like snakes. Не also ц вео' 
it to strike а dry path for his followers through the Red Sea 
into the Sinai Решп зц!а. They crossed оп foot while 
Pharaoh, who саше in ршвшг with his troops, was 
оvеrw11еlшеd Ьу the sea. Не and his шеп all perished wl1ile 
Moses and his followers safely crossed the sea. 

JeSllS Chri st, son of Магу, who had а пшасшоцв birth, was 
also supported with certain шiгасlеs, which were restricted 
to his tiше. Не would, Ьу Allah 's leave, шаkе ош ofclay the 
figше of а bird and breathe into it, then it Ьесаше а ге аl bird 
with f1esh and blood! Не would also сцге the blind and the 
lepers, raise the dead and infonn Н1е people ofwhat they ate 
and stored in thei!'hошеs , Ьу Al]ah 's leave! 

The Prophet Мцпапппаё ~ was also вцрропес with 
пшпегоц в шiгасlеs, the greatest of all is the Noble Оцг'йп 

which is stillin its ~6riginal fonn and which will continue to 
gllide peopleand illuшiпаtеtheir hearts and sOlllstill t11e Оау 

of Judgшепt! The Qш'ап is Allah's Word and whoever 
еаП1еstlу wishes true guidance should read and study the 
Qш 'ап: 
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" И' тпе ге were а Qш'ап with Wllich пюuпtаiп s eould Ье 

пюvеd [тгогп theiI" plaees] , ог tlle еагйт eould Ье еlо vеп 

аsuпd ег ог the dead eould Ье made to speak [tllis would 
Ьс thc оп е!] ." ( 13:3 ]) 

The Оцгвп has по dагk согпегз or ambiguous expressions. It 
speaks elearly апd guides to the right path. It is stгаight, elear 
апd цпоегвгапсао]е.Тлегеш по сопшыоп is to Ье found: 

Praisc Ье to АШill W1ю Ьаз sеп t to His se rvant [i.e., 

Мцпаппп ао ~] the Book апd Iшs allowed шегегп по 

егооkеdпеss . [Не лаз made it] stra igl1t [ апd clear] iп 

о гdе г tl1at Не тау wam [the di sbe]ievers] ofa tеггiblе 

ршп в пгп епг йот Him, апd t]шt Не тау give glad 
ti di пgs to Пте Ьеl i еvегs who wо гk гiglltеОllS deeds, t]шt 

Птеу s lш l l Iшvс а goo dly геwагd , whегеiп тпеу s lш ll 

геmаi п тог еуег," ( ! 8: 1-2) 

It is а guide to all, and to those who accept its guidапсе, а 

sошсе ofmercy and the way to salvation. Alliih'instructs us to 

eamestly seek to uпdегstапd it : 

" 00 Птеу пот птеп ea mestly seek to шшегвтапё Пт е 

О цгй п, ог is t lш1 тпеге аге locks цр оп tlle iI" леап з?" 

(4 7:24) 

It is not meant тог опе e]ass or гаее; it is uпivегsаl and is 
аddгеssеd 10а]] the wогlds: 

"Vегilу tllis is по less тлап а message 10а ll tlle worlds." 
(81 :27) 

The fact that it is still with us in its origina] [опп is а сгеаг 

iпdiсаtiоп ofthe universality ofIslam. 
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Islam stгеssеs тоdегаtiоп in eveгything and сотшапds its 
fоllоwегs to eschew а11 ехtга vаgапсеs in апу diгесtiоп. It 
takes deep iпtегеst in the зршша! as well as the таtегiаl 

well-being of тап. It сотшапds its fо110wегs to ргераге 

themselves [ог the Негеаftег while at the same time lawft.l11y 
enjoying their рогпоп oflife as long as they do not tгапsgгеss 

the limits set Ьу АШih. The Оцг'йп says: 

"Seek, \\,itll [tlle wealtll] wl1icll А Шilllшs bestowecl оп 

уо ц, tlle Ноте оУ tlle Нсгеап ег, пог fогgеt youг 

ро гпоп iп tllis wо г ld." (28:77) 

'Ali d",p, son of АЬи TaIib, the fошth rightly-guided caliph , 
said: 

"Woгk тог уоцг life as though уои аге going to live 
[огем ет, and work тог уоцг Негеаft ег as though уои аге 

going to die tотоггоw. " 

Опсе the ргауегs аге репогшес , the believers аге 

епсошаgеd to go аоош their business: 

"Апо wllеп tlle ргауег is tinislled, тпеп disрегsе il1 Пте 

lапd апd seek of АШill'S Вошпу, апd гегпегпосг Allall 
fгеqt1епtlу tlшt уоц гп а у рговрег,' (26: IО) 

The Islamic сошзе is опе о[ eqllitable апd reali stic 
шоdегаtiоп and the Qш ' ап call s Muslims а jt.lst nation: 
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" Т! llI S Iш\!с Wc гпаое 01' уоц а jlls1 (агк! 111С bcst) 
паиоп. jllstly Ьашпсеп ." (2 :143) 

Uп li kе отлег ге l ig iопs ап d ideologies, Isla111 does п оt stress 
tl1e зршша! at tl1C expense of' Пте гпатепа] , о г vice versa. 
Ratller. i1 brings both of Пт егп into 11 аГ111 0ПУ. Ы агп 

C0111111ends moderation \vhi'e оЬsегviпg оц г religious duties 
ап d stгопglу сопdеmпs going to the extremes in this respect. 
Fо llо \v i пg Пт е шidсllе course iп worsll ip is tJle best 
altematiуе as well as the пашга] way of" disсhагgiпg оц г 

duties 10wards оц г Creator. Isla111 PfOl1ibits us f1-0 111 
оvегЬшdеп i пg ошsе l vеs \Nith dutie s тпа: аге bound to put lIS 
ofT пте ге ligiо п altogether, It геошгеэ us to di sс!ш гgе о цг 

dllties w i th i п оцг сараспу, апd to Цт е best 01' оц г ability. The 
Qur ' ап says : 

"А 11 511 il1tсш\s Гог уоц еазе. аl1(1 Не соез 110t \\ 'Ш1t 10 
гпаке tl1i пgs di Гticlll t [ог уоц." (2: J85) 

"Оп 110 зоц! does Allfll1 place а Ьпгпеп gгеаtcг Птап it 
сап Ьеаг." (2:2Rб) 

'Alxlllll<i11 11il1 Jйl1iI' l.~ .:3.1 \ ~) sai<.l: "1 Ilsc(1 10 oITL'I' 
аll 111С ргаусгз 11cllil1(1 tl1c Рго рпс : .":.. <.ll1cll поti<.:с(1 tlшt 

11is ргаусг \\as оI'ПlO(!спltе Icl1gtl1 аПllllis зеппоп. гоо. 

\\as оl"пю(!сгаtеJel1gtll ," (Л/щ/im) 

А I-Вukhdгf апd Musl im героп tl131 thге е people саmе to Пте 

Ьоц зе of' tl1e Ргорп ет ~ 10 iпquiге аоош !lis way 01' \VО ГS!liр, 

Whеп т пеу were [пюпп ес thereof, they сопsidегеd tl1еiг own 
\\iOrsI1 ip ill si gllifi с апt and said, " We аге 110 way пе аг tl1e way 
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ofоftегiпg 11is worship whi1e AlНih has fогgivеп his past апd 

шшге siпs." Опе оппегп said, "1 will епgаgе iп devotions аН 

пight lопg." Another said, "1 will fast every sing1e day and 1 
willпеvег miss а day without fasting." The third опе said, "1 

will keep away from women and 1will never get тапiеd." 

When the Prophet ~ was inforrned ofwhat they had said, he 

ca11ed тлегп апd said to Птегп, "Ву АШih! 1 fear АШih тоге 

than а11 ofуои, and 1агп the most duti [и 1ofall ofуои to Нцп . 

But 1 sometirnes fast апd sometimes 1 dоп't; 1perform Saldt 
[prayer] for а рап oftl1e night and sleep, and 1гпапу wотеп. 

So whoever пппз away тгогп ту way [oflife] is пот ofте." 

Islam соттапds its followers to take а middle соцгзе 

Ьеtwееп Ьеiпg stingy апd extravagance, Ье it in theiJ" 

ordinary spending ог in сhагitу. They s110111c\ strike а 

perfect1y jl1st гпеазцге between Пте two ехтгегпез. ТЬе 

Огц ' [111 says : 

"А пс let поt уо цг 11311(1 Ье tied [\ikc а пп зег ] to уо ш 

ncck , пот s tгеtс 11 it [огtl1 10 its шгпозт геас п [1i kc а 

sрепd t h гift's], lest уоц Ьесогпе Ыагпес/оппу апё 

dcstitlltC." ( 17:29) 

'Пте Qш'f1l1 describes the devoted slaves of Аllаl1 as tlюsе 

who: 

"Whe l1 they ьрепо, аге пеппсг схtгаvаgапt пог stil1gy 

Ьш 110lcl а гпе сй шп [way] Ьсгс/ес п шозе [ехт гегпеэ]." 

(25:67) 

'Пте Qш' ал еуеп cal1s зрепотлп fts "brothers of Satan" 

because oft11ei1" foolishness. The Satan [е11 Ьу his iпgгаtitнdе 
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to АШil1, so those who misuse ог sqшшdег АШih 's gifts аге 

агзо lшgl"atеful (о АШih : 

"А ги! гспоег (о tllC kiпdгсd tllciI" due ,"igl1ts апd to thc 
роог апd to Пте wауfагег, but squапdсг not [уоц г 

wcaltll] in tllC гпаппсг о Г а sрепd tll г i ft. Vcrily 
sрспd tl1Г i fts аге Ьгошегв of Sаtап . Апd thc Sаtап is 
еус г uпgга tе !'ul to 11is Lогd . " (17:26-7) 

Сотппп tting excess ог waste is stгiсtlу fшЬidсlеп: 

" Waste пот Ьу cxcess, [о г Allatl loves пот Пт с wаstегs ." 

(6:14 1) 

"Еа т апd dгiпk , Ьш wastc пот , Го г А Шill loves 110t tlle 
wаstе гs ." (7:3 1) 

The Prophet ~ says: 

"Тле сllildгсп оГАdшп Iшvс пот fillcd а ' vesscl' woгsc 

tlшп tllciI" зюгпаспз . А fcw тогsеls wOl1ld Ье sllfficiet 
тог птсгп (о kccp зоц! апсl bocly tоgеtllСГ. If тпеу Iш\'с 

(о, Птеп Птеу SllOlIld allow а t lliгсl [ог tllcir food, а tlliгd 

[ог tllciI" dгil1k апd а tlliгd [ог сану Ьгсаtlliпg ." (А/ 

Ti,-mi{llIiаl1{/!lm м{иаМ . 

'Пте Оцгап сопоешпз tl1e Jews апс the Сhгistiапs because 
ofthe excesses they had committecl ш тлеп' геligiоп: 

"о People of'tlle Book! Do поt excccd tlle limits set iп 

уоцг ,"cligiOll, пог say of Allal1 апуйпп]; Ьш пю ггшп. 

JeslIs Сппвг, tllC 50П 01' Магу, was [по тоге гпап] а 

Меssспgсг 01' А 11:111 агк! His Wогс!, Wllicll Не 
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bestowed оп Магу апd а sрiгit сгеатес Ьу Нпп; so 
be1ieve iп АШ1l1 and His Меssепgегs. Say not "Птгее 

[Trinity]'! Cease! lt is Ьепег тог уоц . FогАШil1 is Опе 

God, gloгy Ье to Нпп, Еаг Exalted is Не аооуе 11аviпg 

а sоп . То Нпп bclong аН t11at is iп пте ]1еаvепs апd iп 

the еапп , Апd Sllffiсiспt is АШih as а Disposel" of 
аtТаiгs." (4: 171) 
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Islam brought Кnowledge when the whole world was 
engulfed in utter ignorance. The first Verse the Prophet of 
lslamreceived fготАШihwas: 

"Read! Iп the Name оfуошLогdWhоhas created [ аН 

that exists] . Не пав сгеаtеd тап [гот а clot [а piece of 
thick coaglllated blood] . Read! And уоцг Lогd is the 
Most Воцпптц], Wlю Ьав tallgl1t [wгitiпg] Ьу the реп . 

Не lшs tallght тап tlшt whicl1 he knew not." (96:1-5) 

This Vегsе гергезешз the first spark еуег to dispel the 
dагknеss of igпогапсе in which the wогld had Ьееп 

iттегsеd . It awakened in тап the faculty of thinking and 
шgеd him to wогshiр the true God. It is throllgh knowledge 
that we сап uпdегstапd АШih better and seгve him Ьепег, The 
Prophet ~ states in а tгаditiоп that АШih does not like to Ье 

worshipped out of ignorance. The еагlу gепегаtiоп of 
Muslims Ьесате in а тпапег of а few уеагs а nation 
knowledgeable in religious as well as in worldly matters, 
after having groped in the darkness of ignorance [ог 

centuries. АШih reminds the Muslims of His immeasurable 
bounties: 

"Не га г вес among Пте шпепегес people а Мезэепрег 

[гот агпопц шегпэегссз, гесшпр впю тпегп His Vегsеs 

рцп tying Птегп апd teaching Птегп thc Book and 
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, , i) ' 

wisdol11. Апс vcrily гпеу 11ad Ьсеп bcfore iп гпапйезг 

еггог," (62:2) 

Кnowledge is of two types: religious, whicl1 has to do witll 
ше lшdСl' stаl1dil1 g of thc religious duties опе is геquiгеd to 
сап)' out, апо tешрогаl, which has to do with the тпапегз of 
this woгld . А Мusliш is геquiгеd to асquiге both types 01' 
knowledge. Religious knowledge is а шust because without 
it опе will not Ье аЫе to di sсhагgе tl1e епjоiпеd duties in the 
ргеsсгiЬеd гпаппег, The Ргорпег ~ says: 

"АШill will gгапt tl1e kпоwlсdgс 01' Islаш to wllOevcr 
Нс wal1ts good Гог 11 пп ." (А /-Buk//(il'i агк! M/ls/im) 

Islаш епсошаgеs the acquisition of kпоwlеdgе апd шаkеs 

сгеаг its g]'eat гсwагd. The Ргорhеt i;rj, says: 

"AllftI1 гпаксз tl1C way to Рагасlisс easy [ог 11il11 W}lO 
tгеас\s tllC Рат]: пт зеагсп оПшоwlcdgе ." (M/ls/im) 

"Не \VllO goes tогtl1 iп зсагсп of kпоwlс<.\gе will Ье [п 

AllftI1'S way lll1tilllC гешгпз." (At-ПП71i(/IIГ) 

"Не \VI1O follows а раш iп qllcst оГ kпоwlсс\gс, AII5Il 
wiП тпаке Пте pall1 10 Paradisc casy 10I" [ппт . 'Птс L1пgсls 

lowcI" tl1CiI" wil1gs [ог Пте зеекег о!' kпоwlсdgе, bcillg 
plcasccl witll wlшt 11С docs . Т\1С iпlшЫtапts of Пте 

пеа уепв al1d Пте еапп апс сvсп tlle fisl1 iп тпс <.Ieplll оГ 

tl1e occans seek tогgivспсss 10I" Ilim. 'Пте вцрепогпу от' 

Пю [сагпес рсгзоп оусг tl1e CIeVUllt \VОГS!liррсг is like 
tl13t oftl1C 11100П оусг Пте гевг oftl1e staгs . 'Пте [еагпеё 

агс Пте 11еiгs 01' Пте Ргорпегз: Пте Prophets Ьеспеат ]: 

пеппег dil1aI" '1Ог diгlшm Ьш опlу kпоwlсdgс; апо 'н: 

\VllO аспшгез it 11<IS iп fact асошгес ап аыlпdапtt 

рогпоп ." (А (- ТiПl1i(//n) 
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Beneficial тешрога! knowledge is also а must and 
Muslims аге encouraged to acquire it in order to 
benefit themselves and thcir fellowmen. When the 
еапу Мusliшs understood this fact, they excelled аll 

отлег nations and сапiеd the 
torch of knowledge Гог 

шапу сепшпев. As TW. 
Wallbank and А. Schrier put 
it: 

"In шеdiсiпе, шаthешаtiсs, 

аstгопошу, спеппэтгу and 
physics, Мusliшs' 

асhiеvешепts were 
particularly noteworthy. 
Well-equipped hospitals, 
usually associated with 
mcdical schools, were 
locatcd in the principal 

greatest ofаll physicians was the 9th century figure Al
Razi, known in the West as Rhazes. Не was the author 
of scores of scientific works, including а 

сошргеhепsivе шеdiсаl encyclopaedia and а 

pioneering handbook оп smallpox and measles . А 10th 
century physkian, Амтсеппа, согпрйеё а 11Uge Саппоп 

0.[Medicine which was considcrcd thc standard guidc 
in ецгореап шеdiсаl circles until the 1ate 17th century... 
Iшрогtапt advances were шаdе in a1gebra, analytica1 

citics. At а time when superstition still hampered the 
practice of medicine in westeгn countries, Muslim 
physicians were diagnosing diseases, prescribing 
cures and регтопппп; advanced surgery...Probably the 
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geometry апd рlапе
 

spherical tгigопоmеtry.'"
 

111 [ S 111 111 а 11 у 111 i 11 g 111 а 1 I S 

сопзюсгеё 10 Ьс Ьепсйсга! [п 

опсв врлп па! 01" worlclly 
аёмапссгпеп! is епсошацсо апd 

advocated. Ап е г а П. гп е 

acqllisitiOI1 от' klю\vlеdgе is. as 
tlle Ргорпет оГ Islam makes il 
сгеаг, "ап оЫigаliоп цроп емегу 

Мцвйгп птап апо womal1." (/Ьп 

M/ija!l) 

АШih commands the Prophet ~
 

10 invoke Him to advance him iп kllowledge:
 

"Say: 'О ту Lord! [псгеазе те ш kl1owJcdge.'" 
(20:] 14) 

It is а [ас! that Faith makes аН peopJe equal before АШih , but 
there is Jeadership and гаnk апd degree, joined with greater or 
Jesser responsibiJity, and that depends оп true knowledge and 
insight, nameJy the knowJedge ofreligion: 

"АШi h will cxalt iп degrce t lюs е огуоц wlю belicvc апс 

tlюsе who have Ьееп gгапtеd kI10wlcdge." (58:]]) 

1 Living Wor/d History, Scott Forseman and Сотрапу, 1 990,рр . 191-2. 
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Advantages Behind 
ReligiollS Dllties 

Fair-minded researchers and objective observers 
acknow1edge the fact that аН Divine commands аге 

beneficia1 to mankind and that аН Divine prohibitions аге 

harmfu1 in опе way ог another. А стовег 100k at the rв1ings of 
Is1am wi11геуеа! to the disceming person the greatness and 

nobi1ity ofthis re1igion. Is1am caHs to nobi1ity, truthfu1ness, 

chastity, justice, fu1filling the covenant, safeguarding trusts, 
disp1aying kindness to orphans and the роог, maintaining 

neighbor1iness, honoring the guest and enjoying the lawfu1 

wOl"1d1y р1еаsшеs in тпооегапоп. It cal1s to righteouness and 

piety, and forbids SiIl and ггапвягеввюп. Iп а word, it calls to 
аll that brings about happiness and fOl"bids аН that is bound to 
trigger [озз and ruin. 

Is1am provides а better a1temative тог еасЬ and еуегу thing it 

has declal"ed fOl"bidden and unlawful. Divination Ьу апоws 

[for ascertaining 1ucky ог un1ucky moments ог whether опе 

shou1d undertake certain actions ог not] паз Ьееп superseded 
Ьу another form of Salat [ргауег], namely Salatul
Jstikharah . In this ргауег опе sincerely prays 10 АШih, the 
Omniscient and Wise, 10guide him to what is beneficia1 and 
keep him away [гот wha1 тау Ье harmfu1 . Usurious 
1ransactions пауе Ьееп superseded Ьу 1awful, profitable 

trade; alcoholic beverages Ьауе Ьееп superseded Ьу 
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deliciollS healthy drinks , which аге Ьепеfiсiаl for both the 

body апd the зоц], to mепtiоп but а few examples. 

1f we trace а11 the 1slamic teachings, we will сеrtаiпlу iind 
that Allfth, Who knows wl1at is best тог us, has поt prohibited 

llSsomething witlЮlltproviding llSwitl1а better altemative of 

the same пашге. We shall briefly consider below some ofthe 

advantages and Ьеашу of Sal6t [ргауег], Zak6t [obligatoгy 

сhагitу], fasting, На}} [pilgrimage] and Jih6d [fighting ог 

strllgglil1g iп АШlh 's way] . 

SаUirIРПIУl'r"l - а l ll1iqul' Sрir "itШII Ехрспепсс 

Sal6t [ргауег] is а gгеаt act of woгship, which Ьгiпgs those 

who observe it closer to t11eir Creatoг . 1t is а шпоце spiritнal 

ехрепепсе where еуегу пшзс'е ofthe body joins tl1esoul апс 

tЬе mind in tl1e wогsruр and glогiiiсаtiОI1 of Allfth. 1t 

inculcates siпсегitу and total devotion in the heaгts of those 

wlю регfопп it. It makes Птегп stапd Ьетоге A11fth in hшпilitу, 

exalting Him and iпvоkiпg Нпп . They 

begin it Ьу saying "АllШш А kbar" , 

асkпоwlеdgiпg that Allflh is tlle 

Greatest , Who Alone is to Ье exalted and 

woIshipped. 'Птеу thеп engage in 

praising Нцп ш а гпаппег sLliting His 

Majesty. Тпеу devote tЬеmsеlvеs 

completely to Him and totally sllbmit to 

His Will, seeking His Ьеlр to keep tЬеm 

оп the straigllt path, that of tЬе оемлп 

апd the рюцв , агк] to gнard them against 

the рагп of those who паме gопе astray 
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and have 11шs eamed His Wl"atl1. When they геасп the climax 
of wогshiр dшiпg Saldt, and шеп heaгts аге deeply ппоцег] 

with awe and гсуегепсе, tl1ey ргоьггаге Ьеfоге Him , placing 
the most hопогеd рап of the body оп the Поог, showing gгеаt 

эшэппззюп and humility. 

The ехсеllепсе of Sa!iit [ргауег] is matchless and its viгtlles 

аге Ьошкйезв. Those who ооэегуе it in the ргеsсгiЬеd таппег 

acknowledge the Сгеашезв of АШih and Цтеп heaгts 

ехрегiспсс а singlllal" feeling of' awe and Геаг of Him that 
helps thcm in shllnning аН sinful acts Ьу рюvidiпg them а 

спапсе of dil"ect согппшпюп with тпеп Сгеаtог five tiшеs а 

day. 1tis по wondel"then that the Qш'ап says: 

"Ооьегме Slllat [ргауег]. Surely" Salcit restrains [опе] 

[гогп indcccncy and manife t c\,il: and гегпсгпЬгапсс 01' 
АШih indeed is tl1c greate ' t мнтце." (29:45) 

It teaches Птегп to опзегуе ршюшайгу as it is ргевспоео at 
stated times : 

"Vcrily, Salcit is enjoined оп tl1c Ьейемегз а! fixcd 
Ьопгз." (4: 103) 

It is also ап аоцпсагп sourcc оС courage апп рапепсе агш а 

grcat aid [п times оС distre s апс di [Псшгу. 'Пте Оцг 'ап sa. s: 

"Апп seek 11elp il1 рапепсе and Sa!at:" (2:45) 

When they опэегуе it геgllIаг]у, they dcvelop а ыгош; desire 
to do l"ightcOllS dccds, апtiсiраtiпg АllaЪ 's rcwal"d in thc 
Нетеапег. When they perform it iп сопцгеяалоп, they 
establish strong social rclationships with отпсгв апd thcy 
stl"engthen these Ьготпепу ties witl1 эцсп qнalities as love, 
tendemess, гезресг агк! со-орегацоп, 
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Zllkiit IObIigatory Спагпу] and Цпгпагспн! Modc о." 

Social Finallcing 

Next to Saliit [prayer], Zakiit is the most important of the 
re!igious duties enjoined оп the Mus!ims. It assumes а 

re!igious sanctity, which is uптаtсhеd Ьу апу mode of socia! 

fiпапсе anywhere e!se. There is по ready еquivа!епt word iп 

the Епg!ish !апguаgе тог this ехсерtiопаllу remarkable 
iпstitutiоп. It does пот оп!у sigпifу а [опп ofcharity, as тапу 

реор!е think. The word is сотргеhепsivе and iпс!udеs а 

пuтЬег ofтеапiпgs. As Hamudah Abdu!-'Лti simp!y puts it: 

"Тг is not just а топп of charity ог a!msgiving ог tax ог tithe. 
Nor is it simp!y ап ехргеssiоп of kindness; it is all of these 

combined апd much тоге . It is not merely а dеduсtiоп of а 

"2 V> certain percentage [гот one 's property, Ьш ап аЬuпdапt.
-5 '§ 

~	 

епriсhтепt and spiritua! iпvеstтепt. lt is not simp!y а 
са о
аз ~ vo!untary сопtгiЬutiоп to someone ог some cause, пог is it а 

W '~J govemment tax that а shrewd сгемег person сап get away 
~ ~ with. Rather, it is а duty enjoined Ьу АШih and undertaken Ьу 
"О"<	 Muslims in the interest of society as а whole... It combines 

with all these [meanings] God-mindedness and spiritua! as 
we!! as тога! motives. That is why there сап Ье по equiva!ent 
to tllC word Zakfit because of Нlе suргете origina!ity of the 
Qur'an, the Divine Book ofAllah." I 

Zakfit has тугiаd advantages and far-reaching effects in the 
Muslim society. It is а clear expression of affection tоwагds 

the роог and the needy, which he!ps satisfy their need s and 

Г. Нагпггшоап Abdalati, Islam т Ео сиз, American Trust Publicaton, 

р .95 . 
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settle their debts. The literal meaning ofZakiit in 

АгаЫс 

the benefactor 's heart fют selfishness 
and thirst тог wealth but 

his property as well; 

Го г AIUih will 

certainly bless it and 

шаке it increase. It 
also purifies the heart of 
the recipient [ют епуу, jealousy and hatred, and fosters in 
his heart goodwill towards the contributor. It instills in the 
believers generosity, and purifies their heart [ют being sel[

eentered and greedy [от wealth. It is а рапасеа to тапу social 

cvils and а sure еше тог being stingy. The Qur' ап says: 

"Апс w110ever is saved [гогп 11is own сомеюпзпезз, 

зцсп аге Птеу w110 will Ье зцссеввш}." (59:9) 

Whell Zakiit is paid in the prescribed таппег, it гепоегз 

corrupt systems like согпгпцшвгп and capitalism as 
unnecessary, letting реасе апd progress prevail . 

The object ofZakiit is to provide relief [ог the distressed апd 

ргогпопоп of the welfare of the есопотiсаllу less [avored 
эеспопз о[ the согпгпцппу. It also discourages the hоагdiпg 

of топеу and commodities, and thus епзцгез а brisk 

спсшапоп ofboth, resulting in а пеаппу сеопоту. 

The Qur'all expressly ешошз tl1at wealth should not Ье 

permitted to accumulate in а few hands and that it ought to Ье 

kept constantly in circulation in order that: 
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" ...1t гпау not Ьссогпе а fortunc used Ьу tllC псп ашопg 

уоц . " (59:7) 

То achieve this, it pгohibits the lending ofmoney оп interest 

Ьу шеапs of which а few сlсусг people агс аЫе to 

шопороlizс the greatel" рап of thc wcalth of the согппшппу, 

and шаkеs provision for tlle согпрш вогу distribl1tion of 
шлегпапсс. It does по! реппп апу pcrson to leave тлс w110lc 

оЕ tlleiI" ргорспу to опе он! of вемега г Ьспв to аugшепt t}le 

зпагс of опе Ьеп at tllC схрспзе of апогпсг. It sccks to Ьгiпg 

аоош equitable аdjustшспt in tlle distribution оЕ we altll 

throHgh tlle Zak6t. 1t iшроsе s as а fir st cllarge цроп аН 

gоvсгnшспt г есегшев апd rcsoнrces tlle obligation of 

ргоvidiпg тог thc welfare апd ргоgгсss oftllc рсогег sесtiопs 

of тпе сопппцппу. Тhгоugh тпсзс тпсапз , it ргоvidеs for the 

есопошiс ргозрсгпу оЕа11 sections oftlle peoplc . 

Slfllm IFastingl 11elps develop а Stl'Ollg Регвопайгу 31)(1 
Спагасгег 

Fastillg ог Saum is а шпсце шогаl and spiritual Islашiс 

attributc . 1ts bcauties and шегits агс liшitlеss . ТЬе шаiп 

геазоп bchind fasting is to attain тле 110ЫС ыашз ofTaqwa, ог 

picty ог rigllteollsness, as t}lC Qнr'an says: 

"О уоц WllO bclieve! Fasting is prescri bed to уоц as it 

was prescribcd to тпозе bcfore уоц, tlшt уоц гпау 

Ьесогпе рюцв.' (2: 183) 

Fasting hclps tllc faitMlll develop а stгопg pcrsonality апо 

спагасгег, lt instills ill thсш tlle 110Ые quality of will power 

and остсгпипаиоп.FогwЬепопс fasts, опс certainly leaгns to 
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discipline one's passionate desires а гк! places oneself in 

opposition to physical tешрtаtiопs . 

It also helps th сш develop the virtue of displaying affection 

tow ard s the р о ог and tlle distressed; wh en о пе obscrves 
fа stiпg апd uпdсгgое s the pangs of huпgег, опе actually 
геш ешЬег s the сопditi оп а п d distress of the рсог. lt also 

гешiпd s thеш of АШih ' s 

character. 
reward to l1alf tl1e [e\vard о С 

[ауог цроп thеш \vhеп they 

ехрепепсе Ьцпяег \vhil e 
fа st iпg; thi s гешiпd сг 

р гошрt s th em to give 

tl1апks to Him тог His 
епdlеss Ьоцппез . 

Fаst i пg also develops the 
м а Гц а Ые qu alit y о Г 

р ап еп се апd пшшгез а gentle and [огЬ еагiпg 

Fаstiпg iп Isl аш is есц а] iп 

patience, and рапепсе iп its tum is есца ! to halftl1e ге\V Ш'd of 
Faitl1 . The Prophet ~ says: 

"Rаша(Нiп is птс 1110l1tl1 ограпепсе апо спспгапсе." 

Fastil1g is also а shield agail1st тап у disease s. lt provides о пе 

with both spi ritu al gгоwth апd рлуыса! fitness. lt stгепgtl1еп s 

the body апd is а сцге to т апу knOWl1 disea ses. lt l1elps геl ах 

one 's digestive system and . са цве the body tu ge t г к! u[ 
а с сшпшагес р ойшашз which а ге d еtгiшепtаl to health . 

Besid es а11 тпе аЬоуе Ьепеtlts it is also ап act of worship that 
testi fies to total зц оппвзюп апс оЬеdiепсе to АШi l1. Th e 
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hardship опе endures while carrying out this obligation is 
il1significant in comparison with the noble objective опе 

seeks то attain, namely Аш'th's Pleasure and the great reward 
in the Hereafter. .< 

А part of the obligation attached to the Islamic fast is that, 
apart fют abstention from food, drink and sexual 
intercourse during the hours offasting, а Muslim must make 
special efforts to attain higher standards ofvirtue and purity. 

Опе lesson tl1at fasting teaches us is that а person who 
abstains fют the use of permissible things during the fast 
should оп по account indulge пт that which is рюhiЫ tеd. 

Indeed, the month of Рагпаоап is analogous to ап 

educational institution, which nurtures virtue and picty. For 

when а Мпзйгп fasts he not only abstains fюm food, drink 
and lawful sexual intercourse but also tries hard, to the best 
of 11is ability, to slшп аН evil actions that аге bound to 
inva1idate his fast. ТЬе Prophet ~ says: 

"1 Г опе оГ уоц is Гаstiпg, 11С SllOtlld по! цве оэвсепс 

lal1gtlage ог Ьеlшvе Гаоl isllly агп] ппрпсеш 1у; агц] iГ 

зогпсопе figl1ts witl111il11 01" abllSCS [пгп, 11e SllOtlkJ say: 
'1 агп t~lstiпg! 1 11111 fаstiпg! '" (AI-Bllkl/{in' <lпd 

Muslim) 

"WllOcveI" does поt аЬstаiп fгош deceitt'tll зреесп апd 

асtiопs [wllile 1Ъstiпg], AIli111 is поt iп пссd 01' 11il11 
lеаviпg 11is I'oodапd сппк ." (AI-Вllkl/{lГn 
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Н(Ш IРilg."iшаgеl ап ОЫigаtiоп \vitll шпшпегаше 

!\1erits 

НаД is another great obIigation, which has iппuшегаblе 

шегit s. 1t creates тог those who регfопn it, ап occasion to 
meet and know опе another, to exchange views and сотраге 

experiences and unite tlleir efforts [от the сошшоп good. 

На)) purifies the soul and nurtures such поЫе qualities as 
generosity, fortitude and шоdеstу. Тlюsе who регfогш it аге 

сошшапdеd to avoid all fonns of wickedness and observe 
patience and perseverance.The Оцгап says: 

"Пте НаД is [il1] tlle well-known гпо гппз [Ьу tllc [цпаг 

уеа г] . So wlюсvсг шгепёв to регтопп it тпеге.п, let 
Птеге Ье по оо всеппу, 1101' \vickedness, 1101' wгаl1g1iпg 

[п tlle Н{Ш." (2: 197) 

It is а whоlеsоше оепюп впацоп ofthe шпуегэашу оfIslаш . 

1the1ps Ьгiпg togetheг шугiаd races fгош the [оцг соrп егs 01' 
пте earth to worship, in аН Ьшпйпу, опе single God in опе 

special placc, during опе special season. Distапсеs атс 

аппih ilаtеd; divcrgenccs ofгасе and color аге set aside in this 
тгагегппу of faith that цппез all Мцвйгпв iп опе great 
Ьготпегпооо . Мusliш s [ее] they аге all оп equal footing. 

На)) also providcs а good occasion to travel in the land to 
find out about its people and their сu stошs апd tгаditiоп s апd 

a1 so to Liiscover the lalld от гемегапоп э where тапу Prophets 
and Messengers called to the worship ofAllah агопе. 

На)) also provides а good occasion to travel in the [агк] to 
fiпd ош about its people and their сustошs and traditions and 
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a1so to discover the 1andofreve1ations where тапу Prophets 
and Messengers called to the worship ofАШlh агопе. 

На)) a1so reminds those who регfогш it of the Day of 
Resurrection when аН лшпап beings wiH stand equa1 before 
the Lord of the wor1ds [ог judgment, barefooted, naked and 
uncircumcised. lt a1so 
serve s the поЫе 

purpose of providing 
тог the fina1 joumey 
ппо the future wor1d, 
tl1at of the Hereafter. 
For о п е cannot 
provide sucl1 
provisions except in 
this уегу 1ife. Тпе 

Qur'an says: 

" A n d furnisl1 
yourse1ves wit11 [necessary] provisions, and sure1y, t11e best 
provision is rigl1teousness." (2: 197) 

На}} also opens our eyes to death and keeps our mind a1ert to 
it. For опсе we assume the state of lIzraт [а state in which 
опе is prohibited to practice certain deeds that аге lawful at 
other times. 'Uтrah and На}} аге performed during such 
state, two sheets о!' цпзшслег! clothes аге the only clothes 
опе wears] , as regards арреагапсе, we actually rid ourse1ves 
ofthe сюшез ofthe 1iving and puton two sheets ofunstitched 
c1othes, which remind us ofthe shrouds in whic11 the dead are 
wrapped тог buria1. This теге thought ргогпргз us to stгi vе 

hагd in ргерагапоп тог the Негеаftег. 
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The importance ofremembering death is extremely great and 
уегу beneficial . Its benefits аге countless. No опе will escape 
death and al1 mankind will eventual1y stand before АШih [ог 

reckoning. The Qur'an says: 

" Е у е гу зоц] slшll have а taste of deatll, апd опlу оп Пте 

Day of Judgтепt sJшll уоц Ье paid уоцг fllll 
гесогпрепзе . Only [те wJю is saved [гот Пте Fiге апd 

admitted to tlle Gагdеп will '1аус зцссеесеё. Еог Пте 

life of tJlis world is Ьш goods апd сJшttеls of 

dссерtiоп."(3: 185) 

The Prophet ~ describes deatll iп уегу hоггifуiпg теппв: "the 
Destroyer of pleasures". This теге thollght stirs опе to 

righteolls works with а view to аttаiпiпg AlIah's Pleasure. 

Life is Ьш а period ofprobation after which еуегуопе will see 

what he has done. lпdееd, it is а fleeting, deceptive slюw that 
shollld пот Ье trusted. 

Remembering death certainly l1elps lIS mend оцг ways апс 

try оцг best to work righteous good deeds and ward off evil 

actions. Were all human beings aware of the manifold 

benefits of геmеmЬегiпg death, justice would сеrtаiпlу Ье 

easy to аоппшвгег and реасе and progress would dеfiпitеlу 

prevail. На}} provides тог tllis орротпишу to гететЬег 

death. 

Jiblitl IStr"iving [п tllC ~'ay ог АШihl tllе опгу ,vзу tu 

пргоот Il1justicc 

Ji/uid [fighting ог struggling] 111 the way of Allah has 
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countless advantages. It serves to grant victory to АШih 's 
religion and to His devollt slaves. It serves to raise mankind 
[гот the class ofanimals, which аге devoid ofthe faclllty of 
inte11ect. The Qur'fш says: 

"Мапу аге тпе jiпп апd гпеп We 11ауе made тог Hell: 
тлеу 11ave Ьеапз whercwitll гпеу ппосгзтапо not , апd 

шеу I1аУС eyes wherewitl1 Птеу see пот , апd тпеу 11aVC 
ears wllerewitll they леаг поt . They аге like cattle; пау, 

тпе у аге еvеп тоге astray. They аге iпсlесd qllite 
пеесйе зв . " (7:I79) 

Jihiid агзо gives шозе who participate iп it, dignified life ш 

this world and bliss [ог a11 etemity. Ifthey аге granted victory 

оуег their епегпу, they will raise the f1ag оfТГl1th high; оп the 
other Ьапс, ifthey аге slаiп in the stгuggle, they will certainly 
attain the tгuе reallife, to which the transient life in this world 
is but а shadow. The Qur'fш says: 

"Тh i пk поt oftllOse WllO аге slаiп iп Пт е way ofAllall аз 
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dcad. Nay, they аге alive, fiпdiпg sustепапсе погп 

t11eiI" Lогd." (3:169) 

Тп таст , Jihdd testifies to the truthfulпеss, sincerity апd total 
obedience o[tllOse who wage it тог the sake of АШih. 1talso 
uproots iпjustiсе апd gives people the пееоош to worship 
the Тгце God iп реасе without [еаг of persecution . The 
Оцгйп says: 

"Апd figl1t птегп оп lll1til гпеге is по гпоге регзесшюп 

апd tlle гсligiоп is [fгееlу ргогеввес] тог Allah." 
(2:193) 

Foгsaking Jihdd detinitely leads to пшпшапоп: 

"ТГуоц ртасисе Ва! ' AI- 'Il1all [г.е., sellil1g goods to а 

регвоп [ОГ а сепа!п рпсс апd Птеп Ьuуiпg Птегп back 
[гогп 11il11 [ОГ а [аг less рпсе], follow tlle tails of tlle 
cows [г.с., Ье il1dlllged iп аgгiсulturе and Ьесогпс 

сопtепtсd \\Iitll it], апd dcsert Jillad AIIall will аШiсt 

уоп witll 1111l11iliаtiоп, апо Не will not геliеvе уоц 

[гогп it lll1til уоц гешгп to уоцг геligiоп." (А/т 

D(IИ 1йd) 

Jihdd also testifies to опе 's sincerity and sa[ety [гогп 

hypocrisy, as evidenced Ьу the following Hadith in wшсh 

the Prophet ~ says: 

"WllOevel" dies Wllilc 11е Iшs пеуег tllO\.Igl1t оftlgl1tiпg 

Jilu'i(1 il1 АШill 'S \vay, will dil: аз а [туросгпс." (АЬu 

DclHIII(!) 

Perhaps it is appropriate to гпеппоп here the fact that I s1аш 
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was not spread Ьу 'the тогсе ofthe sword ', as s оше orientalist 
and Westem writers сlаiш . As а шаttег of fact , сошрulsiоп is 
iпеошраtiЫе with Islаш beeause I slаш depends upon faith 
and sеlf-dеtепniпаtiоп and шегетоге would Ье шеапiпglеs s if 
it is indueed Ьу foree . Also supporting this is as if that Allah 
establishes choiee not Гогсе as цте way of differentiating 
between truth and falsehood. Whil e the Qur 'an says: 

"Let тпеге Ье по compulsion in religion: Truth stands 
outclear from falsehood." (2:256) 
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The 'beauty of Islam' has in fact conquered the hearts of 
millions of реорlе and won them into its fold. They have 
found its principles straightforward and its all-inclusive 

teachings practica! and beneficial to аll mankind. Let us 100k 

at some ofwhat these реорlе have said. 

German socia! scientist and dip!omat Wilfried Hofman [now 

MuradHofman] says: 

"For some time now, stпvшg [от тоге and тоге 

precision and brevity, 1have tried to put оп рарег, in а 

systematic way, аll philosophica! тгшпз, which, iп ту 

view, сап Ье аsсеrtаiпеd Ьеуопd геаsопаblе doubt. Iп 

the course of this effort, it dаwпеd оп те that the 

typica! attitude of ап agnostic is поt ап iпtеlligепt опе . 

Мап simp!y саппот escape а decision to be!ieve. The 

сгеаtеdпеss of what exists агоцпо lIS is obviolls ; that 
Is!am undoubted!y fiпds itsеlfiп the 'greatest hагтопу 

with оуега]! reality. 'Пшз 1 rea!ize, поt withollt shock, 

that step Ьу step, iп spite of myse!f апd almost 
цпсопвсюцыу, iп fее!iпg and thiпkiпg 1 [таус grown 
iпtо а Muslim. Оп!у опе !ast step remained to Ье taken: 
to formalize ту conversion. As of today 1 ат а 
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Мusliш. 1have arrived." 1 

Speaking to the dail y AI-Madinah, Jeddah, 15 July 1989, the 
[оппег world heavyweight сhашрiоп boxer Саквше Сlау 

[now МuhаrшnаdAli Сlау] says: 

"1 have had шапу beautiful mошепts in гпу 1ife. But 
the feelings 1 had while standing оп Mount Arafat оп 

the day ofthe На)) [Мusliш pilgrimage] was the most 
unique. 1 felt exalted Ьу the indescribabI e зршша! 

atmosphere there as over а million and а half рilgгiшs 

invoked АШlh to forgive them oftheir sins and bestow 
ироп them Hi s choicest bIessings. It was ап 

exhilarating experience to see people belonging to 
different colors, races and nationalities; kings, l1eads 
of states and ordinary шеп fгош very роог countries, 

al1 clad in two simple white sheets praying to АШlh 

withollt апу sense of either pride or inferiority. It was а 

practical manifestation of the concept of the equality 
ofIslam. ,,2 

AusJ:rian Leopold Weiss [now Muhammad Asad] says: 

"Since 1Ьесате а Мц вйгп 1 have Ьееп asked, time and 

again: 'Why did уоц embrace Is1аш? What was it that 
attracted уои particularly?' And 1 шust confess: 1 do 
not know of апу satisfactory answer. It was not апу 

particular teaching that attracted те, but the whole 

Тп е S,vord ofIslam, WAMY series оп lslam, NIЗ , рр. 4 & 5. 

2 ibid ., р . б . 
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wonderful , il1explieably eoherent strueture of шогаl 

tea ehing and the praetieal ргоgгаш of life. 1 eould not 

say, ем еп now, wl1ieh aspeet of it appeals to гпе шог е 

than а пу other. Islаш appears to гп е like а perfeet work 

of агсппесшге. All its parts аге hагшопiоuslу 

eoneeived to еошрlешепt and support eaeh other; 

nothing is superf1uous апd поthiпg laeking, with the 
result o f ап absolute Ьаlапее апd solid согпро зцге, 

РгоЬаЫ у thi s feeling that еvегуthiпg in the teaehings 

and po stulates of I slаш is ' in its ргорег plaee, ' has 

ereated the strol1ges t iшргеssiоп оп ше. There шight 

have Ь ееп , along with it, other iшргеssiопs also whiell 

tod ay it is diffieult юг гпе to апаlуzе . After all , it was а 

гп ап ег of1ove; апd love is еошроsеd оfшапу thiпg s ; of 

оur desires and оur loneliness, ofоur I1ighаiш s and оur 

s hоrtеошi п gs, of оur stгепgth апd оur wеаkпеs s. So it 

was in пт у ea se . I slаш еаше оуег гпе like а гоЬЬег who 

enters а Ьоцве Ьу пight; but, unlike а гоЬЬег, it епгегео 

to гегп атп [о г good." 1 

Gегшап dipl 011lat and soeia l worker Мцпапипао А. Hobohm 
says: 

" Why do Westerners embrace Jslam? There аге vаг iоus 

reasons тог it. Гп the first plaee , truth always пав its 

[огсе . The ba sie tепеts of 1s1аш аге so rational , so 
п ашг а! and so app ealing that ап Ьопеы цшл-ь еекег 

сап по т help beil1g ппргеззео Ьу Птегп. То take, [ог 

Jslam - Оип Спои:е, the abridged edition, 1992, compiled & 
edited Ьу Ebrahirn F. Bawany, рр . 21 & 22. 
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ехагпр!е, the belief in шопоthеisш: How it гаг зев the 

dignity of гпап and how it frees us fгош the grip of 

superstition! How пашгайу it leads to thc cquality of 
шеп, [ог а11 have Ьееп created Ьу t}1e ваше Gocl and а11 

аге servants 01' the затпе Lord. Еог the Gегшалs, in 

particular, the belief in God is а эоцгсе of inspiration, 

souгce оf[еагlеss couгage and а s ouгce ofthe 1'eeling of 
security. Then the idea of Ше апег death шгпэ the 

tabIes. Life in this wогld is по [опяег the тпаш 

objective, апо а great рап of оиг Ьшпап energy is 

devoted to the Ь еttеппелt of ouг Негс апог. Fаithiл тле 

Day оfJudgешепtаutошаtiсаllуspurs а гпап to give ир 

шisdееds, тог good decds агопе сал ensuгe eternal 
salvation, although wrong deeds гпау prosper here [ог 

а liшitеd period. The belief that попе сап eseape the 
eonsequenees оГ the judgшепt of а Just, lmpartial and 

Ошпisеiепt Lord makes опе thil1k twiee before опе 

does al1ythil1g wrong апс surely this ппегпа! eheek is 

тоге effeetive than the шоst effieient poliee Гогее in 

the world. 

Another thing that attraets foreigl1ers to lslаш is its 

emphasis оп toleranee. Then the claily prayers teaeh 

опе рцпсшайгу and the опе-шопth fasting enables опе 

to exereise self-eontrol, and without doubt punctuality 

and self-disciplil1e аге two of the most ппропапт 

attributes ofа good тап and а great тап. 

Now eomes the real асшеуешепт оflslаш. lt is tl1e опlу 
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ideology, which has впссеесео in instilling in its 

fоllоwегs tlle sрiгit of obseгving etl1ical and гпога] 

limitations \Vithollt extemal сотпршыоп. А Мцвйгп 

knows tllat, wllегеvег he is, he is being obseгved Ьу 

God. Тllis belief keeps him away from sin. As тап is 

паtшаllу inc1ined towards gооdпеss, Islam also 

offers реасе оГ mind апd l1eart-and tllis is wl1at is 

totally аЬsепt from the Westem society oftoday. 

1 have lived ппсег diffегепt systems оГ life and have 

had the opportunity of studуiпg various ideologies, 

Ьш Ьауе соте to tlle сопсшвюп tl1at попе is as 

perfect as Islam. 

Согппшшзгп паэ its attractions, so has весшаг 

democracy and Nazism. Вш попе has got а complete 

code ofa поЫе life . Опlу Islam Ьав it, and tl1at is why 

good теп етЬгасе it . . 

Islam is пот tl1eoretical; it is practical. Islam is пот 

dераrtтепtаl affair; it теапs complete впоппзвюпto 
the will ofGod." I 

Devis WапiпgtопFry from Аustгаliаsays : 

"Islam сате to те as thc sргiпg comes to tlle cold 
еапл апег dагk wiпtег. It Ьаз wanned ту зоц! апd 

clotl1ed те iп beautiful teacllings . How logical! 
'Тhеге is but опе God апd Мulшттаd is His 

Ргорлет.' Сап шеге Ье апуthiпg тоге sllblime тпап 

ibid ., рр . 30-31 
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this? None of the шуstегiоus ' the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost' ritual , which I suppose, is quite awe
inspiring but is hardly satisfactory to а keen шiпd. 

I slаш is so шоdеm , so applicable to the world today." I 

т. Н Mcbarklise fгош Ireland writes: 

"The broad outlook of Islаш сошрагеd to the паггом' 

view ofthe Christian sects, the leaming and culture of 
Islашiс countries in tl1e Middle Ages сошрагеd with 
the ignorance and superstition of other lands at that 
tiше, the logical Птеогу ofсошрепsаtiопas opposed to 
the Chri stian idea of аtопешепt, were а few of the 
points that first struck гпе. Later I саше to realize tlblt 

Ьеге was а faith broad as huшапitу itself, ready [о г the 
guidапсе ofrich and роor alike апd able to break down 
all barriers ofcreed and союг. : " 

Ашепсап poct, спцс апd author Colonel Donald S. 
Rockwell writes: 

"Тл е siшрliсitу of I slаш, the power1lJl арреаl and the 

соmреlliпg аtmо sрhеге of its mo sques, th e 
eamestness of its faithful followers, tlle confidence 
inspiring realization of шilliопs tlHougllOut the world 
who апswег the five daily call s to ргауег, these factors 

attracted гпе погп the tirst. But after 1 had dеtегшiпеd 

to Ьесогпе а follower of Islam, 1 fоuпd гпапу deeper 

геаsопs тог сопfiгшiпg пту dесisiоп. The шеllоw 

1 ibid. , р . 106 

2 ibid ., р, 105 
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concept of life-fruit of the Prophet 's combined course 
of action and contemplation, the wise counsel, the 
admonitions to charity and тегсу . The broad 
humапitагiапisш, the pioneer dec laration of women 's 
rights, these and other factors of the teachings of ше 

тап of Makkah were to те among the first obvious 
evidence of а practical religion so tersely and so aptly 
epitomized in the cryptic words ofMuhammad, 'Trust 
in God and tie уоцг camel.' Не gave us а religious 

system of погта! action, not blind faith in the 
protection of ап unseen гогсе in spite of ош own 
neglect, but confidence that if we do аН things rightly 
and to the best of ош ability, we тау trust in what 
comes as the Will of God... When 1 stood in the 
inspiring mosques of Istanbul, Damascus, Jerusalem, 
Cairo, Algiers, Tangier, Fez and other cities, 1 was 
conscious of а powerful rcaction the potent uplift of 
Islam's simple арреаl to the sense of higher things, 
unaided Ьу elaborate trappings , огпагпепгапоп , 

figurcs, pictures, music and ceremonial ritual. The 
mosque is а рlасе of quiet contcmplation and sclf
effacement in thc grcater rca1ity of tl1e God. The 
democracy of Islam has always арреагео to те. 

Potentate and раирег have the same rigl1ts оп the floor 
of the mosque, оп their knees in humble worship. 
The re аге по rented pews or зресга! гевегуес! seClts. 

The Muslim accepts по тап as mediator betwecn 
himself and his God. Не goes direct to the invisible 
sourcc of crcation and life, God , without reliancc оп а 
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saving formula of repentanee of sins and belief in the 

power оГ а teaeher to afford him salvation. The 

universal brotherhood of Islam, regardl ess of гасе, 

politics, соlor or country, has Ьееп brought home to гпе 

шоst keenly гпапу tiшеs in ту life, and tl1is is another 

feature which drew гпе towards t11e Faith." 1 

The baseless claim that Is1am converted the peoples it had 
' сопс пегео Ьу тогсе' has also Ь ееп refuted Ьу р гошiпепt 

поп-Мusliшs. Маhаtша Gandhi, for instance, writes in 
Young lndian, 1924: 

"1Ьесаше гпоге than еуег convinced that it was not the 
sword that won а place for Islаш in those days in the 
scheme oflife. It was the rigid s iшрl i с i tу, the utter self
епасегпепг of the Prophet, the всгцршоцэ regard [ог 

his pledges, l1is intense devotion to his friends and 
followers, his intrepidity, his absolute tru st in God and 
his own шissiоп. These, and not the sword carried 
everything before thеш and surшоuпtеd еуегу 

trouble." 2 

S. Tritton writes: 

"The picture of the Мusliш soldier advancing with а 

sword in опе hand and the Qur ' an in the other is quite 
false .") 

Jашеs А. Michener writes in the Reader :S Digest, under the 

1 ibid ., рр . 49-50
 

2 Qlюt еd in Тпе S,vQf'd o/Islam, р . 6.
 

3 ibid ., р . 7
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title "Ыатп-ше Мisuпdегs tоо d Rеligiоп" : 

"No other г еli gi оп iп history spread so rapidly as 
Islall1. 'Пт е West Ьа з widely beli eved that thi s surge of 

religion Wa5 made роззЫе Ьу the sword. Бut по 

гп осегп scholar accepts that idea, апd the Qur ' ап is 
explicit insupportof the freedomof conscience." I 

Laurence Е . Вrowпе writes iп The Prospects ofIslam: 

" Iпс i dепtа llу the se well-es tablished fact s dispo se of 

the idea 50 widelyfostered in Christian writings about 
the Мцзйтп э that wh erever they wепt, forced реорlе to 
ассер т Islamat thepointofthe sword." 2 

De Lay О ' Leany also writes in Islam at Crossroads, 
Lопd оп , 1923 ,р. 8: 

"History гпаке в it clear, however, that the legend of 
fапа tiса l Мцзпгпв , swеерiпg through the world апd 

forcing Islall1 at the роiпt ofthe sword uроп сопquегеd 

races is о пе of the тпо зг fапаtiсаll у absurd тпугл э that 
h i stо гiап s l1aveем ег repeated." 3 

It is wortl1while тпепп оппп; here that it is absolutely w гопg 

to j udge Islall1 Ьу the dеtегiorаtiпg сопditi оп ofMuslill1and 
the blatant соrruр t iоп that pervades the Мп зйгп world . What 
Islall1 preaches is опе tl1ing and wl1at so тапу Muslims 
nowadays practice is SОll1еth iпg else. The опl у way whereby 
we do justice 10 Tslam is 10 find ош abou1 its поЫ е teacllings 

1 ibid ., р . б 

2 ibid ., р . б 

3 ibid., р. б 
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Wl1ich are clearly set out at length in the Оцгйп and the 
Prophetic traditions. The famous popular singer Cat Stev ens 

WllO later embraced Islam о п се observed: 

"It will Ье wrong to judge Islam in tl1e light of the 

behavior of some Ь асl Muslims who аге always sho wn 

оп the media. It is like j udg ing а сат as а bad оп е if the 

driver is drunk апё 11е bangs it with the wall . Islam 

guides all human beings in daily life - in its spiritual , 

mental and physical dimensions. Nevertheless, we пш вг 

find the sources of these instructions: The Qur ' an and 

the example ofthe Prophet. Then we сап see the iclea of 
Islam." I 

What is genera lly said about Islam in the media and in т апу 

aca clemic circ les also give а wrong idea about it. Лs Maurice 

Bucaille pu t it: 

"The totally erroneo us stateme nts made а оош Islam in 

the West ат е sometimes the result of ignorance, and 

sometimes of systematic den igration . Th e гпозт з епопв 

ofall the lшtГLlth s told about it а ге however those dealin g 

with facts [от whil e mistaken opinions ате excusable , 

the pr esentation of fac ts пшппц; contrary to reality is 

not . It is cl isturbing to read blatant шпгшл з in eminently 

respe ctable works written Ьу authors who а ркюп а те 

highly qLlablied ."z 

ibid., р .4 

2	 Маип се Bucaill e, The ВiЫe, The QUf" 'а п & Science, American 
Tru st Publi cat ions, 1979, рр . 11 0-1 . 
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Тле сопппапсз апd рюhiЬitiОI1S ш Islаш аге Ьу АШih НiшsеlJ 

[о т the sрiгitu аl а п о ш епtаl well-being as well as the гпога! and 

шаtегiаl beneflt of al1 шапkiпd. When the гп о г а] рппсппеэ аге 

stated in Islаш as lawful ог unlawful, they аге designed to build in 

the Ьшпап being а sound mind, а peaceful soul, а s tгопg 

регsопаlitу and а healthy body. Тhеге is по doubt that these аге 

nec e s saгy геquiгетепt s тог the gепегаl welfare and рго sр егitу of 

шапkiпd. АШih is the С геатог and kлоws what is best тог his 

сгеагцгез. Talking abo ut some of the сhагасtегist i сs of the 

uпlеttегеd Prophet ~ whom the Jews and the Сhгi sti апs flnd 

ш епtiопеd in their Sс г iрtшеs, the Тогаh апо тпе Gospel, Пте 

Опгап ваув: 

"Не [i.e., Ргорпет Мппапппао й] сопппапё з thеш what is 

jll st а гк! forbids тпегп what is evil. Не allows тп егп as 

lawtul wl1at is good [and р цге] and рюl1iЬits тлегп wllat is 

bad [апо ппрцге] . " (7 :157) 

Thi s Vегsе make s it c lear that in Islam whate v eг leads to the well

being ofthe indi vidual ог society, is morally good, and thег еfоге 

lawful ; and wh atever is iпjшiоus епп ег to society 01' the 

individual, is гпо г айу bad , and tl1егеfоге unl awful. Examples of 

the beauty of Islаш аге countless and it is тпегеюг е next to 

ппро зэзЫе to Ье е хпацвпуе and cite тп егп all . Ноw еvег, we will 

аttе шрt h еге to тоцс}; оп S0111e of the C0111111anc!s and prohibitions 
in I slаш with а vie w to рге sеritiпg tl1e геаdег with а з гпа ] ] idea of 

this beauty. We will d гаw l1eavil y цроп the Оцгап and the 

Ргорпепс Тгаditi оп s as тпе ве аге the chi ef зоц гсев of Islam 

known as the SJzшi 'аJz [IslашiсjшiSР1l.ldепсе]. 
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Equality as а Bil-tllright 

Islam has given тап equality as а bil1hrigllt and l1as thus 
struck at tlзe уегу root of аll artificial barriers of color, гасе, 

lal1guage, папопашу апс social status. 

"О шапkiпd! We created уои fгош а siпglе [pair] of а 

гпа]е апd fсша1е , апd шаdе уои iпtо лаtiопs апd tribes, 
тпат уои шау kлоw еасп ошег, Veri1y, t11e шоst 

попогао!е of уои wit11 АШiЬ is [11е WllO is] tlle шоst 

righteous ofyou ." (49: 13) 

'Ппз Verse is in fact addrcsscd to tlle епtiгс лшпап гасе апd 

110t оп г у to the Мц зйгп Ьгошегпооо, tlюugh it is uпdсгstооd 

that iп а perfect wщld tlJe two wou1d Ьс апаюяоцв. As it is, 
гпапкпк! is dеsсепdеd [гогп опе рап of рагептв, паптегу 

Adam апd Еме. Тпегг tribcs, races апd паtiопа1itiеs аге 

соп уеше пг labels Ьу whiclI wc вшу kl10W сеггаш diffегil1g 

charactcristics. These diffегепсеs do not affect tlзe true 
stature of тап before AlIah. Fallacious concepts of chosen 
and gel1tile peop1es, socia1 castes апd sесопd-гаtе citizcns 
аге obsolete al1d Ьаче по гоогп ш Islаш. With АШih , Ьопо г 

Ье10пgs to the pious апd tЬе uргigЬt. 
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The Prophet *says: 

"О гпапкпк] , уоцг Lord is Опе апd уоцг fatl1er is опе . 

Уоц аН dеsсепd Ггогп Асагп , апd Аёагп was created 

[гогп еапп, Не is 1110st lюпогеd агпоги; уоц before 

Allal1 wlю is most llprigl1t. No АгаЬ 11as апу зцрепогпу 

оуег а поп -Агав, пог does а colored регsоп have апу 

зцрепогпу оуег а w11ite регзоп , ога wl1ite регзоп апу 

зцрепогпу омег а colored регsоп ехсерт Ьу ргету." 

(А птаа апd А (- П,.,пitll7i) 

.Justice цппег all Cir"cumstanccs 

lslam commands justice and forbids inequity uпdег а11 

спсшпзгапсез . The Оцг'вп says: 
"о 
О 

<3 "О уои who believe! Ве strict iп оЬsеrviпgjllstiсе,and 

.в Ье witnesses for A11ah еvеп tlЮtlgl1 it тау Ье аgаiпst 
ь, 

t8 уошsеlvеs 01' аgаiпst рагепts апd kindred." (4 :135) 
VJ 
"о 

§ "О уоц who believe! Ве steadfast iп the Сацзе of
 
а
§ АШih, bearing witness iп eqllity and let 110t а people 's 

u епmitу incite уоц to аст otherwise thап witl1justice. Ве 

alwaysjust, that 1S пеагег to гig11tеОllsпеss." (5 :8) 

lslamic jllstice is sоmеtl1iпg highel" цтап that prevalent in 

other societies. It зеагспев out t11e iппегmоst motives, 

Ьесац зе we аге to act knоwiпg we аге iп the рте вепсе ofАШil1 

Wlю is We11-Aware of а11 moti ves . Islam commands 

Muslims to administer justice in а11 aspects of life w1tl1011t 

fear of anytl1ing, еуеп if this seems to Ье detrimental to their 

оwп interests ог the iпtегеst s ofthose who аге пеаг and dear to 
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them: 

"О уоц who believe! Stand ош firmly [or [цвпсе , as 
witnesses to АШill , емеп tllOugh it Ье against 
yourselves , or your parents, or your kin, Ье he rich or 
роог, for АШill is а better Protector to both [птап уоц] . 

So follow поt the lusts of уоцг hearts , lest уои avoid 
justice." (4: 135) 

Justice is to Ье аdmiпistсгеd еуеп if it is аgаiпst гulегs, for 
they аге поt аооуе the law. А wоmап Ьеlопgiпg to а поblе 

family was апеstеd iп connection witl1 а theft. The case was 
brougl1tto the Prophet *апd it was гесоmmепdеd that she Ье 

spared рцшэпгпепт. The Prophet ~ replied : 

"Пю паtiопs that lived Ьетоге уоц were dеstгоуеd Ьу 

Allfill Ьесацве птсу Рllпisllсd Пте сопипоп тап Гог 

tllciJ" оffспсеs апd let tlleil- digпitагiсs go Lшрuпishеd 

Гог tlleiJ" сгiтеs . 1 sweaJ" Ьу Him iп WllOSC Напс ту 

эоц! is, tl1at еvеп if Ffitimall, Нте dallgllter of 
Мцпапппаё Ilad committed tllis спгпе, 1 wOllld Ьауе 

amputatcd Ьег Ьапс ." 

Dшiпg the сапрлаге of 'Umar ф" Мцпагпгпао thc sоп of 
'Атг Ып Аl-'Лs, Птеп govemor of Egypt, wllipped ап 

Еgурtiап . Тле Egyptial1 wепt to АI-Маdiпаh апс lodged his 
соmрlаiпt with tlle caliph who immediately эшпгпопео the 
govemor агк! his sоп. Whel1 thcy appcared before hiш, tllC 

caliph hапdеd а whip to the Еgурtiап plaintitT апо asked him 
to \Vllip tlle sоп of the govemor is his ргеsепсе. АЙег the 
Еgурtiап 11ad taken his revenge , 'Umar 4~ said to him "Give 
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опе stroke ofthe whip to tl1e honorable governor as well. His 
son would certainly not 11ave beaten уои were it not тог the 
false pride that Ье had in his [атпег 'э high оПlсе." ТЬе 

plaintiff submitted: "Пт е регзоп who had beaten те , 1 Ьауе 

already avenged myself оп him." 'Umar ~ said: "Ву АШih, 

if уои had beaten him [the govemor] 1 would not Ьауе 

checked уои тготп doing so. Уои Ьаме врагео him of уоц г 

own [гее will." ТЬеп 'Umar ~ turned to 'Атг bin Аl- ' Лs and 
said angrily: "О 'Апп, when did уои start to enslave the 
реор]е , thougll they were Ьот [гее Ьу their mothers'?" 

Is1am forbids il1jllstice iп а]] its [оппз. 1t гпаке з it clear tl1at 
all those who wrong other реор!е and usurp tlleir rights will 
lose their rewards оп the Day of Judgmcnt to the wгопg еd. 

For АШih, tl1e Just, does not wrong апу опе апd will establish 
[ц вц сс in fllll оп the Day of Jlldgl11el1t. 'Пт е Ргорh еt ~ опсе 

asked his Согпрапю пз: "Do уои kпоw WllO is really 
Ьапkruрt '?" 'Птеу replied : "ТЬ е bankrupt аmопgst us is опе 

who has по goods ог chattels ." То this Ье said: 

"Тпе [rcally] Ьапкгцрт атопg ту followcrs is опе WllO 
will соте оп the Оау of Jlldgmel1t witl1 а гесогd of 
Salclt [prayers], fаstiпg апо Zakclt [obligatory рауmепt 

аgаiпst опе 's wealth]. Весаиве of 11аviпg abused so
апd-sо, 51апdегеd во-апс -зо. stоlеп tlle property of50
апd-sо, killed 50-апd-sо, апd uпlаwfullу Ьеаtеп 50
апd-sо, 11e will Ьаме Ilis геwагds givell to а" тпеве 

[wrollged] реор!е ; if, 11Owever, 11is rewards аге пот 

en0l1g11, 11e will 11ave tl1cir 5i1ls tlHOWIl цроп him 
шзгеао, гпеп 11е will Ье t11ГОWП iп Пю Fire." (Mus/im) 
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Sat'cgual'ding thc Нопог 

Islam commands its followers to Ье self-supporting and to 

stay away [гот being а liability оп апу body. Islam respects 

аН kinds ofwork тог eaming one 's livelil100d so 10ng as there 

is по indecency ог wrong il1volved. тt makes it ап obligati oll 

Гог its follo\vers to engage in productive work 

conscientiously and escllew laziness and begging. 

Ассогdiп g to Islam, the status ofhonest \vогkiпg mеп саппот 

Ье lowered оп ассоuпtofthe work they аге dоiпg тог а living. 

111 fact , it airns at safeg l1arding тпап 'з попог and self-esteem. 

The Prophet ~ says: 

"lt is [аг better foг you to take уоцг ropes, go to tl1e 

гпошпаш [сш some fircwood], сапу it оп your back, 

scH it апd цтегеэу save уоцг face [against 11l1miliation] 

tl1311 Ьеggiпg [готп реор!е, wlletlleг птеу give YOll 01' 

110t ." (А /-Bukbl;"i) 

"Ncvcг 113S апуопе еатсп а betteг food thсп tl1<1t [те I13S 

еатсп [аз а гевип of \vогk] [гогп his OWI1 hal1d."(A/

Bllk//{/,'/) 

Islam also invites Muslims to observe еШ~~епсу while 

цпоепакгп]; ап у work. тt teaches Птегп that if а thin g is worth 

dоiпg it is wotill dоiпg well. It statcs that if аl1у с Г llS 

ппёепакез аl1У work, God !oves tosee lIS do it well and with 

effLciellcy. 
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Conduct ofАП"аiгs Ьу Mutual Сопвциапоп 

Islam urges its followers to conduct their affairs Ьу mutual 
consultation and welcome other people 's opinion as long as 
it is wl1011y in keeping with соттест reasoning and emerges 
[гот profound experience. The Qur 'an says: 

"Пю ве [i.e. , tl1c pious] who геsропd to tl1eir Lord , 
establish regular Saldt, and whose affairs аге [dccided] 
Ьу mutual сопзциапоп." (42:38) 

"Ask forgiveness Гог tl1el11 , апd сопзшг ш егп 1П 

affairs." (3: 159) 

Truth а! еуегу Cost 

"'о	 Islam also urges its followers to recognize апd uпdегstапd 
о 

<3 the Creator ofthe цшуегэе апd further shape their life Пгппу 

.s апd steadfastly according to that Truth апd Reality. It теаспез 

~ them , after аttаiпiпg this stage ot' llпdег stапdiпg , to гегпаш 
'" ] steadfast апd пеvег get tempted Ьу the various crooked 
Е сшгепгз, ideologies and philosophies to change their course. 
8	 Stеаdfаstпе s s to опе 's lofty ргiпсiрlе s pays off and those 

who observe it will сеrtаiпlу receive Allah's reward iп this 
life and in the Hereafter. The Опг'ап эауз : 

" Тп the case оftlюsе wlю say, 'Оиг Lord is Allah' , and 
further, stand straight апd steadfast, tl1e angels descend 
ироп тл егп [at the time of theit" death, saying:] 'Fear 
пот , пог grieve! But receive tl1e glad tidiп g s of Пт е 

Garden of Bli ss, wl1icl1 уоц have Ьееп promised. We 
аге уоцг friends and ргог есго г э iп tl1i s life and in tl1e 
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Неге апсг: Птегсгп sl1<l11 уоц Iшvс аll tlшt уоц dсsiгс ; 

Птегегп s lш l l уоп Иауе all t]шt уоц ask [ОГ. ' " (4] :30-3] ) 

АШih also addresses His Меssепgег ~ тпцв: 

"Тп егегоге s tа п d Ппп [оп Пт е stгаigl1t райт] as уоц 

Iш v с Ьс сп с опппапосо , агк! a1so Пюзе WllO Iш vс 

шгп ец to АШil1 witl1 уо ц ." (11: 112) 

The Prophet's siпсеге advice to his Соmрапiоп Sllfyал, sоп 

0['Abdllllah, also makes this idea clear: 

'"Say: ,( Ьсl icve iп Al1iill',Птеп гсгпаш steadfast." 

The Qш'ап says: 

"О уоц WllO bc1icve! Реаг AI1 iil1 апс Ьс witl1Птоэ е WllO 
а ге t Гl1tl1flll. " (9:11 9) 

The Ргорпет й says: 

"Givc пр wlla! зеегпз to уоц to Ьс dOllbttLl1 апd асйтеге 

to tlшt wl1icl1 is по! dOllbt [1.11." (А (- Тi,.milllll) 

h.. illd IН~SS го АН 

In his relationship with his [ellow mеп, а Мцэйгп has а 

пшпоег О[ obIigations to discharge. Не must display 
kindne ss to his relatives, сопсеrn [ОГ his neighbor, апеспоп 

and зцрроп [ОГ the роог and the orphans, гпегсу towards the 
iпtiпп and servants, compassion [ОГ the уоuпg , respect [ОГ 

the e]derly, sympathy [ОГ the grieved and cheer [ОГ the 
depressed. The Qur' ап says: 
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"Worship АШ'th and join попе with Him in worsl1ip, 
and show kindness to рагепts, kinsfold, orphans, tl1e 
роог , thc ncighbor Wl10 is псаг ofkin, tl1c ncighbor who 
is а stranger, the companion Ьу уош side, the wayfarer, 
and гпове slaves whom your rigl1t hand 
possess."(4:36) 

"And lower уоцг wing [of mercy] to the Ьсliсvсгs wlю 

follow уои." (26:215) 

"Treat not the огрпап witll oppression, гершве not 
tlюsс w}ю ask [уои of anyth ing], and proclaim thc 
GгасеоfуоurLогd."(93 :9-ll) 

" На м е уои зееп Ыгп wlю clcnics тпе JlIdgmcnt [to 
сотпе]? 'Птеп вцсп is Н1е опе w}ю гершзев Н1е отрпап 

and епсошаgеs not пте feeding ofthc роог." (107: 1-3) 

"And what will make уоц know the ратп tl1at is steep7 
It is Нте fгсеiпg ofa slave, ог feeding in а сау ОП1l1пgег, 

ап огрпап пеаг of kin, ог ап iпdigепt [dоwп] iп thc 
dllst." (90:12-16) 

"Не [i.c., tl1e Ргорпет ~] froWl1Cd агк! шгпес away, 
bccausc тпеге саше to Ыгп tl1C blind тШ1 . Вш wl1at 
сошо tcll уои гпа: Ьш регспапсе 11С might Ье sесkiпg 

to ршifу 11il11sclf, ог 11C гпау гесеivс апгпоппюп, апо 

tl1e гепппоег l11igllt profit l1il117" (80: 1-4) 

Thc incident to wшсl1 the last Verses refer is tl1<1t of tl1e 
Ргорлет Mul1<1111l11ad ~ with а blind 111ап called 'АЬduШih 

Ьш Umm Maktйm . ТЬе Prophet ~ was опсе deeply and 
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eaгnestly engaged in attempting to invite the pagan Quraish 

leaders to Isl am when [т е wa s ппеггцрт ео Ьу а blind тап who 

сагпе to le aгn the Оцгйп and seek satisfaction Гог his 

spiritual craving. 'Пт е Prophet ~ naturally disliked the 

пп еггцрпоп and so пе frowned and tuгned away [гот Ыт 

becausc he was trying to make the sc [сасегв ' hearts ш сйпе 

tow ard s the Truth and thu s get зцрр оп юг Islam. No soone r 

llad tЬе Ргорпе г ~ fini shed talking to the Quraish leaders and 

wa s аоош to гешгп логпе than he received Revelation which 

Ье published withollt the least hesitation. The Prophet ~ 

always afterwards held the т ап in high honor and est eem. 

Thi s incident reflects the highest honor of the Prophet 's 

sincerity in the Revelation that was Voucllsafc<.! to лпп. 'Пг е 

Sum }z, which contains thi s Vегsе , provides sllbstantive proof 

that the Prophet ~ was not the ашлог ofthe Qur ' an , пог the 

тоцпёег of Islam, аз зогпе We st eгns and orientalists 

mistakenly claim. Had that Ьееп the с аз е, he would not have 

mentioned this incident as а г евцп ofwhich he rec eived mild 

гергоот' {гогп AlIah . 

The Prophet ~ also says: 

"Не \VllO believes in Allah and пте Last Day пшз: 110t 

11<1Гl11 11is пеigllЬОГ; 11е WI10 bclieves iп АШill апd Пте 

last day Sl10lIld полог 11is gllest; 11е WI10 believes iп 

Allall апd the [авт day SI1011ld speak good 01' гегпа!п 

si [епт." (АI-В//klz{iг/ апd M//slim) 

"Ву АШill! Не will пот Ье а [ггцс] Ьеliсvсг." Не 
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гереагес tl1is stаtстспt тпгсе timcs. Н is Сотрапiоп s 

askcd [шп , "Wlю is 11С , О А 11,111 '5 М сssспgсг?" Н с 

герйес] , "Тле рсгsоп \vlюsе псigl1ЬОI' is поt sаГс {гот 

11i . iпjllГiОLIS сопопсг ." (А/-В/lk//{iгiапd M/ls/im) 

"Не is поt а [пце] Ьейеуег \vlю eats 11is fill wl1СП 11is 
I1cigl1boI" bcside Ыгп is Iшпgгу ." (МiSМШI А /-Mas(/bl/I) 

"То АIliН1, Пте best fгiспds агс tlюsс who аге Ьезг [о 

еасп отпсг, апо tl1C bcst Ilсigl1ЬОГS аге tlюsс wlю аге 

bcst to еасп отлег." (А 1-ТiгmЫЫ) 

"Апgсl GаЬгiеl kcpt схlюгtiпg гпе аооцт пте [gощl 

тгеаппепт от] Пю псigl1ЬОГ to Пте ропп tl1<1t I tllOLJgl1t 11С 

WOLJld gПll1t 11i111 пте ("igl1t оГiпI1сгitапес ." (A/-8/1k//{[6) 

Bcil1g DнШ 'ul to tl)(: Рагепг в 

Islam еоmmапds kiпdпеss апd гightеоusпеs s towards the 
parents апd eonsiders this поЫе trait пехt to the worship of 
God.The Оцг' ёп says: 

"Апс Wc Iшv с спjоiпСtl цроп 111<111 to Ье good апс 

dlltifLIl to 11is рагегпз." (29:8) 

"Апс уоцг Loгd 11as dеегесd tlшt уоц wогsl1iр ПОЛС Ьш 

Нпп, апd tlшt уои Ье dLJtiELJl to уоцг рагспts . If опе 01' 
шегп 01' Ьотл огцтегп аttаiп old agc iп уоцг life, say пог 

to тпсгп а wогd оЕ disгсsрсеt, пог злош at пюгп, Ьш 

addrcss Птегп iп геппз оЕ [юпог, Апd 10wcI" цпто Птетп 

tl1C wil1g of SllЬтissiоп апо lштilitу tllГОLJgll 111сгеу, 

апd say: 'Му Lопl! Bcstow цроп гпсгп Уоцг М егсу as 

А Glimpse at the Beauty of Islаш 75 



пт еу did Ьгiпg те цр wllell1was УОLlпg.' " (17:23,24) 

" Апd We Iшvс спjоiпсс! оп тап [to Ье dLltifLlI апd 

goocJ] to Ili s рагешв. Iп tгаvаiI цроп tга vаil clicl Ilis 
пюшсг Ьеаг 11im; апd iп two уеа гз was his wсапiпg; 

[Ье аг tllC соппп апо .] ' S lюw gга t i t LI С!С to Ме апd to 
уоц г ра гепгв , 10 Мс is у о ш [fiпаl] goal.'" (3 1:14) 

The Prophet ~ says: 

"Рагашзе is а! Пю fcct оГ гпоптегз." (An-Nasc/ '/) 

А регзоп опсе сагпе to Пте Ргорпст ~. апd SOLlgl1t Ili 
рспшзэюп to рагпстрагс iп Л/и/сl [figlltil1g ог 

stГL lggliпg iп Allftll'S way]. 'Птс Ргорлег е, askcc! hilll. 
"Аге уоцг рагепгз still alive'?" 'Пте гпап герйег! in tllC 
аtТiПllаtivс. 'Пте Ргорпет ~ tllen said, "[Уоц slЮLlld] 

сопsidсг tllciI" sегviее аз Ji/l{U!. .. (A!-Buk/](I,.j агк! 

Mus!im) 

RCSIH~ctillg tlH' EI(lcl'ly аш! SIIO\villg AfTcctioll t()\\'ards 

tllС \\'ol11cl1.1I1d tllC УОШI CJ 

Islam eommands Мпвйгпв 10 respeet the elderly and 10 show 
affeelion and тегеу 10wardsehildren. The Prophel ~ says: 

"Тпсге is попе аПlOпgst llS w lю does поt slю\\' гпегсу 

tо\\'пгс!s Пте УОLlпg опсз апd геерест апd lюпог l11е 

сldсгlу." (А ' -Tinl1i{llli) 

It паррепсо опсе t lшt Пте Ргорпет ,~ kisscd 11is 
gгаПС!SОl1 АI-Наsап iп tllC рге: епсе оГ АI-АЧП1' Ып 

Aiibis. WllСП Пте [апег sa\v tllis Ьегсгпагксо : '" 11аус 
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tеп сl1ildгсп апё Ilшvе пеvег kissed апу опе от'глсгп." 

'Пте Ргорпет ~ looked аг Ыгп апсl said: "Не wlю does 
пот slюw гпегсу tоwагds ошегз, [AllaJ1] willпоt slюw 

гпегсу towards 11il11." (A/-ВlIkl1iiJ'l' апd Миз! im) 

The [еаоег of сопgгеgаtiопаlргауег is согпгпапсес to make 
the ргауег а little bit зпопег in consideration ofthose who аге 

behind him. Т!1е Prophet ~ said: 

"1 f апу опе ofyoLlleads tl1e ргауег, уоц slюuld гпаке it 
а bit s!юrtег, Гог tl1e сопgгеgаtiоп iпсlLldеs tl1e iпfiгП1 , 

tl1C ill апd пю aged. If, lюwеvсг, you аге оlТегiпg 

ргаусг аlопе, тпеп уоц сап Iспgtl1СП it as пшсп аз уоц 

wisI1." (А /-8I1kl1ii/'i апd Mus/im) 

Еуеп in time of wаг, Islam соmmапds its fighters to show 
kiпdпеss towards women, cl1ildren, the еldегlу апd the 
iпfiпп. The Ргорhеt ~ цвео to instruct Muslim sоl(!iегs wl1еп 

they were heading foг the battlefield thus: 

"00 поt kill апу old регзоп, апу cl1ild 01' апу WОl11ап." 

(АЬu DCllvucl) 

"00 пот kill tl1e mопks iппюпаstсгiсs." (llm Нuп/юl) 

"00 пот ki1I the pcople wlю аге sittil1g il1 а placc of 
wогsl1iр." (МизпааПзп НапЬа!) 

"Do пот kill а wоuпdеd регзоп, пог спазе а Пееiпg 

person, пог kill а captive." 

Helping tllC eedy 

lslam шgеs Muslims to ехtепd а hеlрiпg hапd to the пееdу 
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and make the afflicted [тарру. The Prophet ~ says : 

"А Мцвйгп is тпе Ьготлег of а Мпзйгп. Не пеипег 

opprcsscs [шп, пог ооеэ Ье failllilll. Нс WllO гейеуеэ а 

Мцвй гп оГ аll аfПiсtiоп, Allfill willl'elievc 11im от' опе 

о[ Пте аПliсtiопs оГ Пю Оау of Jt ldgmспt. Не WllO 
соуегх а Mtlslim's f'с:шlts, АШill \\,ill соуег Ilis о\vп 

[ац] ts оп Пте Оау ofJtldglllспt."(M//s/im) 

lslam encourages Muslims to show тегсу towards those in 
straitened сiгсшпstапсеs and to grant Цтегп а respite until 
тлеу Iшvе enougll to герау tJleir debts, or forgo the агпоцпг in 
case oftlle Ьопоwег's hardship.The Qur'al1 says: 

" П' йю dcbtor is iп а diffictllty, grant 11im time till it is 
еаву [ог Ilim to герау. But if уои гегпп it Ьу way of 
спапту, tJшt is best [ог уоц гГуоц onJy knew." (2:280) 

Тле Ргорпег й says : 

"Тпеге was а гпегслапт \vJlO пвес to аdvапсе 1110пеу to 
pcoplc . lf 11C rcalized tllегс was а tiebtor агпопцэ: llis 
сliепts WllO was ill а tliffictllty, 11C wOtlld tcll Ilis 
sсгvапts : .00 поt take аllуtlliпg погп Ililll; Гогgivе [пгп 

so tlшt АШillmау fогgivс цв'. Апd so АШill fогgпvс llis 
sins ." (A/-B//k/1(inl 

М егс у tоwю'(ls tl1 CAnil11als 

Islam согпгпапаз its followers to show тегсу not only to
wards Ьшпап beings Ьш also towards аплпагз, А person WllO 
il\-treats animals is regarded ш Islam as а зшпег апс wi11 
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consequently invite АШih's wrath. ТЬе Prophet ~ says: 

"А \V0I11CI1 was рtlпisl1сс.i jп Hell оп ассошп 01' а са! 

\Vl1icl1 slle Iшd сопйпеё Ш1til c!catll. SI1C пеппсг gпvе i! 
(о еаг ог to dгiпk wllСП SllC соп fiпеd it, пог did SllC sct it 
[гес so tlшt it l11ig!1t са! Пте уегппп of пю еапп." (А/

Buk/J(/f"iand Mus/im) 

"А гпап арргоаспео а \усll, сезсепсео iпsiс!е it апd 

dгапk (о !lis Пll. Outside tl1e wcll (!1СГС [таррспсо (о Ье а 

dog tlшt was рапtiпg ош ofехггегпе tllil·st. 'Пте гпап 1'еН 

гпсгсу tоwагds it. So 11С took О/ТОПС Ofllis зпосз, filled 
it \\'itll wateI" апd Iшпdсd it (о (!1С c!og (о опепсп its 
tlliгst. АШ1l1 was plcascd \vitll Пте гпап 's gooc.! с!сс(l <111(1 
п(il11ittсd 11il11 iпtо Рагасйзс." (А/-Вuk/l(il"iапd /vlus/im) 

1t Ьаррепес опсе tlшt а dопkсу \vitll а Ьгапо оп its [асс 

Ьаррепес (о pass Ьеюге tl1C Ргорпст ~ . Uроп sесiпg 

tl1C Ьгапс 11е said : "Мау АШill сцгве 11il11 WllO Iшs 

Ьгапdеd [г ." (Mus/im) 

Another папапоп states: 

Allall 's Меssспgсг ~ pгollibitcd tlS l'го 111 11ittiпg acгoss 

пю facc апd Ьгппdiпg [апi пта!в] оп пю (асс." (Mus/im) 

Islam also gives clear-cut instructions as to the ргорег 

таппег ofkilling ап animal тог food . ТЬе Prophet ~ says : 

""Allftl1 11as ргеsсгiЬсс! схссllспсс агк! регfссtiоп iп 

сvегуtlliпg . So [Гуоц iпtспd to kill [ап апппаг] , do so iп 

tl1C bcst possiblc гпаппсг: а гк! [Гуоц iпtспd to slatlglltcI" 
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[ап апппа'], do 50 [п tlle best роэвЫс гпаппег, Let 
еуегуопс ог уоц ргорсгlу sl1агрспllis kпifе апd give 
еазе to tl1C апппа] ." (Mus/im) 

StП~l1gtIН'пillg Опе Апойгсг 

Islam ealls to unity and hапnопу and exhorts agail1st 
discord and hatred. The Оцг 'йп says: 

"Апё 1101(1 fast, all tоgеtll СГ, (о Пт е Rope of АШill 

[i.e., tll is Оцгйп ] апd Ьс по! clividcd." (3:103) 

It also ealls its followers to reciprocatc [оме, affection, 
honcsty and со-орегапоп with опе anothcr. The Prophet ~ 

says: 

"Пте Ьопds оГ Ьгоптегпоос Ьевмесп two Ьсйемегэ 

аге like [Птс Ьгiсks] ofa ЬLlildiпg, еасп опе ofwlliell 
эпрропз апd stгспgtllСПS пю отпет." (11 /-Вuk/U1П) 

"Тле bclicvcrs [п tllciI" пшша! kil1dпсss, согпраззюп 

аl1C} зугпрашу агсjLlst likc опс body. WllСП опс оГtllС 

limbs is aГflictccl. tlle wl10le body гсsропсls \vitll 
wаkСГlIll1СSS агк! [емег;" (A/-Вuk/1(16аl1cI Mus/im) 

FOI"givil1g Огпсгя' Ойепсез 

Islam il1vites its followers to overlook other peoplc's 
offences: 

"Let t11СI11 torgive агп] pass о мег [йте оffепсс]. Do 
уо ц пот сlс siгс tl1<lt А 11511 Sl10lI ld fогgi v с уоц? " 

(24:22) 
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"Repelevil witll t11at Wllicll isbest." (23:96) 

НопогшцtllC Сомспапгя 

Islam also commands its followers to Ьопог theiI" covenants 
and fulfil all theiI" obligations : 

"О you Wl10 believc! Fulfil [all] obIigations." (5 :1) 

lt strongly condemns betrayal and treacheгy: 

"And fulfil Пте covenant; [ог tlle covenant shall Ье 

оцезпопео аоош ." (17:34) 

ТЬе Prophet ~ says: 

"FoI" еуегуопе WI10 Ьгеакв 11is сосепапг , Птеге will Ьс 

а tlag оп tllC Dпу of JlIdgmспt, and it will Ье sai(! [to 
his ог Ьег 11llmiliаtiоп Ьстоге аН сгсапоп]: "Ппз is 
[ргоот'от] Ьеtгауаl Ьу зо-апо-во." (Mus/im) 

"AIJall tl1C All11ig11ty said: '1 will сопtепd аgаiпst 

циее [гурсз 011 реор!е оп Пте Оау оГ Jlldgl11спt: А 

регsоп \уl1О Iшs гпапе а соуепаги iп Му Nal11c апd 

Птеп [таз Ьгоkеп it; а регзоп WI10 lшs sold а Ггее гпап 

апd tllen I1<1S dеvошеd 11is ргiсе; апd а регзоп WI10 
1шs 11iгеd а laborer апd Iшs not givеп 11il1111is рау апег 

11С Iшs obtaincd l1is dlle iп fllll [гогп 11im.'" (А/
Buk//{/n) 

lslam considers disloyalty ап act of hypocrisy, which 
entails Allah's wrath and punishment in the Hereafter. ТЬ.е 
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Рюрhеt ~ says: 

"WhoevcI" possesscs тпсзе [оцг сlшгасtегistiсs is а 

[туросгпе; апd апуопе WllO posscsscs опе оГ тлетп [п 

fact posscsscs а tгаit of Ьуроспву lll1tillle gives it цр: 

wllеп 11е is спггцэтео [witll SОl11сt!liпg], 11С ргоуез 

disllОпеst; \vhеп 11е эреакз, 11е tells lics; wllСП 11С 

шаkеs а соуепагп, 11е Ьгеаks it; апd w]lel111e qllштеls, 

11С Ьсlшvеs in а уегу ппрцпспг, iПSllltiпg гпаппсг." (AI
Вuklujl"iапd Muslim) 

Rcconciliation аг tllC Тiшс огСопйюгв 

lslаш епсошаgеs its fol1owers to adjllst аll matters of 
difference and settle disputes to рауе tl1e way for а реасеш], 

hагmопiоus society. It also calls thеш to гесопсйе between 
the conf1ictingрагцез: 

"Пте Ьеliеvегs аге nothing else гпап brothers. So шаkе 

гесопсй [апоп Ьеtwееп УОШ Ьготпегв ." (49: 1О) 

"Зо Геаг Allall and adjllst а11 птапегз of difference 
ашопg уоц." (8: 1) 

'Пте Prophet ~ says: 

"То гесопсйе two pcople is [ап act оп спапгу." (А 1
В ukl/cil"i and Миз!im) 
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El1joil1ing Gощl апп FtH'blddil1g Evil 

Enjoining virtue and forbidding evil plays а vital part in the 
гсfоmшtiоп of society at large and 1S а very effective tool for 
the eradication of evil. Islam 
urges its followers to spare 
по pains to fulfil their 
obligations and help опе 

another to stand Ьу the truth 
in рапепсе and unshaken 
constancy in the midst of 
corruption, decadence and 
spiritual stagl1ation. The Qur' ап 

says: 

"Апс let цтеге arise ош огуоц а Ьапd ofpeople i пv i t i пg 

to а" тпа: is good, епjоiпil1g wlшt is rigl1t, агк! 

forbidding wlшt is wгопg : шеу аге tlle опез to а tt а i п 

felicity." (3: 104) 

The Prophet ~ says: 

"WllOever iпvitсs [реор!е] to а [Топп оГ] gLlidal1cc, \vill 
lшvе it гсwагd as wcll as Птс гсwагd ог'[а!'] Пюзс WllO 
ас! цроп it \vitllOtlt апуппп]; dil11il1isllCd [гогп their 
!'c\\'arcls: апd \VllOeVeJ' il1vitcs (о ан cvil [tlliпg], will 
SllOtlldcr its siп as \vell аз Пте siп . of[all ] Пюзе WllO ас! 

цроп it witlюut diminisllil1g tllC Ьцгссп огтпсэс sil1s in 
Пте [еазт." ( 'V!ltsli/ll) 

"1 k \\1110 gtlidcs 10 [а [опп 01] мгшс \villlшvс tllC заптс 

IT\vard аз tl1<lt oftllOsC \vlю ас: цроп п .' (Mlts/i/ll) 
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The Оцг 'йп commends the Muslim community for its 
observance ofthis noble trait: 

"You аге the best of pcople raiscd [ог tlle good of 
тпапкпк]: уоц епjоiп wlшt is rigllt, fогЫd wlшt is 
wгопg агк! believc iп А IIft11 ." (3: I1 О) 

Ifthese Divine commands аге neglected, evil will without а 

shadow of doubt prevail апd both the upright апd the 
crooked will Ье doomed to Allah's wrath. The Qur'ап says 
about 'the Children ofIsrael': 

"Птове агпогшз! пте Сllildгеп of Isгаеl Wl10 
disbelieved wеге сшзео Ьу tllc топрце of David апс 

гевпв, SOI1 of Магу. Тlшt was Ьесацзе tllCY disobeycd 
апё регsistеd ш excesscs. Т11еу did not tогЫd опе 

апошег tlle шеошпеэ Wllicll птеу согппппео. Evil 
indeed was that WI1iCll Птеу did." (5:78-9) 

The Prophet *sets forth а very beautiful parable about this: 

"Птс <Jпаlоgу 01' птовс wlю оохсгме Allall'S sct lil11its 
апё Пюхс WllO tГ<Jl1sgгсss гпсгп is sil11ilaI" to шаг ог а 

gГОllр 01' рсор!е wlю gct 011 Ьоаго а Sllip апсг саstiпg 

lots. SOI11C от гпегп аге [п Пте цррег deck агн] SOI11C 01' 
Птеш il1 tlle 10weJ" deck WllCI1 Птозе [п Пю 10weI" dcck 
гссшге wateI" тпсу go to Птозе il1 tllC цррег deck агк] 

say [ го Птегп] : 'Сошё \ус гпаке а lюlс witlЮllt callsil1g 
папп to Пю gГOllp [п пю цррсг dcck?' 1f Птозс il1 tl1C 
цррсг (Icck al\ow шегп to сапу ош tl1Cir dcsigl1, Птеу 

wil1 al t рсгis ll: Ьтп iГtllСУ (10 I10! allo\v Птегп to do so, 
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Птеу will аll Ье saved." (AI-ВlIkbl;/"i) 

Islаш сошшапds Мusliшs to obscrve these Divinc 
сошшапds to thc best oftheir ability.ТЬе Prophet ~ says: 

"WJlOever 01' уоц sces sOl1letl1il1g \vrol1g, 11е гпцвг 

сJШl1gс it \Vitl1 11is [тагк! [г.е., Ьу аспоп ог deed); if [те 

саппог, Ict Ыгп try го сJШl1gе it witJ1 11is топяце: it' [те 

cannot, tl1el11ct J1il1l ггу to cJ13nge it \VitJ111is heart [i.e., 
Ьу Sllowil1g t'eelil1gs о Г сJisарргоvаl and 
сопсегппапоп], and t11is is tlle пппппа! dcgree of 
Fа iПт ." (Ми» 1im) 

Asccrtaining пю Соггесгпсвв 01"Rcpol·ts 

Another noteworthy Ьеашу оfIslаш is that it сошшапds its 
followcrs to ascertain the сопссtпеss of reports lest they 
shollld do injl1stice to others: 

"О уоц WllO believe! Ifan evil регзоп [ог \iar] сотпев to 
уоц with ап у I1CWS, vегifу it lest уоц shotlld лапп 

р еорlе tJl1wittingJy, and then Ьесогп е геgгеtftll тог 

what уо ц паме dопе ." (49:6) 

"And follow поt [i.e., say not, ог do пот, ог witness пот , 

etc.] tl13t o[which уоulшvе по knowledge [e.g., one' s 
saying , 1 lш vе seen' whi ' е in [ас: 11е }ш s not sее п 

anytl1il1g, ог ' 1 Ьауе пеап! ' wllile пт гас: пе Ьаз 110t 
п еаго anytlling]. Verily, tl1e hearing, t}le sight and the 
л еап - all these sllall Ье called to ассоцпт." (17:36) 

Спа гасгег at it · Bcst 

Islаш calls to Ье of noble спагасгег and rewards аоцпоаппу 
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those who observe it_ ТЬе Prophet ~ says: 

"Тпе Ьсliеvсгs \vitll репест Faitll аге tlюsе \vlюsе 

спагасгег is the best, агк! Птс best amongst you аге 

tlюsс \vlю аге bcsl 10 tllCir \\,ives." (AI- П/"micl!Ii) 

The Prophet ~ says: 

"Птс Ьсйеусг сап апаш птс гапк ог пюзе \VllO offer 

посшгпа! зирегегояаюгу ргауегз апо observc 

ьцрегегояагогуfas(s, asа гезц]! UГllis goud спагасгег.' 

(А Ьи DOII'{/{f) 

"Тле еlсагсst агк] пеагсвт апюпцв: уоц 10 те оп Пте 

Day оt'.JшlgтСllt агс tlюsс \vit ll IllC Ьсзг спагасгег, апd 

tllC most аЫЮП"Сllt (о гпе and tllc faгtllcst [гогп те оп 

Пте Dау оУ .JlIdgтепt аге the рогпроцз, boastflll, 

Ьгаggагts апо Птс аггояаш pcople." (А 1- Пmli(lIl/) 

It sеешs that tlle Prophet ~ was sent ошу to сошр.еге the 
most поblе character traits. As he said: 

"Sшсlу, 1was опгу зепт (о согпр[егс II1C гповт I10ЫС 

спагасгсг tгаi lS." (А I-Вuk//{IП) 

АI! the J"eligious obJigations such as ргауег, fasting апс 

pilgrimage ате гпеапт to пштцге good character. ТЬе Qш 'аl1 

says: 

"F01" Н{Ш аге the гпопшз wеll-kпоwп . {Г апуопе 

ппсс паке в Ilшt duty Птегеш, Ict гпеге Ьс по оЬsсспitу, 

пог wickcelllcss, пог wгапglill g iп tllC Hajj. Агк! 

wlшt е vег good уоц do , [Ь е зпге] AllaJl kпоws it. Ап еl 
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takc а ргоvisiоп [witll уоц] [ог tllC jоllГПСУ, Ьш tllC bcst 
оГ ргоvisiопs is гig11t сопоцсг." (2: 197) 

"Recite wl1at is зепг ot'tlle Book Ьу шврпаиоп (о уоц, 

апё estabIisll геgl11аг ргауег: Гог ргауег геstгаiпs [гогп 

зпагпеш! апd evil (lee(ls."(29:45) 

ТЬе Pгophet ~ says: 

"Н' опе оГ уоц is fаs tiпg, 11С SllOUld пот lISC оЬsсспе 

lапgllаgс ог Ьспамс tool isllly апd ппрцоеппу; апо if 
зоптсопс figl1ts 'vvitll l1im ог аоцвез 11im, 11С SllOlIld say: 
'1 агп fastil1g! 1агп fаstiпg!'''(А/-Вuk//(i6ап(l!v1us/im) 

"WIlOCVCI" docs п о t аЬstаiп [го гп dcccitflll зрсссп а пd 

асtiопs [wllile tasting], Allall is пот iп пееd оГ 11il11 
Iсаviпg 11is foo(1 апс dгiпk ." (A/-Buk//(i,.j) 

GСПСI'оsitу ,,!ill Ье герап] 

ТЬе Qur'ап says: 

"Апо w]1ateveI" уоц sрепd iп good, it is fог уоцгвегуев, 

when уоц зрело поt exccpt sееkiпg Allall'S 
Соцптепапсе; апd whatsoeveI" good tlliпg уоц sрспd, it 
will Ье гсраid to уоц in fl1l1 , and уоц will пот Ье 

wгonged." (2: 272) 

"А п с w]latevel" уоц sрепd il1 good, зше.у АШlll kl10ws 
it well." (2:273) 

А птап asked tlle Ргорпсг !;<; : "Wllic ll ас! iп Islal11 is tlH~ 

bestT Не герйео, "То tccd [Птс пеесу] апd (о gгсс( 
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сусгуопс, \Vl1ctl1cr уоц Ю1О\V тлегп ог 110t." (А /

8/1k//(/J"i апс M/ls/im) 

JiibiI" ~~'" опе 01' Пте Ргорпег'х Согпрапюпз. saicl. 
"Лllal1'S Мсssспgсг :J;.. пемег said 'по' to апуопе WI10 
askc<.1 11 i111 [ог anyt11 iпg ." (А /-8/1k//(/ 1"1' а 11<.1 Мик! im) 

I .ovin~ [ог Others \\ 'tH,t Опе lo\'es 1'01' Опезсй' 

Islam щgеs its followers to desire тог others what they desire 
for шешзегсез, and to treat them in thc samc mаппсг thcy 
like to Ье treated. ТЬе Опгёп says about the true believers: 

"Апо [Н1СУ] givc ргстегепсе оусг тпегпвегсев, еvсп 

tlЮllgll poverty was tlleir [оwп [от]." (59:9) 

ТЬе Prophet ~ says: 

"Nопе 01' уоц will Ьс сопsidсгсd а ггпе Ьейеуег lll1til 
11С loves Гог 11 is Ьгоптег wl1at 11е [омеэ Гог 11 ппве IГ" (А /
8/1k/1(/I"I) 

The Prophet :i says: 

"Л slavc \vill 110t апа!п [thc statc 01'1 рсгfссt Faitl1lll1til 
11е спjоуs тпгее слагасгепзпсз: sрспdiпg [iп Птс \vay 01' 
ЛIl<1l1] iп гппе 01' роvсгtу, tгсаtiпg otl1crs \vitl1 [цзпсе 

еуеп tl1Otlgl1 it гпау Ье against 11il11sеlГ, апd givil1g 
сцггепсу to thc gгееtiпg of реасе [г.е ., Аз-Байипи 

'А [а ik/lm]." 

"WI1Ocvcr l1<1s гпоге tl1(111 опе 1110ш1t Sl10tllcl otTel' it to 
11il11 \\'110 clocs not I1аУС апу: wl1OeVCI" 11<1s SllгрltlS food 
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Sl10tlld give 1tto Ы гп WI10 Ьав поtl1iп g . " (Mus!im) 

The narrator ofthis trad1tion said that the Prophet ~ went оп 

specifying all sorts ofprovision until we thought that попе of 

us had апу right whatsoever to апу surplus things we had . 

Dcf'ending thc Нопог of'Othcl's 

Islam makes it ап obIigation ироп еуегу Muslim to defend 
his brother's Ьопог, property and bIood, in their absence, as 
much as he сап. Abud-Darda' ~, the renowned Hadith 
паггаюг, reported that а тап abused another тап in his 
absence and another тап who was then present defended the 
latter. То this the Prophet ~, who was also а witness to the 
incident, said: 

"Не WI10 defends 11is Ьготпег'в [юпог, AlIall will keep 
away Неййге [гот [Ьuгпiпg] 11is [асе [оп tllc Dау о[ 

] tldgmcnt]." (А /-Тiпnidbl) 

'Пге Grcat Мегп апd Rc\vard оfРаtiспсс 

Islam prompts its followers to observe рапепсе and 
perseverance in three ways: рапепсе and steadfastness whi le 
acting ироп АШih's commands, рапепсе while striving hard 
to avoid АШih's prohibitions, and рапепсе when afflicted 
with calamity. 

Рапепсе here implies а питЬег of things including рапепсе 

in the sense of being thorough not hasty. То have рапепсе. 

perseverance, constancy, steadfastness, firrnness of purpose 
and а cheerful attitude of resignation in sorrow ог suffering 

as opposcd to murmuring ог геЬеШоп . То Ье patient and 
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оvегсоше passivity and listlessness with constancy and 
steadfastness. 

Рап еп се and Salftt [ргауег] аге ехтгегпе гу helpful tools in 
tiше s оfс аlашitу and distress. The Qur'an says: 

"Апd всек Allah's I1Clp withраti спt регsеvегапсе апд 

Sal/it [ргауег]." (2:45) 

Рап епс е in l slаш has ап ехtгеш еl у great шегit апd its геwагd 

with Allah is Ьоuпdlеs s. The Qur 'ап says: 

"And Ье steadfast iп patience ; Гог vег i l у АШН1 will поt 

sllfТcl" tllC гсwагd oftllc ,"iglltCOUS to репзп. " (1 J:115) 

" [ f уоц рсгsсvегс paticntly апо оЬsсгvс picty, - Птеп 

tlшt iпd с сd is а гпапег ofgrcat гевошпоп . " (3: 186) 

Hygicne ilJ аН AspectsofLife 

А closcr 100kat thc tсасhiп gs оflslаш will гем е а! that it caHs 
to hуgiепе ш аll aspects ofJife. 

ISlаш соmmапds its followers to use their righthands while 
еаtiпg ог dгinkiпg because the left папс is solely геs егvеd юг 

such thiпg s as сlеапiпg опсsсlf iп the bathroom aftcr 
апswе г i пg the саН of паturе. This ехсеl1епt habit makes оп е 

а wагс at all times which hand to utilize оп which occasion. 

Islam ргоhiЫt s ccrtain foods [ог tl1e sake of hygiene. The 
Qur 'an says: 

" Нс [i.c.. АШlll] Ьав оп гу fогЫddсп уоц dca(l meat апс 

blood апd Пте Певп of tllC swil1c, апd Пт а: оп Wl1icll а пу 

о тлег пате 11а5 Ьееп invoked besides that о!' AIIall." 
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(2:173) 

"FогЫddеп го у оц [Гог food] аге: clead гпеат, bIood, tl1e 
Пе зп о/'swiпе , апd О1<11 оп Wl1ich Allfll1 'SNшпе 11as пот 

Ье еп iпvоkсd , ша: Wl1iCl1 паз Ьееп killcd Ьу 

stгапgliпg, ог Ьу а viоlепt bIow, ог Ьу а 11сасl\опg Гall , 

or Ьу Ьеiпg gогесllо clcatl1 , tlшt Wl1icl1 IШ5 Ье еп рагtlу 

еатеп Ьу а wild агшпаг шпезв уоц аге аЫс to slaLlgl1leI' 
it [ г п оце [опп Ьеюге is deatll] ..." (5:3) 

If ап animal dies as а [esult of stгапgliпg ог а viоlепt bIow ог 

а hеаdlопg fall ог Ьу Ьеiпg goгed to dealh, ог Ьу Ьеiпg 

attacked Ьу а wild animal, the ргеsuтрtiоп is that it becomes 
сагпоп. as Пте lifebIood is сопgеаlеd Ьеfоге Ьеiпg tаkеп ош 

ofthe body. 

Ноwеvег, iГ the 1i febIood still f10ws апd the solemn mode of 
slaughtel" iп the Name of АШih is сапiеd out , it becomes 
lawful as food. 

Сагпоп or dead meat апd blood as articles of food аге 

паtuгаllу repulsive. Pork has more fat thап тusсlе-Ьuildiпg 

materia1, the first meat апу cardiologist,Гromатопg people 
who eat swiпс, tells the раtiепt to stop еаtiпg is рогk. It is 
тоге liabIe to disease thап отлег kinds of meat, e.g., 
trichinosis, characterized Ьу hair-1ike WОПllS iп the muscular 
tissue. I 

Clean1iness is not оп1у "пехт to gоdliпеss " but a1so "halfthe 

Faith" , as the Prophet ~ c1ear1y states. Prayer will not Ье 

valid without Wudhu ' [ablution]. AbIutions require the 

washing ofthose parts ofthe body that аге genera11y exposed 
to dirt ог dust, such as the [асе , the arms and the feet . 

1 See Yusuf Ali , The Holy Quf"'аn: English Ттпз'айоп of tl1e M eanings & 
Сотт етаху. 1990, р.69. 
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Ablutions Ьесоте nllllified as а геэцп of responding to the 
call of nature, sleep, and зехца] activity, etc. The Ghusl 
[bath] requires the washing of the whole body after wet 
dreams, sexual iпtегсошsе, ироп expiration of the 
шепstruаtiоп period [ог women and at the end of postnatal 
bleeding, which is еstiшаtеd at а гпахппшп of forty days. 

The iшроrtапсе and beneficial гезцпз of cleanliness оп 

Мusliшs is crystal clear if we гешеmЬег that they have to 
perform ablution before their prayers . АШlh loves those who 
observe cleanliness: 

"A Ilt111 loves Пто зе WllOшгп to Н im сопзгаппу апс Не 

loves Пюзе WllO kee p tl1emse]ves рtlге агк! clean ." 
(2:222) 
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Fornication and Adulter"y 

lslаш prohibits fomication, adultery, and all the ul1lawful 

acts that аге bound to lead to it, such as lustful looks and 

private шееtiпgs. It has огоашео the stoning of adulterers 

and adulteresses, the whipping of fomicators аnc! the killing 
of hошоsехuаls publicly with а view to safegllarding 

people's honor, upholding гпога! values, encouraging 

decency and chastity and protecting society at large against 

гпога] deterioration апо ultiшаtе ппп. 

With regard to this issue, тле well-known saying, 

"Prevention is better than cure" finds fu11 scope in lslаш. For 

lslаш takes а11 the necessary preventive шеаsurеs to guard 

against the degeneration of гпога] values in the Мusliш 

society. ТЬе Qur'fш considers апу act leading to аЬошiпаblе 

deeds forbidden. The Оцгёп says: 

"And согпе поt пеаг to аоцпегу ; for it is ап indecent 

deed and ап evil way." (17:32) 

Сошшепtiпg ироп this Verse, YllSllfAli writes: 

"Adultery is not only shашеful iп itself and 

шсопзтзгегпwith апу self-respect or respect Уог others, 

Ьш it opens the road to гпапу evils. lt destroys цте basis 
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of the family: it works against the interests of children 
Ьот ог to Ье Ьот ; it m ау cause murders апс feuds and 
loss of гершапоп а п п property, and also loosens 
perrnanently the bond s ofsociety.Nог only ShOllld it Ье 

avoided as а sin, but апу approach or temptation to it 
ShOllld Ье avoided." 1 

Usury 

Islam forbid s ц вцгу in the stronges t possible terrns due to the 
пшп егоц з social ills it is Ьоцпо to trigg er. USuriOllS 
гг ап васцопв , in the Islamic маше system, represent а 

ргогпш епт source of ul1justified advantage. The Qur 'an 
forbids its followers to асошге each other 's property 
wrongfully: 

"And cat up поt опе another's property l1пjustlу, пor 

givc bribery to the judges [before ргеsепtiпg уоцг 

case] that уоц mау eat цр а part of the ргорепу of 
отпегэ siпfllllу." (2:188) 

Usury repres ents the high est топп of eating up others' 
prop erty lInlawflllly. It is "по т only а source ofgreat injustice 
Ьш also of misallocation of resources, errati c growth, 
economic instability and а пшпэ ег of other ес о п оmiс 

ргошсгп в. ? ' 

I YOllSllf Ali, The Но 'у Qu,. 'dn: Eng/ish Ткапиайо п ofthe Meanings and 

Сотт етаку, King Fahd Holy Qш 'an Print ing Сошрlех, 1990, рр . 785-6. 

' М.Uшаг Спар га, Tmvmds а Just Мо пеииу System, Тhe Islашiс Роцпоапоп, 

1985, р . 5 6 . 
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Islam aims to establish justice and eradicate exploitation in 
а11 its forrns. Usurious transactions also spoil human 
геlаtiопs due to the Ьапп they incur uроп debtors. They also 
give rise to а gгoup of поп-ргоduсtivе people who аге по 

Ьепеfit to their society. Whereas legitimate trade ог iпdustгу, 

which the Qur' <1п соmmепds апd епсоurаgеs, iпсгеаsеs the 
prosperity and the stability of mеп апd паtiопs. А 

dерепdепсе оп usury definitely encourages а culture of 
fruitless, сгиеl parasites апd selfish people who will do тоге 

harrn to their societies than good. The Qur '<1n says: 

"Тlюsе wlю eat цвцгу will поt stапd except as stапds 

опе wlюm tlle Sаtап Ьу l1is гоцсп лав dгiv сп to 
таdпеss . 'Птаг is Ьесацзе Птеу say, 'Trade is like 
пзпгу, , Ьш AlIa!l 11as permitted trade апd fогЬiddсп 

цзцгу. Тlюsе wlю, after гесеiviпg аdтопitiоп тгогп 

tlleir Lord, dcsist sl1a1l Ье рагdопеd тог йте past; tllCir 
case is тог АШill [to jLldge] ; Ьш tlюsе wlю герсаг [пте 

оtfепсе] аге d\vellers от' thc Епе : тпеу will abide 
шегеш ." (2 :275) 

"AlIa!l wi11 deprive цвцгу от а)! ы�ssiпg,' Ьш will give 
шсгеазе тог deeds of спагпу: тог АШill lovcs поt апу 

lIпgгаtеful з пше г. " (2 :276) 

"О уоц wlю believe! Ееаг А11Ыl апd give пр wllat 
гетаiпs of уоцг dетапс\ for цвшу, if уоц аге i\1(.ieed 
believers . lf уоц do it пот , take поtiсе оГ war [гогп 

АШill апd His Меssепgсг, Ьш it'уоц герепт, уоц s lш ll 
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11а уе уоцг capital sшн s : Осаl поt lIпjllstlу, апd уоц 

sl1all110t Ье dcalt witl1lll1jllstly." (2:278-9) 

Аlcоlюliс Beycrages 

Islam prohibits all sorts of alcoholic beverages and labels
 
them "the root of all evil" оп ассоuпt of the evil they cause.
 

The Qur'an says:
 

"о уоц wlю believe! I пtохiсапts апd gшнbliпg, 

sасгitiсiпg to s t о п е s, апd [(iiviпаtiОI1 Ьу] агrow s , аге 

аЬоmiпаtiоп s ог Sаtап ' s l1апd iwогk : Escl1CW зцс ]: 

[аЬоmiпаtiоп s] tl1<1t уоц гпау рго зрег." (5:90) 

Ву ргоhiЫtiпg all sогt ofintoxicants, Islam aims at сгеаtiпg а
 

гезропзю!е and [eliable society fгее of dependencies . It
 
wants а11 the individuals in the society to keep theiI" sobriety
 
and soundness of mind, sаfеguагd their ргорепу from
 
unnecessaгy and exorbitant expenses and ргоtесt their purity
 
and good сhагасtег.
 

Those addicted to such contemptible beverages аге to Ье first
 
of all гесцевгес to герепt. If they регsist in theiI" evil actions,
 
which affect society negatively, they will then Ье subjected
 
to the punishment of а public whipping, which serves as а
 

deteгrent to а1l.
 

[пипога] Ве] и,,·jol· 

Islam makes it uttегlу fогЫddеп foI" теп to аре women and
 
vice vегsа, in еппег арреагапсе ог conduct. Рог imitation of
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the opposite sex in dress, movements ог the way of speaking 

is l1ndol1bted!y а manifest diversion [гот what is right and 
пашга]. Тоlегапсеofsl1ch forms ofperversion in the пате of 
civilization and progress, in тапу societies has triggered 
пшпегопзsocia! , тпога] , and physical diseases. 

ls!am wants its followers to adhere to the поэ!е principles 
dictated Ьу its рцге патцге. For тап is created а Мцзшп, in 
other words innocent, рцге, true and inclined to right апс 

упше. It is the network of perversion prevalent in tlle 
environment into which опе is Ьоm that affects this пашга! 

рцгпу of lslam and шгпз опе away [гот it, таkiпg опе 

цпстеап , false , and dеsiгiпg тог what is wrong апd harmful. It 
def1ects опе [гот the worship оГ the Опе Тгце God. The 
Prophet ~ says : 

"Еуегу c11ild is Ьоrn оп tl1e Fi"'ah, ог in а рцге state of 
пашге [i .e., Мцвйгп] , It is his рагспts who convert him 
to JLldaism, Christian ity ог Magial1ism. Read, if so you 
will , тпе Verse : 'So set уоцг [асе truly to thc religion of 
рцге lslamic monothcism, thc пашге in which АШll1 

has created mankincl: No change let шеге Ье il1 the 
re ligion ofАШih. That is the straig11treligion, Ьш most 
among mankind know not .' (30:30)" 

lslam сате to сцге this crookedness and to restore hurnan 
пашге to its right апd original соцгзе. 

Avoidance ofThings 110t Rclcv~lI1t 

А Мцвйгп sho111d not епgаgе iп зогпейппя, which does not 

сопсегп him. The Prophet ~ says: 
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" 

"А sign of а регsоп's good Fai tl1 is tlшt 11е does not 
engage 111 tl1at Wl1icll cloes not Ьспеfit ппп ." (А t

Пгmiсllli) . 

Мапу Muslims, hоwеvег, seem to ha ve neglected the 

in stгuction uпdегlуiпg thi s beautiful saying. Wеге they to act 

ироп this Hadith , тпе у would certainly avoid тапу 

ргошетпз, disputes and агgumепts. 

Severing ofBlood Relationship 

Another beautiful aspect of lslam is t11at it stгiсtlу prohibits 

the severin g of ше ties of blood геlаtiопshiр. The Qur'an 

says : 

" And [еаг All ah throLlgl1 WllOl11 уои оегпапо у о цг 

пшша ! [rights] , and [do 110t sever the гегапоп э оп Пте 

wOl11bs [i.e., k insh ip]." (4 : 1) 

The Ргорпетй sa ys in thi s connec tion: 

"Пте регsоп WllO severs tl1C Ьоппз of kiпsl1iр will not 

епгег Paгadisc."(A/-ВukЫiгi) 

"Не \VllO believes iп Allfll1 апо Пте Last Оау, Пlllstjоil1 

пте ties о f ге'айопэшр" (А l-Bukl7iiгi and Muslim) . 

Ошег Social Vices 

l slam also prohibits backbiting, саlшnпу, spying, lying, 

betrayal and аll such ignoble traits. There аге numerous 

геfегепсеs to these in the Оп гёп and the Sunnah [the 

traditions of the Ргорпег й] , Неге аге а few ofthem. 
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The Qur ' an says: 

"О уоц wlю Ьеl icve! Let 110t some гпеп аl1Юl1g уоц 

dсгidс отлег гпеп: it гпау Ьс tlшt Птс [апсг аге Ьепег 

than the [оппсг; пог let women dcricle оптсг womcn: il 
гпау Ьс Пте [апег аге Ьепег шап пте [оппег; пог (lcCal11c 
опе апойтег , пог inslIlt опе апоthег Ьу пiсkпаmе s . Bad 
iпdесd is ап cviJ гершапоп апег Пт е pгoCession 01' 
Faith; and tl10SC WI10 repcnt not аге tllC wгongclocrs. О 

уоц WJ10 bclicvc! Avoid зи зрююп as пшсп [as 
possibIc]; [ог зцвр.сюп iп зо гпе cascs is а siп. Апd spy 
пот , пог backbitc OllCапогпег. WOllld апу ог уоц Нке to 
cat tllC flCSJl of'lli s dcad [Мцзйш] Ьгошег? Сегtа i п lу, 

уоц WOllld loathc it. Апd [еаг AlIaJl . SшсJ у, AllaJl is 
Oft-Retuming, Мегсйц]." (49: 11 , 12) 

"VeriJy, АШill согпгпапёь УОll to гепс ег back tJle I Гlls ts 

to шове епtitlеd to тпегп." (4:58) 

"Оо поt 11elp опе апойтег ill si l1 311d tгап sgге s . юп . ' 

(5:2) 

The Prophet ~ says: 

"Оо пот dcsc\1 опе апоптег, do поt пшэс 11аtгс(1 

to\vards опе апотпег, (10 1101 Ье [еагоцв of OllC апотпсг , 

апd Ье. О sJaves ot'Allall , тгце Ьгойюгв . It is пот lawt\.\1 
Гог а Мц зйп. 10give пр lаlkiпg 1011is [Мцзйгп] Ьгогпег 

[ог гпогс птап Птгсе days." (А I -ВlIkl/{j"i апd Мик!im) 

"Тпе рс!" ' оп WI10 gocs апош willl саиипгпе » will пот 

епгсг Рагасй зе." (АI-Вllkl/(i" iап(! MlIslim) 
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"П is Cl101lgl1 Гог а птап (о ргоуе Ilimself а liaг wllen [те 

gocs оп паггапгп; wlшtеvсг 11C 11I;:агs ." ( Mus/im) 

"А [пце] Мцвйгп is ОПС [гогп WllOSC tопgl1С Ml1slims 
агс sa Ге." (А /-Bukl/(zl"i апd Mus/im) 

"Вес/аге ot'епму, Ьесапзс епуу dеstгоуs viгtl1еs jllst as 
йте Пгс сезпоуз tllc fiгсwощi." (А/т D(/И 'l/(f) 

"Вее/аге of зпвр.сюп, [ог зцзргсюп is tlle \vогst о!' 

falsc tales." (А /-Buk//{/,"iand Mus/im) 

"lt is СПОl1g 11 cvil тог а Мцвйгп (о look dowll цроп Ilis 
[Мцвйгп] Ьгойтег." (Mus/im) 
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These аге а few examples of the beauty of Islam. Islam 
liberated the ignorant, ruthless Arabs from oppressing опе 

another, united their ranks, refined their manners, delivered 
them from evil, tumed them into а civilized and cultivated 
nation after they had Ьееп tom with civil and tribal feuds and 
dissension. When they dedicated themselves completely to 
the Truth and stood Ьу it, theiI" еmрiге was Ьот in а гпапег of 
а few уеагs апd Islam геigпеd suргете еvегуwhеге. ТЬе 

Qur'ал says: 

"And remember with gratitude АШih 's Favor оп уоц; 
с
 
о
 

'й	 for уои were enemies and Не joined your hearts iп 
;;:j 
()	 love, so that Ьу Н is Gгасе, уоц Ьесагпе Ьгошегв. Апd 
с
 
о
 

о	 уои wеге оп tl1e brink of tl1e pit of Fire , and Не saved 
уоц [гогп it. 'Пшз does АШih make His signs clear to 
уоц, tlшt уои гпау Ье gtlided." (3: 103) 

"СаН to шiпd whеп уоц were а small [Ьапd], deemed 
weak tlHougl1 the lапd , апd afraid тпа: гпеп migl1t 
despoil апd kidпар уоц; Ьш Ье provided а safe place 
for уоц , stгепgtl1епеd уои wit}1 His aid, and gave уоц 

good things for эцыепапсе, tlшt уои might Ье 

grateful ." (8:26) 
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Islam's enemies get closer to it and етЬгасе it wittingly ог 

unwitting1y because it is the truth [гот АШth. Their 
inventions, science and technology only serve to testi[y that 
Islam is beyond апу shadow о[ doubt а true religion. The 
Оцг'ап says: 

"500П will We SllOW тпегп Оцг sigпs in the цпгеегв е 

апd jn themselves, шш] it becomes гпапйевт to тпегп 

that tllis is tlle truth.ls it поt епоugh that уоцг Lord doe s 

witness а11 things?" (41 :53) 

Веiпg the true religion [гот Allah, Islam will пеvег wane 
despite the all-out attacks 1eveled against it. Its Divine light 
will сопtiпuе to illumiпаtе people's hearts and souls, deliver 
them [гот evil, and spread justice and тегсу. The Qur'an 

says: 

"Т п е п iпtепtiоп is to ехtiп gui sll A1Jall'S Light witll 
their гпошп з! But АШill will complete His Light е уе п 

t1101Igh t11e disbeli evers птау detest [it] ." (61 :8) 

А Glimpse at the Beauty ofIslam 102 



The Ош 'йп draws а сгеаг distiпсtiоп Ьеtwееп the dead апd 

the li viпg: 

"Зо vсгi1у уои саппот make tlle clead [i.e., тпе 

disЬс1iсvегs] to hеаг, пог сап you гпаке tlle deafto леаг 

tllC call, wllcn гпеу show tllcir backs апd ппп away. 
NoI" сап уоц 1ead back пте blincl [гогп tlleir stгауiпg. 

You сап шаkе to Ьеаг оп1у thosc WllO bclieve in Оцг 

sigпs агк! SllЬшit [tl1eil" will to Islаш]." (30:52-3) 

"Сап Ье, WllO was dead [as а геэцп Ofllis disbclicf] and 
We gave Ili1l1 1ifc [Рап п] and тпаёе тог Ьпп а ligllt 
whегсЬу ле walks ашопg гпеп, Ьс likc Ыгп WllO is in 
пю deptlls darkncss [от' disbe1ic[] whспсс лс саппот 

согпе ош?" (6: 122) 

'Пт е тпагмегэ of A]]al1's creation сап Ье realized iп а gепеIа1 

way Ьу еvегуопе who Ьа з ап iпсliпаtiоп to aHow зцсп 

kпоwlесlgе to репепате ms miпd. But if теп, out of 
регуегэпу, kill tl1e уегу facu1ty, wmcl1 Allah Ьа з givеп them, 
110w сап Цт еу Цтеп uпdегstапd ? How с ап the trutl1 геасл sllch 
people who ппп theiI" backs and stubboml y гешзе to Ье 

шыгпстео at al1? Thollgh тлеу l1ave seemingly аН the 
faculties of геаsоп and регсерпоп , they паме so deadened 
them that those facll1ties do not function, and they go 
l1eadlong iпtо Ней : 

"Мапу аге Пте jiпп and гпапкпп! [ог НеН: Птеу 'ШУС 

леапз WllCrC\vitll Птеу ппссгвгапо пот, cycs \v11сгсwit]l 

тпеу see пот , аncl еагв wllегеwitll Птсу леаг not,- пау 

сvсп птоге аstгау. 'Птеу Ш'С Пте Ilccd1css ones." (7:179) 
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