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Indeed, in their stories there is a lesson

for men of understanding.

- Stirah Ytsuf, verse 111



Transliteration Key

y1- -4
-3 b-t
o-b 'L’_Z
-t g-h 3
&-th t’gh
c-i o-f
c-h 6-q
¢ -kh 4-k
>-d J-1
s-dh (—m
ST o-n
5-z s-a
_ o-h
S
o~ -sh syl
o2 8

4z - Used after the name of Allah, translated as, “Praise be to Allah Who is
pure and elevated.”

# - Used after the name of Nabi Muhammad #, translated as, “May Allah'’s
peace and blessing be upon him.”

22 - Used after the name of a prophet of Alldh, translated as, “May Allah’s
peace be upon him.”

4, .2, - Used after the name of a Sahabi (companion) of Nabi Muhammad 3z,
translated as, “May Allah be pleased with him / her.”

4 - Used after the names of more than one Sahabi (companion) of Nabi
Muhammad £, translated as, “May Allah be pleased with them.”

= a4 - Used after the name of a pious person, translated as, “May Allah’s
mercy be upon him / her.”
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Foreword

by Mufti Siraj Desai
Principal of Darul-Uloom Abu Bakr, Port Elizabeth

In The Name of Allih, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Special Salat and
salam be upon Our Master Hazrat Muhammad #, upon his family and his
illustrious companions and descendants.

I have had the good fortune of reading through some sections of the
book Pearls of the Path compiled by Moulana Afzal Ismail Sahib. Masha-Allah,
the book makes for extremely interesting reading. It is well written and
ideally designed, and the short moral that follows each anecdote provides
the reader with a quick, practical lesson that could be implemented in
one’s day-to-day life. T am sure this anthology of anecdotes will go a long
way towards creating some awareness in readers with regard to good
character, compassion, respect, humility, and all the various themes it
comprises.

Readers should also appreciate the fact that this book was compiled
from a wide selection of classical and authentic Arabic and Urdu works,
making it a sound source of reference as well. May Allah $£ reward the
writer and the publishers for this very commendable effort, and make it a
means of guidance for all who read it, amin.

Humbly yours,

Siraj Desai

Port Elizabeth

15 Dhul-Hijjah 1432
11 November 2011



Preface

All praise belongs to Allah 3%, the Creator, Nourisher and Sustainer of the
universe. Peace, blessings and salutations be upon the best of Alldh’s 4
creation, our master and leader, NabT .

The illustrious writer and scholar, Ibn Jawzi .4, while explaining the
relevance of the stories of the pious, mentioned,

o A s (658 e s Wl o 8 5 Ll s L)
“Stories serve as a guide for the one who treads the path of spirituality,

and are a form of nourishment for the seeker. By means of stories the
souls of the disciples find strength.”

The renowned sage, Malik ibn Dinar . aptly stated,

Gl Cid SIS

“Stories are the gifts of paradise.”

With the help of Allah 4, volume three of Pearls from the Path has
been completed. An earnest attempt has been made to trace each of the
narrations from authentic Arabic sources. Where an incident is narrated
in multiple sources, the first reference has been mentioned in full.

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all those who assisted in the
project; Mufti Husain Kadedia for perusing the manuscript and offering
valuable feedback; Molana Yusuf Abba and Younus Ismail for the proof-
reading; my wife for her encouragement and ideas. May Allah 4 reward
them all abundantly in this world and the Hereafter for rendering their
invaluable assistance towards the accomplishment of this project. May
Allah $£ accept this truly humble effort and make it a source of salvation
for me, my parents, family, teachers and well-wishers.

Afzal Ismail
28 Dhul Qa'dah 1432 / 26 October 2011

1 ‘Uytnul Hikayat, p11
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Overlooking the Shortcomings of a Spouse

A man came to ‘Umar £ to complain about his wife. As he reached his
door, he heard Ummi Kulthiim, ‘Umar’s < wife, speaking harshly to
him.

The man thought to himself, “I intended to complain about my
wife to him, but he appears to be afflicted with the same problem I am
experiencing.”

He turned around and began to leave. ‘Umar % noticed him leaving
and called him back.

When questioned about his visit, he explained, “I came to complain
to you about my wife, but I overheard your wife and decided to leave.”

‘Umar < explained, “I have adopted a forgiving nature towards her
because of the rights she has upon me. Firstly, she serves as a barrier
between me and hell-fire and my heart is contented with her as she saves
me from indulging in haram. Secondly, she protects my wealth when I
leave my home. Thirdly, she washes my clothes. Fourthly, she attends
to the upbringing of my children and fifthly, she cooks and prepares my
food.”

After hearing this, the man replied, “I enjoy the same benefits from
my wife, but I have never overlooked her faults and shortcomings. In
future, I shall do so.™

One of the secrets of marital bliss and harmony is to focus on the positives
of one’s spouse and forgive the shortcomings.

1 Safhitun Ra'idah FT Masiratil ‘Adalah, p 287; Tambihul Ghafilin
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Just Rulers

There was once a ruler in West Africa, who received news about a woman
who owned a sugarcane plantation. A single sugarcane reed from her
plantation would fill an entire bowl with juice, when extracted. The
ruler decided to take possession of the plantation. He visited her and
asked whether her sugarcane indeed produced so much juice as people
claimed.

She replied, “Yes, it is true.”

She then had a reed of sugarcane pressed, but it did not even fill half
a bowl.

Theruler asked in astonishment, “What has happened? I was informed
otherwise!”

The woman replied, “The news that reached you was correct, but the
ruler has made an intention to usurp this land from me. This has removed
the barakah (blessings).”

The ruler immediately repented and made an intention not to take
the land away from her. He then asked her to extract some juice. This
time the bowl was filled as usual.!

The justice of rulers draws barakah, while oppression invites poverty
and grief.

1 sirjul Mulik, p 45

14
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Fear the Curse of an Oppressed Person

‘Amr ibn Dinar narrates: A man was once walking on the seashore, when
he heard a person exclaiming, “I should serve as an example for a person
who intends committing an act of oppression.” When requested to explain
what he meant by this statement, he replied, “I was once a policeman
walking on this very shore, when I noticed a fisherman catching a fish.
I requested him to give the fish to me, but he refused. I then asked him
to sell it to me, but he still refused. I then struck him on the head and
forcefully took it away from him.

As I walked away with the fish in my hand, it bit me on my thumb. The
wound was small but gradually increased in size. I endeavoured to treat
it, but my efforts were in vain. When my thumb had swollen considerably,
I decided to consult a doctor. He advised that I had no choice but to
amputate my thumb, as the wound would spread to my other limbs. My
thumb was then amputated. Soon thereafter, I noticed that my palm had
become infected. Again the doctor advised that my only choice was to
amputate my hand. I consented, but my woes were not over. The wound
then spread to my arm. When I saw this, I dashed out of my home in
desperation, screaming like an animal. After wandering about for some
time, I decided to rest beneath a large tree and fell asleep. In my dream,
a person appeared to me and asked, “How many more of your limbs will
be amputated? Rather, seek forgiveness from the person whom you had
oppressed and you will be cured.”

When I awoke, I realised the truth of the message conveyed in the
dream and knew that it was a warning from Allah to repent from my evil
deed. I made my way to the seashore, in search of the fisherman. When
I reached him, he was busy removing his fishing net from the water. It
contained a large amount of fish. He did not recognise me and asked who
[ was.

I begged him to forgive me and explained, “I am the policeman
who assaulted you and took your fish.” I showed him my hand and he
immediately recited some words seeking refuge in Allah from His

15
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displeasure. He then forgave me. Immediately, the wound on my arm
began to heal. I turned around to leave, but he said to me, “This is not
justice in my opinion. I had cursed you for a single fish which would have
made no difference to me, and my prayer was accepted.” He grasped my
hand and led me to his home. When we had entered, he instructed his son
to dig up a particular corner of the floor and removed a chest filled with
gold coins. His son counted out ten thousand coins and the fisherman
handed them to me, saying, “Take this and use it when you need to.” He
then instructed his son to count out another ten thousand coins and
handed them over to me, saying, “Distribute these to your poor relatives
and neighbours.”

As 1 was about to depart, I decided to ask him how he had cursed me
on that fateful day.

He replied, “When you struck me on the head and snatched my fish,
I looked up at the sky and called out: ‘O Allah, You created us both, but
You made him strong and me weak. You allowed him to overpower me
and due to my weakness I could not oppose him. You did not grant me the
strength to prevent his oppression upon me. By the power with which
You created him and made him strong and me weak, I beg You to make
him an example for humanity. ™

The du'@’ of the oppressed is readily accepted in the Court of Allah 4, as
the veil between the oppressed servant and his Creator is removed.

1 Ar-Rawdur Rayyahin, p 239

16
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Compass:on

A person, once, approached a scholar and requested that the pious man
teach him the Ismul Aa'zam’.

The scholar asked him, “But, do you consider yourself worthy of it?”

“Yes,” the man answered.

The scholar decided to test him and instructed, “Proceed to the gates
of the city. Observe what happens very carefully and then report back to
me.”

The man proceeded and sat down close to the gates of the city. After
some time, he noticed an aged wood-cutter with a donkey entering the
city with some firewood.

The guard at the gate struck the old man and took the firewood away
from him. After witnessing the episode of injustice, the man returned and
reported to the scholar what he had observed.

The scholar enquired, “What would you have done to the guard if you
had known the Ismul Aa'’zam?”

The man replied, “I would have prayed for his destruction.”

The scholar then explained, “That wood-cutter was the one who
taught me the Ismul Aa'zam. Only those who have patience, mercy and
compassion for creation are worthy of knowing it.”?

Man often desires power, but does not have the understanding and

insight to use it wisely. The wise and intelligent men of Allah 4 know the

dangers associated with the abuse of power and take the necessary steps
to prevent it.

1 The greatest name of Allah 3z through which Allah 4 fulfils people’s needs.
2 Al-I'itibar Min Siyaril Abrar, p120; Fazd'ile Sadagat

17
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Wealth is a Trial

mam Shamsuddin Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn ‘Abdur Rahim .
I was a scholar of the Hanbali school of thought. He taught Hadith for

forty years and was known for his devotion to knowledge, worship
and good deeds. Once, he and his wife were digging at a certain point
on Mount $alihiyyah for something, when he unearthed a purse filled
with dinars. He immediately covered it with soil, despite their poverty-
stricken condition.

He explained to his wife, “This wealth is a trial upon us. Perhaps it
belongs to somebody.” He then made her promise that she would neither
divulge their discovery to anybody nor attempt to search for it again. She
was righteous like her husband, and agreed to his proposal.’

Wise men recognise the harms of ill-gotten riches.

S zsNdA ey
Price of Deception
man was once on a journey and stopped at nightfall at a place
notorious for criminals and robbery. He had a large amount of
dirhams on him and was naturally afraid of being robbed. He,
therefore, approached a man in the neighbourhood, who appeared to be

honest, and requested whether he could spend the night at his home. The
man agreed.

1 Shadhratudh Dhahab, vol 7, p 709

18
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When the host realised that the traveller had money on him, he
decided to kill and rob him of all his possessions. He put the traveller to
sleep in the same room as his young son, who had no idea what his father
had planned.

Late that night, when all was quiet, the man extinguished the lamp
and approached the bed of the traveller. It so happened, that the traveller
and the young boy had swopped beds before retiring. The man thinking
that he was at the bedside of the traveller, began to strangle him. The
young boy offered no resistance and passed away almost immediately.
The traveller was awakened and realised what had happened. He ran out
of the house and notified the residents of the neighbourhood. The man
was arrested and admitted to the murder of his own son. The traveller
was handed back his money and departed as swiftly as he could.’

An evil plot often has disastrous consequences upon the perpetrator in
addition to the torment that awaits him in the Hereafter,

Du‘a of the Oppressed

abir bin Samurah 4 narrates : The people of Kafah complained to
‘Umar < about their governor, Sa'd <. Consequently, ‘Umar 4
dismissed him and appointed ‘Ammar «: as their leader. They lodged
variety of complaints against Sa‘d < and even alleged that he did not
perform Salah properly.
‘Umar < sent for him and said, “O Ab ‘Affan, these people claim that
you do not perform Salah properly.”

1 Al-Faraj Ba‘'dash Shiddah
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He replied, “By Allah, 1 perform Salah with them similar to the Salah
of Nabf # and I do not exclude anything from it. I prolong the first two
rakats of ‘Isha’ Salah and shorten the last two.”

‘Umar 4 said, “0 Abi “Affan, this is what I expected from you.”

He then sent a few people with him to the people of Kiifah to enquire
about him. They proceeded and did not leave any Masjid without
enquiring from the congregation about him. They all praised him until
they arrived at the Masjid of the tribe of BanT ‘Abs.

A man called ‘Usamah ibn Qatadah, commonly known as Aba Sa'dah,
stood up and said, “As you have bound us under an oath, I am obliged to
tell you that Sa‘d did not accompany the army in battle, nor did he deal
justly and distribute the wealth equally amongst us.”

Sa‘d 4 said, “I then supplicated to Allah 5 for three things: ‘0 Allah!
If Ab@i Sa‘dah is a liar, and has stood up to boast and earn a name for
himself, then prolong his life, increase his poverty and afflict him with
trials.”

Later, when Abti Sa'dah was asked how things had turned out for him,
he would reply that he was an old man in tribulation, as a result of Sa'd’s
4 curse. He would be seen loitering in the streets with his eyebrows
overhanging his eyes, due to old age.!

The du'a’ of an oppressed person is readily accepted by Allah 4z,

1 Bukhart
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Pious Judge Admonishes King

in decorating the Madinatuz Zahra'. He had plastered the roof and

walls with gold and silver. Its roof was a mixture of bright yellow
and snow white and so overwhelmingly beautiful, that the light reflected
from it would dazzle the sight. One day, as he was seated amongst his
courtiers and attendants, admiring the splendour of his efforts, he
proudly asked, “Have any of you ever heard of a king before me who
constructed a building as magnificent?”

They replied, “No, by Allah, Amirul-Mu’minin. You are unique in this
regard. No king in our knowledge ever constructed the likes of what we
see here.”

Just as he was deriving pleasure and delight from their replies, Judge
Mundhir ibn Sa‘id .#: walked in with his head lowered. After he had
taken his seat, the Khalif asked the judge what he thought about the
unprecedented splendour of the palace.

Tears began to fall from the judge’s eyes onto his beard and he replied,
“0 Amirul-Mu'minin, Allah 3£ has granted you many bounties out of His
grace and has greatly elevated your status amongst nations. I did not
expect you to allow the accursed Shaitan to prompt and deceive you in
this manner. You have allowed Shaitan to degrade you to the status of the

4 I Y he Khalif Nasir of Andaliis had spent an enormous sum of money

disbelievers.”
The Khalif was quite taken aback with this and retorted, “Be careful of
what you are saying! How have I reached the level of the disbelievers?”
The judge answered, “Does Allah 3£ not say,

e Py a was, owm, 900 0 S0 0Ky B Py R0 S
L e Ui 320 I SasC UL A sy 1 1 0355 01 Y 315
o535 PR P

JS 015 B35 0385 Ltle 13w Ul e i 05 ek Lele 25055
) ; r @
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‘And were it not that all mankind would have become of one
community (of disbelievers), We would have provided for those who
disbelieve in the Most Beneficent (Allah), silver roofs for their houses,
and stairs (of silver) whereby they ascend, and for their houses,
doors (of silver), and thrones (of silver) on which they could recline,
and adornments of gold. Yet all this (i.e. the roofs, doors, stairs,
thrones and so on) would have been nothing but an enjoyment of
this world. And the Hereafter with your Lord is only for the Allah-

fearing.’ ”(Sirah Az-Zukhruf, verse 33-35)

The Khalif was speechless and lowered his head. Fearful of Allah’s 4
punishment, tears began to fall from his eyes. After a while, he turned to
Judge Mundhir and remarked, “O Judge, may Allah 4z reward you well for
your concern. May He bring forth more men like you. You have spoken

the truth”
He rose from the gathering, repenting to Allah 3¢, and commanded
that the gold and silver be removed from the roof of the palace and that

it be replastered with sand.!

The path of truth is the path of success.

~

The truth should be spoken no matter how bitter and unpalatable it may
be to others.

1 Nathut Tib Min Ghusnil Andalus Ar-Ratib, p 573
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Qari Basit’s . Recitation Reduces Communists
to Tears

Once Qari ‘Abdul Basit .4, the famous reciter of the Glorious Qur'an,
was asked, “You recite Qur'an with a great deal of enthusiasm. Have you
ever witnessed any miracle regarding the Qur'an?”

He replied, “You ask about one miracle. I have personally witnessed
many miracles regarding the Qur’an.”

When prompted to relate one such miracle, he explained, “Jamal
‘Abdun Nisar, during his reign as the president of Egypt, once travelled
through Russia. Communism was dominant during that period and
commanded a great deal of respect globally. Today, Allah has completely
shattered its power and influence through Jihad. In any case, Jamal
‘Abdun Nasar visited Moscow and had state meetings with a number of
political figures. After the termination of official proceedings, he would
often indulge in casual discussions. During one such gathering, the
Communists asked him, “Why do you not study Communism and abandon
Islam? If you do so, we will transform your country by introducing the
latest and most advanced technology. You will then become the leaders
in technological advancement.”

Jamal ‘Abdun Nisar responded to them but was constrained to
terminate his discussions due to time constraints. He left for Egypt, but
felt that he had not done justice in expounding the truth and beauty of
Islam. Two years later, he again had the opportunity to visit Russia.”

Qari ‘Abdul Basit .2: continues, “I received an official letter from the
president requesting me to accompany him on his trip. I was surprised. I
would have regarded an invitation to the Arab World, Pakistan or any other
Muslim country as normal, but an invitation to Russia was unbelievable.
What would I be required to do in a country where people were atheists?
In any case, | made preparations and proceeded with the president. After
official meetings were over, a portion of time in his schedule was allocated
for casual discussions. Jamal ‘Abdun Nasar courageously introduced me
to them and requested that I recite for them. They asked what I would
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recite, and were informed that I would recite a portion of the Qur'an. |
began reciting the portion of Stirah Taha, which had converted ‘Umar .
to Islam.

I - s - &

uwghwmudJ J‘;uln;mji _;m.ioi,m_u;u; b
PRSI rjm, gt

I recited two rukds of the Siirah and upon opening my eyes, I witnessed a

miracle of the Qur’an. Four or five of the Communists, sitting before me,

were reduced to tears.”

Jamal ‘Abdun Nasar asked them why they were crying and they
replied, “We have no idea what your companion has just recited, but the
powerful words melted our hearts and caused tears to flow from our eyes.
Its effect upon us is beyond explanation.™

The immortal words of the Qur'an have the miraculous effect of softening
and conquering the hearts of men,

_‘,’/w w’ o
/ ; ‘. 7 ;//
Forbearance ofNabl Converts a Rabbi

Zaid ibn Sa'nah relates: I recognised every sign of prophethood from the
face of NabT #, except two: his forbearance preceding his ignorance and
his ability to respond with greater compassion when encountering an
excessive degree of ignorance from another person. I quietly pursued
him, eagerly awaiting an opportunity to test his levels of forbearance
and ignorance. One day, Nabi # emerged from his home accompanied by
‘All 4 when a Bedouin confronted him.

1 Ahle Dil Ke Tarpadene Wale Wagqiat, p 409
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The Bedouin said, “O Nabi of Allah, so-and-so tribe has accepted
Islam. I informed them that food provisions would reach them soon, as
they are in a severe drought. I fear, O Nabi of Allah, that they may leave
Islam just as eagerly as they had accepted it. If you deem it appropriate,
please dispatch some provisions to them. Nabi # turned to his companion,
‘Umar s, who responded, “We do not have any provisions left.”

At this, Zaid ibn Sa‘nah continues: I approached him and requested
him to sell me a stipulated quantity of dates from the orchard of a
particular person after a fixed period of time. Nabi % agreed to the sale,
but did not name the orchard of any person. I then opened my purse and
handed him eighty mithqals of gold as payment for the dates. Nab1 3%
handed the money over to the Bedouin, saying, “Ensure that provisions
reach them quickly”

Zaid ibn Sa‘nah says: Two or three days prior to the agreed date of
payment, Nabi % attended the janazah of an Ansari. Abi Bakr, ‘Umar,
‘Uthman and a number of other Sahabah were in his company. After
performing the janazah, he sat down close to a wall. I approached him,
grabbed his cloak and stared at him harshly. I then yelled at him, saying,
“0 Muhammad, will you not pay what is due to me? I have not known
the family of ‘Abdul Muttalib to delay in payment, and 1 am well aware of
your dealings with people.”

I turned around to look at ‘Umar. His eyes were angrily turning in
their sockets. He looked intently at me and said, “Enemy of Allah, do you
have the audacity of addressing and dealing with the NabT of Allah in this
manner? By the oath of that Being Who sent him with the truth, had I
not feared missing the janazah, I would have beheaded you with this very
sword of mine!”

In the meantime, Nabi % was looking at ‘Umar calmly. He then said,
““Umar, you should have advised in a different manner. You should have
advised me to be gracious in payment and him to request his dues kindly.
‘Umar, go and pay him what is due to him and give him twenty $a° (a
measurement of weight) extra because you threatened him.”

‘Umar accompanied me and paid me what was due to me. He also gave
me an extra twenty Sa"’s of dates.

I asked, “What are these extra dates for?”
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He replied, “Nabi # ordered me to give them to you, because I had
threatened you.”

I asked, “Do you know who I am, O ‘Umar?”

He replied, “No, who are you?”

Ireplied, “I am Zaid ibn Sa'nah.”

He asked, “Are you the famous rabbi?”

Ireplied, “Yes, I am the rabbi.”

In surprise, he asked, “Why did you then address and deal with Nabi
# in such a harsh manner?”

I replied, “O ‘Umar, I recognised every sign of prophethood from the
face of Nabi #, except two: his forbearance preceding his ignorance and,
his ability to respond with greater compassion when encountering an
excessive degree of ignorance from another person. I have witnessed
both of these now and I make you my witness, O ‘Umar, that I am pleased
with Allah as my Lord, Islam as my religion and Muhammad # as a
prophet. I am amongst the wealthiest people in Madinah and make you
my witness that I have given half of my wealth as charity to the Ummah
of Muhammad 4.

‘Umar & returned with Zaid 4 to Nabi 4 where he again proclaimed
his belief in Allah and His Nabl #. He participated in many battles
alongside Nabi 4 and was finally martyred during battle, bravely fighting
the enemy.!

Compassion and forbearance are essential ingredients in winning
hearts.

1 Sahih ibn Hibban
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Forbiddmg Ewl w1th Wisdom

Abul Qasim Al-Baghawi .2 arrived in Madinah while on his journey to
perform Haj. He was accompanied by Abii Bakr Al-Admi .4:, who was a
fine reciter of the Qur'an. As they entered the blessed precincts of the
Masjidun Nabawi, they noticed an old blind man addressing a large group
of people. As they listened, they realised that the old man was relating
many incidents and narrations which were false and misleading.

Al-BaghawT .4: immediately said, “I must prevent him from
continuing.”

But, one of his companions advised, “You are not in Baghdad, where
people know you and accept your advice. Here, the gathering is large and
you are relatively unknown. You would have more success if you advise
Abii Bakr Al-Admi & to commence reciting from the Qur’an.”

Al-Baghawt . agreed with the idea and instructed Abii Bakr Al-
Admi % to commence reciting. He had not even completed reciting the
Isti'adhah when people began deserting the gathering of the old man to
listen to his recitation. Soon the old man had no audience at all and was
left with no option but to terminate his address with the words, “This is
how bounties are removed.”

Evil is easily defeated when challenged with the truth, presented
tactfully.

1 Al-Bidayah Wan Nihayah, vol 15, p239
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Kindness of an Anonymous Stranger

During the time of Sulaiman ibn ‘Abdul Malik, there was a man by the
name of Khuzaimah ibn Bishr who was from the tribe of Banii As‘ad. He
was well-known for his generosity, kindness and beneficence. His bounties
always seemed plentiful and he continued with his generous ways until
his provisions were finally exhausted. Those whom he had assisted in
times of need, assisted him for a while, but very soon he was left to fend
for himself. When it became apparent that people had turned a blind eye
to him, he said to his wife, “I have noticed a change of heart from my
friends and colleagues. I have decided to isolate myself in my home until
death overcomes me."” He then locked his doors, sufficing upon the little
provisions that he possessed. When these too were exhausted, he was
completely helpless and distraught.

It so happened, that ‘Tkramah Al-Fayad was the governor of Al-Jazirah
at the time. He was known by the title of Al-Fayad due to his extreme
generosity. One day, as he sat amongst his city officials, mention was
made of Khuzaimah ibn Bishr. ‘Tkramah asked how he was doing and was
informed that his condition had deteriorated to the extent that he had
isolated himself within his home.

In astonishment, ‘Tkramah asked, “Has Khuzaimah ibn Bishr not
found a sympathiser or benefactor so that he could have been freed from
his pitiable predicament?”

Later that night, ‘Tkramah quietly gathered an amount of four
thousand dinars, which he placed in a bag. He then ordered that his horse
be saddled and silently left his home, without his wife’s knowledge. He
rode out accompanied only by a single servant who assisted in carrying
the bag of dinars. As he reached the door of Khuzaimah, he took the bag
from the servant and requested him to leave. He proceeded by himself
and knocked at the door.

As Khuzaimah opened the door, ‘Tkramah advised, “Please utilise this
for your needs,” and handed him the bag.
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Khuzaimah, finding the bag to be quite weighty, dropped it to the
ground in order to pursue the anonymous benefactor who had already
turned around to leave. Khuzaimah grabbed hold of the reins of his horse
and pleaded, “Who are you? May I be sacrificed for you!”

‘Tkramah replied, “I have come to you at this dark hour with the
specific intent of remaining anonymous.”

Khuzaimah continued, “I refuse to accept your gift, unless you
disclose your identity to me.”

‘Tkramah finally consented, “I am jabir ‘Atharat Al-Kiram.”

Khuzaimah again asked, “Please tell me more.” But, Tkramah refused
and left.

Khuzaimah picked up the bag and entered his home. He called out to
his wife, “Glad tidings! Allah has brought an end to our suffering. If this
bag is filled with money, it will be more than sufficient for us. Quickly,
light a lamp!”

“But we do not have the means to light a lamp,” she answered. They
finally succeeded in opening the bag and found it filled with dinars.

In the meantime, ‘Tkramah returned home only to find his wife
frantically searching for him. He informed her that he had gone out
by himself to fulfil an errand. She doubted his explanation and began
throwing up a tantrum.

When he observed this, he asked, “Why are you going on like this?”

She replied, “This is due to your evil behaviour towards your wife.
The Amir of Al-Jazirah, quietly leaving his home at the darkest hour of
night without the knowledge of his wife, could only be due to another
wife or for military purposes.”

‘Ilkramah explained, “Allah knows that none of these reasons
compelled me to venture out.”

But, she continued, “I insist that you inform me why you went out.”

He asked whether she would keep it a secret and she agreed. He then
explained to her what had transpired that night. Only after hearing his
full story, was her heart and mind at ease.

The next morning, Khuzaimah settled all his debts and purchased
what he required. He then made preparations to set out and meet the
Khalif Sulaiman ibn ‘Abdul Malik, in Palestine. He received the necessary
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permission to enter the court of the Khalif and greeted as he entered.
The Khalif knew him well and asked why he had not visited him for such
a long while.

He replied, “Conditions had become difficult for me.”

The Khalif asked, “But, why did you not approach me for
assistance?”

“Due to my weakness,” Khuzaimah answered.

The Khalif asked, “Then who assisted you?”

Khuzaimah replied, “I don't know who it was. During the darkness of
night, a man knocked at my door and left a bag of money,” and related
what had transpired.

The Khalif enquired, “Will you be able to recognise him?”

Khuzaimah replied, “No, as he appeared disguised. The only words he
uttered were ‘Jabir ‘Athardt Al-Kiram'”

Sulaiman ibn ‘Abdul Malik was eager to know who the stranger was
and explained that he would reward him if he ever found out his identity.
He then appointed Khuzaimah as the new governor of Al-Jazirah, in place
of ‘Tkramah Al-Fayad. He stipulated for him a lucrative salary and ordered
him to proceed to Al-Jazirah without delay.

As Khuzaimah approached the city, ‘Tkramah and a number of senior
officials emerged to welcome him. They entered the city together.
Khuzaimah settled in the state-residence and ordered ‘lkramah to
provide full records of the finances while he was governor. It soon became
evident that ‘Tkramah had spent well beyond his authority. ‘kramah was
asked to reimburse the funds, but failed to do so. He was imprisoned and
Khuzaimah insisted that the excess money be repaid.

‘Tkramah explained, “I am not one who safeguards his wealth at the
expense of his honour. You may do with me as you please.”

Khuzaimah instructed that he be heavily chained and placed in solitary
confinement. ‘Tkramah remained in this condition for a month, during
which time his health deteriorated due to his adverse circumstances.

News of his deteriorating condition reached his wife and she was
gravely saddened. She called one of her intelligent and trusted servants
and instructed, “Proceed to the governor and request to speak to him
privately as you have an important message to convey to him. When
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you see him, say to him, ‘Your punishment of imprisonment, chains and
solitary confinement serve as a grossly unequal recompense towards
Jabir ‘Atharat Al-Kiram!" *

The slave conveyed the message accordingly. Khuzaimah was shocked
to learn that Jabir ‘Atharat Al-Kiram was his prisoner and immediately had
a conveyance prepared for him to proceed to the prison. He took along a
number of his officials and entered the prison, where they found ‘Tkramah
in extremely poor health. When he saw them, he bowed his head down in
shame. Khuzaimah slowly stepped forward, lowered himself and kissed
‘Tkramah on the forehead.

‘Ikramah slowly raised his head and asked, “What has brought you
here?”

Khuzaimah replied, “My poor recompense for your kindness.”

‘Ikramah answered, “May Allah forgive us both.”

Khuzaimah then ordered that his chains be removed and that they
be placed around his very own feet. When ‘lkramah saw this, he asked,
“What are you doing?”

Khuzaimah replied, “I want to be afflicted with the same
punishment.”

But, ‘Tkramah vowed that he would never allow that. They left the
prison and arrived at the home of Khuzaimah. ‘Tkramah intended to leave
but Khuzaimah did not allow him, “I need to clean you up. I feel ashamed
to send you to your wife in this condition.” Khuzaimah then called for
warm water and himself assisted ‘Tkramah to have a bath. Khuzaimah
then left ‘Tkramah for a short while during which period he gathered
a substantial quantity of wealth. He then proceeded with ‘Tkramah to
his home and left the wealth with him. He also rendered an apology to
‘Ikramah’s wife for the difficulties he had inflicted upon him.

He then asked ‘Tkramah to accompany him to meet the Khalif
Sulaiman ibn ‘Abdul Malik who was at Ramlah. The Khalif was astonished
to see Khuzaimah so soon after his appointment as he had not summoned
him. He concluded that something important must have brought him and
asked, “Why have you come?”
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Khuzaimah explained, “I finally identified Jabir ‘Atharat Al-Kiram and
I wanted to introduce him to you as you had displayed great eagerness
to see him.”

The Khalif asked, “Who is he?”

Khuzaimah replied, “Tkramah Al-Fayad.”

‘Tkramah was then allowed to enter and the Khalif welcomed him
warmly. When ‘Tkramah was comfortably seated, the Khalif said to him,
“Ikramabh, it was unfortunate that your kindness led to your downfall.”
The Khalif then rewarded ‘Tkramah with all that he requested and
presented him an additional ten thousand dinars. He also made him
governor of Al-Jazirah, Armenia and Azarbaijan.

He then said to Tkramah, “Khuzaimah'’s position is in your hands. You
may choose to keep him or have him removed from office.”

‘Tkramah replied, “Keep him in his existing position.”

They both then left and remained as governors in their respective
areas for the duration of the Khilafah of Sulaiman ibn ‘Abdul Malik.!

A kind gesture never goes unrewarded.

o \),’/u: \n‘u’\n;
(A 4%

Patience Earns Rewards

Shaikh Ibrahim Al-Hilali Al-Halabi .#:was a righteous and eminent
scholar of his time. He studied various subjects of Islam at Al-Azhar
in Egypt. His days as a student were spent in poverty and he would
often remain without food for days at a time. On one occasion, hunger
compelled him to leave his room at Al-Azhar and go out to beg for food.
While walking, he came across a house, the door of which was open and

1 Thamaratul Awraq, p93; Min Qasasil ‘Arab, p 32
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the pleasant fragrance of a tasty meal emitted therefrom. He entered
through the door into the kitchen. No one was in sight. He found a pot of
food and, with a spoon, he scooped up a portion therefrom. He raised it to
his mouth, but at the last moment he held back, as he realised that he did
not have permission to eat it. He immediately left the house and returned
to his room at Al-Azhar, still hungry.

But not even an hour had elapsed, when one of his teachers,
accompanied by another man, entered his room.

His teacher said to him, “This respectable man came to me seeking a
righteous student of knowledge to marry his daughter, and I have chosen
you for this purpose. Come along now so that we can proceed to his home
where the marriage between you and his daughter can be performed. You
can then become a part of their family.”

Shaikh Ibrahim mustered the courage and rose to his feet in obedience
to the command of his teacher. He followed them and soon they entered
the very same house he had entered earlier.

After settling down, the father married his daughter to him and a
meal was served. Amazingly, it was the very same food he had desired to
eat, but chose not to partake therefrom. This time he ate from it, saying to
himself, “I abstained from eating it because I did not have permission to
do so, and due to this Allah has now presented it to me with honour and
dignity in a condition that I am married.”

After completing his studies, he returned to Aleppo with his righteous
wife, where she bore him a number of righteous children.!

Those who exercise patience and adopt piety taste from the fruits of
goodness. Allah 4% says:

e
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“And whoever has taqwa of Allah, He will make a way out for him,

1 300 Qissah Wa Qissah Waqi'iyyah Mu'ath-tharah, p 53; I'lam an-Nubala Bi Tarikh Halab
Ash-Shahba
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and He will provide for him from sources he never imagined.” (Siirah
Al-Talag, verse 2-3)

o] ‘),,/w \n‘u’\n;
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The Spiritual Power of Hadith

One of the children of al-Qa‘nabi . narrates: My father was an alcoholic
who had friends of evil repute. One day, he invited them and sat down in
front of his door, awaiting their arrival. Incidentally, Shu'bah .2 passed
by on his donkey, with a number of people following close behind.

“Who is that?” asked al-Qa'nabi ..

“That is Shu‘bah,” he was informed.

“And who is Shu'bah?” he asked.

“A scholar of Hadith,” was the reply.

Al-Qa‘nabi .4, despite being inappropriately dressed in a pair of red
trousers, stood up and approached Shubah ., saying, “Narrate to me
a Hadith!”

Shubah .2: replied, “I only narrate Hadith to those in the field of
Hadith and you are not one of them.”

Al-Qa‘nabi .2: produced a knife and demanded, “Narrate to me a
Hadith or I will hurt you.”

Shu‘bah .2 replied, “Mansir .3, reported to us fromRabT 42 from
Abii Mas‘@id «, who said that NabT # said,

i b wiols pted 131

“If you have no shame, then do as you please.”

Al-Qa‘nabi .#: threw the knife to the ground and returned home. He
took all the wine bottles he had in his possession and emptied them onto
the floor. He then said to his mother, “When my friends arrive, allow them
to enter and serve them food. When they have completed their meal, tell
them what I have done with the wine, so that they may leave.”
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Al-Qa'nabi .#: immediately left for Madinah, where he studied at the
feet of Imam Malik bin Anas .2 . He eventually began to narrate Hadith
from the Imam and then returned to Basrah.!

A single Hadith of Nabi % has the power of converting an ardent sinner
into a righteous scholar.

S0 \;’/w \c.‘u’\:-«;
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Wealth Corrupts

Al-Fadl ibn RabT narrates: Relations were soured between myself and the
Khalif Ma'miin, and I was forced into hiding to avoid being apprehended.
I would move from one place to another to the extent that my very own
family and children were oblivious of my whereabouts. When Ma’'miin
arrived in Baghdad, I began to fear for my safety more than ever. I took
extra precautions to avoid detection. For a while, I took refuge at the
home of a cloth merchant whom I knew fairly well. Ma'miin intensified
his search for me, but was unsuccessful in gathering further information
concerning me.

One particular day, my name was mentioned to him. He was furious
with Ishaq ibn Ibrahim and insisted that no efforts should be spared in
tracking me down. Ishaq immediately summoned his police chiefs and had
an announcement made that a reward of ten thousand dirhams, together
with an annual salary of three thousand dinars, would be awarded to
the person who led to my arrest. In addition, any person who was found
giving refuge to me would be lashed five hundred times, imprisoned for
one year and have his property and wealth confiscated. I did not hear the
announcement, but my host did and informed me about it.

1 Kitabut Tawwabin p 229
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He explained, “By Allzh, I cannot provide refuge to you any longer. I
do not have any guarantee that my family, neighbours and servants will
keep their lips sealed. They may easily be tempted by the reward on offer
and report you to the authorities. I would then be arrested with you. On
the other hand, if the Khalif forgives you, you may suspect that I was the
one who reported you and this would sour our relationship. It would be
in our best interests for you to leave immediately.”

This came as a shock to me, but 1 had no choice but to accept his
advice. “I will leave when it is dark,” I replied.

“But I cannot bear to wait till nightfall. If you are found with me, both
of us will be arrested and punished. The weather is quite hot at present.
Disguise yourself and leave without further delay,” he advised.

“How should I disguise myself?” I asked.

“Take a portion of hair from your beard and cover your head and face
therewith. Wear a tight-fitting outfit and leave,” he replied.

1 agreed to his suggestion and he brought a pair of scissors. I cut off a
large portion of my beard and disguised myself. I then left his house just
as the time for ‘Asr Salah entered. I proceeded along terrified. 1 reached
a bridge which was quite wet and slippery, and hence deserted. As I
commenced crossing it, I noticed a policeman on horseback approaching
me. | immediately recognised him as 1 had appointed him to a prominent
position in the police force during my term of office.

As he drew closer, he recognised me and exclaimed, “You are wanted
by the Khalif!” He then reached out to apprehend me. I casually pushed
him and his horse away from me. He slipped and fell into one of the boats
close to the bridge. People who were close-by quickly rushed to his aid,
thinking that he had slipped while trying to cross the bridge. This gave
me an opportunity to quickly make my way across the bridge. I did not
turn back in case they might recognise me. As I continued I notlced a
woman standing at the door of her home.

I pleaded, “I fear for my life. Please grant me refuge and safety.”

Without any hesitation she replied, “Enter! She indicated to a room
in the house and I climbed up the stairs and entered it.”

After an hour, there was a knock at the door. She opened it and her
husband entered. I peeped through the door of the room I was in and

36



PEARLS FROM THE PATH

realised that it was the very same policeman I had pushed off the bridge.
His head was bandaged due to the wound he had sustained and his
clothing was drenched in blood. His wife enquired what had happened
and he related the full incident to her.

He explained, “I missed an opportunity to become a rich man!” He
continued to curse me. Little did he realise that I was hiding in his very
home. His wife consoled him and he finally settled down.

After 1 performed Maghrib, and it became dark, she climbed up to my
room and enquired from me, “Are you not the same person who escaped
from the clutches of my husband?”

“Yes, I am the same person,” I replied.

She continued, “You have heard how angry he is with you. Place your
trust in Allah and leave.”

I prayed for her. She then descended, gently opened the door so as
not to alert her husband and told me to descend. The staircase led into
a corridor with a gate at the end. When I reached the gate, I discovered
that the guards had locked it. I stood there undecided. After a while, I
noticed a man with a Roman key opening the door. I thought to myself,
“He appears to me like a Roman, who would surely assist me.”

I approached him and asked, “Please grant me refuge and may Allah
do the same for you.”

He asked me to enter and I complied. He turned out to be a poor
bachelor living by himself. I spent the night at his home. The next day,
he left early, but returned at around noon. With him were two porters.
One of them was carrying a mat, a pillow, a clay jug, some new plates and
a new pot. The other was carrying some bread, fruit, meat and ice. They
left all of this with me and closed the door as they departed. I pursued
them and quietly enquired from my host why he had gone out of his way
to accommodate me. ‘

He answered, “I am a hairdresser and thought that you would dislike
eating with me. I, therefore, bought these utensils so that you may
prepare food for both of us. I will also bring to you one of my own plates
so that you may serve food for me therein. I thanked him for his kindness
and stayed with him for three days. I then felt that I was abusing his
generosity and said to him, “Brother, you are only obliged to serve a
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guest for three days. You have fulfilled your responsibility in a gracious
and admirable manner, but now I have to leave you.”

He replied, “Please do not go and leave me alone. Nobody ever comes
to visit me. If you remain here, nobody will ever know your whereabouts.
Remain here until Allih opens your way. You are not a burden to me in
any way.’

ButIrefused his offer and set out once again fearing arrest. 1 proceeded
to the house of an old woman whom I knew in my neighbourhood and
knocked at her door. She opened it and burst into tears upon seeing me.
She praised Allah for seeing me safe and sound and asked me to enter.

Later that night, while I lay asleep, she quietly slipped out of the
house and alerted the police. Ishaq ibn Ibrahim personally arrived with
a group of police, who surrounded the house. They took me by surprise
and arrested me. I was immediately led before Ma’'miin, barefooted and
trembling. '

When he saw me, he prostrated for a long time. After raising his head
he remarked, “O Fadl, do you know why I prostrated?”

I replied, “Yes. In gratitude to Allah, for enabling you to capture your
enemy.”

He continued, “Not at all! I expressed my gratitude to Allah for
granting me the ability to forgive you. Please relate to me all that has
happened to you.” .

After hearing my story, he ordered that the old lady be brought to
him, She had been anxiously waiting for her reward. When she arrived
he asked her, “Why did you have him arrested, despite the gifts he and his
family showered upon you?”

She replied, “I was desirous of the reward.”

He asked, “Do you have a husband, son or brother?”

She replied that she did not and he ordered that she be given a hundred
lashes and imprisoned for life. Ma'miin then called for the policeman, his
wife and the hairdresser. They were all brought and I testified that they
were the very same people I had encountered.

He then questioned the policeman, “Why did you make an attempt
to arrest him?”
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He replied, “I wanted the money on offer as a reward. I knew that
he had appointed me to my position in the police, but the quick money
blinded me.”

Ma’'miin said, “You deserve to be a cupper, who sucks out people’s
blood, rather than one of my close police officers.” He was then left in
the care of those who would ensure that he carried out his new duties
diligently. Ma’'miin also ordered that his wife be appointed as his
household manager, saying, “This is a wise and respectable woman.”

The house and furniture of the policeman were given to the
hairdresser, who was appointed in place of the former. I was set free and
returned home in ease and comfort.!

Man has the potential of growth and stagnation. Those who are spiritually
trained possess angelic qualities, while those who are not, easily fall prey
to the temptations of materialism and worldly riches.

Jannah Purchased for One Dirham

Imam Abt Dawid .#:., the renowned muhaddith and compiler of the
Sunan Abii Dawiid, was on board a ship when he heard a person on the
shore sneeze and say, ‘Alhamdulillah’ (All praise belongs to Allah). He
hired a small boat for one dirham and went ashore in order to reply to
the person with the prescribed prayer, ‘Yarhamukallah’ (May Allah have
mercy upon you).

When he returned to the ship, Imam Abi Dawid .2 was asked why
he had done so, he answered, “It is possible that the person who sneezed
was a Mustajabut Da‘wat (one whose du'as are readily accepted by Allah).

1 Al-Faraj Ba'dash shiddah, vol 1, p356
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When the people on board later went to sleep, they heard a voice
proclaiming, “O people of the ship, AbG Dawiid purchased Jannah from
Allah at the cost of one dirham.™

The righteous servants of Allah 3£ go to incredible lengths to earn divine
rewards.
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Wisdom

A quick-witted reply
A Jew once said to ‘Al 4 : “You people had not yet buried your prophet
when the Ansar proclaimed, ‘There has to be one leader from amongst us
and one from amongst you. ”

‘AlT 2 replied, “The feet of your people had not even dried after
emerging from the sea when they said, ‘O Miisa, make for us a deity like
their deity.’ "

A michief-maker is silenced

Qadhi Abh Bakr ibn At-Tayyib .4: was sent by the Muslims to the
Christian king in Constantinople. The Christians respected him and
held him in high esteem. As they feared that he would not bow down
to the king upon entering the court, they arranged his entry through a
small door so that he would be forced to lower his head and bow while
entering through it. But, the judge was wise enough to understand their
plot and entered while facing his back to the door. Their plan culminated
in failure.

1 Fathul Barf, vol 10, p610
2 Thamaratul Awrag, p67
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After taking his seat, one of the Christians mischievously raised the
issue of the false accusation made against ‘A’ishah .., “What is the story
that is narrated about ‘A’ishah, the wife of your Prophet?”

The judge answered, “Two women were falsely accused of adultery:
Maryam and ‘A’ishah. As for Maryam, she appeared carrying a child
while having no husband, while ‘A’ishah did not have a child, but had a
husband.”

His explanation pointed to the fact that the innocence of ‘A’ishah %,
is a lot clearer and easier to prove than that of Maryam. The Christians
were completely dumbfounded with the reply.’

Ingenious explanation
A Jew once remarked, “How foolish are the Muslims! They claim that the
inhabitants of Jannah will consume food but will not defecate.”

Iyas ibn Mu‘awiyah .#: heard the remark and asked him, “Do you
defecate all that you consume?”

The Jew replied, “No, Allah has made a portion of it to serve as
beneficial nutrients for the body.”

Iyas . then explained, “Then why do you deny that Allah has the
ability to make all of it into beneficial nutrients for the inhabitants of
Jannah?"? ?

A man of knowledge and wisdom often defeats his adversaries by means
of their own logic.

1 Minhaj as-Sunnah An-Nabawiyyah, vol 2, p 56
2 Wafayatul Aa'yan, vol 1, p 248
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A Criminal’s Advice to Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal .8,

‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal .#: narrates: I would frequently hear
my father beseeching Allah’s mercy and forgiveness for Abul Haitham.
One day, I asked, “Father, who is Abul Haitham?”

He replied, “When I was led out for lashing and my hands were
stretched out, I felt somebody tugging at my clothing. I turned around
and saw a young man who asked me, “Do you recognise me?”

I replied that I did not and he continued, “I am Abul Haitham, the
notorious scoundrel and criminal, whose name appears in the criminal
records of the state. I have been lashed a total of eighteen thousand
times, on various occasions. I have endured these lashes with patience in
obedience to Shaitan and for the sake of this fleeting world. You should
bear your lashes with patience as you are in the obedience of Rahman
and are being punished for the sake of Islam.” I was then given eighteen
lashes compared to his eighteen thousand. Thereafter a servant of the
Amirul Mu'minin emerged, saying that I had been forgiven.”

Honoured are those souls who bear the punishment of tyrants in defence
of the truth.
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Honesty

Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn ‘Abdun Najar narrates: A man from our
neighbourhood saw a blind man walking by and handed him a purse

1 Sifatus Safwah, p 436

42



PEARLS FROM THE PATH

of money as Sadaqah. It so happened that he had two purses on him,
one containing dinars (gold coins) and the other, dirhams (silver coins).
He intended to hand over the dirhams, but mistakenly handed over the
dinars. The blind man took the purse and continued on his way assuming
that the purse contained dirhams.

The next morning, he proceeded to the greengrocer and said, “Take
this bag of dirhams and count out the amount I am owing you. The
remainder you may hand over to me.”

When the greengrocer opened the purse he asked in surprise, “Where
did you get this purse from?”

The blind man replied, “A man handed it over to me last night.”

The greengrocer explained, “The purse contains dinars. Please take
it back.”

The blind man took it and returned to the man who had given it to
him. He said, “You gave me this as Sadaqah. I think that your intention
was to give me dirhams, but you made an error. I do not regard this as
permissible for me to accept. Please take it back.”

The man said to him, “ gave it to you and the matter has been decided.
Please come to me at the beginning of every month and I will reward you
with something in return for your honesty.”

Accordingly, the man would give him five dirhams every month.

Muhammad ibn Ishidq ibn ‘Abdun Najar added, “Both the blind man
and greengrocer displayed an amazing degree of honesty rarely found
amongst men.”

Honesty of this nature is rare but a distinguishing trait of the righteous.

1 Rawa'i-ul Qisas, p35; Nishwarul Muhadarah
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Qur’an Memorised in One Month

Moulana Qasim Nanotwi .2 set out to perform Haj with a group of Hujjaj.
During the course of their journey by ship, the crescent was sighted,
signalling the beginning of the month of Ramadan. Many of his fellow
Hujjaj were desirous of listening to the entire Qur'an in Tarawih Salah,
but not a single Hafiz was on board to accomplish the task. Mouldni too
was not a Hafiz at the time. After much deliberation, Moulana agreed to
perform the Tarawih. He would memorise one juz of Qur'an during the
day and recite it in Tarawih at night. In this way, he memorised the entire
Qur’an in one month.!

Memorising the Qur'an is no simple feat. Fortunate are those who
succeed.

Failed the Test

Yisuf ibn al-Hasan says : 1 came to know that Dhunniin MisrT .5 was one
of those pious men of Allah who knew the Ismul Aa‘zam? and I decided to
travel to Egypt to learn it from him. I remained in his company serving
him for one year, and then requested, “May Allah have mercy upon
you! I have served you for one year and feel that you are obligated to
recompense me for my services. I request that you teach me the Ismul

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 81; Sawanih Qasimi
2 The greatest name of Allah 32 through which Allah 3z fulfils people’s needs.
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Aa'zam. I do not think that you will find anybody worthier of learning it
than me.”

He remained silent and did not reply to my request for a further six
months. One day, he indicated that he would teach it to me. He entered
his home and brought to me a dish which was sealed with a cloth on
the top. He asked whether I knew a friend of his who resided in Fustat. I
replied in the affirmative and he requested that I take the dish to him. I
left Giza with the sealed dish in my hands.

Asproceeded I thought to myself, “l wonder what the great Dhunniin
MisrT is sending as a gift to his friend?” I could not contain my curiosity
and unfastened the cover of the dish. The moment 1 did so a mouse jumped
out and escaped. I felt humiliated and angrily said to myself, “Dhunniin
MisrT dares to mock at a person like me!”

I returned, burning with rage. The moment he saw me, he realised
what had happened and said, “O foolish man, I entrusted you with a
mouse and you deceived me. How can I ever trust you with the Ismul
Aa‘zam?” With these words he asked me to leave.!

As certain forms of knowledge have the potential of resulting in harm if
used incorrectly, the sages are careful who they entrust them to.
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Wisdom ofImam Abu Hanifah .,

Understanding the temperament of a woman

Once, a heated argument took place between Imam Abi Yisuf .2 and
his wife and she decided to isolate herself from him.
In anger, he said to her, “If you do not speak to me by tonight, you are

1 Thamaratul Awragq, p 65
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divorced.” He continued trying every possible means to get her to speak
to him, but she adamantly refused to utter a single word.

In desperation, he decided to proceed to Imam Abi Hanifah . that
very night and explain what had transpired. Imam Abii Hanifah .
dressed him up in a new set of clothing, applied scent to his body and
placed a splendid Taylasani shawl around his shoulders with the advice,
“Now, proceed to your home and act as if you have no need to speak to
her.”

Imam Aba Yasuf .#: did as he was advised. When she noticed his
attitude she remarked, “It appears as if you have been to the home of a
shameless woman!”

Imam Abi Yasuf .2 was overjoyed at her words, by virtue of which
their marriage remained intact.!

A verdict of honour

Once, a dispute arose between Khalif Ja'far al-Mansiir and his wife Harrah,
who accused him of having no inclination towards her. She requested for
the arbitration of Imam Ab{i Hanifah .3: in order to resolve the problem.
The Khalif called for the Imam, and Harrah sat behind a veil to hear the
Imam’s verdict.

When he arrived the Khalif asked, “How many wives is a man
permitted to have at any one time?”

Imam Abi Hanifah .4 replied, “Four.”

“And how many bondswomen?” he continued.

Imam Aba Hanifah .2 replied, “As many as he desires.”

The Khalif asked, “Can anybody justifiably hold another opinion to
this, Islamically?”

“No,” replied Imam Abii Hanifah ...

The Khalif then addressed his wife, saying, “Harrah, have you heard
the verdict?”

At that point, Imam Ab{ Hanifah .2 exclaimed, “This ruling applies
to a man who deals justly and fairly with all his wives. As for such a man
who is not impartial or fears injustice in dealing with his wives, he should
marry only one wife. Allah 3£ declares :

1 ‘Ugiidul Jumin, p280
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‘If you fear that you will not be just then have only one (wife).’ (Siirah
Nisd, verse 3)

It is only appropriate that we accept the advice of Allah and discipline
ourselves accordingly,” Imam Abii Hanifah .4: concluded.

When the Khalif heard this, he was silent and did not utter a word
for a long time. Imam AbQ Hanifah . stood up and left the gathering.
When he reached home, he found a servant of the Khaliph's wife at his
door, who presented him a significant quantity of money, clothing, a
conveyance and a bondswoman as a gift from her side.

Imam Abii Hanifah .4 refused to accept the gifts and returned them,
saying, “Convey my greetings to her and say to her that I upheld the
truth for the pleasure of Allah. I did not desire the favour of anybody in
doing so, nor was I desirous of any worldly reward.”

Imam Abii Hanifah .2, far from touching the gifts before him, did
not even look at them.!

A thief is apprehended
A peacock was stolen from Imam Abii Hanifah's .3 neighbourhood. The
owner came and complained to him.

Imam Abu Hanifah .4 advised, “Remain silent about the matter
and do not discuss it further with anybody.” The next morning, Imam
Abii Hanifah .2 went to the Masjid and announced, “Is that person not
ashamed who steals a peacock from my neighbour and then arrives to
perform Salah, while the feathers are still visible on his body?”

The man who had stolen the peacock heard the announcement and
began to rub his hand over his head.

Imam Abi Hanifah .4: noticed him and said, “Please return the
peacock!” The man realised that he had been caught out and promptly
returned it to the owner.?

1 ‘Uqidul Juman, p298; Tabaqatul Hanafiyyah; Imam Abt Hanifah, p274
2 ‘Uqiidul Juman, p275; Imam Abi Hanifah, p 246
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A brilliant stratagem

Al-Aa‘'mash was not on favourable terms with Imam Abi Hanifah .::.
One day, he issued a conditional divorce to his wife with the words : “If
you inform me that the flour in our home has been depleted, by a verbal
declaration, writing a message to me, conveying a message via a third
person or making any such indication, then you are divorced from me.”

His wife was stunned and sought a solution to save her marriage.
People advised her to request Imam Abii Hanifah .2 for an answer. She
proceeded and explained to him what had happened.

He explained, “The solution is simple. Tie the empty bag of flour to
his trousers or any other portion of his clothing which is convenient for
you when he goes to bed at night. When he wakes up from his bed, he will
realise that the bag of flour is empty.”

She did as he had advised. When Al-Aa‘mash awoke, he realised that
his trousers were tied to the empty bag of flour.

He was obliged to submit, “By Allah, this is surely a stratagem of Abii
Hanifah! How can we ever be successful in our plots while he is amongst
us? He humiliates us before our wives by exposing our weaknesses to
them.”

Hidden wealth recovered

A man came to Imam Abi Hanifah .2: and explained, “I buried some
wealth in my home, but I have forgotten the exact spot.”

Imam Abi Hanifah .2 said to him, “If you have forgotten, it is more
unlikely that I should know where it is.”

The man was visibly distraught and Imam Aba Hanifah .4 requested
a few of his students to join him as they proceeded to the man’s home.
When they arrived, the Imam asked the man, “In which room do you keep
your important household goods?”

The man led them to a room where the Imam asked his students, “If
this room belonged to you and you intended hiding something, where
would you bury it?”

Each of the students pointed out an area which they considered a
good hiding place. From the five different spots they had pinpointed, the

1 ‘Uqhdul Juman, p275; Imam Abu Hanifah, p 247
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wealth was found at the third spot which they began to unearth.
Imam Abii Hanifah .2: advised the man, “Be thankful to Allah Who
returned your wealth to you.”!

Truth is established
A man travelled with his wife to Kiifah. She was exceedingly beautiful,
and a resident of Kiifah was taken aback by her beauty and claimed that
she was his wife. She mischievously agreed to his false claim. Her rightful
husband was disturbed, but could do nothing to prove the validity of his
marriage to her. Eventually, the matter was brought to Imam Abii Hanifah
A8

Together with a number of ‘Ulama’ such as Qadhi Ibn AbT Layla ..,
Imam Abl Hanifah .2: proceeded to the husband’s home. At the same
time, he ordered a number of other women to also arrive at the home.
When seeing each one of the women the husband’s dog began to bark.
He then requested the man’s wife to proceed to the house. When the dog
saw her, it began to wag its tail and walk around her happily.

The Imam then said, “The truth has been established.” The woman
was caught out and acknowledged that she was indeed his wife.?

An atheist is silenced
An atheist once approached Khalif Hartin Ar-Rashid and said, “O Amirul
Mu’minin, scholars of your age such as Aba Hanifah and others have
reached consensus that the world has been created by a divine being.
Please invite one of your leading scholars to debate this matter with me
as I do not believe that the world has been created by a divine being.”

Hariin Ar-Rashid immediately sent a message to Imam Abu Hanifah
2%z, “0 Imam of the Muslims, be informed that an atheist has arrived in
my court. He denies that the world has been created by a divine being,
and wants to debate the matter with you.”

Imam Abi Hanifah .#: replied that he would arrive after the Zuhr
Salah. At the appointed time, the Khalif, his courtiers and the atheist
waited while the Imam arrived a few minutes late.

1 ‘Uqiidul Juman, p 267; Imam Aba Hanifah, p236
2 Aimmah Arbaa‘h Ke Dilchasp Wigi‘at, p124; Al-Khairatul Hisan
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After greeting, the Imam was seated, and the atheist asked, “Abi
Hanifah, why did you arrive late?”

Imam Abii Hanifah .#; replied, “An amazing incident delayed me.
My home is on the other side of the Tigris River. When I arrived at the
bank of the river, I noticed an old boat, which had been broken in pieces.
As my gaze fell on the scattered pieces of wood they began to move by
themselves. Each piece attached itself to the others and soon the boat
was formed. All this happened without the aid of a builder. I boarded the
boat, crossed the river and arrived here.”

The atheist remarked, “Courtiers, have you ever heard such a lie as
the one just told to us by your Imam and great leader? This is completely
false.”

Imam Abi Hanifah .2: then explained, “Do you think that 1 am
speaking lies?”

The atheist replied, “Definitely! Never was a boat ever constructed
without the skills of a builder.”

Imam Abi Hanifah .4 continued, “Now, listen! If a boat cannot be
built without a builder, how is it possible that the universe came into
existence without a Creator?”

Knowledge crowned with piety and wisdom goes along way in establishing
the truth and destroying falsehood.
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A Mother’s Legacy

One of the governors of Egypt sent for Ibn Al-Furat .#: and said to him,
“I have been harbouring evil intentions regarding you for a long time

1 A'immah-e-Arbaa’h Ke Dilchasp Waqi‘at, p139
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now. I would have loved to arrest you and confiscate all your possessions,
but I have seen you in my dreams on numerous occasions, resisting and
opposing me by means of a loaf of bread. I always see you escaping from
my clutches. I then command my soldiers to apprehend you, but when
they shoot arrows at you, you defend yourself by means of the loaf of
bread in your hand. It appears as though I will never be able to harm you.
Please tell me what is the story behind this loaf of bread.”

Ibn Al-Furat .2 replied, “O Governor, since I was a child, my mother
would place a loaf of bread beneath my pillow every night. The next
morning, she would give it away in Sadaqah on my behalf. This remained
her practice until her demise. I have continued with this practice ever
since. Every night, I place a loaf of bread beneath my pillow and give it
out in Sadagah the next morning.”

The governor was taken aback and replied, “I will never attempt to
harm you from now onwards. In fact, I now entertain good thoughts
about you and have developed true love for you.™

Parents' habits rub off onto their offspring. Wise are those whose legacy
is good actions.

~

Sadagah repels evil.

A Sage Recalls his Upbringing

Sahl ibn ‘Abdullah Al-Tustari .#; was a saint of the highest order. In
abstinence and righteous deeds he was without an equal. He grew up in
the company of his uncle, Muhammad ibn Sawwar .4, who planted the

1 Al Biddyah Wan Nihayah, vol 15, p16
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seeds of tawhid' in his heart from an early age.

He narrates: One day, my uncle said to me, “Why don't you remember
Allah Who created you?”

I asked, “How should I remember Him?”

He answered, “Before you sleep every night, say the following three
times in your heart, without moving your tongue: Allah is with me. Allah
is watching me. Allah is present with me.” I followed his advice for some
time and then reported back to him. He then advised me to repeat the
phrases seven times every night. I again did so and informed him. He
then advised me to increase it to eleven. I continued with this practice
until the sweetness of it entered my heart.

After a year had passed, my uncle said to me, “Remember what I
have taught you and continue with it as long as you live. It will benefit
you in this world and the Hereafter.” I continued with this and felt the
sweetness of it entering me from within.

One day, my uncle addressed me again, “Sahl, a person who realises
that Allah is watching him all the time, would find it difficult to disobey
Him? Beware of disobeying Allah!™?

The seeds of Allah’s 4¢ greatness need to be planted when the soil of life
is most fertile.
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Bearing the Burden of Others

A pious man was burdened with a particularly foul-mouthed wife who
caused him a great deal of hardship. Her conduct was so wretched
that many in the community came to know about her evil manners.

1 The Oneness of Allah.
2 Wafayatul Aa'yan, vol 2, p 429; Ar-Risalutul Qushairiyah
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Eventually, some of them decided to advise the pious man, “Why do you
tolerate such a woman? She needs to be given a divorce.”

He explained, “Tknow that I have the choice of divorcing her. However,
one of two scenarios could occur if I divorce her. If another man does not
marry her, she will be in a difficult situation, and if she does remarry,
another man will be compelled to endure her evil. For this reason, I am
happy to continue living with her evil ways and be a means of protection
for others. Why should others suffer if I can prevent it?"

The quality of saving others from harm is a noble trait worthy of
emulation.
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Zakat Protects the Wealth of an Englishman

During the days of British rule in India, a number of Englishmen had
their residences in an area in the district of Saharanpur. Their businesses
were in the area nearby and many Muslims were employed by them.
The English owners would usually reside in the major cities like Delhi,
Calcutta, etc. Occasionally, they would visit their businesses to ensure
that all was well.

On one occasion, a fire broke out in the residential district, destroying
many homes. One of the Muslim workers quickly ran off to Delhi to
inform his employer of the calamity. He explained what had transpired.
The Englishman was in the process of writing and displayed no concern
at all. The worker then raised his voice and explained that all the homes
had been raised to the ground. The Englishman was still unconcerned
and casually responded that his house would not have burnt down. He

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 31; Hazrat Thanwi Ke Pasandidah Wagqi‘at, p110
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then continued writing. On the third occasion the employee screamed,
“All the homes have been devastated.”
The Englishman replied, “I discharge Zakat according to the teachings
of Islam. Therefore, my possessions will never be afflicted by any harm.”
The employee returned, having fulfilled his responsibility of warning
his employer. On arrival, he noticed that all the houses had burnt down
except the house of his employer.

The discharging of Zakat not only draws divine rewards but protects
ones possessions from harm. Even non-Muslims who act in accordance
with the teachings of Islam derive worldly benefit therefrom.
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Honesty Converts Highway Robbers

Moulana Muzaffar Husain Kandhalwi .4 was a scholar of outstanding
virtue and integrity. One day, he set out on a journey from Kandhla to
Gangoh with a number of family members. It was during a time when
such journeys were undertaken on foot and by ox-wagons. Roads were
dangerous, with highway robbers always on the look-out for easy targets.
Soon after commencing their journey, they were surrounded by a gang
of robbers. Moulana instantly realised that the gang was experienced
and their intent was to attack and loot the caravan. He quickly jumped
down from his ox-wagon and confronted the leader of the gang : “Before
commencing with your attack, I plead with you to listen to my request.”

The leader exclaimed, “Make your request!”

Moulana continued, “I would like to make an agreement with you.”

The leader asked Moulana what he meant and Moulana continued,

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 3 p156; Ap Beti English, Vol 6, p 89
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“We request that you do not harass or lay your hands upon our womenfolk.
In return we shall hand over to you all our money, jewellery and valuable
possessions.”

The leader accepted the proposal and the gang remained stationed
where they were. Moulana returned to the caravan and announced to the
females, “Hand over all your jewellery and valuables.” The women and
children co-operated and Moulana ensured that nothing remained behind.
Once all of it had been gathered he wrapped it in a cloth and handed it
over to the gang-leader, saying, “Look! I have brought everything.”

The robbers were pleased with their loot and the Moulana’s caravan
proceeded. Shortly after departing, Moulana sensed some sort of
excitement and noise amongst the women. Upon enquiry he was told
that it was nothing. Moulana persisted and they finally admitted that
a woman amongst them had disclosed that her very precious necklace
was still in her possession as she had concealed it beneath her clothing.
When Moulani heard this he immediately instructed that the caravan
should proceed no further. He dismounted from his conveyance, walked
across to the particular woman and said to her, “Sister, this is a breach of
our agreement. We promised the thieves that we would hand over all our
valuables to them. Therefore, this necklace belongs to them and not to
you. Please hand it over to me so that I could return and hand it over to
them.” She removed the necklace and handed it over to Moulana.

Mouldna returned in search of the robbers and found them resting.
When they noticed him approaching they assumed that Moulana had
returned with a group in order to attack them. They began gathering
their weapons to resist but Moulani casually replied, “I have not come to
fight. I have come to return a trust which belongs to you and I also need
to have a word with you.”

Moulina was taken to the leader and said to him, “Brother, I have
come to seek your forgiveness and return a trust of yours. You people
remained truthful upon your promise and we did not. Here is some
jewellery which a woman from amongst us had hidden from you. Since
we had promised to hand over all our valuables, this does not belong to
us any longer. I have come to hand it over to you. Accept it and please
forgive her mistake.”
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The leader listened to the Moulana’s words with great interest and
remarked, “Are you not Moulana Muzaffar Husain Kandhalwi? In these
parts, he is famous for his honesty.”

Moulana answered, “Yes, I am Muzaffar Husain Kandhalwi.”

The leader immediately fell at the Moulana’s feet in tears and begged
for forgiveness. The entire gang of robbers similarly realised their
wrongdoing and begged Allah to forgive them for the wrong they had
perpetrated against so many other people. They all pledged allegiance to
Moulana and returned every single item they had taken from Moulana’s
caravan. They also promised to return the wealth of every person they
had robbed and apologise to every person they had harmed during their
past lives of sin.™

Truthfulness transforms hearts.
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Honouring the Blessed Name of Muhammad

King Nasiruddin Mahmad .2 had a special attendant whose name was
Muhammad, whom he would always address by this name. One day, the
king addressed him as Tajuddin instead of Muhammad. The attendant
complied with the request of his senior and thereafter returned home, but
did not attend the court of the king for a period of three days. Nasiruddin
noticed his absence and instructed that Muhammad be brought before
him. When he arrived the king asked him why he had been absent.

He replied, “You always used to call me by my name, Muhammad, but
when you addressed me as Tajuddin, I assumed that you were displeased
with me. Out of fear and anguish I separated myself from you. I have

1 Jawihir Pare, vol 2, p 67
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passed these last three days in extreme distress and sorrow.”

The king explained, “I can assure you that I am not displeased with
you. I called out to you as Tajuddin because I was not in the state of wudhi
at the time and did not deem it appropriate to express the blessed name

1]

of Muhammad without wudhd.

The intense love of the righteous for Nabi # is often manifested in
remarkable ways.

sl iAoy
Za ;;‘\.; ‘m
A Gift Softens the Heart

Bayazid Bustami .2 was the sage of the age. His wisdom in winning over
the hearts of men was extraordinary. One night, while returning from the
cemetery, he ran into a young man who was playing his lute. In anguish,
Bayazid .#: immediately recited,

w2 o § L 3e -
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“There is no power or might except from Allah, the Elevated, the
Great.”

The young man was intoxicated and did not realise who it was. In his
stupor, he lifted his lute and struck the saint upon his head so severely that
the lute was shattered. Bayazid .4 bore the pain patiently and quietly
returned home. The next morning, he summoned one of his disciples and
requested him to find out the price of a lute. When he was informed, he
wrapped the sum of money equivalent to the value of a lute in a cloth and
prepared a plate of sweetmeats. He ordered a disciple to deliver these to

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 136; Tarikh Farishta, vol 1, p276
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the young man and instructed, “Say to the young man that Bayazid begs
his pardon and asks him to accept this sum of money as compensation
for his broken lute. Also request him to eat the sweetmeats to remove the
sorrow from his heart regarding the broken lute and the episode of the
night before.” '

When the young man realised what had actually transpired, he
was overcome with embarrassment. He came to meet Bayazid .3: and
apologised profusely. He also made tawbah from his sins and a number of
his young friends made tawbah along with him.!

Acts of kindness and grace soften the heart.
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The Reward for Abstaining from Haram

A pious student was once studying in Delhi and would sleep in a nearby
Masjid. One night, a young woman was on her way to visit some of her
relatives, who resided in the area, when a riot broke out. She could not
manage to escape the commotion and violence in time and quickly ran
into the Masjid in fear of her life. When the student noticed her, he was
alarmed and explained that the Masjid was not an appropriate place for
her to hide. “People may notice us here and my honour will be tarnished.
They will then evict me from the Masjid, to the detriment of my studies,”
he pleaded.

She explained, “If I leave the safety of this Masjid, I fear that my
honour and dignity may be blemished by the rioting mobs out in the
streets.”

Her explanationsilenced him as he realised the gravity of the situation.

1 Tadhkiratul Awliya, p 99, Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 38
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He directed her to a corner of the Masjid, where she could remain seated,
and returned to continue with his studies. He was immersed in his books
for the duration of the night, but occasionally he would place his finger
in the flame of a lamp that he was using as a source of light. The young
woman too remained awake and intently watched the young man.

Close to dawn, he said to her, “The rioters have dispersed and the
streets appear to be safe. I am prepared to accompany you to ensure that
you reach your home safely.”

“But,” she remarked, “I will not leave this Masjid until you explain
to me why you kept placing your finger in the flame throughout the
night.”

He replied, “That is a private matter and I would request you not to
question me further about it.”

But the young woman would not give in. When he realised that he could
not convince her otherwise, he explained, “Shaitan was continuously
enticing me to fulfil my desires with you. Hence, I kept placing my finger
in the flame to remind myself of the unbearable intensity of the fire of
Jahannam. If I could not bear the negligible burns from a worldly flame,
how would I ever bear the torment of the fire of Jahannam? I am grateful
to Allah that He saved me from sin through out the night.”

The young woman left and reached her home safely. She was from
a wealthy family and was soon to be married to a family relative. She
immediately declined the offer to marry him and said to her parents,
“My desire is to marry the student from the Masjid.”

Her parents and family tried their utmost to convince her. Others
began harbouring suspicions regarding her. When she heard their remarks
she explained what had transpired on that fateful night and concluded,
“The student has the fear of Allah within his heart, and such a man will
never harm or inconvenience others. My desire is to marry him.”

Eventually, her family consented and the nikah was performed. The
student who had lived in a Masjid now became the owner of his very own
home, due to his fear of Alldh.!

1 Adabul Muta‘allimin, p23
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Allah 4£ handsomely rewards a person who abstains from haram.

s\l
Disclosing the faults of others

A wise man once desired to divorce his wife. When questioned about his
reason for doing so he answered, “How can I ever disclose the weakness
of my wife to strangers?”

After divorcing her, he was again asked why he had done so. He
replied, “How can I disclose the weakness of a woman who is a stranger
to me? She is no longer my wife.”

Couples should not disclose their private and intimate matters, nor
divulge each other’s faults, errors and shortcomings to others. This
presents a real challenge after a divorce, since partners have a tendency
to prove that they were innocent and blameless. In many cases, this leads
to mudslinging, lies and a great deal of bickering. Divorced couples and
their families should part ways amicably and with dignity, honour and
integrity. It takes considerable courage and humility to admit to one’s
wrongs or to forgive and move on, but this is one of the noble traits of
the righteous servants of Allah 4.

1 Jawahir Pare vol 2, 247; Mirgat
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The Value of Time

Yahya ibn Ma‘in . is recognised as a great scholar in the science of
Hadith. His knowledge of Hadith was extensive and experts, such as Imam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal .2, would say, “If Yahya doubts the authenticity of a
particular Hadith then regard his opinion as authoritative.”

An interesting incident is quoted which displays his quest for
knowledge and the importance he placed upon time. One day, he set
out to acquire a Hadith from Muhammad ibn Fudail .. As Muhammad
ibn Fudail .2: began to narrate from memory, “Hammad ibn Salamah
has narrated,” Yahya stopped him and enquired, “I would prefer you to
narrate this Hadith to me by reciting it from one of your books of Ahadith
rather than from memory.”

It was not that Yahya .#: doubted Fudail .2:, who was an eminent
scholar in his own right, but his care and caution in narrating only sound
Hadith led him to make the request. Fudail .2, without any hesitation,
stood up to enter his home and bring the particular book. While doing so,
Yahya .#: caught hold of his garment and requested, “Narrate it to me
verbally first, as I fear that I may not live to have this opportunity again.
Fudail .#: then proceeded to narrate the Hadith to him verbally and
thereafter fetched the book and recited it to him again.™

Every moment of life is precious.

1 Al-Musnad Al-Jam'i; Shama'il Tirmidht
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Death in a Treasury

There was once a Jew who had amassed a huge amount of wealth. One
day, he decided to take a walk through his treasury and look through
his riches. In actual fact, he had a guard whose only responsibility was
to guard the treasury, but the Jew wanted to ensure that the guard was
not secretly pocketing some of his riches. To ensure that the guard was
unaware of his presence in the treasury, he chose an appropriate time
and quietly slipped in by unlocking the door with his spare key. When
the guard arrived he noticed the door open and locked it with his key
from the outside. In the meantime, the owner continued counting and
checking through the wealth.

After completion, he returned to the door and found it locked. The
treasury was solidly built and all he could do was shout as loud as he
could, but unfortunately for him, his voice could not reach the outside.
He continued shouting for a long time, but nobody could hear him. His
treasury was filled with piles of gold and silver, but these were totally
valueless in quenching his thirst or satisfying his hunger. He became
weaker and weaker until he finally collapsed and died. His wealth could
not be of any assistance to him when he needed it most. Rather, it became
the primary cause of his death.!

Wealth and riches are worthless in the face of death.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 3, p 213; Islahi Khutubat
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The Honour of a Muslim

Once a veiled woman presented her case before Judge Miisa ibn Ishaq,
claiming that her husband owed her five hundred dirhams as mahr. Her
husband, who was also present, vehemently disputed her claim.

The lawyer representing the wife said to the judge, “I have brought
along witnesses to prove her claim.”

One of the witnesses then requested to view the woman’s face to
confirm heridentity. She was about to do so, when the husband intervened,
“Should my wife expose her face before a strange man because of this
case? I testify in the presence of the judge that I will pay her five hundred
gold dirhams, but cannot bear her exposing her face.”

When the woman heard her husband’s remark and realised his sense
of honour and dignity she declared, “I make the judge my witness that I
have written off the debt.”

The judge was amazed and said, “This incident should be recorded
amongst the narrations of good character.”

Just as the husband’s self-honour compelled him to guard the honour

of his wife by not allowing her face to be exposed before strangers, so

too should a Muslim’s self-honour lead him to defend Islam and Muslims
when the need arises.

1 Shua'bul Tman of Baihaqi
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Mahmiid and Ayaz

Many poets and writers in the Urdu and Persian languages, such as Shaikh
Sa'dl 44 and Moulana RGmi .#:, have narrated incidents regarding
Mahmiid and Ayaz. Mahmiid was a king who conquered Somnat. He had
a favourite amongst his servants by the name of Ahmad Ayaz. Ayaz, as he
was affectionately known, was a simple poor servant, but he possessed
one outstanding quality: absolute obedience to his master. This earned
him great honour and respect in the sight of Mahmad.

The master or his riches

As often happens, a man who is close to the king is looked upon with
contempt and malice by his enemies. Ayaz was no exception. Another
servant, desirous of the king’s favour, one day remarked, “Why does the
king favour Ayaz? He is not as great as he is made out to be.”

When the remark reached the king's ears, he was rightfully upset,
but decided to be patient until a favourable opportunity presented itself.
Soon thereafter, the king was on a journey when the conveyance he was
travelling on fell to the ground together with all his valuables. He seized
the opportunity and announced to his fellow servants, “From these
valuables, whatever you lay your hands upon will be yours.” The servants
began scrambling and grabbing whatever they could, except Ayaz, who
remained at the king’s side.

The king asked him, “Ayaz, why did you not leave my side and gather
some of the valuables?”

Ayaz wisely replied, “O King, 1 was in your company. Why should I be
so foolish as to leave your company for the riches of the world?”

The reply served as a perfect answer which the king used to silence
Ayaz’s malicious critics, saying, “This is why Ayaz is a favourite in my
sight.”
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Just as Ayaz wisely preferred the king over his riches, a wise man prefers
the love of Allah ¢ over worldly riches.

Humble beginnings

When Ayaz first arrived at the court of Mahmiid, he possessed only a
tattered shawl and an old piece of fur. After donning the clothing of
the court, he kept his old clothing locked in a room. Everyday, he would
enter the room by himself for a few moments and look at his old clothing,
while addressing himself, “Ayaz, not long ago you arrived here with these
tattered clothes, but today you are closely attached to the king. Never
forget your origin. You enjoy the favours of the king in abundance, but
don't ever become proud and boastful. Rather be grateful that a person,
who once dressed in tattered clothing, has won the favour of a great king
and is the envy of all the courtiers and servants.”

Slowly but surely the news of Ayaz and his daily seclusion in the room
spread. His enemies could not bear to see a simple and poor man like Ayaz
enjoying the king's favours. They began discussing the matter, “Why does
he seclude himself and what has he got locked up in that room? Perhaps,
he is stealing from the treasury and gathering it in there! The king should
be alerted about this so that Ayaz’s true colours are exposed.”

After collectively agreeing to the idea they approached the king
and explained, “Beloved King, Ayaz is a thief and a hypocrite. He does
not have true love for you. We have proof that he is stealing from your
treasury and gathering all the riches in a locked room.”

The king did not entertain the slightest doubt in Ayaz’s loyalty, but
to silence them and prove Ayaz's honesty and sincerity he announced
that Ayaz's room would be searched that night. Aydz's enemies were
overjoyed. “Finally, Ayaz shall be disgraced,” they thought.

That night, the lock to his room was broken and the investigating
team began their search. But, they could find nothing, but a tattered
shawl and an old piece of fur. They went to the extent of digging open the
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floor to check whether he had hidden anything in a secret vault. Finally,
exhausted and disappointed, they presented themselves before the king,
greatly embarrassed. They had no choice but to apologise for thinking
evil of Ayaz.

The incident increased the king’s affection for him and he asked,
“Ayaz, why did you keep these old clothes locked in the room?”

Ayaz replied, “Beloved King, these clothes serve as a lesson for me. I
look at them to remind myself that I am constantly enjoying the king’s
favours and gifts, but I once possessed nothing but a pair of tattered
clothing.”

The wise are always humble and simple. They choose gratitude over
pride and arrogance.

True love

One day, the king wanted to test his courtiers. He asked for a pearl to
be brought from his treasury and placed it in the hands of his finance
minister with the question, “How much is this worth?”

The minister replied, “It is extremely valuable. Its value is in excess of
two hundred donkey-loads of gold.”

Then the king instructed, “I command you to crush it."

The minister refused, saying, “I am your well-wisher and will never
allow any harm to come to your treasury.”

The king presented a small reward to the minister and then placed the
pearl in the hands of another close courtier with the same instruction.

The courtier replied, “This pearl is worth half your kingdom. May
Allah protect it! My hands could never crush such a valuable object. An
act of this nature is defiance of your honour.”

The king similarly rewarded him with a small gift and praised him.
Thereafter, the king made the same request to a total of sixty-five
courtiers. Each of them responded in the same manner and received an
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award and a word of praise. He then called for Ayaz and said, “All the
courtiers have estimated the value of this pearl. How much do you think
it is worth?”

Ayazreplied, “Dear King, the pearl is far more valuable than any price
I attach to it.”

“Crush it to pieces!” the king commanded.

Ayaz was a wise man and realised that the king was merely testing
him. He immediately crushed it. As he did so, the court erupted with the
courtiers' disapproval. They proclaimed, “Only a fool would do such a
thing!”

Ayaz replied calmly, “My fellow courtiers! Is the pearl more valuable
than the command of the king? You all had your sights focussed upon the
pearl instead of the king. I would never divert my gaze from the king to
the pearl. This would be a form of defiance because I would be disobeying
the command of the king.!

Just like Ayaz wisely gave preference to the king’s command, so too
should one preferentially obey the commands of Allah 4z.
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Smiles and Tears

Tsa %5 once met Yahya %2. Tsa %5 would smile a lot while Yahya %=
would cry a lot.

Tsa %2 asked, “0 Yahya, have you lost hope in the mercy of Alldh to
such an extent that your crying does not cease?”

Yahya %2 responded by asking, “0 Tsa, do you feel so safe from the
wrath of Allah that you smile all the time?”

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 2, p 120-126
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After a while, an angel appeared to them and said, “Allah has
commanded me to come to you and explain His verdict regarding your
respective conditions. O Tsa, remain smiling in public, but in seclusion
cry like Yahya. And, O Yahya, in privacy continue shedding tears, but in
public smile with others. It should not become such that people see a
prophet of Allah in tears all the time. They would lose hope in His mercy
when they see you like this.™

The life of man must be a balance between smiles and tears.
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Death on Iman

Sayyid Ahmad Shahid .4, the great mujahid, fought many wars in the
service of Islam and was finally martyred in the Battle of Balakot. On
one occasion, a Muslim person, commonly known as Rajah, joined his
army. However, at the crucial moment when the two armies came face
to face, he abandoned the Muslims and joined the army of Sher Singh. A
few moments later, a Sikh from the army of Sher Singh left his camp and
accepted Islam at the hands of Sayyid Ahmad Shahid .. He was given
the name ‘Abdullah.

When the battle commenced, Rajah was in the forefront fighting
alongside the Sikhs. A bullet struck him and he fell to the ground and
died. Soon thereafter, a bullet was fired by the Sikhs and hit the new
Muslim, ‘Abdullah. He too fell to the ground, but his death was one of a
Shahid.?

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 2, p 168
2 Jawdhir Pare, vol 2, p20; Strat Sayyid Ahmad Shahid
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The success or failure of an individual cannot be judged with certainty

from his life in this world. Instead, a person’s final moments serve as the

true barometer of success or failure. Fortunate are those who pass away

with the kalimah on their tongues. Unfortunate are those who pass away
in the condition of disbelief and sin.
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Parent’s Legacies

‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .#: passed away leaving behind eleven sons. His
estate consisted of only seventeen dinars. From this, five dinars were
used for his burial shroud, and another two for his grave. The remaining
ten dinars were equally distributed amongst his sons. Each son received
a small sum of nineteen dirhams.

Hisham ibn ‘Abdul Malik also passed away leaving behind eleven sons.
From his estate, each son received a hefty sum of ten thousand dirhams.
Soon thereafter, one of the sons of ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .#: was seen
dispatching a hundred of his horses fully-laden with goods in jihad. In
sharp contrast, one of the sons of Hisham was seen begging.

After quoting this incident, ‘Allamah Damiri remarked, “This is
nothing strange. ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz had trained his sons Islamically
and handed them into the care of Allah, Who made them independent
and wealthy. Hisham taught his sons about the world and in return Allah

"

tested them with poverty.

1 Hayatul Hayawan vol 2, p204; Jawahir Pare, vol 3, p272
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Wise men lead their offspring along the path of Islam, while the ignorant
teach their offspring to become slaves of the world.
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True Worth of Worldly Empires

Har{in Ar-Rashid, the Khalif of the Muslims, requested the righteous Ibn
Simak .2 for some advice. Ibn Simak .#: noticed that Harlin Ar-Rashid
had a glass of water in his hand and asked, “Amirul Mu'minin, if you
were deprived of the bounty of drinking water, would you be prepared to
exchange your entire kingdom for it?”

“Yes, I will certainly be happy to do so,” replied the Khalif.

Ibn Simak .2 then asked, “If you did not have the ability to urinate,
and water collected in your body, would you be prepared to exchange
your entire kingdom in return for the bounty of urination?

“Yes, I will be happy to do so,” replied the Khalif.

Ibn Simak .2 then wisely remarked, “What goodness is there in a
kingdom which is not even equal to a glass of water and urine?”

Har{in Ar-Rashid realised the truth of the wise man’s explanation and
was reduced to tears.!

Worldly riches and splendour are worthless when compared with the
bounty of good health.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 3, p113; Al-Kanzul Madfiin
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A Greater Fool

Bahlil .2: was a pious man who lived during the Khilafah of Hartin Ar-
Rashid. Although people often looked down upon him, Bahlal ., was
no fool. He would often enter the court of the Khalif and casually discuss
matters of mutual interest. One day, he entered the court and found
Hariin Ar-Rashid with a knife in his hand.

The Khalif jokingly remarked, “Bahlal! I have a request.”

“What is it?"” asked Bahlil . .

He replied, “I am handing this knife over to you as a trust. If you find
a greater fool than yourself in the entire world then you should hand this
knife over to him as a gift from me.”

Bahlill .4 agreed and the Khalif handed it over to him. The request
was actually intended to mock at Bahlil .2:, with the message that
nobody was more foolish than him. Bahldl .#: made no fuss about the
joke and left the court with the knife.

The years passed by. One day, the news reached Bahldl .2:, that Hariin
Ar-Rashid was seriously ill and bedridden. Various forms of medication
were administered, but without any success. Bahltl .2 decided to visit
the Khalif.

As he entered he asked, “Amirul Mu'minin, how are you feeling?”

The Khalif replied, “My time is up. I have commenced my journey.”

“Where are you going?” asked Bahlal .2: .

The Khalif answered, “I will soon leave this world for the Hereafter.”

Bahlil .2 asked, “After how many days will you return?”

The Khalif replied, “This is the journey of the Hereafter! Nobody
returns from this journey.”

Bahlal .2 asked, “If you will not return, how many armies and
delegations have you sent forth to welcome you and make your stay
there comfortable?”

The Khalif replied, “Again you are talking like a fool! A man goes alone
on this journey. No companions, bodyguards or armies may accompany
him.”
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Bahliil .2 asked in surprise, “I am surprised that you have not
prepared for a journey of such long duration and for a destination from
which there is no return. I remember well how you used to carefully
prepare and send out armies and soldiers ahead of your departure while
you were healthy. Why were you so lax regarding this journey?”

The Khalif answered, “On this journey no army or soldiers are allowed
to accompany a person.”

Bahldl .2: continued, “I have something which you gave me as a
trust many years ago: a knife. You asked me to hand it over to a person
who was more foolish than myself. I searched for such a person but could
not find one, until today. You are more foolish than me. I noticed how you
would go out of your way to prepare for the shortest of journeys. Months
ahead of time, you would arrange food, tents, bodyguards and so much
more. You would send these ahead of your departure so that your entire
journey would be in luxury. But, for such a journey from which there is
no return, you have prepared nothing! I have not found a more foolish
man than you. I would like to return your knife to you.”

The Khalif heard the explanation and burst into tears. He exclaimed,
“Bahldl! You have spoken the truth. I regarded you as a fool my entire
life, but you are a wise man. You understood the reality of life better than
me. I have wasted my life in this world by not preparing for my journey
towards the Hereafter.”

True intelligence lies with those who pursue the greater goal of preparing
for the life of the Hereafter.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 3, p 210; Islahi Khutubat
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A Lofty Rank

One day, Hariin Ar-Rashid took the hand of Imam Malik .2 and they
proceeded to the grave of Nabi . When they arrived, he asked the scholar,
“Inform me about the status of Abii Bakr % and ‘Umar £ in relation to
Nabi £

Imam Malik .#: replied, “Their proximity to him while he lived is the
same as their proximity to him after his demise.”

Truly blessed are the two Sahabah ..«, who lie beside the greatest of
creation.
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Remembrance of Death

Curtailing the aspirations of the soul

Mullah ‘Al Qari .#:; mentions that his spiritual mentor, Mouldana
Niiruddin ‘AlT Muttagi .#:., would have small lockets made up, upon
which the word “death” was engraved. He would then hand these out
to his disciples to hang around their necks as a constant reminder that
death was hovering over them. This would serve a dual purpose. It would
curtail their worldly desires and aspirations, while creating within them
a yearning to increase their good deeds.

1 Tartibul Madarik vol 2, p 19; 100 Qissah Wa Qissah Min Hayat al-Imam Malik, p 27
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A wise king
Arighteous king was always conscious of the Hereafter. To remind himself

that death was imminent, he had a servant who would stand behind him
all the time uttering the word “death” repeatedly.’

Reflection upon the temporary nature of this worldly life serves as a
spiritual remedy for diseases that afflict the soul.

Reward for Chastity

The Crusades were a series of wars in which the Christians fought the
Muslims with the aim of regaining Musjidul Aqsa. The heart-rending
incident that follows occurred during that critical period of time. Al-
Amir Shuja‘uddin Muhammad Ash-Shirazi, an official of a state in Cairo,
narrates: “We once spent a night in the company of a man, who resided in
the mountainous regions on the outskirts of the city. He was tremendously
generous and hospitable towards us. He was dark in complexion and
the signs of old age had caught up with him, while his children were
exceedingly fair and beautiful.

We were taken aback and asked, “Are these really your children?”

“Yes,” he explained, “I notice that you are surprised at their fair
complexion and my dark complexion.”

We acknowledged our surprise, and he continued, “My life story is
a strange one indeed. The mother of these children is European and I
married her while I was a young man, during the days of An-Nasir
Salahuddin.”

“Please narrate your story to us. How did you come to marry her?”

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 3, p 143; Mirgat
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we asked.

He commenced, “I was a cotton farmer during my youth. On one
occasion, I spent five hundred dindrs in planting trees and harvesting
the cotton but could not find a buyer willing to pay more than what 1
had invested. I tried taking it to other areas of the city, but my efforts
proved fruitless. Eventually, I took my goods and proceeded to the city
of Acre, where 1 sold some of it on credit and the remainder I kept in
my possession. I rented a shop for a period of time where I continued
selling it at my leisure. One day, during the course of business, I noticed a
young European woman approaching. Her face and hair were uncovered,
as was the habit of all the European women when they walked in the
streets. She entered and purchased some cotton. She was exceedingly
beautiful. So overwhelmed was I by her beauty, that I dealt graciously
with her and sold the cotton to her at a very discounted price. She soon
left, but returned a few days later to purchase some more. I concluded
the sale with a larger discount than the first time. In this way, she became
my regular customer. After some time, she realised that I was attracted
to her. One day, I quietly said to the old woman who usually accompanied
her, “I am in love with this young woman and would like to spend a night
with her. Can you help?”

The old woman mentioned my request to the young woman, who was
not keen on the idea.

“But,” I persisted, “my heart and soul are infatuated with love for her.
1 will do anything to be with her.” She eventually agreed to my request
on condition that I pay her fifty dinars. I counted them out and handed
them over to the old woman. They left, saying, “We will meet you later
tonight.”

1 left my shop earlier than normal and proceeded to purchase the
best of food, drinks, sweetmeats, candles and other luxuries that I could
afford. That evening, the young woman arrived at my home. We ate and
drank to our fill late into the night. The time had arrived to fulfil my
desires with her. At this critical juncture, I felt embarrassed and asked
myself, “Are you not ashamed of Allah? You are a stranger in these lands
and you have the audacity of disobeying Allah with a strange Christian
woman!”
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I boldly proclaimed, “O Allah, 1 make You my witness that I have
decided to abstain from this woman tonight, out of shame for You and
because I fear Your punishment.” I then slept till the morning. She did
likewise and when the sun rose she left without a word. I awoke and
proceeded to my business, where I sat down to ponder. All of a sudden, I
noticed the young woman and her elderly companion crossing the road
towards my shop. I quickly realised that she was very angry, but she still
appeared to me more beautiful than the full moon. I again found myself
uncontrollably attracted towards her. I said to myself, “Who do you think
you are? You have the opportunity of fulfilling your burning desires with
this beautiful woman, yet you resist the impulse!”

I dashed out and caught up with them. I pleaded to the old woman for
a second chance, but she was adamant. Finally, she agreed, “I will allow
her to come to you again if you pay me a hundred dinars.” I readily agreed
to her condition, counted out the money and handed it over to her. That
night, she came to me again, but my thoughts of the previous night
overpowered me once more. I refrained from fulfilling my desires with
her out of shame for Allah. The next morning, she left and 1 proceeded
to my shop. Again she approached me, but this time she spoke to me
like a complete stranger, “From now on, I will not allow you to enjoy my
company, except on condition that you pay me five hundred dinars. I do
not care if you die of sorrow over me.”

I realised that her asking price was excessive, but I made a firm
intention to pay it, even if I had to sell all my cotton in acquiring the
amount. As I pondered over my plight, I heard an announcement being
made, “O Muslims! The truce that was agreed upon between you and us
has ended. You have been given respite until this Friday to settle your
affairs and leave our lands.”

Irealised that this announcement was the point of separation between
me and the woman I loved. I began to collect the monies that were due to
me and made agreements for the remainder to be paid up promptly. I left
Acre with the cotton I had, but my heart was still drowned in love for the
Christian woman I was forced to leave behind.

I reached Damascus and began to sell the cotton. I earned significant
profits from the sales because the truce had ended and people were eager
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to buy the stocks I had. Allih made me a rich man. I left the cotton trade
and began to buy and sell slaves in the hope that my love and desire
for the European woman would leave my heart. Three years passed and
the political landscape changed considerably. Sultan An-Nasir captured
many lands, including those along the coast after the decisive battle of
HittTn, by the grace of Allah. Soon thereafter, 1 was approached by the
king’s attendants, who explained that the king wanted to purchase a
slave-woman from me. I presented a beautiful woman and they agreed to
the purchase price of a hundred dirhams. They paid ninety in cash and
returned to the king to request for the remaining ten.

There were no more dirhams in the treasury that day and the king
instructed, “Escort him to the tent where the captured European female
prisoners of war are housed. Allow him to choose one of them in lieu of
the ten dirhams owed to him.” I proceeded to the tent and immediately
recognised the beautiful woman I had known during my days of cotton-
trade in Acre. I requested for her and headed home. When we were in
seclusion, I sat down with her and asked, “Do you recognise me?”

“No,” she answered.

1 explained, “I am that cotton-trader who had dealings with you. You
had taken money from me a few times and finally said that you would not
meet me unless I paid you five hundred dinars. Now, I own you and have
paid a mere ten dinars!”

She replied, “Extend your hand. I bear witness that there is no deity
worthy of worship besides Allih and Muhammad is the messenger of
Allah”

She accepted Islam in my presence and thereafter, proved to be a
good Muslim in her conduct and dealings. I still desired to be with her
but decided to marry her by performing nikah according to the proper
Islamic teachings. I proceeded with her to judge Ibn Shaddad who listened
intently to my story and finally performed our nikah. She was now my
wifel”

I continued with the army and we entered Damascus. Soon thereafter,
a messenger arrived with orders from the king that all slaves be returned
as there had been some sort of agreement between the Muslim and
Christian kings. All slaves were returned except my wife. They noticed
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her absence and began to search for her. They were directed to my home
and I realised that her time was up. Sorrowfully, I proceeded with her to
the king’s court.

With the European messenger at his side, the king instructed her,
“Proceed to your homeland and your husband. We have freed you and all
the others.”

She replied, “Sultan, I have accepted Islam as my faith. I am now
pregnant as you can see. The Europeans will derive no benefit from me
any longer.”

The European messenger again asked for clarification from her,
“Do you prefer this Muslim husband of yours or your former European
husband?” She replied as she had done before.

The Europeans could not insist on her return and 1 left the court with
her. They summoned me again, but this time the European messenger
said, “Her mother has entrusted me with something which I need to hand
over to your wife. She had said to me: “My daughter has been enslaved
and [ request you to pass this onto her.”

They handed me a box and I returned home. She opened it and found
a cloth which her mother had woven for her. There were also two golden
containers filled with coins. One contained fifty dinars and the other,
a hundred dinars, in the very same condition I had given her all those
years ago.”

The old man ended his fascinating narrative with the casual remark,
“These children you see before you are from her and the food you have
consumed was prepared by her.

Abstaining from sin draws immense rewards. Those who choose to tread
the path of chastity and purity attain the spiritual bliss that comes with
it.

1 Min Qasasil ‘Arab, p 69
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Anxiety of an Ant

Shaikh Sa'di .4 narrates: Shaikh Shibli .2: once purchased some barley
and returned home carrying it on his head in a sealed cloth. After a short
while, he opened it and noticed an ant running out. To the Shaikh the ant
appeared anxious as it dashed around uneasily.

Shaikh Shibli .= was saddened at its pitiful condition and began to
ponder, “Where could it have come from? Surely it must be restless and
fearful due to separation from its abode.”

That night, he spent tossing and turning, unable to sleep. The next
morning, he picked up the cloth, fastened it and set out towards the city.
After arriving at the shop where he had purchased the barley, he opened
the cloth and set the ant free.!

The close servants of Allah 45 meticulously guard against causing any
sort of harm to the creation.

~

In days gone by, men were saddened at the anxiety of an ant. Today,

man has sunk into such an abyss of destruction that such heinous crimes

as abortion are justified by so-called progressive governments of the
world.

s ety
Ingenuity of Imam Abi Hanifah .2,
The forces of evil are notorious for plotting in order to tarnish the

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p42; Bustan
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reputation of those who tread the path of truth. The hypocrites plotted
against NabT % by making false accusations against his wife ‘A’ishah ..4...
However, truth always prevails. The evildoers and their lies are bound to
fail sooner or later.

Imam Abi Hanifah .%:; was one such man of truth whom the
evildoers desired to harm. One day, they hatched a sly plot to tarnish the
reputation of the Imam so that he would lose his respect amongst people.
They bribed a young widow who readily agreed to their nefarious plot.
While returning home from the Masjid every night, Imam Abiéi Hanifah
a8, would pass by her home. One night, she appeared before him with
her body and face completely concealed and exclaimed in desperation,
“Imam! My husband is about to pass away and is intending to make some
sort of bequest, but I cannot understand it. Please come quickly!”

Imam Abii Hanifah .3 followed her into her home and, after
entering, she quickly locked the door behind him. The Imam’s enemies,
who had slyly concealed themselves within the home, emerged and
began slandering him, “Imam Abd Hanifah, what are you doing in this
private residence in the company of a strange young woman at this late
hour? You evil man!”

They immediately handed the innocent Imam and the young woman
over to the police. The news spread like wildfire and soon reached the
ears of the governor, who instructed that both be put behind bars for
the duration of the night. The case would be heard the next morning,
Accordingly, they were enclosed in a small cell. The Imam was in the
state of wudhii and immediately commenced performing Nafl Salah. The
young woman could do nothing but watch the Imam, and soon realised
her error of attempting to vilify such a respectable man and waited for
the Imam to complete his Salah. She then begged his forgiveness and
confessed to their mischievous plot.

The Imam declared, “We cannot undo what has occurred, but I have a
plan that can clear our names.”

“What?” she quickly asked.

Imam Abii Hanifah .2 explained, “Plead to the guard outside to let
you free so that you can return home for amoment. Convince him that you
were brought here without any explanation and that you need to attend
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to an essential task which cannot be delayed. Ask him to accompany
you so that he does not doubt your intention to return. When he agrees
you should proceed to my home, where you should enlighten my wife
regarding the proceedings. Ask her to disguise herself by donning your
clothing and request her to come here immediately.”

The young woman succeeded in convincing the guard, and the Imam’s
wife reached his prison cell in a short while. The next morning, the
governor summoned the Imam and his wife. The Imam’s enemies were
in attendance in large numbers, anxious to see the Imam'’s reputation
tarnished.

When the case was brought forward the governor asked, “Ab{i Hanifah,
you are a great scholar. How could you engage in such a major crime?”

Imam Abi Hanifah .#: asked, “What are you implying?”

The governor continued, “You were caught in the presence of a
strange young woman in privacy late at night.”

Imam Abt Hanifah .2 explained, “She is no stranger to me.”

The governor asked, “Who is she to you?”

Imam Abi Hanifah .#: pointed to his father-in-law and said, “Ask
this honourable man to clarify who she is.”

The elderly man was called forward and he explained, “This is my
daughter. I handed her over in marriage to Imam Abt Hanifah at such
and such a place.”

The enemies were left utterly defeated by the amazing ingenuity
with which Allah 4¢ had blessed the Imam.!

Only fools attempt to tarnish the reputation of the righteous servants of
Allah 3z,

1 Allzh Ke Ashiqo Ke Hilat, vol 2, p782
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The Knowledge of Imam Muhammad .2,

Kitabul Asl is a book of jurisprudence which was compiled by Imam
Muhammad Ibn Hasan Shaibani ., the famous student of Imam Aba
Hanifah .2:. Imam ShafiT .#: memorised it from cover to cover and
then wrote his magnum opus, Kitabul Umm,

Imam ShafiT .4: himself mentions, “I spent ten years in the company
of Imam Muhammad and acquired knowledge from him equivalent to
that of a camel-load.”

A Jewish rabbi, after studying the Kitabul Asl of Imam Muhammad
2#: , accepted Islam with the proclamation, “If this is the book of your
junior Muhammad, what is there left to say about the book (Qur’an) of
your senior Muhammad (i.e. Nabi %)7™

May Allah 3£ be pleased with the tremendous contributions of our erudite
scholars and luminaries in the field of figh.

I\»’I"'
/ t (' Z
‘//

An Ungratefu Man

Wahab ibn Munabbih .2: narrates: Once the angel of death was ascending
towards the heavens with the soul of a king whose tyranny was second to
none. On his way, he met some angels who asked, “From all the souls of
men that you have taken, whose did you feel the most compassion for?”
The angel of death replied, “I was once instructed to take the soul of
a woman who had just given birth to a young baby boy. She was alone in

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 247; BulGghul Amant
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a jungle and I wondered what would happen to the baby who would be
left alone without any living being in sight. After taking her soul, I was
touched by such compassion which I had never experienced before.”
The angels explained, “That same baby grew up to become the tyrant
king, whose soul you are now taking up.”
The angel of death was astounded and exclaimed, “O Allah, You are
pure, most kind and You do as You please.

How many a person grows up in the shadow of Allah's 4& mercy, only

to flagrantly disobey Him without displaying any remorse! How many a

person lives off the kindness of others, only to ignore them when he no

longer requires their assistance! Truly, man becomes ungrateful when
wealth intoxicates his sense of dignity and reason.

S8 \),?J \Ku\u’\t‘;
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The Loose Brick

‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .2: had a staircase in his home. The staircase had
one particular brick which was loose and would shake whenever he used
to step upon it. One day, his servant decided to attach the brick firmly
into place. The next time ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .2 used the staircase he
immediately realised that the brick was no longer loose and asked, “Why
does this brick no longer shake?”

The servant replied, “We decided to repair it by attaching it firmly
into place.”

‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .4 replied, “The loose brick served as a gentle
reminder to me. Whenever I stepped onto it  would remember the Bridge
of Sirat, and declare, “O Allah, when I am afraid of a small brick falling

1 Thya ‘'Ulimuddin, vol 15, p 2871; Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 206
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from a staircase, how will I be able to cross the Bridge of Sirat?”

Suchis the insight of the righteous. They understand the deeper meanings
of life which are beyond the material pleasures of this world.

Soth Ao
Z t().f :\a\%
A Mother’s Love is Priceless

‘Allamah Shihabuddin Ahmad QalyGbi narrates the story of a pious
man who observed a person carrying a woman on his shoulders, while
performing Tawaf of the Ka'bah. The pious man asked him who the
woman was.

He replied, “This is my mother. I have been carrying her like this on
my shoulders for the past seven years. Have I fulfilled her rights?”

The pious man answered, “Never! Never! If you carried her on your
shoulders for a thousand years, it would not be equal to one night in
which she held you in her arms and gave you milk to drink.”

When the man heard the answer he was reduced to tears.?

A mother’s love and favours are priceless.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 169
2 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 155
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The Sacrifice of Life

Moulana Mahmiid Hasan .4 was one of those ‘Ulama’ who gave his life
fighting the oppressive British rule in India. The British were in conspiracy
with Sharif Husain, who treacherously broke away from the ‘Uthmani
Khilafah and established his own regime. On the instruction of the British,
a messenger was sent with a letter to Moulana Mahmiid Hasan .., who
was in Makkah at the time, requesting Molana’s signature. The letter was
supposedly from the side of the ‘Ulama’ who taught in the precincts of
the Haram and proclaimed that all the Turks were disbelievers because
they had ousted Sultan ‘Abdul Hamid Khan. The letter also declared the
break-away of Sharif Husain to be in order. The ‘Uthmani Khilafah in
Turkey was declared null and void.

Moulana Mahmad Hasan ;. refused to sign the letter, saying, “I do
not teach in the Haram and further, I hail from India and not from the
blessed lands.”

The messenger left without a word, but a number of Moulana’s close
associates warned him that the repercussions of his refusal could be
disastrous.

Moulana boldly explained, “The content of the letter contradicts the
teachings of Islam.”

A few days later, Sharif Husain ordered the capture and imprisonment
of Moulana MahmtidHasan .2 together withanumber ofhis companions.
Moulana spent approximately three and a half years as a prisoner in
Malta. Following his release, Moulana returned to Deoband where he
continued his opposition to the British with even greater zeal. However,
within a short period of time, Moulana left this temporary sojourn for
the eternal life of the Hereafter.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 2, p315
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May Allah 45 bless our pious predecessors for their resilience and courage
in opposing the oppressors and upholding the truth.

R \;’/w ‘\l’t‘u’\#‘;!
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Complaining is Counterproductive

Lugman %& was a prophet according to some scholars, while others
maintain that he was not. However, according to all, he was blessed with
wonderful insight and wisdom. At one stage of his life, he was employed
as a labourer in an orchard.

One day, the owner entered the orchard and requested for some fruit,
which was brought to him. He sliced it and gave a piece to Lugman &,
who began to eat it with great relish. Seeing this, the master assumed
that it was probably very tasty. He placed a piece into his mouth, but
immediately spat it out as it proved to be extremely bitter.

Astonished and irritated, he asked, “Lugman, this fruit is extremely
bitter. How do you eat it with such great pleasure?”

Lugman & replied, “Yes, I have realised that it is very bitter.”

The master continued, “But, why did you not say so earlier?”

Lugman %# replied, “How can I make such a statement! When I have
eaten sweet fruit thousands of times from the hand that provides me,
why should I complain for one piece of bitter fruit?™

Never despise any form of haldl employment even though it may be a
humble one.

A~

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 90
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Appreciating the countless blessings of Allah ¢ produces contentment
of heart. Complaining makes life dull and unpleasant for oneself and
others.

St dA
Hope in Allah’s % Mercy

Aking was afflicted with a severe life-threatening ailment. The physicians
who were attending to him, all concurred that no medicine could cure
him. His only hope of survival was to transplant the organs of a young
boy into his body. The king agreed and made an announcement that such
a young boy be found. After much searching, they found a young boy
who matched the description provided by the physicians. The parents
were bribed with a colossal sum of money and agreed to hand over their
son. The corrupt judge of the time passed his verdict of acceptability. He
reasoned that the life of a young boy could be taken to save the life of the
king.

As the executioner was about to proceed, the young boy raised his
gaze to the heavens and smiled.

The king was surprised and asked, “How can you smile when your life
is about to be taken?”

The boy replied, “Young boys place their hopes upon their parents.
Disputes are resolved by judges. Justice is dispensed by kings. In my case,
my parents have sold my life for a pittance, the judge has passed his
verdict of death and the king sees his pleasure in my suffering. In such a
condition, I see no hope, but in that Being who is Pure and Elevated.”

The king was overcome by the golden words of the young boy, and
with tears is his eyes, he declared, “My death is better than taking the
life of this innocent boy.” He then embraced the boy, kissed his forehead
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and set him free with a handsome reward. Within a week, the king also
recovered fully from his illness.’

A person whose focus is upon the mercy of Alldh 4% finds pleasure and
success in situations which others regard as hopeless.

~

An oppressor always fails because Allah's 3¢ pleasure and mercy
accompanies the oppressed.

o] \‘b’/w \n‘»’ 4
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Trustworthiness of the Highest Order

Moulana Muhammad Munir .#: was one of those fortunate souls who
participated in the wars waged against the British while fighting for
Indian independence. He also served as the fourth principal of Darul
‘Uliim Deoband. His sense of honesty and trustworthiness was absolutely
outstanding. On one occasion Moulana travelled to Delhi in order to
print the annual Madrasah review. Unfortunately, the money which he
had brought with him on behalf of the Madrasah was stolen from him.
Moulana did not inform anybody of the theft. He quietly returned home
and sold one of his private properties. He then took the equivalent amount
that was stolen from him and returned to Delhi to complete the printing.
A few days later, the news somehow leaked out within the Madrasah. A
number of the senior teachers decided to inform Moulana Rashid Ahmad
Gangohl .2 of the matter and requested his verdict. Moulana Gangohi
«#: explained that the money was a trust in the hands of Moulana
Muhammad Munir .#. As he had not displayed any negligence in the
loss thereof, he could not be held accountable. The staff approached

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 261; Gulistan
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Mouland Muhammad Munir .#:. and showed him the verdict of Moulana
Gangoht .4:. They requested him to take back the money he had given
from his side.

Moulana Muhammad Munir .2: read it and remarked, “Has Moulana
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi studied figh and issued this verdict for my sake?
Moulana Gangoht should place his hand upon his heart and ask whether
he would have taken back the money if he had been in a similar situation.
I do not accept the verdict and I will never take back the money that I
have given.”?

Our pious predecessors set an outstanding example of diligence and
trustworthiness in dealing with public funds.

L \1’/@ ‘:.‘»’\zi
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Blinded by Wealth

One day, Shaikh Abul ‘Abbas Al-Mursi .#: set out from Madinah
Munawwarah to visit the grave of Hamzah 4. A stranger noticed the
Shaikh and decided to follow him. As they approached the grave, a
door leading to the enclosure miraculously opened without a key. As
the Shaikh entered, he noticed some people whom he had never seen
before. He realised that these were men from the unseen and seized the
opportunity to make du‘@’ to Allah #5. He asked Allah 4% for forgiveness,
ease and contentment in this world and the Hereafter.

The Shaikh continues, “Out of compassion I requested my companion
to also ask from Allah what his heart desired, as we had found the hour
of acceptance. The man made du'a’ to Alldh to grant him a dinar. As we

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p241
2 In terms of the Shariah, the verdict was correct and it was permissible for Moulana to
take back the money. However, due to his high level of sincerity he refused to accept it.
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returned to Madinah, a man approached us and handed my companion a
dinar. I then proceeded to meet my spiritual mentor, Sayyid Abul Hasan
Ash-Shadhili. Before I could explain what had transpired he said to my
companion, “You were fortunate to have found the hour of acceptance
of du‘as, but all you requested was a dinar! Why did you not request for
forgiveness and contentment like Abul ‘Abbas?™

Prayers and words are an expression of the heart. One whose heart is
inclined towards Allah #£, always remembers the Hereafter, while one
who is attached to the world seeks only its riches.

S8 \;’/m \;.‘»,\:-;
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One Last Business Trip

Shaikh Sa‘'di .%: narrates: I once met a businessman who owned a
hundred and fifty camels and employed forty servants and slaves. One
night, he led me into his small private chamber. He did not sleep the
entire night, nor did he allow me to do so. His discussion revolved around
futile talk concerning his business life, “Such and such of my goods are in
Turkey and part of my wealth is in India. This is the deed of sale for such
and such property of mine. So and so has so much of my wealth in trust,”
he explained.

He then continued with his confused hopes and aspirations, “I want to
travel to Alexandria. The climate is perfect there. But, the only problem
is that the ocean on the Western coast causes floods.”

He continued, “Listen Sa‘di, I also intend embarking on a serious
business trip. If this trip proves a success I will retire and settle down for
the rest of my life.”

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p207; Mirqat
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1 asked, “What business trip is that?”

He continued, “1 hope to travel to Iran and purchase sulphur which I
hope to export to China. I have heard that sulphur will bring me a fortune
in China. From China, I will purchase dinner sets, which I hope to export
to Rome. From Rome, I will export silk to India. From India I will export
iron to Aleppo. From Aleppo, I will export mirrors to Yemen. From Yemen
I will export shawls to Paris. Thereafter, I will quit travelling and settle
down into a shop.”

The businessman continued with his perplexing hopes and ideas at
such length that I did not have the opportunity to utter a single word.
After much frivolous talk, he looked up at me and asked, “Sa'di, why don't
you relate some of your experiences to me?”

I answered, “Did you hear about the wealthy man who fell from his
horse last year? His dying words were, ‘Only contentment or the sand of
the grave can fill the eyes of a person who is infatuated with the riches of
the world. ™

A man who is overcome with greed for worldly riches is neither happy

nor content. His dreams of growing his empire will terminate when he is

put to rest in his grave. Then only will the reality of his folly dawn upon
him.

calhvallae
Mutual Respect

A woman from Delhi had the habit of frequenting the home of her parents.
Her husband, who was not in favour of her leaving his home on a regular

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 2, p206; Gulistdn
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basis, finally issued her a warning, “In future, if you go to your father’s
home, you are divorced from me.”

Soon thereafter, her father passed away and they were left in a
precarious situation. She could neither proceed to the funeral home for
fear of being divorced from her husband, nor could she absent herself
from her father’s funeral.

Her husband presented his case before a leading scholar of the time,
Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .2 . He explained, “If your wife proceeds to her father’s
home, she will certainly be divorced from you.” Upon hearing the answer,
the husband felt totally despondent and began to weep.

Incidentally, Qadhi Thana’ullah Panipati .#:, a student of Shah
‘Abdul ‘Aziz .4, was present and listened to the discussion intently.
After hearing his teacher’s explanation he respectfully said, “Most
honourable teacher, I think that the divorce will not take place, since the
passing away of her father has caused the ownership of the house to be
transferred to his children. Since he no longer owns the house, she will
not be divorced by entering it.”

Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .#: was amazed with the variant opinion of his
student and accepted it with a smile on his face.!

Couples need to be cautious with regard to their choice of words. A few
moments of uncontrolled anger can easily result in a lifetime of regret.

~

Differences amongst intellectuals are natural. When such differences

are based on authentic knowledge, sincere intentions and respectful

presentation they are a source of strength and goodness. However, when

such differences are based on paltry knowledge, insincerity or presented
in an impolite manner, they fuel the fires of enmity and conflict.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 223
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e
Marital Harmony

A scholar who was once delivering a sermon mentioned: “When a person
intends giving Sadaqah, seventy Shayatin' prevent him from doing so by
clamping down on his hands, feet and heart.”

A devotee from amongst the gathering heard these words and
proclaimed, “Today, I will fight and overpower these seventy Shayatin.”
With determination and resolve, he left the Masjid and returned home,
where he began to fill a bag with wheat. As he was about to leave to
distribute it as Sadaqah, his wife realised his intention and caught hold
of him. She began to convince him to abandon the idea, but he refused. A
quarrel ensued between them and she eventually succeeded in snatching
the bag from his hands. The man returned to the Masjid, dejected and
defeated.

As he entered the scholar asked, “What happened?”

He replied, “I defeated the seventy Shayatin quite easily, but their
mother arrived on the scene and defeated me!"?

While the concluding statement of the husband should not be taken too

seriously, the incident is typical of many a home where conflict is the

order of the day. To be successful in any good venture, both the husband

and wife are required to strive in unity and harmony. When either of

them is overpowered by false intentions they become a stumbling block
to progress.

1 Plural of Shaitan.
2 Tafsir Ar-Razi, Vol 1, p 101; Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 142
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A Blessed Death

Shah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Muhaddith Dehlawl .4 narrates: “When 1 resided
in Delhi, I came to know about a female servant who was quite elderly.
She was uneducated with regard to even the basics of Islam, and was
irregular with her Salah due to her old age and weak physical condition.
She, however, commanded the respect of her offspring and her family
members, who saw to her needs with great care and dedication.

When she was on her deathbed, she began muttering some words
in her Eastern Urdu accent, but nobody could understand what she
was trying to convey. A number of the learned and righteous men in
the neighbourhood were called, but none could make any sense of her
utterances. Finally, they called Shah Ahlullah .2, my uncle. After
listening to her, he deciphered the words,

JAYIEY

“Do not fear, nor be sad.”

Shah Ahlullah .#: requested her caretakers, “Enquire why she is
uttering these words.”

After a great deal of effort, she explained that a group of angels
had arrived and were reciting these words, which were now upon her
tongue as well. Shah Ahlullah .4 then asked whether she understood
the meaning of these words.

She replied, “Not really, but I can sense that these are angels that
have come to console me.”

Shah Ahlullah .2 requested, “Enquire from her regarding the action
she had performed on account of which she is being consoled at this
time.”

After some time, she replied, “These men gathered around me are
saying that I do not have any real good deeds to my credit. However,
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one day I went to the market to purchase some melted butter. When 1
returned home I boiled it, and to my surprise, found a rupee in the pot.
My initial reaction was to keep it, as nobody knew about it, but I realised
that Allah was watching me. I returned the rupee to the owner of the
shop. These men are now saying that my action of returning the rupee
was so beloved to Allah that they were sent to me at this critical time of
my demise to give me glad tidings.”

No good deed should be considered insignificant. Allah 4£ often showers
His choicest blessings due to actions which common men regard as
trivial.

P~

The realisation that Allah 4% is All-Knowing is sufficient as a motivation
towards doing good and abstaining from evil.
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The Blessing of an Educated Wife

MuftT ‘Abdul Qayyim .2: was the MuftT of his time when he resided
in Bhopal, India. When dealing with social issues, he was often called
upon to deliver a verdict. At times, he could not arrive at a clear answer
based on the teachings of Islam. Without any hesitation or fear of being
labelled, he would casually say to the disputing parties, “Please bear with
me a minute.” Sometimes, he would openly proclaim, “Wait a moment,
while I seek the opinion of my wife.”

He would then walk into his home and discuss the matter with his
wife, who was the daughter of Shah Ishaq .2, a scholar of high repute.
He would ask her whether she had heard any Hadith from her father

1 Jawahir Pzre, vol 1, p 156
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regarding the matter and what her opinion was. He would then return
and deliver his verdict.!

Fortunate are those couples who are blessed with the opportunity
of jointly serving humanity, due to the knowledge which Allah 4z has
blessed them with.

~

Wise parents invest in the religious and spiritual nurturing of their
offspring.

~

One of the greatest bounties that a man can have is a righteous wife.

szl
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Abstention from Interest

Yazid ibn Harlin .#: was once asked, “When will a Muslim scholar reach
the rank of being able to deliver fatawa (Islamic verdicts)?”

He replied, “When a scholar reaches the rank of Imam Abt Hanifah.”

The questioner was amazed at the answer and asked, “What are you
saying?”

Yazid ibn Haran .4 replied, “I am prepared to take it a step further
and say that Imam Anu Hanifah .2: is the greatest and most righteous
Muslim jurist that I have ever seen. One day, I noticed the Imam sitting
outside the door of a person in the full heat of the sun. I suggested that
sitting in the shade of the wall of the house would be more comforting
for him. He replied, “The owner of this house owes me some money and I,

1

therefore, regard it as improper to benefit from him in any way.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 1, p 177
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In another narration of this incident, Imam Abii Hanifah .2: further
explained, “As the owner is indebted to me, I regard my benefiting from
the shade of his house as makriih (reprehensible). I would not like to
derive any benefit from my creditor.”

Imam Abi Hanifah .2 probably had the following Hadith of Nabi # in
mind:

Ll sy (o r s sed dniin 2 23 JS
“Any such loan which derives some benefit for the lender, is a form
of riba (interest).” (Sunan Al-Bayhagqi).

~

Righteous men of the past detested riba (interest) to the extent that they

would abstain from dealings which had even the slightest possibility of

doubt. A stark contrast indeed to today’s greedy society where interest
transactions are regarded as the norm!
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Winning Hearts

During the Khilafah of ‘Umar <, a man from Syria, who was strong
and firm in stature, used to visit Madinah regularly. After some time,
he stopped and ‘Umar < noticed his absence. Upon enquiry, ‘Umar
was informed that his condition had taken a bad turn as he had become
an alcoholic. ‘Umar £ summoned his scribe and dictated the following
letter:
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“From ‘Umar ibn Khattab to so-and-so person. May peace be upon

you. For your benefit, I praise that Allah, Who is the one and only

deity worthy of worship. He forgives sins, He accepts repentance,

He is severe in punishment and He is All-Powerful. There is no deity
worthy of worship besides Him and to Him is the return.”

‘Umar < then gathered his companions and requested them, “Make du‘@’
for so-and-so person that Allah opens his heart to accept the truth and
that Allah forgives him.”

When the letter reached him, he read it repeatedly, pondering over
its message. He was eventually reduced to tears and committed himself
to abandoning his drinking. Allah 3% granted him the ability to give up
the evil habit for good.

When ‘Umar £ heard the news, he wisely advised his companions,
“This is how you should handle cases of this nature. If you notice a
Muslim brother involved in sin, then rectify and encourage him. Make
du‘@’ to Allah to forgive him. Do not approach him in a manner whereby

171

you become an accomplice of Shaitan.

A golden piece of advice for those involved in propagation and

counselling. The core of a well-balanced invitation to the truth should

consist of encouragement, motivation and genuine concern for the well-
being of people.

1 Tafsir Tbn Kathir, vol 12, p 168; Jawahir Pire, vol 2, p129;
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Conquering Hearts with Good Character

A fire-worshipper owed a sum of money to Imam Abd Hanifah .4:. One
day, Imdm Abii Hanifah .#: decided to request for payment, and set out
to meet him at his home. As he approached the door, he unknowingly
stepped upon some impurity, which stuck to his shoe. In his attempt to
shake it off, a portion of it landed up on the wall of the fire-worshipper’s
home. The Imam now found himself in a dilemma.

“If 1 leave it on the wall, it will result in an unpleasant stain,” he
thought, “and if I scrape it off, the sand will be removed. In either case,
the wall will be damaged.”

Still pondering over his predicament, he knocked on the door and a
servant opened. The Imam advised her to inform her master that he was
waiting at the door. The fire-worshipper arrived and, thinking that the
Imam had come to claim his dues, began to make excuses.

Imam Abili Hanifah .#: immediately stopped him and said, “Never
mind the debt, a matter of greater importance has developed.” He then
explained what had occurred with the wall and asked, “How do we clean
it without damaging it further?”

The fire-worshipper was amazed at the Imam's concern for his well-
being and replied, “Before purifying the wall, I prefer to purify my soul.”
With these words he accepted Islam.!

Seeing to the well-being of others often touches the cords of the heart

and leads to the triumph of truth and goodness. On the other hand, being

oppressive, hurtful or inconsiderate draws the wrath of Allah 3z and the
enmity of man.

1 Tafsir Al-Razi, vol 1, p 241; Jawahir Pare, vol 2, p 232
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Reformatlon of a Murderer

The sage, Khwajah Mu‘Tnuddin ChishtT .4: was a paradigm of forbearance
and compassion. One day, an evil-minded person arrived at the home of
the sage with the intention of killing him. The sage received the news
of the man’s intention, and decided to welcome him with a great deal
of respect and kindness. As the man drew closer the sage received him
warmly and requested him to be seated.

He then calmly said to him, “I know why you have come. You may
proceed with your objective.” When the man heard this, he was totally
overawed and began to shake.

When he had regained his composure he timidly explained, “I was
sent to kill you and have been promised a great reward in this regard.” He
then produced a dagger which he threw down in front of the sage, and
began to weep.

“Take your revenge!” he exclaimed, throwing himself at the feet of
the sage.

Khwajah Mu'tnuddin ChishtT .4: explained, “It is a principle of
the sages that we counter evil with good. When a person harms us, we
display kindness to him. Until now, you have not harmed me in anyway.”
The sage then lifted his hands in du'@’ for the man, who, by this time,
was completely won over. He remained in the service of the sage for a
lengthy period of time. On one of his many Haj trips he passed away and
lies buried in the blessed lands.!

Compassion and good character transforms enemies into friends, whereas
harshness and vulgarity transforms friends into enemies.

1 Jawdhir Pare, vol 2, p 212
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Escapism as a form of Deception

Yazid ibn AbT Habib .4 was a TabiTand one of the three Muftis who were
appointed in Egypt by ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .. On one occasion, he
was ill and the governor of Egypt arrived to pay him a visit. In the course
of their discussions, the governor asked a question, “Is the Salah of such a
person valid, whose clothing is stained by the blood of a mosquito?”

The pious man heard the question and turned his face away in
displeasure. He remained silent for the remainder of the visit. Finally, as
the governor rose to leave, Yazid ibn AbT Habib .2 remarked, “You are
responsible for shedding the blood of so many of your subjects almost
on a daily basis, yet you have the audacity to ask regarding the blood of
a mosquito!™

A common disease of the soul is to escape from the reality of one’s wrongs

by means of disguise or evasion. A true seeker of truth should be brave

enough to acknowledge his weaknesses and rectify them. A coward often

clouds the horizon with superfluous issues. Such a person only deceives

himself by attempting to fool others. No matter how hard he tries, he can
never escape from Allah 3z, the All-Knowing.
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An Amazing Answer

A person once took an oath to perform such an ‘ibadah (form of worship)
which no other person in the entire world could perform at the same

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 2, p 301; Tadhkiratul Huffaz, vol 1, p 130
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time as himself. If he did not succeed in performing such an ‘ibadah, his
wife would be irrevocably divorced from him. The ‘Ulama’ of the time
were presented with the case and requested to provide a solution to his
dilemma. They were all astounded and could not think of any such act of
worship.

When Shaikh ‘Abdul Qadir Jilani .#:, the sage of the age, was
approached he immediately explained, “The Mataf around the Ka'bah
should be vacated and he should be allowed to perform seven Tawafs
individually.”

The ‘Ulama’ were astonished with the answer and agreed that Tawaf
was the only ‘ibadah through which his oath could be fulfilled, since it
may only be performed at one location on earth.”

May Allah 3¢ reward the learned scholars of Islam for their dedication,
sincerity and tremendous service to the Muslim Ummah by providing
amazing and practical solutions to complex issues.

A husband should be cautious of the words that he utters. Words take a
few seconds to utter, but often have far-reaching implications.

ol | $¥a | (e 12
Thought-provoking Words on a Tombstone

Dawiid %2 used to spend a considerable amount of his time in the
mountains where he would make dhikrullah? in abundance. One day,
while walking, he found himself at the mouth of a cave. To his amazement,
he saw an enormous corpse spread out on the floor. Close to the head of

1 Jawihir Pare, vol 3, p 280; Tarikh Da'wato ‘Azimat
2 The remembrance of Allah 3z,
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the corpse, there was a tombstone with the words: “My name is King
Waisam. I ruled for one thousand years, during which period I conquered
one thousand cities. | defeated one thousand armies and married one
thousand princesses. Despite all my accomplishments, my end result
is before you. Sand is my covering and a stone is my pillow. Now that
you have seen my condition, ensure that the life of this world does not
deceive you.”

The intelligent ones do not squander their time and efforts in the quest
of power, riches and worldly pleasures.
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The Eid of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .4

Ramadhin was almost over and the streets of Damascus were buzzing
with a sense of happiness in preparation for the day of Eid, which was
only a few days away. The days were hot, but the bazars were crammed
with delicacies and people. Men, women and children, mostly from the
wealthier families, filled the market place anxiously searching for the
best deals on offer. A few streets away, the son of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz
44, the Khalif of the time, ran into his home crying. The boy’s mother
instinctively picked him up in her arms and wiped away his tears.

“Why are you crying my dear? Did anybody say something to hurt
you?” she asked. But the boy’s sobbing only increased.

Again she tried, “I told you not to fast because of the heat. Many boys
who are older than you are not fasting. Why do you try to fast when you
are so young? I am sure that the heat has drained you, and you are crying
out of thirst?”

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 3, p 114; Al-Kanzul Madfiin
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Between his sobs, the boy explained, “Mother, 1 promise you in Allah’s
name that I am not thirsty, nor has the fast weakened me.”

“Then why are you crying?” she asked and continued, “Eid is only a
few days away. You should be looking forward to attending the Eidgah
with your father. You know that Eid is a day of joy.”

“But,” the boy explained, “this is the reason why I am crying. I know
about Eid. All my friends, whose father’s are courtiers and ministers of
my father, will be present at the Eidgah, dressed in new clothing.”

His mother replied, “You do not need to worry, as I will wash your old
clothing with my own hands.”

The boy continued, “But, mother, all my friends have bought fine new
clothes and 1 am feeling shy about my old clothes. I do not want to go to
the Eidgah.” With these words the boy again burst into tears. His mother
understood her son’s request and felt sorry for him. “I will try my best,
my dear. Why don’t you sleep for a while,” she consoled him.

Shortly thereafter, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz 4., returned home having
completed his administrative duties of the Khilafah. As he was about to
lie down for a nap, his wife approached him, “Amirul Mu'minin, may my
life be sacrificed for you. Eid is approaching and our son is anxious to
have a new set of clothing. He arrived home crying about it, and I advised
him to sleep for a while.”

The Khalif lowered his head and said, “You are well aware that I only
receive a monthly salary of a hundred dirhams. With this we purchase
our food and pay for the services of a servant. We barely succeed in
coming out every month. Rarely do we consider purchasing clothing
because the salary is just sufficient for our basic expenses. As far as the
public treasury is concerned, the money rightfully belongs to the poor,
destitute, orphans and widows. I am only a custodian who has been
entrusted to distribute it to the deserving ones. To even think of utilising
this wealth is a sin.”

“I agree fully, my beloved husband, but the boy does not understand
why he has to dress in old clothing while his friends have the best. He
has been so deeply saddened by this that you can still notice the stains of
tears on his cheeks.”
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The husband advised, “Fatimah, if you have any personal goods of
value, perhaps you should sell them and please him by using the proceeds
to purchase a new set of clothing for him.”

She answered, “Amirul Mu'minin, you have already placed all my
jewellery in the public treasury. You even placed the valuable necklace
given to me by my father in the public treasury. Besides the love and
obedience I have in my heart for you, I have nothing left.”

‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz .4 again lowered his head and began to ponder
deeply. He began to reflect about his past, his childhood, his youth and
the luxuries he enjoyed while growing up. He recalled those days when
he would not wear an outfit more than once. He recounted the times
when the streets where he walked would be perfumed for hours with the
scent he wore. He possessed numerous sets of clothing which would lay
untouched in his closet. The memories brought tears to his eyes. His wife
was saddened at his condition and began to apologise, but he said to her,
“Don’t worry, Fatimah, I was just recalling the days of my youth.”

He then wrote a letter and handed it over to his servant, saying, “Take
this to the officer in charge of the public treasury. Take extreme care of
whatever he gives you and bring it to me.” In the letter he requested that
he be given a month’s salary in advance. The servant left, but returned a
few moments later empty-handed. The servant handed a letter from the
treasurer to the Khalif. It read: “O Khalif of the Muslims, I can fulfil your
request with ease, but are you certain that you will live for a month? If
not, then why are you taking the rights of the poor, the orphans and the
widows onto your shoulders?”

The Khalif read the letter and with tears in his eyes, remarked, “My
honourable treasurer, you have surely saved me from a calamity.”

The day of Eid arrived and the streets and homes of Damascus were
buzzing with joy. People proceeded to the Eidgah dressed in their newly
purchased outfits. ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz . also set out holding the
hand of his son. Each of them wore an old set of clothing which had been
carefully washed. The young boy’s face shone brightly, as he walked
alongside his father, convinced that the eternal pleasures and comforts
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of Jannah are far superior to the temporary beauty and adornment of
this world.!

Our righteous and pious predecessors chose the path of simplicity for
themselves and their families, despite the many painful sacrifices they
had to endure.
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Defending a Woman'’s Honour

‘Umiiriyyah was the most fortified city of the Roman Empire and the
powers of the day were unsuccessful in conquering it. The Muslim Khalif,
Mu'tasim Billah, was one day sitting amongst his courtiers and ministers
discussing various issues, when a man briskly walked into the assembly,
He explained that he had just returned from Rome, and the Khalif
questioned him about prevailing conditions over there.,

He explained, “I cannot report anything out of the ordinary, except one
nasty scene which I witnessed one particular day. I was walking through
the bazars of ‘Umiiriyyah when I noticed an Arab female purchasing an
item from a local trader. Unfortunately, the deal turned sour and they
began arguing. Finally, the trader slapped the woman forcefully, breaking
a number of her teeth. Instinctively the woman cried out,

ol‘..a.‘:.n.nu

“0 Mu'tasim! Help me!”

The man mockingly remarked, “Do you ever think that your Khalif
can assist you here?”

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 3, p 147
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This was the only unfortunate incident I witnessed during my stay in
the Roman lands.”

After hearing the incident, Mu‘tasim was overcome with rage. His
eyes reddened, as he stood up and proclaimed,
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“0 Muslim woman, I will come to your aid.”

Without any further delay, he set out with his army. Upon reaching
‘Umiiriyyah, he launched an attack on the city and conquered it. He then
had the guilty person arrested and the Muslim woman was afforded the
opportunity to regain her honour.”

Muslim leaders of the past would prepare armies to defend the honour
of a single woman. Nowadays, many Muslim leaders have been blinded
by superficial power and wealth and choose to ignore the cries of
countless oppressed Muslim women and children.

Generosity of the Highest Order

Imam Hasan, Imam Husain and ‘Abdullah ibn Ja'far 4 were proceeding
for Haj when the camel on which their provisions were loaded suddenly
ran off. They continued walking in a state of hunger and weakness.
Fortunately, they stumbled upon a tent, occupied by an old woman. They
enquired whether she could oblige with some drinking water or milk, to
which she replied in the affirmative.

1 Jawihir Pare, vol 3, p 152
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After they had dismounted from their camels, she pointed to a lean
goat, saying, “You may milk the goat and drink therefrom.” After doing
so, they asked if she had any food from which they could partake.

She replied, “Yes, this very goat. One of you may slaughter it and I
will cook it for you.” They complied with her offer and ate the meal she
laid out before them.

As evening drew closer, they addressed her again, “We are from the
family of Hashim and we are proceeding for Haj. If Allah returns us safely
to our homes in Madinah after Haj, we invite you to pay us a visit. We
would like to recompense you for your generosity and kindness upon us.”
With these words they proceeded on their way.

That night, the old woman’s husband returned home and she
explained her encounter with the three men.

But, her husband reprimanded her angrily, “How could you sacrifice
our goat for a group of strangers? You have no idea who they really
were.”

She explained that they were from the noble Arab family of Hashim.
The husband was not satisfied with her answer, but did not pursue the
matter further.

As the days passed, their condition deteriorated and the couple was
compelled to come to Madinah, where they could seek employment.
During the day, the woman would walk the streets to gather camel
droppings and later sell them as fertilizer. One day, as she was doing her
rounds, she passed by the home of Hasan 4 who immediately recognised
her. He quickly called his servant and instructed him to call her.

When she arrived, Hasan # asked, “O servant of Allah, do you
recognise me?”

She replied, “No.”

He continued, “I was one of those guests to whom you had shown
kindness by serving milk and cooking the meat of a goat.” '

The old woman could not believe this and asked, “Are you really the
same person?”
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He replied, “Yes, | am.” He then instructed his servants to purchase
a thousand goats and handed them over to her. He then gave her an
additional thousand dinars in cash. He also instructed his servant to
direct her to the home of his younger brother, Husain <.

When she arrived there, Husain 4 asked her how his brother, Hasan
4, had compensated her.

She replied, “A thousand goats and a thousand dinars in cash.”

Husain « similarly compensated her with a thousand goats and a
thousand dinars and directed her to the home of ‘Abdulldh ibn Ja'far <.
He also asked her how the two brothers had compensated her, and then
gave her two thousand goats and two thousand dinars. He explained
further, “Had you come to me first, I would have given you even more.”

She returned to her husband with her four thousand goats and four
thousand dinars and remarked, “This is the compensation I have received

17

for our lean goat.

The intelligent are extremely generous in repaying a kind gesture.
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A Fortunate Mother
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Lubabah .4, gave birth to six sons while married to ‘Abbas . Their names
were Fadl, ‘Abdullah, ‘Ubaidullah, Quthm, ‘Abdur Rahman and Ma'bad 4.
In addition to the fact that they were all Sahabah, they all passed away
in remote lands. Fadl passed away in the lands of Sham. The narrations
vary regarding his exact cause of death. Some say that he was martyred
during battle, while others opine that he was caught in a plague. ‘Abdullah
passed away in T#'if around the year 70 Hijri. ‘Ubaidullah, according to

1 Jawahir Pare; vol 3, p 189; Thya 'Uliimuddin
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the majority of historians, passed away in Madinah during the Khilafah
of Yazid. Quthm passed away in Samargand, during the Khilafah of
Mu‘awiyah «# while travelling with Sa‘ld ibn ‘Uthman <. His grave in
current day Uzbekistan is known as Shahe Zinda. ‘Abdur Rahman and
Ma'bad were martyred during the Khilafah of ‘Uthman < while in Africa.
They were in the army of ‘Abdullah ibn Sa'd ibn Abi Sarh and were buried
in Tunis in the year 26 Hijri.!

A mother who is focussed on earning the pleasure of Allah 4z, raises her
sons to serve the religion of Islam.
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Sadagah Eradicates Disease

A water-well

A person once approached the distinguished scholar of Hadith, ‘Abdullah
ibn Mubarak .#: and said, “I have a boil on my knee for the last seven
years. I tried numerous medications and consulted several doctors, but
have had no success.”

‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak .2: advised, “Search for acommunity wherein
the inhabitants are in need of water and have a water-well dug there. 1
have faith that, as the water begins to gush forth from that land, your
wound will heal.” The man did as he had been advised, and was cured
through the grace of Allah 4.

1 Jawahir Pare, vol 2, p 256
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A pond

Imam Baihaql .#: narrates that his teacher, Imam Abd ‘Abdullah Hakim
44z, was once afflicted with a severe rash of pimples on his face. He tried
various forms of treatment, but none brought any relief.

After a year had elapsed, he requested Imam Abii ‘Uthman As-
§abinT .., “Please make du‘a’ for my cure during your Friday teaching
session.” The request was fulfilled and that Friday the Imam, together
with his students, sincerely focussed their attention towards Allah 4% and
beseeched Him to cure the Imam.

The next Friday, an elderly woman approached the gathering of Imam
Abii ‘Uthman .#: and handed him a letter which read, “Last Friday, I
heard the du‘a’ you had made for Imam Aba ‘Abdullah Hakim. When I
returned home, I too begged Allah to cure him. That night, I saw Nabi %
in a dream, saying to me, “Advise Abi ‘Abdullah to provide water for the
benefit of the Muslims.”

The Imam took the letter and presented it to Abii ‘Abdulldh. Upon
reading through it, he immediately instructed that a pond be constructed
in front of his home. This was done, and ice was placed in the water to
cool it. People then began to drink therefrom.

Imam BaihaqT .#:, continues, “Within a week, the signs of acceptance
were already visible on his face. The pimples soon vanished and he was
completely cured.”

Sadaqgah eradicates illnesses and calamities.

In a Hadith, Nabi # also advised, “Protect your wealth with Zakat, cure

=

your sick with Sadaqgah and avert calamities with du‘a’.

1 Majma‘uz Zawa'id, Jawahir Pare, vol 2, pg 28; At-Targhib Wat-Tarhib
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A Khatib Admomshes a Khalif

he Khalif of Andalus, An-Nasir, was extremely fond of fine buildings

and architecture. In this regard, he would spend much time in

acquiring the latest knowledge and skills from other areas. He
would spare no effort in seeking the means to immortalise his kingdom
and prestige. His preoccupation with this led him to build the famous
Madinatuz Zahra'. His strength and energy were totally exhausted in
its decoration and perfection. He became so engrossed, that he failed
to attend three successive Jumu‘ah (Friday) prayers at the Jami Masjid.
Qadhi Mundhir ibn Sa‘ld .2k, the khatib, decided to admonish him so that
he would repent from his ways. He began his sermon by quoting a verse
from the Qur’an,
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“Do you build high palaces in vanity. And do you acquire for
yourselves fine buildings in the hope of living therein forever? And
if you seize by force, do you seize as tyrants? So fear Allah, and obey
me. And fear Him Who has aided you with all that you know. He has
aided you with cattle, sons, gardens and springs. Verily, I fear for
you the punishment of a Great Day. They said: ‘It is the same to us
whether you preach or not. ” (Siirah Ash-Shua'ra’, verse 128-136)

He then recited another verse of the Qur'an,

1 A person who delivers the Jumua'h sermon.
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“Say: The enjoyment of the world is little. The Hereafter is better for
one who fears Allah.” (Siirah An-Nisa’, verse 77)

He then continued to explain that the life of the Hereafter was one
of permanence and genuine rewards. Eloquently, but frankly, he rebuked
those who focussed all their attention on the construction of elaborate
buildings. He cautioned against becoming engrossed in decorating them
and squandering vast sums of money on them. He continued in this vein
and substantiated his advices with verses from the Qur'an,
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“Is he who has laid the foundation of his building upon piety to
Allah and His pleasure better, or he who has laid the foundation of
his building on the brink of a precipice ready to crumble, so that it
crumbled with him into the Fire of Hell! And Allah does not guide
those who do wrong.” (Siirah At-Tawbah, verse 109)

The Qadhi warned about the suddenness of death and invited his
audience towards abstinence from this fleeting world. He encouraged
them to curtail and limit their attachment to the world and avoid fulfilling
their lusts and desires. With each of these thoughts, he recited the
appropriate verse from the Qur’an and mentioned a Hadith of Nabi #. His
words had a tremendous impact upon the audience. Many acknowledged
their wrongs, shed tears, prayed, submitted and repented to Allah 3. The
Khalif was most affected. He realised that the words of the sermon were
directed at him. He cried out of remorse for his past deficiencies and
sought Allah’s 3% protection from His wrath. This was despite his dislike
for Mundhir’s direct approach.

After Mundhir .2 had departed, he complained to his son, Al-
Hakam, “Mundhir directed his sermon to me specifically. He exceeded the
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bounds in his criticism of me. In advising me, he did not choose his words
wisely. He violently shook my heart and it was as if he was prepared to
strike me with his staff.” Burning with rage, he promised that in future,
he would perform Salah behind Ahmad ibn Mutarraf in Qurtuba instead
of Mundhir.

Al-Hakam asked, “If you dislike him, why do you not replace him with
another Imam to lead the Salah?”

Upon this, An-Nasir rebuked and reprimanded Al-Hakam, saying,
“Can any person equal Mundhir ibn Sa‘'ld in piety and knowledge? Should
he be removed for the pleasure of one who is diverted from the truth?
This should never happen. I would be ashamed to face Allah 3z and have a
person besides the righteous and truthful Mundhir as a mediator between
me and Him in Jumu‘ah Salah. However, he has put me through difficulty
and I have unfortunately taken an oath. I wish I had the ability to atone
for my oath. We can never replace him and he will continue leading the
Salah, if Allah 35 wills.”

Al-Hakam later apologised for his statement against Mundhir, saying,
“0 Amirul-Mu’minin, he is a righteous man. He desired only good through
his sermon.™

Foolish are those who focus all their efforts on constructing mansions and
palaces in this temporary life. Wise are those who focus their attention
towards the eternal life of the Hereafter.

~

Muslim scholars and Imams are fully entitled to speak out against the
evils of their rulers and should do so fearlessly when the need arises.

1 Nafthut Tib Min Ghusnil Andalus Ar-Ratib, p 570
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A Strange Thief

Ibn Majishiin .#: was a distinguished scholar of the Maliki school of
thought. One day, a friend of his came to visit and explained, “Today I had
a unique encounter. I was walking towards my orchard when a stranger
suddenly confronted me, demanding, “Remove your clothing!”

I enquired, “Why?”

He replied, “Because 1 am your brother and do not have any
clothing.”

I asked in astonishment, “What type of a brother makes a demand of
this nature?”

He replied, “You wore these clothes for a predestined period of time.
Now it is my turn to wear them.”

I then asked, “Do you want me to remove these clothes and become
naked?”

He replied, “I have heard a Hadith narrated by Imam Malik .4 that
performing ghusl (regulatory bath) whilst in the nude is permissible, and
you are proceeding to perform ghusl.”

1 asked, “But are you also requesting me to be naked in public?”

He replied, “This is a secluded place. Had I known that people would
be passing by, I would not have made such a request.”

I requested, “At least allow me to reach my orchard. From there I will
send these clothes to you after removing them.”

He replied, “Never! Once you reach your orchard, I suspect that you
will send your servants to capture me."

I assured him, “No, I promise that I will not do so.”

He continued, “I know that a promise made to a thief is null and
void.”

I pleaded, “I take an oath that I will send them to you willingly.”

He waited a while and then answered, “I reflected upon the lives
of all the thieves since the era of Nabi #, but I could not recall any of
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them dealing with their victims on credit. I, therefore, do not desire to
introduce such a bid‘ah (innovation).”

His explanation left me speechless. | removed my clothing and handed
it over to him.™

When a man is blinded by sin, he will resort to the most ridiculous
explanations and proofs to justify his wrongs.

~

Incorrect or partial understanding of Islamic teachings is harmful.

’/ {ua’
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From a Criminal to a Saint

Baghdad was the capital of the world in terms of knowledge and
civilization around the fourth century after Hijrah. However, as history
has repeatedly illustrated, uncontrolled progress in the material world
often brings along with it a host of social and moral problems. Luxuries
and wealth attracted the criminal element and resulted in an increase
in theft, looting and highway robberies. Just as Baghdad was famously
associated with saints like Junaid Baghdadr .2, it also produced the likes
of notorious criminals like Ibn Sabat. Ibn Sabat was known as the kingpin
of crime in Baghdad and feared by many.

Little is known about his youth. He was initially arrested for theft
at the age of fifteen for stealing from a bakery. Investigations revealed
that he was not from Baghdad. He was born in a city called Das. While on
a journey to Baghdad, both his parents passed away. He was brought to
Baghdad by a caravan and unfortunately, got caught up with the wrong
crowd. For his first offence, he was given a moderate punishment and

1 Kitabo Ki Darasgah Me, p 79
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released. Unfortunately, he returned to a life of crime and, with time, he
became bolder and more ferocious in his attacks.

Soon the magnitude and brutality of his crimes worsened and he
turned towards larger businesses, wealthier households, gold and
jewellery. He became a leader of a criminal syndicate which began to
attack and rob at will. Highway robberies, house and farm burglaries and
even attacks upon state institutions were carried out with meticulous
detail and precision. The inhabitants were completely stunned with his
ingenuity.

But, Ibn Sabat was fortunately apprehended. One day, he was the last
of the group to escape. The police arrived in time to arrest him. He was
caught in the act and was handed the death sentence. But, his horrid
occupation had robbed him of all honesty and shame. When he realised
that his end was close, he resorted to a deceptive scheme. He suggested
to the state that if they spared his life, he would lead the police to all the
criminals he knew and have them arrested. They agreed. He was saved, but
over a hundred from his own syndicate were arrested and killed. Curses
could be heard emanating from the lips of each of his accomplices as they
were killed. Now, he had proved that he was a violent criminal who was
even prepared to betray his very own. He completed a jail sentence of ten
years and was released.

Baghdad was silent one dark night as the inhabitants were all asleep.
Suddenly, out of the darkness, there was a movement. A man began to
walk from one gully to the next. He finally stood before a house and
looked up into the night sky. A significant part of the night had already
passed, and he wondered how long he would still have to search. This was
the same Ibn Sabat, who resumed his criminal activities on the first night
after his release. Carefully, he surveyed the situation. He noticed a large
wall with a gate.

“This house is probably inhabited by a wealthy person,” he thought
to himself and stepped forward. He tried the handle of the gate and
amazingly found that it was open. In a second he opened it and stepped
in. As he approached the porch, he noticed an open space in the middle
with small rooms all around. One room appeared larger than the rest, and
he walked towards it. Amazingly, this door was also left unlocked, almost
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as if a visitor was being anticipated. He opened it and stepped in. Here he
found himself in a fairly large hall. His eyes did a quick visual inspection
of the room to determine if there were any contents of value. He noticed
a mat made of date palm leaves at one end and a pillow made of leather
lying at the other. In a corner, a number of shawls made of coarse clothing
lay scattered. Close by, lay a few topis (hats) made of wool.

He thought to himself, “This is my first night out, and I have come to
a place where there is nothing of real value. How foolish is the inhabitant
and trader that resides in this house! Does he not know how to conduct a
business? He has such a mansion, but has nothing of real value therein!”
He began to curse and abuse the owner in his mind, realising that the
only items he could take were the shawls, even though they were of little
value. In addition, they were heavy-and he had only one hand to gather
and carry them. He picked up one of the shawls and deliberated over
its weight and the effort required in carrying it. “These shawls should
rightfully be carried upon the backs of mules,” he thought.

But, the night was almost over and he could not consider the idea of
breaking into another home. He had no time to waste and decided to take
whatever he could. He laid out one of the shawls and placed therein as
many as he could carry. Now, he ran into another problem. The material
was coarse and thick and he found it difficult to tie it up into a bundle
with his single hand. He tried using his foot and then his teeth, but his
efforts were in vain. The darkness of the room added to his problems.
Soon he was exhausted and frustrated by his inability and misfortune.

All of sudden, he heard the noise of a person walking softly. For a
while, it was quiet, and then he became conscious of a person standing at
the door of the room. Ibn Sabat quickly sat up. Almost in an instant, the
door opened and a man stood before him. In his hand he held a lantern
which illuminated every corner of the room. The man was dressed in a
long robe which was tied around his waist with a cloth. On his head he
wore a long black hat. He was very lean and thin and appeared slightly
hunched, as he stood. Despite his stature, Ibn Sabat noticed that his face
showed no sign of suffering. Instead, it displayed clear signs of serenity,
perseverance and a beauty which he could not explain. The man gazed

118



PEARLS FROM THE PATH

at Ibn Sabat for a few moments, and then stepped forward with a slight
smile on his face, almost as if he had understood the situation.

After a few more moments, he quietly said, “My friend, what you are
attempting to do cannot be done easily without any light. I am here to
help and we can gather these items easily together.” As he was about to
bend he suddenly stopped and said, “I notice that you are tired. Your
forehead is dripping with perspiration. The room is hot and dark. How
difficult it must be for you to earn your sustenance in this manner. Here,
I am laying down this mat and the pillow against the wall. Relax a bit,
while I complete your work.” With these words, he gently placed his hand
on the shoulder of Ibn Sabat and motioned him to sit down. He untied a
handkerchief from his waist, and wiped away the perspiration from the
brow of Ibn Sabat, who noticed his eyes shining with fatherly love.

The events had unfolded so rapidly that Ibn Sabat did not have the
chance to reflect on what was transpiring. He sat down on the mat, totally
surprised and confused. He began to observe the old man as he opened
the loosely-tied bundle. He spread out two of the shawls on the ground
and began placing the others onto them. He then closed them up and tied
each one in the form of a bag. All of this was done with total serenity and
ease. For a while, the man stood still as if he had remembered something.
He stood up, removed his own shawl and placed it with the others in the
bundle. He then approached Ibn Sabat and said, “My friend, I notice from
your face that you are not only tired but also hungry. If you can wait a few
moments before leaving, I will bring you some milk to drink.” His smile
was powerful enough to melt the hardest of hearts and before Ibn Sabat
could reply, the man left the room.

Ibn Sabat found himself alone, but could not gather the strength to
rise to his feet. The conduct of the strange man had not frightened him,
but he was surprised. His presence and awe had filled the space and time
leaving Ibn Sabat without a moment to reflect. Now that he was alone,
the reality of the situation slowly began to dawn upon him. Never before
had he experienced such uncertainty. Questions began to enter his mind:
“What is going on here? Who is this man? Surely he could not be the
owner of the house as thieves are not accustomed to receiving such a
warm reception from owners. But who was he, then?” ‘
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Suddenly, a new thought dawned upon him. “How foolish I have been!
The matter is as clear as daylight,” he thought. “This is another thief.
Perchance we both chose the same location. He is probably from the
area and knows that the house was going to be empty for the night. He,
therefore, arrived with a lantern and is going about his work completely
relaxed. He will in all probability divide the loot between us.”

The opening of the door brought his thoughts to a halt. Again, the man
appeared, holding a large wooden cup in his hands. “I have brought you
some milk. Drink it! It will be beneficial for your hunger and thirst.” He
placed the cup in the hand of Ibn Sabat, who drank it in a single gulp.

Now, Ibn Sabat spoke up firmly, “Look! I was here before you and
according to our principles, I deserve to take all of this. However, I am
prepared to share it with you, but remember that your share will be less
than mine.”

The stranger did not reply. He only smiled. Thinking that he was
unhappy with the suggestion, Ibn Sabat stood up angrily and screamed,
“You fool! Why don’t you answer me? Do you think that you can fool me
with a glass of milk and a few kind words? Do you know who I am? You
can never fool me! I have fooled the entire world. Speak! Are you happy
with my suggestion or not? If not, then...”

The stranger’s lips began to move, but the smile was still on his face,
“My dear friend! There is no need to get upset? Let us complete the job
before us. You carry the smaller bundle as you have only one hand. 1 will
take the larger one. Regarding the matter which has upset you, I do not
want to discuss it now. As you have indicated that you wish to work with
- me, I too would like to work with you.”
 “Fine, if you agree with me then we can proceed. At this moment,
you do not know who I am, but remember that you will not find a better
supervisor than myself,” Ibn Sabat exclaimed, and assisted the stranger
to place the heavy bundle on his back.

Despite Ibn Sabat’s displeasure at the stranger’s boldness, he could
not hold back his amazement, “You appear to be quite lean, but you
display amazing strength in carrying a load!”

But within, he thought, “His physical strength does not match his
intelligence. How foolish of him to carry my share which is the heavier of
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the two. If I did not run into a fool like this, 1 would have had to suffice on
only two shawls for the night.”

Ibn Sabat picked up his small bundle and they left the house. The
stranger’s back was now totally bent due to the weight of the load. Ibn
Sabat was in a hurry and insisted that they quicken the pace. The man
tried his best to follow the order, but the weight subdued him. The shawls
were just too heavy. More than once, did the stranger stumble and almost
fall over, but he continued walking without a word.

But, Ibn Sabat was not contented. As his command to increase the
pace bore no fruit, he resorted to verbal abuse. They arrived at a bridge
which began with an incline. The stranger could not handle the slope and
fell to the ground. As he tried to stand up, Ibn Sabat rushed to his side
and kicked him violently, screaming, “You dog! If you cannot carry the
load, why did you bring it?”

The stranger stood up gasping for breath. Instead of anger or
displeasure, his face displayed signs of embarrassment. He quickly picked
up the bundle and began walking. Now, they had reached the outskirts of
the city, which were largely deserted. They arrived at a dilapidated house
and Ibn Sabat instructed, “Leave the bundle here!” He jumped through
an opening and ordered the stranger to throw. in the two bundles. The
stranger then entered. They proceeded into an underground room which
Ibn Sabat had settled into since his release from prison. They were silent
for a while and then Ibn Sabit took a step towards the stranger. The night
had almost passed and the first of the morning light began to penetrate
into the enclosure. Now Ibn Sabat could see the stranger properly. He
had a broad smile on his face. He had not spoken for two hours and now
explained, “I have completed my services and would like to return. [ am
sincerely embarrassed about my incompetence and the inconvenience
that I have caused you. I apologise for this and hope that you will forgive
me. In this world, forgiveness of each other’s shortcomings for the sake
of Allah should take priority over other matters. Before I leave you, I need
to tell you one thing. I am not whom you suspect I am. I am the owner
of the house where we had met and you chose my company. Every night
I spend some time in that particular room where I found you. You were
an honoured guest in my home and I am sorry that I could not serve you
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better. You know where I reside and you should feel free to come to me
if you require any further assistance. May the peace of Allah be upon
you and may you be showered with His blessings!” With these words, he
shook Ibn Sabat’s hand and left.

Ibn Sabat was now in a world of his own - a world of total amazement
and confusion. As he looked at the stranger walking away, he did not know
how to react. Meanwhile, the streets of Baghdad were filled with people,
proceeding for Fajr. Soon thereafter, the day’s activities commenced with
labourers and businessmen proceeding to work. But Ibn Sabat remained
seated where he was. His gaze was fixed on the two bundles before him,
as if he was searching for his strange companion within them.

Hours passed by, but Ibn Sabat remained motionless, deep in thought.
He did not realise his hunger. His fear of daylight left him. All he could
think of, was the strange man whom he had met the previous night. His
life had only been one of evil, lies, murder, theft and deception. This was
the first time he had ever experienced love, mercy, kindness and sacrifice.
His life had been one of worldly attachment, but now he realised that
there was another realm in which this world faded into oblivion. Now,
the veils were removed and his eyes were opened to the reality of life. He
could not fathom how a man could assist others in such a kind manner,
without expecting a reward for his efforts.

He repeatedly thought to himself: “This was not a thief like me. He
was the owner of the house! Rather than arrest me and have me punished,
how did he deal with me?” He went through the incident in his mind over
and over, pondering over the strange man’s manner and words. As he
recalled them each time, they pierced his heart and soul.

“I went as a thief to steal his wealth. I considered him to be a thief. I
swore at him. I forced him to the ground and hurt him. But how did he
respond to me?”

The sun was now setting and the sound of the Maghrib Adhan could
be heard from the Mas3jid minarets of Baghdad. Ibn Sabit rose, wore his
shawl and walked out into the street. The fear that had previously filled
his heart, had now given way for another emotion. He walked towards
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the house where he had been the previous night. It did not take him very
long to find it. Close by, he noticed a small house which belonged to a
woodcutter. He approached the man and asked, “Which trader resides in
this house opposite the road?”

The woodcutter asked in surprise, “Trader? I can see that you are not
from the area. This is not a trader’s dwelling. Shaikh Junaid Baghdadi
resides here.”

Ibn Sabat had heard the name, but was not well-acquainted with the
personality. He walked to the door, which was open like before. As he
peeped in, he noticed the straw mat, the pillow and thirty to forty people
sitting around a man. This was Shaikh Junaid Baghdadi! At that moment,
the Adhan for Tsha’ went off and the people rose to prepare for Salh.
The Shaikh rose, and as he reached the door, Ibn Sabat fell to his feet in
humility and repentance. The Shaikh raised him to his feet and looked
at him. Ibn Sabat’s eyes flowed with tears but his lips were motionless.
There was no need for speech now. When the eyes of the heart are opened
then the tongue does not need to speak.

Soon Ahmad ibn Sabat joined the company and lessons of Shaikh
Junaid Baghdadi .#: and was transformed into a saint of Allah 4&.!

A few moments of love and kindness can convert a hardened criminal
into a saint.

o Lt‘t (e

A Deceitful Thief Meets His Match

Abii Ja'far Muhammad ibn al-Fadl as-SamirT narrates: “A pious old woman
used to live in our village. She would fast excessively and perform Nafl

1 Kitabo Ki Darasgah Me, p198
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salah in abundance. Unfortunately, she had a son who earned a living by
dealing in interest and was heavily involved in gambling and consuming
liquor. By day, he would attend to his business and around evening time,
he would return home and hand over the money he had earned, to his
mother for safekeeping. His nights were spent in sin and vain pleasures.

One day, a thief decided to steal his money. He quietly followed him
home and entered the house without difficulty. He then concealed himself
and waited. The young man handed the bag of money to his mother and
left the house. She placed it in a particular room, wherein all their other
valuables were also kept. The room was reinforced with solid timber
walls and the door was made of iron. She then sat down in the same room
and partook of her meal after the day’s fast. The thief thought to himself
that she would soon lock up the room and retire for the night and he
could then emerge from his hiding place, open the door and take the bag.
To his dismay, she remained where she was and began to perform $alah.
She prolonged the Salah to such an extent that half the night passed. The
thief was agitated and soon began fearing that she would continue her
worship till daybreak. He quietly began searching the house and soon
laid his hands upon a cloth and a string. He tied the cloth around his
waist and lowered himself down a stepladder. From there, he called out
in a loud tone in order to frighten the old woman. But, she was wise and
immediately realised he was a thief.

Giving the impression that she was afraid she asked in a nervous
voice, “Who are you?”

The thief answered, “I am Jibra'il. I have been sent by the Lord of the
worlds to guide your son. I have been instructed to advise him so that he
abandons his sinful ways.”

In an uneasy tone the old woman requested, “Jibra’l, I beg you to be
kind to him as he is my only son.”

The thief replied, “I have not been sent to take his life.”

“But why have you been sent then?” she asked.
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“I have been instructed to take away his bag of money so that he
is grieved by the loss. He will then repent and I will then return his
money.”

The old woman continued, “Fine, you may proceed with your order.”

He then requested, “Please step aside from that door.” She complied.

He then entered the room and began gathering all the valuables.
The old woman quietly shut the door, and tied the lock, trapping him
in the room. The thief realised that he was now in a predicament and
desperately began searching for an opening to exit from the room, but
there was none.

Frantically, he cried out, “You may now open the door as your son has
accepted my advice.”

The old woman replied, “Jibra’il, 1 am afraid that your celestial beauty
will blind my eyesight.”

“I will extinguish my celestial beauty so that it does not harm you,”
he tried to reassure her.

But she persisted, “Jibra’ll, what prevents you from exiting through
the roof or flying over the walls with the aid of your wings? In this way,
my eyesight will not be threatened.”

Now, the thief realised that he was dealing with a wise old woman. He
endeavoured to soften her by apologising and repenting, but she ignored
him.

“You will have to remain in the room until morning,” she exclaimed
and resumed her Salah. He continued pleading until sunrise when her
son returned. She related to him what had happened. He summoned the
police who promptly arrived and arrested him.!

Those who are gullible often fall prey to fraudsters, but not those who
are equipped with knowledge and wisdom.

1 Latd@'ife Tlmiyyah, p306
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Appreciating Good Character

Al-Hasan ibn Isma‘l was once seated with his companions, discussing
the qualities and noble character of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal .. He
explained, “I heard my father saying that over five thousand people
would frequent the discourses of the Imam. From them, only about five
hundred would come to record the Ahadith he narrated. The remainder
would come to learn his excellent conduct and noble character.”

Abii Bakr ibn al-MuttawwiT also corroborated this by stating, “I
attended the gatherings of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal .4 for twelve years,
while he taught the Musnad to his offspring. I did not write a single
Hadith. I would only watch his conduct, character and demeanour.™

ol
G

A true scholar teaches by his conduct and actions, not only his words.

A
Suspicion

Hasan Basri .#: once noticed a slave with a woman near the banks of
the River Tigris. In his hand, the slave held a bottle from which he was
drinking. The saint thought to himself, “I regard myself as a sinner, but I
am superior to this slave.”

As he looked on, a boat with seven men on board began to sink in the
river. The slave instantly jumped into the water and saved six of them.
He then turned to the saint and remarked, “I have saved six of the seven,

1 100 Qissah wa Qissah Min Hayat al-Imdm Ahmad ibn Hanbal, p 17
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Since you regard yourself as superior to me, I request that you save the
remaining person on the boat.”

He then explained, “I was trying to test you to see if you were blind
or observant. This woman by my side is my mother and the bottle in my
hand contains nothing but water.”

Hasan Basrl .2 realised his error and immediately begged the
man for forgiveness. He also requested, “Just as you saved six men from
drowning, save me from drowning in the sea of blindness.” From then
onwards, Hasan Basri . never regarded anybody with contempt.’

One should strive to develop the quality of humility.

08 \1’/.» ‘d»’\;g
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A Disciplined Disciple

Bayazid Bustami .2: remained in the company of Imam Ja‘far As-
sadiq . for his spiritual nurturing. One day, while sitting, the Imam
requested, “Bayazid, please stand up and hand me that particular book
from the shelf”

Bayazid Bustami .#: asked in astonishment, “What shelf?”

The Imam exclaimed, “You have stayed with me for such a long time,
yet you do not know of a bookshelf in my home.”

Bayazid Bustami .4 explained, “Since I have been in your company,
I have not had the courage to raise my gaze, hence I do not know of the
bookshelf. I did not come here to waste my time.”

The Imam was impressed with his disciple and instructed, “Return to
Bustam. You have completed your training in my company.™

1 Tadhkiratul Awliya, p 30
2 Tadhkiratul Awliya, p9s
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One who seeks to refine his character should develop humility and
respect.
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Knowledge Draws Honour

Hashim ibn Bashir was born in Bukhara, but relocated to Baghdad. His father
earned his living as a chef. Hashim loved knowledge from a very tender
age and had no inclination towards cooking. His family, on the other hand,
disliked his quest for knowledge. Despite their objections, he continued
studying. He began attending the Hadith lessons of Qadhi Abii Shaibah ..,
a renowned muhaddith of Baghdad. Naturally, his enthusiasm and regular
attendance caught the eye of his teacher. One day Hashim fell ill and could
not attend the lesson. The muhaddith enquired about his whereabouts and
was informed accordingly.

“In that case, let us visit and console him,” he said to his students, and
they all set out for the humble home of Bashir, the chef.

They sat for a while and then departed. Bashir then turned to his son
and remarked, “Son, I used to prevent you from acquiring the knowledge of
Hadith, but I will refrain from doing so in future. The barakah of knowledge
was the only reason for bringing the Qadhi to my door. I would have never
dreamt of such an honour had this not been the case.”

Knowledge acquired for the pleasure of Allah 4 attracts numerous blessings
and benefits, one of which is to spend time in the company of the pious.

1 Kitabo Ki Darashgih Me, p185
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The Fruits of Determination

Ustadh Yaisuf DehlawT was a renowned calligrapher, who was incredibly
gifted in the art of calligraphy. It is reported that there was once a
handwriting contest close to the banks of the Jumna River. Many
calligraphers arrived at the sandy banks of the river, including Ustadh
Yiisuf. He began writing with a large bamboo stick and when he had
completed writing from alif' to shin® of the alphabet, he had already
covered a distance of one furlong (about 200 meters). People then
requested him to stop.

He then addressed his audience, “Colour in the letters and then take
a photograph of it from an aeroplane. I am quite certain that the image
will be identical to the original I have drawn here.” Nobody gathered the
courage to challenge his work further on that day.

Once a person asked Ustadh Yisuf from whom he had learnt the art
of calligraphy. He replied, “I had no teacher. My father was a renowned
calligrapher, but I did not learn the art from him.”

Upon further enquiry he explained, “I learnt the art from the Lal Kila
(Red Fort), where I noticed the calligraphic works that dated back to the
Mughal Empire. They were engraved with the best and finest calligraphy
of the time.”

Ustadh Yiisuf would go to the Lal Kila everyday and memorise the
design of a couplet. He would then return home and continue drawing
what he had memorised, until he was pleased with his work. The next
day, he would take his paper drawings and return to the Lal Kila where
he would compare them with the original and correct any mistakes. He
continued with this practice for a period of ten years. His enthusiasm
and ardent desire for perfection made him an outstanding calligrapher
of his time.?

1& 3 Letters of the Arabic alphabet.

3 Kitabo Ki Darasgah Me, p170
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A person who has a firm desire to achieve something in life will pursue
his goal with zeal and determination.

~

Practice makes perfect.
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Abstaining From Incomprehensible Issues

Imam Muzani . narrates: “Whenever 1 was in doubt regarding any
matter, I would request an explanation from Imam ShafiT .#. Once,
a question regarding tawhid (Oneness of Allah) arose in my mind. I
approached Imam ShafiT .2: while he was seated in a Masjid in Egypt,
and said, “A question regarding tawhid has been troubling me and I know
that nobody, except you, will be able to answer it.”

Imam ShafiT .2 replied in a somewhat troubled tone, “Do you realise
where you are seated?”

“Yes,” I replied.

Imam ShafiT .%: continued, “You are in the land where Allah 35
drowned Fira'wn. Have you ever come across any Hadith in which Nab1 4
posed such a question?”

“No,” I answered.

Imam ShafiT .2: then asked, “Did any of the Sahabah pose such a
question?”

“No,” I answered.

Imam ShafiT .4 asked, “Do you know how many stars there are in
the sky?”

“No,” I answered.
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Imam ShafiT .2: asked, “Do you know how many planets there are?
Do you know the various types of planets, the rising and setting of each
and what they are composed of?”

“No,” I answered.

Imam ShafiT .4 continued, “When you do not even have adequate
knowledge about those things which are visible to you, why do you want
to enter into a discussion regarding their Creator?”

He then asked me a question regarding wudhi. 1 answered it
incorrectly. He then continued to pose four related questions. I could not
answer any of them correctly.

He then explained, “You are required to fulfil this obligation five
times a day and you have not acquired sufficient knowledge regarding it.
You have rather chosen to dwell into the subject of the Being of Allah! In
future, if such a question arises in your mind then hand the matter over
to Allah and focus upon the following verse:

And your God is one God; there is no God but He, Most Gracious
Most Merciful. Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth,
and in the alternation of night and day, and the ships which sail
upon the sea with that which is of use to mankind, and the rain
which Allah sends down from the sky and thereby bringing to life
an earth that was dead, and the creatures of all kinds that He has
scattered therein, and in the changing of winds and clouds which
are held between the sky and the earth, are indeed signs for people

of understanding. (Siirah Bagarah, verses 163-164)

In this way, use the creation to reach the Creator and do not pursue
such issues which are beyond your intelligence. From then onwards, 1
made taubah and refrained from engaging in such matters.”

A sign of maturity and wisdom is to master the basics. Strange is the
thinking of those who ponder over matters which are difficult to

1 A'immah Arba‘ah Ke Dilchasp Wagqi'at, p230
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comprehend, while remaining oblivious of those issues for which they
are accountable.

e
A Mother’s Golden Advice

When Imam Malik ibn Anas .2: was still a young boy, he said to his
righteous mother, “I desire to go out and acquire knowledge.”

His mother dressed him as a student of knowledge, placed a turban
upon his head and gave him some advice before he left, “Now go to
Rabtah, but learn his good character and conduct before you begin to
learn the knowledge he dispenses.”

A person who acquires book knowledge, but does not refine his character
can never attain the status of the true scholars.

stz
Wisdom of Allah’s 4 System
Masrilq . narrates: “A bedouin owned a dog, a donkey and a rooster.
The rooster used to wake up the household for Salah. The donkey was
used to transport their water and tents, while the dog would guard them.
One day, a fox devoured the rooster. The family was saddened at the loss,

but the man who was endowed with piety, remarked, “There is goodness
in this”

1 Tartibul Madarik vol 1, p 130; 100 Qissah Wa Qissah Min Hayat al-Imam Malik, p 5
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After some time a wolf attacked the donkey and killed it. Again the
family was saddened but the pious man remarked, “There is goodness in
this.”

Thereafter, the dog was killed. Again the pious man remarked, “There
is goodness in this.”

Some time later, a robbery took place in their neighbourhood. All
their neighbour’s homes were burgled, but the home of the bedouin was
spared.

They then realised the goodness that Allah $£ had planned in the
deaths of their animals. The thieves had stolen from the other homes
because they had heard animal noises emanating from them and thought
that they were wealthy households. The bedouin’s home had no animals,
hence it did not attract the attention of the thieves who thought that
their home had nothing of value.!

Man often fails to grasp the wisdom of the divine, but needs to develop

a firm conviction that everything happens by the command of Alldh 3

and has inherent goodness therein. Acceptance of this divine system
produces contentment of heart.

el | $ v | 12T 124
Scholar Teaches a Lesson in Humility

Eid had arrived and the takbir and tahlil echoed through the streets of
Madinah. The Amir of Madinah, ‘Abdul Malik ibn $alih, emerged boastfully
clad in armour and surrounded by guards and flags.

When Imam Malik .2 noticed this, he displayed his displeasure and
remarked,

1 Anisul Mu'minin, p88
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To Allah do we belong and to Him is our return.

Nabi # and the righteous khulafa’ did not behave like this.”

His statement reached the ears of the Amir, who approached the
Imam at the Eidgah and asked, “What do you dislike regarding us?”

Imam Malik .2 replied, “I find this conduct of yours reprehensible.
People should attend Salah in humility and desirous of attaining the
forgiveness of Allah. Yahya ibn Sa'ld narrated to me that Nabi 4 entered
Makkah during the conquest at the head of ten or twelve thousand men,
but his head was lowered. Upon his lips were the words, “

<
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The kingdom belongs to Allah, the One, the Irresistable.

NabT % would proceed to the Eidgah and the Salah of Istisqa leaning
on a staff or spear, while his head was lowered in humility.”

‘Abdul Malik ibn Salih was embarrassed when he heard the golden
words of advice from the scholar.!

Pomp and power do not blind the righteous from expressing the truth.
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Allah’s % lanning is Absolute

Dhunniin MisrT 42 narrates: “I was once on a journey and the earth was
white with snow. I noticed a fire-worshipper, who had covered his head,
sprinkling some bird-seeds on the ground.”

1 Tartibul Madarik vol 2, p104; 100 Qissah Wa Qissah Min Hayat al-lmam Malik, p 70
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In surprise, I asked, “What are you doing?”

He replied, “The snow has covered the land entirely and the birds
would find it extremely difficult to find food. I am, therefore, sprinkling
some seeds for them to eat so that mercy may descend upon me.”

I remarked, “Seeds from strangers are not acceptable in the divine
court!”

He explained, “Even if this is not accepted, I would be content if my
action is being watched.” I was amazed at his courage.

Some time later, I proceeded for Haj and noticed the fire-worshipper
enthusiastically performing Tawaf of the Ka'bah. When he saw me, he
remarked, “Allah 3¢ noticed my action and accepted it. In return, He has
granted me His recognition and has drawn me close to Him. He has also
invited me to His House. I am exceptionally pleased at this point.”

He then turned his attention towards prayer and supplicated, “O
Allah, in return for a handful of bird-seeds You invited a fire-worshipper
to Your House. You are most generous.”

Immediately, we heard a voice from the unseen, saying, “Allah 3£
does not require a reason to invite or prevent anybody from visiting His
House. Remain content as you are. Allah does as He pleases. His planning
is beyond your intelligence.”

Allah’s 4¢ planning is beyond human control and comprehension.

’/ {w"'f
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Honour and Dlsgrace

One day, the Khalif Mahdi's wife, Khaizaran, was seated in the palace
together with a number of other females when one of her servants arrived

1 Tadhkiratul Awliya', p8s
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with the message that a woman from a noble family was at the door. She
was extremely poorly dressed and was requesting permission to enter.
She did not state her name or provide the reason for her visit. Khaizaran
instructed the servant to allow her to enter. Despite her tattered clothing,
the signs of nobility were visible from her features.

Khaizaran asked, “Sister, who are you?”

She replied, “I am Muznah, the wife of Marwan ibn Muhammad
(the last of the Ummayad Khulafz’). I have been reduced to this pitiable
condition you see me in presently, due to the passage of time. Even the
clothing 1 am wearing was acquired by begging. Despite my desperate
condition, my noble family lineage does not permit me to interact with
the common people. I have come to your door so that my condition may
not be exposed to all.”

Khaizaran heard the words and her eyes filled with tears. But Zainab,
who was quite close to Khaizaran and was known to talk a lot, spoke out,
“Muznah! Have you forgotten that day when we came to you in Harran
and requested that you hand over the body of Imam Ibrahim to us? You
reprimanded us and chased us away, saying that women have nothing to
do with men’s matters. Instead, your husband, Marwan, gave us a better
hearing when we approached him. He took a false oath that he had not
killed Ima@m Ibrahim, and handed the body over to us. He even offered to
assist us financially, but we refused the offer.”

Muznah replied, “By Allah, this pitiable condition of mine is the
result of our actions at that time. You are encouraging Khaizaran to
follow the incorrect path which we followed then. You should rather
be encouraging her towards good and not towards revenge. In this way,
the bounties that you enjoy will remain with you and Islam will remain
strong. Sister Zainab, you have noticed how Allzh has already punished
us in this world for our evil dealings, yet you do not have compassion for
us.” With these words, she began to cry uncontrollably. Khaizaran was
deeply affected by her words, but did not want to oppose Zainab, and
hence kept her emotions concealed. Discreetly, she indicated to a servant
to lead Muznah into one of the royal chambers and have her cleaned up
and dressed suitably.

136



PEARLS FROM THE PATH

When the Khalif Mahdi arrived, Zainab had already left. He spent
some time with his wife, as was his daily habit, and she recounted
the day’s proceedings to him. Khalif Mahdi immediately summoned
the servant and asked what Muznah had said when she was led to the
chamber. She replied, “With tears streaming down her cheeks she recited
these verses:

L
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And Allah presents the parable of a city which was secure and
content, its provision coming to it in abundance from every place,
but it ungratefully denied the favours of Allah. So Allah made it
taste the extremes of hunger and fear because of that (evil) which
they (its people) used to do. (Siirah Nahl, verse 112)

When the Khalif heard this, he burst into tears and turned to Allah in
d (—,

“0 Allah, I seek Your protection from the removal of bounties.”

He then turned to Khaizaran and exclaimed, “If you do not deal kindly
with Muznah then you should never speak to me again. Had Zainab not
been one of our elderly females, I would have taken an oath to sever all
communication with her. He then summoned a female servant and sent
his greetings to Muznah with the following message: “Beloved cousin, at
present all your sisters in faith are with me. I would have come to you in
person if it would not have been difficult for you.”

Muznah understood the message and immediately came to the Khalif,
who welcomed her. He asked her to be seated and consoled her regarding
the desperate condition her family had been reduced to.

He explained, “Had 1 been comfortable marrying in your family, I
would have married you. As this is not possible, I would advise you to
maintain your hijab in my presence and remain with your sisters in the
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palace. You will be treated with dignity just like them.” He then instructed
that she be treated with kindness and equity.

Muznah remained in the palace in happiness and ease for the
remainder of her life. She passed away during the Khilafah of Hardn Ar-
Rashid.!

Allah 4% raises and relegates the status of people according to their
actions.
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Fighting Dogs

Ahmad ibn Ammar narrates: “A group of students set out together with
their teacher to attend a janazah. As they proceeded, they noticed a pack
of dogs playing happily together. The teacher turned to his students and
remarked, “Notice how happily these dogs are playing together.”

After returning from the janazah, they again passed by the dogs.
This time, however, they were standing around a carcass and barking at
each other. They then began to bite and snatch morsels of meat from the
carcass. Within a short time they were growling and fighting with each
other over the meat.

The teacher turned around to his students and warned, “My students,
you have seen these animals. Remember that you too will remain the best
of friends as long as worldly riches do not come between you. When the
world comes between you, you too will argue and fight like dogs over a
carcass.

1 Jawahir Pare, p 64; Muriijudh Dhahab
2 Tarikh Dimishq Vol 5, p 85; 170 Qissah Wa Qissah Lil Hafiz Ibn ‘Asakir p103
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Short-sighted men whose gaze is upon the material world are often
driven by greed to quarrel, fight and even kill.

Jw’ {"’
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‘Abdullzh ibn Qasim, who was the scribe of ‘Abbas ibn Ahmad ibn
Tildin, narrates: “Ahmad ibn Tiiliin called for me at around midnight. I
responded, uncertain and fearful regarding the summons at such a late
hour. The messenger led me to a dark room which 1 entered.

I greeted Ibn Tiiliin and he returned my greeting. “What is the purpose
of this room?” he asked still sitting in the darkness of the room.

I replied, “To ponder and think.”

“Why?" he asked.

I replied, “There is nothing of value herein to divert one’s
attention.”

“Well done! Now proceed to my son, ‘Abbas, and instruct him to come
to me in the morning. Ensure that he does not consume anything until he
comes to me. | would like him to have meals with me.”

I replied, “To hear is to obey,” and left.

The next morning I came to ‘Abbas and did as Ibn Tilin had ordered.
‘Abbas would become very impatient while hungry and he insisted on
eating something before we left to see his father, but 1 objected and
prevented him from doing so. We arrived and were seated. Ibn Tulin
delayed in presenting the meal, until he was convinced that his son’s
hunger was intense, Eventually, when the food was brought, there was
nothing but cold cooked vegetables. ‘Abbas immediately began to devour
them and ate to his fill. His father watched him intently and did not
touch the food. He then ordered that the remainder be removed. In a
few minutes, other dishes were laid out. These consisted of a variety of
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chicken, mutton and lamb. Ibn Tilin began to eat. He invited his son to
join him, but he could not eat even a morsel as he was satiated.

Ibn Tiiltin then advised his son, “I put you through this trial to teach
you a lesson. Do not indulge yourself or utilise your energy in minor
matters as these will distract you from the major issues. Issues of minor
importance will drain your resources, preventing you from utilising them
in issues of greater importance.”

Those who are not focussed upon the bigger picture often get lost in
trivial and irrelevant matters.
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Justice towards a Christian Woman

During the Khilafah of ‘Umar ibn Khattdb 4, a Christian woman from
Egypt complained to him that her house was included into the Masjid
by ‘Amr ibn Al-‘As despite her reluctance. ‘Amr explained that his action
was justified as it would benefit the worshippers who had difficulty
performing Salah in the available space. He also offered her in excess
of the value of the property, but she refused the offer. When the matter
was brought to the attention of ‘Umar 4, he ordered that the land be
returned to her.?

Islam teaches justice for all, irrespective of religion, race or language.

1 350 Qissah Wa Qissah Min Qisas as-Salihin Wa Nawadir az-Zahidin, p64
2 Sathat Ra'idah Fi Masiratil ‘Adalah, p160
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A Lesson in Humility

Abil ‘Uthman al-Hiyari .#: was once invited for a meal by a person
who wanted to test his patience. When the saint reached his door, he
exclaimed, “I do not have any food at present.”

Abii ‘Uthman .#: turned around and left. He had not gone very far
when the host called him back. Abi ‘Uthman .#: returned only to be
informed that there was no food. In this way, he was led back and forth
several times, but he displayed no sign of displeasure. Finally, the man
acknowledged, “My teacher, I only intended to test you. What amazing
character you have displayed!”

The saint replied, “What you have observed in me is nothing more
than what a dog also possesses. When a dog is called, it comes. When it is

"y

chased away, it goes.

The hearts of the men of Allah 4 are refined to the extent that they are
able to bear trials and hardship with a smile.
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In Pursuit of Knowledge
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal .2: was known as a great scholar of his time.
One day, a person noticed the Imam holding an ink pot in his hand while
proceeding to the lesson of a certain muhaddith, and asked in surprise,

“You are already a scholar of great repute and people regard you as the
Imam of the Muslims. What are you going to learn?”

1 Thya' ‘Uldmuddin, vol 8, p 1465; Qisas as-Salihin, p96
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The learned Imam replied,

sl 16 el -
“With an ink pot I will go to the graveyard.™

A truly knowledgeable person does not regard himself as such, but
continues to seek knowledge till death.
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Blessings of a Pious Mother

Khwajah Mu'Tnuddin ChishtT AjmerT .4 once travelled to Bangladesh.
During his journey, seven hundred thousand Hindus accepted Islam at
his hands and seven million Muslims made towbah to Allah and pledged
allegiance to him. When he returned home, the signs of joy were clearly
visible upon his face.

He kissed his mother and she immediately asked, “My son, why are
you so happy?”

He replied, “Mother, Allih has granted me the good fortune of
bringing hundreds of thousands of people into the fold of Islam.”

His mother exclaimed, “Son, this is not due to any inherent goodness
within you. The credit is due to me.”

He asked, “Yes, but please explain what you mean.”

She continued, “When you were an infant, I always breast-fed you
in the state of wudhii. By the barakah of this, Allah has granted you the
ability to win over the hearts of hundreds of thousands of people to
Islam.™

1 A'immah Arbaa'h Ke Dilchasp Wagqi‘at, p284
2 Khawatine Islam Ke Karname, p30
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Virtuous mothers are invaluable assets to society.
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Foresight of a Righteous Mother

Bayazid Bustami .2 was a great saint. Junaid Baghdadi .#: while
describing his character, said, “Bayazid’s status amongst the pious
servants of Allah is like the status of Jibrall amongst the angels.”

Bayazid became an orphan at a tender age. His mother enrolled him at
a Madrasah and instructed his teacher, “Do not allow him to come home
too often. I fear that his heart would be distracted from the Madrasah if
he is allowed to visit home often.”

Accordingly, the teacher kept him at Madrasah for an extended
period. One day, the young boy said to his teacher, “I desire to go home
for a while.”

His teacher gave him the permission to go home, on condition that he
memorised additional lessons while at home.

Bayazid arrived home and knocked at the door. His mother was
performing wudhi at the time, but recognised the knock to be that of
her son. She thought to herself, “If I open the door and allow my son to
enter, he will develop the habit of coming home regularly. He will then
prefer home and abandon his studies.”

She stepped towards the door and asked, “Who is there?”

The reply came, “Bayazid.”

She explained, “I too have a son by the name of Bayazid, but I have
handed him over for the service of Allah’s Din. Which Bayazid are you?”
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The young boy was intelligent enough to understand that his mother’s
desire was that he acquire knowledge. He returned to the Madrasah and
continued learning until he completed his studies.'

Countless saints, reformers, scholars and soldiers of Allah 4 reached
their pinnacles due to the dauntless courage and foresight of their
righteous mothers.
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Error of Judgement

Once two students, who were desirous of spiritual reformation, heard
about the renowned sage, ‘Abdullah Hanif .4, and went to visit him.
When they arrived at his spiritual retreat they learnt that he had gone
out to see the king. They were surprised and remarked, “He frequents
the company of kings! Why did he abandon his life of luxury in the first
place?”

With these thoughts they set off for the market place, where they
arrived at the shop of a tailor. They entered and requested him to sew
one of their torn sleeves. Incidentally, the tailor’s scissors suddenly
disappeared, and the two were taken to the police. The police chief
accused them of the theft and led them off to the king. The king heard
the case and passed the judgment for their hands to be cut.

‘Abdullah Hanif .4, who was seated close to the king, witnessed the
proceedings. He advised the king, “Set them free as they are not guilty.”

The sage then turned to the two students and said, “This should have
cleared your doubts. Sometimes I am constrained to visit the king to

1 Khawatine Islam Ke Karname, p26
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handle cases such as yours.” The two realised their error of judgment and
pledged their allegiance to him.!

It is always wise to obtain clarification when in doubt. Premature
conclusions and impulsive judgements often serve as a breeding ground
for hatred, animosity and unnecessary quarrels.
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An Apt Reply to a Persistent Beggar

A beggar once presented himself at the door of Muawiyah 4 and
requested the doorkeeper, “Advise your master that his brother is at his
door”

Mu‘awiyah < could not visualise the beggar even after the doorkeeper
had provided a physical description of him and finally said, “It would be
best to usher him in.”

When he arrived Mu'awiyah < asked him, “How are you my
brother?”

He replied, “I am the son of Adam and Hawwa."

After hearing the reply, Mu'awiyah £ instructed his servant to give
the beggar a dirham.

The beggar asked, “How can you give only one dirham to your
brother?”

Mu'awiyah < explained, “If I were to give something to every single
brother of mine, who is from the children of Adam and Hawwa, you would
not even receive one dirham.” :

1 Tadhkiratul Awliya’, p253
2 Lata'if ‘llmiyyah, p75
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The persistent are often only silenced with an astute reply.

~w\hZadAg
A Unique Reward

Abil Bakr Al-Miski .4 was asked, “We perpetually smell a fragrance of
musk emanating from you. Why is this?”

He replied, “By Allah, for many years now I have not touched musk.
The reason for the fragrance is my encounter with a woman who deceived
me into entering her home. She then locked the doors and began to
seduce me. I was totally bewildered as there was no way of escape. In
desperation I said to her, ‘I have a need to purify myself’ She ordered her
servant to take me to the bathroom. When I entered, 1 applied impurity
all over my body. I then returned to her. She was appalled to see me in
that state and ordered that I be removed from her home. I returned to my
home and performed a ghusl. That night, I saw a dream in which I was
informed, “You have performed a unique deed. I will cause your body to
emit a beautiful fragrance in this world and the Hereafter,

When I awoke in the morning, the fragrance of musk continued
emanating from my body.” The fragrance remained with him until he
passed away.’

The reward for chastity is indeed sweet.

1 Al-Muwa'iz Wal Majalis, p 224
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Never be Deceived by Tears

Sha'bl narrates: 1 was once in the company of Qadhi Shuraih when a
woman arrived quarrelling with somebody. Soon tears began to flow
from her eyes.

I'said to the judge, “Do you not see her crying? The decision should be
given in her favour as she is the oppressed.”

The wise judge replied, “0 Sha'bi, the brothers of Yisuf %% also came
home crying, while they were oppressors and liars. A man should only
deliver a judgment based on the truth.™

People who deal with conflicts need to be objective and composed in
their approach. Emotion and sentimental feelings need to be cast aside
as these frequently cloud the path of justice.
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Wisdom of Imam ShafiT as

Nabf # is superior

Baihaqi has narrated that Imam ShafiT . said, “Nabl % was granted

what the other prophets were granted, but in a superior form.”
Somebody asked, “But Tsa % was granted the ability to bring the

dead back to life.”

Imam ShafiT .4 replied, “The crying of a tree trunk is superior to
this because giving life to a dry piece of wood is superior to giving life

1 Tafsir Ar-Razi; Latd'if ‘Ilmiyyah
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to a person who had died. And if somebody were to say that Miisa &
split the ocean we would reply that Nabi # split the moon. The latter
is superior because it is a heavenly miracle, not an earthly one. And if
somebody would present the flowing of water from a rock, we would
counteract it with the flowing of water from between the fingers of Nabi
#. The latter is superior because water flowing from a rock is an accepted
phenomenon, while water flowing from flesh and blood is extraordinary.
And if somebody would present to us the miracle of Sulaiman %2, who
could control the winds, we would counteract it with the M'irzj.”

An easy solution
Imam ShafiT .4: was asked how the following scenario could be explained:
“A husband gave his wife a bag which was filled and sealed, saying, ‘You
are divorced if you do not return the bag to me empty of its contents, but
you are not allowed to open it, break it or cut its seal ”

He replied, “The bag was filled with sugar or salt. If she placed it in
water it would dissolve out of the bag and she could then hand it over to
him empty.”

Wisely clarified

Imam ShafiT .4 was asked how the following scenario could be explained:
“A man slaughtered a sheep at his home and then left to complete a task.
When he returned home, he said to his wife, “You and the family may eat
the sheep, as it is now haram upon me.” His wife replied, “The sheep is
haram upon us as well.”

Imam ShafiT .4 explained, “The man was a disbeliever and had
slaughtered the sheep in the name of an idol. While away from home,
Allah had guided him to Islam. When he returned, he said to his wife,
“Allah has granted me the good fortune of accepting Islam and the sheep
is therefore haram for me to consume.” His family were overjoyed and
also accepted Islam. The sheep was now haram upon them as well.2

1 Manaqib Al-Imam Ash-ShafiT
2 Managqib Al-Imam Ash-ShafiT, ps1

148



PEARLS FROM THE PATH

Knowledge, wisdom and righteousness were the hallmarks of luminaries
and scholars throughout Islamic history.
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Harms of Limited Understanding

Mughirah Tbn ‘Abdur Rahman .#: was a brave warrior who had lost
sight from one eye due to an injury sustained in the battles against the
Romans during the reign of Maslamah ibn ‘Abdul Malik. He was also very
generous by heart and would slaughter a camel and invite people to join
in the meal wherever he went. On one occasion, a bedouin arrived, but
did not partake of any food. He stared at Mughirah .2: persistently.

Mughirah .2 asked, “Are you not going to partake from the food? I
see that you are staring at me continuously.”

The bedouin replied, “Your food seems pleasant enough, but your eye
is doubtful to me.”

Mughirah .2 asked, “What do you doubt regarding my eye?”

He answered, “I see that you have vision from one eye only and that
you are feeding people. These are the qualities of Dajjal!”

Mughirah .4 explained, “Dajjal’s eyesight will not be harmed due to
fighting in the path of Allah.™

Superficial knowledge is dangerous.

1 Tarikh Dimishg, vol 60, p69
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Justice

Sultan Malik Shah was once hunting in a particular area. As he was a
distance away from home, he sought residence for the night in a nearby
village. The king’s men found an ox, slaughtered it and prepared food
for the group. The ox belonged to a poor old widow who became very
distressed when news reached her, as the ox was the sole source of income
for her and her three children. She was even more concerned as she did
not have the courage to approach the king or his men.

“Who would listen to the complaint of a poor woman like me?” she
thought.

That night, she slept uneasily, but the next morning, she made up
her mind to approach the king. “Allah has entrusted him with our affairs
and he should provide protection for the weak amongst us,” she assured
herself. She made an attempt to reach the king, but was unsuccessful.

Incidentally, she received information that the king would soon cross
the famous bridge of Isfahan. She proceeded to the bridge and remained
there awaiting the king’s arrival. As he passed by, she courageously asked,
“0 son of Alp Arsalan, will you meet out justice to me on this bridge or on
the Bridge of Sirat? Choose whichever pleases you.”

The king was astonished by the amazing question. He jumped down
from his horse and asked, “I do not have the strength to account on the
Bridge of Sirat. I prefer to meet out justice here and now. Please tell me
what your complaint is.”

The old woman narrated her story and the king expressed his dislike
at his men’s unacceptable conduct. As compensation for her ox, he
ordered that she be given seventy oxen. Only after she expressed her
pleasure over his decision, did he mount his horse and continue on his
journey.'

1 Khawatine Islam Ke Iman Afroz Wagqi'at, p 269
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Those who are Allah-conscious prefer to promptly rectify their wrongs
in this world because they fully realise the gravity of accountability in
the Hereafter.

g e\t 2
Overlooking a Wife's Mistake

There was once a poor man whose meager income could only provide his
family with the most basic of meals. For six months at a time, they would
consume only dhal. One day, he managed to purchase some chicken and
handed it over to his wife to prepare. He was excited over the idea of
tasting meat after months of simple food. When the meal was served,
he immediately realised that it contained too much salt. But, he kept his
composure and ate without uttering a word. He thought to himself, “0O
Allah, had my own daughter added too much salt to a meal, I would have
liked my son-in-law to forgive her mistake and not say a word of rebuke
to her. My wife is also the daughter of somebody. She too has parents
who would like her mistakes to be overlooked. Over and above that, she
is Your slave and I forgive her mistake for Your pleasure.”

After he passed away, a pious man saw him in a dream and asked,
“How did you fare?”

He replied, “Alldh informed me of all my sins and I was convinced
that I would be cast into Jahannam. But, Allah said to me: ‘Go, I have
forgiven you because you forgave one mistake of my slave. You did not
strike, scold or abuse her when she added too much salt to the food. I
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forgive you because you forgave her.

1 Bikhre MotT, p321
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Marriage partners who overlook each others mistakes live happier lives
and are divinely rewarded in the Hereafter for their patience.

’/ ’ ;'é‘
An Honoured Guest

Once Imam ShafiT .4 travelled to Madinah to visit and learn from Imam
Malik .. After completing his Saldh, he noticed a group of students
seated around a man with a turban who was seated on an elevated
platform and narrating Ahadith. He assumed that this was Imam Malik
4% and sat down amongst the students. Imam Malik .2 was at the time
narrating the Ahadith from his famous Muwatta.

Imam ShafiT .4 explains, “I picked up a blade of grass, moistened
it with saliva from my mouth and began to write the Ahadith on my
palm. As the other students were all writing with pen and paper, Imam
Malik . noticed my unusual behaviour. The Imidm narrated a hundred
and twenty-six Ahadith before he stopped for Salah. As the students
dispersed, Imam Malik .2 called me and asked, “It appears as if you are
a stranger here.”

“Yes, I have come from Makkah,” I replied.

“What were you doing on your palm?” he asked.

“I was writing the Ahadith you were dictating,” I replied.

“Show me what you have written,” he instructed, and 1 showed him
my palm,

“There is nothing written here,” he remarked.

“I did not have a pen or any paper, hence 1 decided to record the
Ahadith as best I could,” I explained.

Imam Malik .#: was disappointed and said to me, “This is contrary to
the dictates of respect which Ahadith demand.”
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“I only wrote the Ahadith on my palm as an outward gesture. In
reality, I have memorised each Hadith,” I explained.

“In that case, please narrate some of the Ahadith I dictated,” he
requested. I immediately narrated the hundred and twenty-six Ahadith
with the chain of narrators and text as I had heard them from him.”

Imam Malik 4 was impressed and said, “Young man, please accept
my invitation and be my guest for tonight.” 1 readily agreed. He returned
home and advised his daughters about my coming. They were virtuous
and knowledgeable young women, who would also attend the lessons of
their father. Sitting behind a veil, they would even correct the mistakes
of other reciters by striking together sticks in a particular manner.

When they heard about the arrival of a scholar that night, they
prepared a meal, arranged the bedding and musalla (prayer-mat) and
placed sufficient water for their guest. That night, Imam ShafiT .2 ate
to his fill. The next morning, he left with Imam Malik 4 to perform
Fajr.

After Ishragq, they returned home and Imam Malik .3 asked Imam
shafiT .2, “My daughters have some doubts about you. They thought that
you were a pious man, according to what I had informed them, but their
experience has been quite different. Firstly, the food they had prepared
would have been sufficient for anumber of people, but you consumedit all
single-handedly! There was no need to even wash the utensils. Secondly,
they placed a musalla for you to perform optional Salah at night, but they
found that it had not been utilised at all. The water that they had placed
for you was also not used. It appears as if you did not perform tahajjud
Salah, nor did you perform wudhi before proceeding to the Masjid to
perform Fajr. They have found your behaviour quite ambiguous.”

Imam ShafiT .4 explained, “Your food contained so much of niir
(celestial beauty) that I could feel it filling my bosom with every morsel I
placed into my mouth. I thought that I would never have the opportunity
of consuming such blessed food again, and decided to eat as much of it as
I could. When I lay down to rest, the food that I had consumed, gave me
the spiritual strength to remain awake. I began pondering over Ahadith.
The Hadith which was foremost in my mind was when NabT % lovingly
said to the young boy whose pet bird had died,
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0 Abii ‘Umair, what has happened to Nughair?

From this Hadith I extracted forty fight masail (laws). I thought about
how a title should be chosen, how young children should be addressed
and how the distressed should be consoled. As I had remained in the state
of wudht throughout the night, there was no need to perform wudhii for
Fajr Salah.!

The private lives of the pious are an embodiment of spiritual dedication.

Zeal for Knowledge

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas < narrates: After the demise of Nabi %, I said to a
young Sahabi from the Ansar, “Come, let us proceed to the Sahabah as
there are still many of them around.”

He said to me, “You surprise me, O Ibn ‘Abbas! Do you really think
that people will approach you to answer their questions when they have
other great Sahabah amongst them?”

I left him and proceeded to learn from the Sahabah. If I got to know
of any particular $ahabi who had narrated a Hadith, I would go to him.
Sometimes, he would be lying down for a nap. I would spread my shawl
at his doorstep, while the wind would blow dust into my face. When he
would awake and come out, he would notice me and say, “0O cousin of
Nabi #, why did you come to me? If you had sent a message I would have
come to you!”

1 Bikhre Moti, p440
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I would reply, “No, you are more worthy of my coming to you.”  would
then enquire about the Hadith I had come to learn. After some time, the
Sahabi from the Ansar noticed many people around me seeking answers
to their questions from me and remarked, “This young man was more
intelligent than me.”

True knowledge is acquired when a student humbles himself.

otz
Legacy of Books and Reading

Moulana Abul Hasan ‘Alf Nadwi .#: narrates: Our home was one of
scholars and authors. My father was one of the great writers of his time.
Just as family traditions pass from generation to generation, so too
did the love for books and learning pass on from my grandparents and
parents and inspire my sisters and myself. The love for books was almost
like an addiction within us. We would read whatever we could and would
purchase books with any money we obtained.

One day, one or two anas? came into my possession somehow. I was
very young and was not even aware that only bookshops sell books. I
went to Aminabad and entered a pharmacy where I presented my little
money and asked for a book. The worker probably regarded me as a
simple young boy who did not know that pharmacies do not sell books.
He gave me a book which had a listing of medications and returned my
money. [ was absolutely delighted to have received a book and my money
back. I returned home and joyously placed it in my little library which 1
had made from the books that had been discarded by my father.

1 Al-Bidayah Wan Nihayah vol 12, p8é
2 Indian currency.
3 Baro Ka Bachpan, p154
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Children follow in their parents' footsteps.

~

Cultured parents inculcate the noble qualities of reading and
scholarship within their children, while the unwise deny themselves
and their children the opportunity of benefiting from the books and

archives of knowledge.
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Punishment for Slander

It is narrated that a woman passed away in the outlying areas of Madinah
and a group of women gathered to perform her ghusl. As the hand of the
woman who was washing her body passed over the thigh of the deceased
woman, she remarked, “Sisters! This woman had an illicit relationship
with so-and-so man.”

The moment these words left her lips, her hand became fixed to the
thigh of the deceased woman. As hard as she tried, her hand would not
separate. Time began to pass, and the family of the deceased urged her to
hurry along as night was approaching and they still had to perform the
Janazah Salah and burial.

She replied, “I am trying to release my hand, but I am unable to do
s0.

The night passed and the next day dawned, but her hand remained
firmly attached. The family decided to approach the ‘Ulama’ for
guidance.

“Cut her hand,” one of the scholars advised.

But, the woman’s family did not accept the ruling, saying, “We will
not allow her to bear the difficulty of having a hand cut.”
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They approached another scholar who advised, “Take a knife and cut
the flesh from the thigh of the deceased.”

But, this time the deceased’s family refused the advice, saying, “We
do not want to disfigure her body.”

Three days passed without any resolution in sight. The heat was
intense and the body began to produce a stench. News quickly spread to
various surrounding towns and villages. After much deliberation, they
decided to take the matter to Imam Malik .., who was then the chief
judge of Madinah. When they explained the case to Imam Malik 3, he
replied, “Lead me to the scene.”

From behind a veil, he asked the woman who had given the ghusl,
“Sister, did you perhaps utter any words at the time when your hand
became fixed to the deceased’s body?”

She replied, “All I said was that the deceased woman had an illicit
relationship with so-and-so man.”

Imam Malik .#: continued, “Do you have four eye-witnesses for the
accusation you levelled?”

“No,” she answered.

Imam Malik .3 then asked, “Did the deceased woman personally
inform you of the sin you are accusing her of?”

“No,” she answered.

Imam Malik .3 asked, “Then why did you make such an
allegation?”

“I said so because I saw her passing through the door of the house of
this particular man,” she explained.

Imam Malik .8, then recited the verse of the Qur’an:
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And those who accuse chaste women, and then do not produce four
witnesses, flog them with eighty lashes, and reject their testimony

forever. And these are indeed the transgressors.
(Sirah Nir, Verse 4)
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He explained, “You accused a deceased woman despite having no
witnesses. As chief judge, I suggest that she be given eighty lashes.”

After eighty lashes had been given, her hand separated from the
deceased’s body without any effort.!

Islam grants exceptional honour and protection to women by inflicting
a severe punishment upon those who choose to accuse them without
conclusive evidence.

ok
S
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Wlsely Apprehended

One day, Khalif Mansir was seated on an elevated platform overlooking
the city when he noticed a person walking despondently from one street
to another. He instructed a servant to summon the man and, when he
arrived, he asked what the problem was.

The man explained, “I travelled on business and, after some time,
returned home with a substantial profit. I presented the money to my
wife, who informed me that our home had been burgled and all our
possessions were stolen. She further explained that there was no sign of
any forced entry through the walls or the roof.

Khalif Mansiir asked, “How long have you been married to your
wife?”

“One year," he replied.

“Was she previously married?” he enquired.

“Yes,” he answered.

“Did she have any children from her previous marriage?”

“No,” he replied.

1 Bikhre Moti, p66
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“Is she young or old?” he enquired further.

“She is young,” was the answer.

Khalif Mansiir then instructed that a particular bottle of ‘itr (scent)
be brought to him. It had a unique fragrance and was only used by the
Khalif. He handed the bottle to the man and advised, “Use this ‘itr. It will
assist in removing your sorrow.”

After the man left, the Khalif summoned four of his most trusted
security guards and instructed them to smell the ‘itr. He continued,
“Proceed to each of the doors of the city and bring to me any such person
upon whom you smell this fragrance.”

In the meanwhile, the man returned home and handed the bottle to
his wife, saying, “The Khalif has given this to me.” She smelt it and after
some time called for her paramour. She advised him to apply the ‘itr and
also secretly handed him some money. The man applied the ‘itr and left.
As he passed one of the doors of the city, the guard on duty smelt the
fragrance and apprehended him. He was immediately brought to the
Khalif. :

Khalif Mansiir asked, “From where did you acquire such a unique
fragrance?”

He answered, “I purchased it.”

“From where?” The Khalif asked.

The man panicked and began making excuses.

Khalif Mansiir summoned his chief of police and instructed, “Arrest
him and keep him in confinement. If he returns the money he has stolen,
you may release him. If he does not return it, whip him a thousand
lashes.”

After the two had left, he again summoned the police chief and
explained, “Confine him and frighten him a bit, but do not lash him until
Iinstruct you to do so.”

Accordingly, the man was kept in solitary confinement. After a short
while, he confessed to the theft of the money and brought it to the police
chief. When Khalif Mansiir was informed, he called for the owner and
asked, “If your entire wealth is returned to you, will you grant me the
choice of handling the matter between you and your wife?”

“Yes, 1 will,” he replied.
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Khalif Manstr said, “Here is your wealth and I hereby annul your

]

marriage to your wife.

Criminals are often apprehended and disgraced by a bit of insight and
wisdom.

A Loaf of Bread

When Abii Miisa Al-Asha’rT £ was on his death-bed, he called his children
and advised them, “Remember the man with a loaf of bread.”

He continued, “Once, there was a pious monk who had dedicated
himself to the worship of Allah for seventy years, and only left his
monastery for one day. Unfortunately, Shaitan succeeded in tempting
him towards a beautiful woman, and he spent seven days and nights with
her. He then realised his error and left her, repenting to Allah 45, With
every step he took he prayed and prostrated to Allah 4. One night, he
sought refuge close to a shop where there were twelve destitute men.
He was utterly exhausted and laid down amongst them. It so happened
that a monk in the town would send twelve loaves of bread to these men
each night. That night, the servant arrived with the bread and began
distributing one to each person. When he reached the repentant man,
he considered him to be one of the destitute men and handed him a loaf
as well.

After he had completed, the one who did not receive his loaf called
out, “Why did you not give me a loaf tonight?”

The servant replied, “Do you think I have ignored you? Go on, ask
whether I have accidentally given any of your companions two loaves.”

1 Lat@'if ‘Ilmiyyah, p87
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But, they all replied that none of them had received more than one.

Angrily, the servant said to him, “By Allah, I will not give you anything
tonight?”

The repentant man realised what had happened and handed the
loaf he had been given over to the man who did not receive his share
for the night. That night, he passed away. His seventy years of worship
were weighed, but the seven nights he had spent in sin with the woman
outweighed his worship. His noble act of giving the loaf of bread away at
night was weighed and this tilted the pan in his favour.”

Abii Miisa # ended with the words, “My beloved children, remember
the man with the loaf of bread.”

To endure difficulties for the comfort of others is a noble virtue.
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Secret to Success

Amir Dost Muhammad Khan, the governor of Kabul, was attacked by a
foreign king and his army. As the news reached him, he sent out an army
headed by his son to repel the enemy. Soon, a second message reached
him that his son’s army had been defeated. The report also mentioned
that his son was now fleeing from the battlefield and was being pursued
by the enemy. Amir Dost Muhammad was shocked. The defeat of his
army, the disgraceful condition of his son and the humiliation of his
people were too much for him to bear. He entered his home devastated
and narrated the tragic report to his wife.

His wife immediately replied, “The report you have received is
false.”

1 Kitabut Tawwabin, p 97
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He asked, bewildered, “How can it be false? It has come to us through
my special intelligence agents.”

But she resolutely answered, “He can never be defeated in this way.”

The leader thought to himself, “She is a woman and will stubbornly
insist that her opinion is correct.” But the very next day, the news arrived
that the previous report was indeed false and that the army was returning
triumphantly.

Amir Dost Muhammad Khan returned home and related the news to
his wife, who expressed her gratitude to Allah 3¢ for the safety of her
son. He asked her, “But how did you know that he could not be defeated?
What led you to refute the report of my entire government intelligence
network?”

She replied, “Nothing much. Allah 4¢ protected my honour. It is my
secret and I do not wish to divulge it.”

But, her husband insisted, and she finally agreed to explain, “From
the very inception of my pregnancy, I took an oath that I would never
consume doubtful food as I knew that halal food produces good character,
whereas haram food produces bad character. I continued my habit of
abstaining from doubtful food even after he was born so that my milk
would not impact negatively upon his character. In addition, I would only
breastfeed him in the state of wudhii and after performing two rakats of
Nafl Salah. For this reason, I am convinced that his character would never
be immoral. He could pass away in the battlefield as a martyr as this
constitutes good character, but he could never flee from the battlefield
as this is sinful. Hence, I was able to convincingly challenge the news of

m

your entire army and government intelligence network.

Righteous mothers abstain from doubtful food and perform optional
meritorious deeds which contribute to the spiritual excellence of their
offspring.

1 Khawitine Islam Ke Karname, p144
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Adopting the Prmaples ofthe Righteous

A person, who had the habit of disguising himself in various forms, would
frequent the court of the ruler ‘Alamgir Aurangzeb .2: in order to receive
areward from him. The ruler was wise and experienced and would always
recognise him, saying, “You are so-and-so. I have recognised you.” The
man would leave and reappear after a few days in another guise, only to
be identified again. After being unsuccessful many times, he decided to
stay away from the court for some time.

After a year had passed, news spread in the city that a very pious
saint had come and was in seclusion at the top of a mountain outside the
city. If one succeeded in speaking to or even greeting him, it would be
regarded as a moment of great fortune, as the sage spent almost all of his
time in solitude. It was thought that he was a student of Mujaddid Alfe
Thani .4 and a dedicated follower of the Sunnah.

‘Alamgir Aurangzeb .2 also heard about the saint but did not
pay much attention to him. His ministers advised him several times to
meet the pious man, but the ruler declined each time. Eventually, they
convinced him to visit the sage and request his dua’s.

“If he is indeed a pious saint of Allah, the visit will be beneficial for
us,” he said as they left for the mountain.

When they arrived, the ruler sat down respectfully. He asked for du‘as
and presented a gift to the sage, who refused to accept it. As the ruler
was on his way back, the sage called out, “Did you not recognise me? 1
am the man who used to come to your court disguised, but you always
recognised me.”

The ruler admitted, “Fine, you got the better of me finally, but tell
me one thing. Why did you refuse the large sum of money I presented
to you? You have after all been trying to earn some reward from me by
disguising yourself all this time.”

The man replied, “This is not the conduct of the sages. When 1
disguised myself as one of them and adopted their ways, I felt embarrassed
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to accept a gift from a ruler, in accordance with their principles. For this
reason I did not accept your gift."

A man who mimicked the sages was wise enough to adopt their principles.

Those who claim to follow the prophets and sages should similarly adopt

their teachings, principles and conduct, else such claims are little more
than lip service.

3 \1’4 \c.‘»’\rﬁ
AN :M

The Thief Who Fasted

Abu Bakr Ash-Shibli narrates: Once I was travelling to Syria with a group
of travellers when we were attacked by a gang of bedouin thieves. They
robbed us of our possessions and presented them to their leader. Amongst
the goods, was a bag of sugar and almonds. The thieves began to eat them
but their leader refrained.

I noticed this and asked him, “Why are you not eating?”

He replied, “I am fasting.”

I remarked in astonishment, “You are a highway robber, you steal
from people and commit murder, yet you claim to be fasting!”

He replied, “O Shaikh, I do so in order to keep open the doors of
reconciliation.”

After sometime, 1 saw the same gang leader in the state of “ihram”,
performing Tawaf of the Ka'bah.

I asked in astonishment, “Are you the same man?”

He answered, “Yes. That very same fast is the reason for me being
here."

1 Bikhre MotT, p 494
2 Kitabut Tawwabin p 278
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A person should never allow his sins to deter him from performing

good deeds. Often, Shaitan discourages a person from doing good deeds

by creating feelings of despondency. One should persevere with the

obligatory and optional acts of worship, with the intention that these
will eventually pave the way for him to abstain from sin.
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Dealing with Hearts

AsmaT narrates: I was once walking through a village, when I came across
a stone upon which a couplet had been written,
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O lovers! By Allah, inform me!
If a young man is overpowered by love, what should he do?

So I wrote underneath it,
o o o5 5 ol (g5l
250N S 4 it
He should treat his desire, then conceal his secret

And he should humble himself in all matters and submit (before
Allah)

165



PEARLS FROM THE PATH

I returned the next day, and found another couplet written beneath
mine,
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But how can it be treated when that desire fights the young man
And every day his heart is shattered into pieces?

So I wrote beneath it,
o o DI o a2 413

If he cannot be patient to conceal his secret
Then nothing except death can benefit him!

I then returned on the third day and found a young man lying dead at the

Prior to his death he had written,
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We have heard and we have obeyed; now we are dead so proclaim
my greetings to the one who prevented me from attaining my
objective.

Compliments to the possessors of bliss for attaining their happiness;
And the poor lover has earned what they led him to accept.!

1 Al-Mustatraf Fi Kulli Fannim Mustazraf, vol 2, p170
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Be soft when interacting with people as you are dealing with hearts and
not stones.

Evidence from the Book of Allah 4

RabT narrates: We were with Imam ShafiT.#: one day, when an old man
dressed in a woolen garment came to us with a walking-stick in his hand.
Imam ShafiT .2: stood up, neatened his clothing and after greeting
the old man, sat down again. The Imam then continued gazing at him
respectfully. The old man then said, “May I ask a question?”

Imam ShafiT .2 replied, “Yes, you may.”

The old man asked, “What is the hujjah (proof) in the religion of
Allah?”

Imam ShafiT .4 replied, “The Book of Allah.”

The old man then asked, “And what else?”

Imam ShafiT .4 answered, “The Sunnah of Nabt %.”

The old man continued, “What else?”

Imam ShafiT .2 replied, “The consensus of the Ummah.”

The old man enquired, “What is your proof for saying ‘consensus of
the Ummah’?”

Imam ShafiT .2: pondered for a while and the old man said, “I will
give you three days' grace. You either produce the evidence from the
Book of Allah or else you should repent to Allah 3£

Imam ShafiTs .#: face changed colour and he then left us. He
returned on the third day, between Zuhr and ‘Asr Salah. His face, hands
and legs were swollen and he was visibly ill. He sat down, and after a few
moments, the old man arrived. He greeted, sat down and then said, “Did
you find the answer to my question?”

Imam ShafiT .2 replied, “Yes,
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“And whoever opposes the Rastl after the guidance has been made
clear to him, and follows a path other than that of the believers, We
will keep him on the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell. And
what an evil destination.” (Siirah An-Nisa’, 115)

Allah 3% would certainly not burn a person in Hell for opposing the
believers unless it was compulsory to follow them.”

The old man exclaimed, “You have spoken the truth.” He then stood
up and left.

Imam ShafiT .#: then said to those around him, “I read the Qur'an
thrice daily for the last three days until I found this verse.”

The Imams of figh invariably based their rulings upon solid evidence

obtained from the authentic sources of Islam. May Allah 45 reward them

for sacrificing their health and time in order to search for answers to the
intricate matters of faith.
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Repayment for a Generous Gesture

A Shaikh (spiritual leader), one day, set out to meet a group of his
companions. They were forty in number and all of them had spent the
last three days without any food. When he heard this, he advised them,

1 Siyar Aa'lam An-Nubala, vol 10, p84
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“Allah has allowed his servants to utilise means in order to achieve things.
Allah mentions :
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“And walk in the paths (of the earth) and consume His sustenance.”
(Siirah Mulk, verse 15)

Let us, therefore, decide who amongst us will venture out and bring us
something to eat.”

They chose one of the disciples who proceeded to the outskirts of
Baghdad. Unfortunately, he could not find anybody to assist him, and
hunger and tiredness overpowered him. He sat down close to the door of
a Christian doctor, whose consulting room was crowded with patients.

The doctor prescribed for each of them a particular medicine and
then turned to the hungry disciple and asked, “What ailment do you
have?”

The disciple did not find it appropriate to disclose his condition
to the doctor and decided to extend his hand for the doctor to make a
diagnosis.

The doctor felt it and remarked, “I know the cure for this ailment,”
and instructed his servant, “Go to the market and bring me one ratl* each
of rice, roast and sweetmeats.”

The disciple remarked, “This ailment afflicts forty of my companions
also!”

In response, the doctor said, “In that case, fetch forty ratls of each.”

When the servant returned with the food, the doctor handed it over
to the disciple and said to him, “Take this to your companions.”

The disciple then left, together with a porter, carrying the goods and
headed off for Duwairah. The doctor quietly followed them to ascertain
whether the disciple had spoken the truth. When they arrived, the doctor
concealed himself outside and the disciple entered. He placed the food
before the Shaikh and the other disciples. The Shaikh refused to eat the
food and asked, “My disciple, how did you acquire this food?”

1 A measurement of weight.
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The disciple recounted the full story and the Shaikh said, “Do you
all feel happy to consume the food which a Christian has sent to you,
without any recompense?”

They asked, “But, how do we recompense him?”

The Shaikh explained, “Before partaking of the food, make du@’ to
Alldh that Allah saves him from the Fire (by guiding him).” They all made
du‘a’, not realising that he was outside listening to them.

When the doctor noticed them abstaining from the food despite
their hunger, and he heard the words of the Shaikh, he knocked at the
door. When it was opened, he stepped in, cut his Zunnar (the customary
Christian cloth which is worn around the waist) and exclaimed, “I bear
witness that there is no deity worthy of worship besides Allah and I bear
witness that Muhammad is the prophet of Allah.™

Alldh 22 has created the world as an abode of means and these need to be
employed to acquire food and other necessities of life.

~

Muslims should endeavour to repay the kindness of others by making
du'a’ for their guidance and well-being.

so\h Ao
Abstaining from Temptation

During the time of ‘Umar ibn Khattab %, there was a youth who was
exceptional in terms of his spirituality and piety. He would frequent the
Masjid and listen intently to the Hadith narrated by the Sahabah 4. Umar

1 Kitabut Tawwabin, p 304
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& too admired his dedication. He had an elderly father, and every night
after performing Isha’, the young man would visit him. On his way, he
would pass by the door of a woman who became infatuated with him.

One night, as he was walking by, she began to entice him until
he finally succumbed and followed her. As they entered her home, he
recalled a verse of the Qur’an,

ujjmral;l;ijj;olhdluawlbwi;li,:lw.ﬂlol
Verily, those who are the pious, when an evil thought comes to
them from Shaitdn, they remember (Allah), and they then see (the
guidance). (Siirah Al-Aa'‘raf, verse 201)

He immediately fell to the ground unconscious and had to be carried
to the home of his father. He remained in that state until a third of the
night had passed. When he opened his eyes, his father asked him what
had happened, and he related what had transpired.

His father asked, “My dear son, which verse did you recite?”

The youth recited it and fell unconscious a second time. This time
his family and neighbours tried to revive him but it was in vain, He had
already passed away. They performed his ghusl, dressed him in a burial
shroud and buried him that same night. The next morning, the news
reached ‘Umar 4 who went and consoled his father. He then went to his
grave and recited,

3. 7

uL; 4, VLM Sl ul Ly
But for him who fears the standing before his Allah, there will be two
Gardens (in Paradise). (Siirah Ar-Rahman, verse 46)

From the grave the young man replied, “Allah has already granted
this to me twice in Jannah.”

1 Tarikh Dimishq, vol 45, p 450; Al Biddyah Wan Nihdyah
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Allah 3¢ handsomely rewards a person who abstains from Haram.

Pl
A Wise Choice of a Marriage Partner

Yahya ibn Yahya An-NaysabtrT narrates: I was with Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah
2%z, when a man approached him and said, “0 Abad Muhammad, I have
come to complain to you about my wife. I am the most disgraced and
dishonoured of entities to her.”

Sufyan .#: lowered his head in silence for a while, and then raising
it, asked, “Were you perhaps inclined to her so that the union would
increase your honour?”

The man replied, “Yes, Abti Muhammad.”

Sufyan ;. then said, “A person who seeks honour will be tested with
disgrace. A person who seeks wealth will be tested with poverty. But, a
person who seeks din (spirituality), Allah will grant him both honour and
wealth together with spirituality.”

He then narrated to him a story, “We were four brothers: Muhammad,
‘Imran, Ibrahim and [. Muhammad was the eldest, Imrin was the
youngest and I was in between them in age. When Muhammad intended
to marry, he was inclined to lineage and married a woman of better
lineage than himself. But, Allah tested him with disgrace. ‘Imran was
inclined to wealth, so he married a woman who was wealthier than him.
But, Allah tested him with poverty. They took all his wealth and did not
return anything to him. So, I pondered over their choices, When Ma‘'mar
ibn Rashid came to visit us, I consulted with him by narrating to him
the stories of my brothers. He reminded me of the Ahadith narrated by
‘A’ishah .4, and Yahya ibn Ja'dah <. As for the Hadith narrated by Ja'dah
4, NabT # said,
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ol ol b bl by g s clgius Tl o 6111 S5
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“A woman is married for four reasons: spirituality, lineage, wealth
and beauty. Marry one with spirituality and you will be successful.”

As for the Hadith narrated by ‘A’ishah .., NabT # said,

Bya oy el S el e
“The woman with the greatest blessings is the one with the least
Mahr”

So I chose spirituality and a small Mahr, in conformity with the

Sunnah of Nabi %. The result was that Allah granted me honour and

"

wealth together with spirituality.

One of the greatest bounties a husband can possess is the company of a
righteous wife.

A Man of Integrity

A group of men, who had allegedly rebelled against Hajjaj, were brought
before him. He commanded that they be beheaded. When they reached

Qutaibah ibn Muslim , “Take him with you for the night and bring him to
me early tomorrow morning.”

1 Tahdhibul Kamal Mizzi, vol 11, p 194
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Qutaibah continues, “I left with the man. As we walked along, he said
to me, “Will you be kind to me?”

“How?” I asked.

“I have neither rebelled against the Muslims, nor would I like to fight
them. Unfortunately, I have been falsely accused. I have in my possession
wealth and other goods which people have left in trust with me. Will you
be kind enough to allow me to return to my home, so that I can return
these trusts and give parting advice to my family? 1 give you my guarantee
that I will return,” he pleaded.

I was amazed at his request and could not suppress my laughter. After
walking a little further, he repeated his request, “I take an oath in Allah’s
Name that I will return to you.”

I could not hold back, and submitted, “Go!” The moment he was out
of sight, I said to myself, “What have you done?”

Ireturned home, worried and perturbed. My family inquired regarding
my sad state of mind and I informed them what had transpired. They
warned, “You certainly have the courage to oppose Hajjaj!” I passed the
night in worry and anxiety. At the time of the Fajr Adhan, there was a
knock at the door, and I opened it. To my amazement, there stood the
man.

I exclaimed, “You have returned?”

He replied, “Subhanallah! 1 took an oath in the Name of Allah to return
to you. Did you expect me to break my promise and escape from you?”

I explained, “I will do whatever is in my ability to assist you.” We
arrived at the door of Hajjaj and sat down awaiting his arrival.

When I entered, he said to me, “Qutaibah, where is your prisoner?”

I replied, “He is at the door, Amirul Mu’minin, but I have an amazing
incident to relate to you regarding him.”

He asked, “What is it?”

After I had recounted the night’s proceedings, he requested the
prisoner to enter. He then turned to me and asked, “Qutaibah, would you
like me to hand him over to you?”

“Yes!” I exclaimed.

“Then take him along with you,” he said. I then led him away with
me.
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As we left the court, I said to him, “You are free to go.”

The man looked up at the heavens and remarked, “All praise be to
You, my Lord.” Without a word of appreciation or even a greeting, he
left.

I thought to myself, “This is surely an insane person!”

After three days, he returned once again and said, “May Allah reward
you well. I did not forget your kindness upon me, however I disliked

7]

associating partners with Allah when I praised Him.

A Muslim’s word is his honour,

calhizades

/:* tt (4 f%

Astounding Memory

Abii Zur‘ah was a great muhaddith who used to narrate Ahadith to many
students. One particular student, who frequented his lessons, was newly
married. One day, the lesson was prolonged and the student reached home
late. His wife was angry, and as he entered, she asked, “I was anxiously
waiting for you. Why are you late?”

The student replied, “I was certainly not wasting my time. [ was in
the lesson of my teacher, Abti Zur'ah.”

Furiously, she exclaimed, “Your teacher knows nothing, how do you
expect to learn anything!”

Now the young man also lost his temper and remarked, “If my teacher
cannot recite a hundred thousand Ahadith from memory then I issue you
three divorces!” The next morning, his anger subsided and he realised
the gravity of his statement. “How foolish was I to make such a remark,”
he thought to himself.

1 Min Qasasil ‘Arab, vol 3, p34
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His wife asked, “Since my divorce is conditional upon your teacher’s
memory, please advise whether I am separated from you or not.”

“Only my teacher will be able to advise regarding this,” he replied
and left. He arrived at the door of Abti Zur'ah and explained what had
transpired the night before. “Is my nikah (marriage) intact or has the
divorce taken place?” he asked anxiously.

The muhaddith smiled and replied, “You may return to your wife,
rest assured that your marriage is still intact. I can recite a hundred
thousand Ahadith from memory in the same way as people can recite
Strah Fatihah.”

Couples need to discuss contentious issues without anger and emotion.

~

Islamic history is replete with men who utilised their potential and
capabilities in the service of the faith.

This compilation of short stories has been completed by the grace and
mercy of Allah 4. All praise belongs to Allah 4% and peace and salutations
be upon our beloved Nabi 4.

1 Bikhre Moti, p840
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Pearls from the Path is a collection of relevant and thought
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Path will ignite your passion for Islamic history and illustrate the
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the scholars of old would go to in order to gain knowledge, be
amazed at the trials that pious men have faced and take heed
from the mistakes of men through the ages. Adults can learn
valuable lessons that will help them navigate the complex modern
world, while children will learn that history has an important place
in both the present and future. Whether you want to expand your
existing knowledge or introduce your family to the wonders of
their Islamic heritage, this compilation will serve as an invaluable
resource. For those interested in Islam, or who want to know more
about Islam as a way of life, Pearls from the Path will prove to be
an effective bridge to the unders’ganding of Islam and Muslims.
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Masha-Allah, the book makes for extremely interesting reading. It is well
written and ideally designed, and the short moral that follows each
anecdote provides the reader w1th a quick, practical lesson that could be
implemented in one’s day-toﬁﬁy life. 1 am sure this anthology of
anecdotes will go a long way towards creating some awareness in readers
with regards to good character, compassion, respect, humility, and all the
var10us themes it comprises. Readers should also apprecxate the fact that
iled from a wide selection of cla ;
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