Chapter One

The Light That Illuminated Castles 

Long ago and far away, in a desert land called Arabia, in a city called Mecca, a woman sleeping peacefully was visited with a strange dream in which she saw an extraordinary and powerful light emanating from within her which 'illuminated the castles of Syria', at that time a large area comprising Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and Jordan. 

She was the daughter of Wahb, leader of the Banu Zuhrah, a strong leader among the tribes of the Quraysh, the descendants of the line of Prophet Ibrahim (pbuh). She was called Aminah and was held in high esteem among her people.  She had married a good man named Abdullah who was a son of the well-respected and prominent chief of the Quraysh, Abdul-Muttalib. Abdullah, the tenth son, was high minded, noble and kind. The future looked bright and their lives were good. But this strange dream left her feeling as if something momentous was about to enter their lives. Something more significant than the fact that she was pregnant and eagerly awaiting the birth of their first child. 

Soon after this extraordinary dream Abdullah died, leaving Aminah to bear their child alone.  Through her grief, she knew that the child she was to bear was destined for greatness. She had been given many signs and indications of this throughout her time of waiting. This child was descended from a great line of Prophets and had an eminent lineage. And she couldn't shake off the image left by her dream of the brilliant illumination of this child over the land.  

Finally the long awaited day came when Aminah sent word to her father-in-law, the new grandfather, Abdul Muttalib, telling him of the birth of his grandson, whom they named Muhammad, a somewhat unusual name at that time.  This child destined by Allah to greatness was born to Aminah on Monday, the 12th of Rabi'-al Awwal, 570 (CE). There was much rejoicing among the venerable tribe of Quraysh in this Year of the Elephant, as it was called. Known by the surname of Abul Qassem, the future Prophet of Allah's (pbuh) full name was Muhammad ibn (ibn meaning 'son of") Abdullah ibn Abdul-Muttalib ibn Hashim ibn Abd Manaf ibn Qusayy ibn Kilab ibn Murrah ibn Ka'b ibn Lu'ayy ibn Ghalib ibn Fihr ibn Malik ibn an-Nadr ibn Kinanah ibn Khuzaymah ibn Mudrikah ibn Ilyas ibn Mudar ibn Nizar ibn Ma'add ibn Adnan. The lineage of Adnan went back to the Prophet Isma'il, the son of the Prophet Ibrahim (pbut). This was a noble and important lineage and the child was the result of long line of great men and tribes. This child was the best of the best and many portents had been foretold of his coming.

The baby Muhammad (pbuh) was born into a time of ignorance. The people no longer followed the religion of Ibrahim and the Oneness of Allah. They were worshipers of idols and stones, the rain and the sun. The great Ka'aba, built by Prophet Ibrahim (pbuh) and his beloved son Isma'il (pbuh) to honor the One Allah, had become a place of idolatry and pagan beliefs with hundreds of idols surrounding the Holy Ka'aba of Ibrahim. It had become a great place of pilgrimage for the idol worshipers and hence a source of tremendous income for the people living there who supplied the pilgrims during their journey. The Quraysh tribe was among the most powerful and influential in the area. The people, though, had succumbed to drunkenness, lewdness and debauchery. They killed their infants if they feared poverty, and it was common practice to bury girl babies alive as they had little value among the people. They were backward and quarrelsome, often feuding among themselves with little or no provocation. Women were mere possessions to own, barter, trade or use as they pleased. Paternity was questionable at best with little regard for family or marriage. The only law they recognized was that of strength. They gave no regard to honesty, hospitality or human kindness. They were illiterate and had no method of reckoning time other than by momentous events in their lives. Thus, that fateful year was known among them as the Year of the Elephant.

The Year of the Elephant, the year of the birth of the great Prophet of Allah, Muhammad (pbuh), referred to the year that the king of Yemen, in the far south regions of Arabia, led an army of elephants and troops to overtake the Holy Ka'aba in Mecca in order to destroy it. Abrahah al-Ashram, the viceroy of Negus, the King of Abyssinia, ruler of Yemen, had built a cathedral in his land. With the destruction of the Ka'aba, he thought to divert the lucrative pilgrim trade to his own lands.  The Arabs of Mecca, although greatly alarmed at the prospect of this powerful force destroying their beloved Ka'aba had little defense against this imposing army.  They knew that only the intervention of divine forces could save their beloved citadel. The Quraysh prayed nearby as the forces of the king approached Mecca. When Allah sent thousands of small stones carried aloft by flocks of birds to bludgeon the armies of al-Ashram, the people truly saw how Allah had saved them from this threat of destruction.  The elephants became unruly and refused to move forward, until the armies were directed back towards Yemen in absolute defeat. 

'Have you not seen What your Lord did with the people of the Elephant? Did He not make their plan come to nothing. He sent birds against them in flocks, stoning them with stones of baked clay. He made them like eaten stubble.'(Qur'an  105: 1-5)

The Quraysh gained even more respect and honor among the people with the defeat of this great army sent against them. The people looked to them and the God of their forefathers as having special power to protect them and the great tribe gained in prominence.

Even though by the time of Mohammed's birth the Quraysh had also become idol worshipers, they still reverenced the Holy Ka'aba as the great sanctuary built by the Prophet Ibrahim (pbuh). They had remained faithful to the religion of their great forefathers and proud and protective of their lineage. But there came a time when their ancestor, Amr ibn Luhayy, encouraged them to worship in the manner of the people of the surrounding areas whom he admired.  It originally started with small stones from the sanctuary being carried as keepsakes as a form of respect for the Ka'aba. Eventually over time, with influence from their neighbors, deviation and innovation from the message of the Prophet Ibrahim, they began to actually worship the stones themselves. Forgotten was the message of all the Prophets since the time of Adam (pbut) in the Oneness of Allah.

When Allah repelled the Abyssinians from Makkah, the Arabs respect for the Quraysh increased. They said, 'These are the people of Allah. Allah fought on their side and helped them to defeat their enemy.'

The Arabs attached great importance to this event and rightly so. They dated their calendar from it, saying, 'This occurred in the Year of the Elephant,' and 'So-and-so was born in the Year of the Elephant' or 'This occurred so many years after the Year of the Elephant.' The Year of the Elephant was 570 in the Christian calendar.

Abdul Muttalib looked upon this beautiful baby boy of his dead son lovingly and gently carried him to the Ka'aba

He came and looked at the baby lovingly. Then he picked him up and took him into the Ka'aba. He praised Allah and prayed for his grandson whom he named Muhammad

During this period a significant event took place which portended another happening of even greater importance. It meant that Allah desired a better future for the Arabs and that the Ka'aba would take on an importance never before attained by any place of worship anywhere in the world.

